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“When a foreigner resides among you in your land, do not mistreat them. The foreigner 

residing among you must be treated as your native-born. Love them as yourself, for you 

were foreigners in Egypt.  I am the Lord your God.”          Leviticus 19:33-34 

With Much Gratitude… 

Before I begin my monthly reflection of my learnings as a 

District Superintendent, I want to extend my deepest 

gratitude to churches and pastor who have been gracious and 

generous towards me and my family during this last season 

of church conferences. I have received many unexpected 

gifts, which are memorable, thoughtful and eatable.  I am 

honored. I am humbled. I am usually speechless, but I am 

grateful. 

Of course, I am grateful about many other things other than 

the gifts I received. I am grateful for your love and affection, 

your trust, the depth of the conversations many of us had 

together, the spirit of inclusivity with which you received 

me, your willing response to the vision and needs of the 

district, the unexpected calls you took from me, your 

pastoral leadership, and your partnership in ministry.  

 

Among many other things, I cannot forget the prayers and encouragement I received from many of 

you when you found out my dad had thyroid cancer. It was one of the most difficult times my 

family has gone through, but God’s grace was much greater than the cancer he had. Your prayers 

and your words came at the right times and at the right moments. I realized then that our lives 

together as United Methodists, but particularly as a community of faith, count for something. I just 

pray that you have also felt the same support from me, as I felt it from you.  

 

I don’t want to get too mushy about my time as a District Superintendent but let me share with you 

that what I have received from my time as a DS, cannot compare to what I have given. I think this 

is all part of God’s “molding” grace. God puts in relationship with one another to make something 

new out of each of us, hopefully that is something better.  
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Quote 
“Do you not know that God entrusted you with that money (all above what buys 
necessities for your families) to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, to help the 
stranger, the widow, the fatherless; and, indeed, as far as it will go, to relieve 
the wants of all mankind? How can you, how dare you, defraud the Lord, by 
applying it to any other purpose?” – John Wesley –  

Second Learning: Most people are suspicious of a universal 

moral truth 

I will be the first one to admit that hearing the truth is hard, particularly the one I disagree 

with. One of the theological authors I have come to appreciate, Timothy Keller, said something in 
one of his books that has played in my head often “Only if your God can say things that upset you 

will you know you have a real God and not just a creation of your imagination.” I agree. There are 

things we hear from God we don’t like. Our modern culture has rejected the idea that anything we 
do not agree with comes from God. We rationalize our own indulgences with complicated 

theological and spiritual jargon that makes it sound like biblical and intelligent thought. 

 

However, truth is one of those concepts, which it seems to me, we will never come to agree on. 
This is nothing new.  Even Jesus had a hard time sharing “the truth” with the generation of his time. 

In a last attempt to bring this to light, the apostle John describes the awkward conversation between 

Jesus and Pilate, who in response to Jesus’ declaration that “everyone on the side of truth listens to 
me,” Pilate asks, “what is truth?” …and isn’t that really the real question?  

 

Our love-hate relationship with “universal truths” is not something new in post modernity. It 
has always been present. Challenging the validity of truth is a common trait of what it means to be 

human. We wrestle with statements, ideas or propositions which differ from our convictions, 

ideologies, our beliefs (or even our lifestyles). It is normal to challenge facts, even if has been 

proven otherwise. Think about it, how many times what you heard the statement “alternate facts”? 
now I am meddling…! Seriously though, don’t we find it easier to believe about things we are 

comfortable with? To believe that we are not in control of what is real or untrue doesn’t align with 

the modern times’ culture of self-regard. 
 

I don’t know if you’ve ever consider it, but Methodist have struggled with “truth” since before the 

beginning. Although I cannot say with certainty the exact reason it happened, John Wesley had his 

own confrontations with people who did not like what he said. In his diaries, he writes: 
 

"Sunday a.m., May 5 -Preached in St. Ann's; was asked not to come back any more. 
Sunday p.m., May 5- Preached at St. John's; deacons said, 'Get out and stay out.' 
Sunday a.m., May 12 -Preached at St. Jude's; can't go back there either. 

Sunday a.m., May 19- Preached at St. Somebody Else's; deacons called a special meeting and 
said I couldn't return. 

Sunday p.m., May 19-Preached on the street; kicked off the street 

 

No doubt universal truth is complicated but not for lack of information…but for lack of 

transformation and trust. Jesus did not only speak of loving one another, he also spoke of the truth 
setting us free…of what? No doubt something to ponder. In the same way that love has the power 

to transform us, truth has the power to liberate us…until then, we are prisoners of our own ideas, 

our own agendas, our own indulgences, and even our own lack of response to the truth about love 

and about truth itself. Sadly, speaking of universal truth isn’t a popular subject. We fear speaking 
“the truth”. We are afraid of upsetting people or having people walk out of your churches because 

we spoke a counter-cultural yet “truly” prophetic message. During this season of Advent and 

Christmas, it would be good to remind ourselves, what universal truth have the power to set us free. 
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District Resource Day: March 9, 2019 

Guest Speaker:  

Rev. Dr. Albert Mosley 

Senior Vice President, Faith and Health 

Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare 

Theme: Living for Jesus 

 

MORNING WORKSHOPS 

First things first: Reclaiming Jesus in the church 

Something happens when God’s people pray  

Models of governance that free us for Discipleship 

Spiritual disciplines and practices 

Fighting the good fight— conversations on Spiritual warfare 

AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS 

Understanding God’s call with all that noise 

Learning to live for Jesus one day at a time  

The growth-power of small groups 

Catalysts that grow a small church 

Lay speaker or lay servant ministry? Confused? 

Registration: cma@neumc.org 

COST - $20/PERSON – Early registration – January 24, 2019 

GROUP REGISTRATION - $15/person of 5 or more 

mailto:cma@neumc.org

