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Note from the President
It is always interesting to take a look back at the year’s many
events. This year has been a very exciting one. One of my favorite
things that happened this year is that I went to UWF Assembly in
May. What a fantastic time to be in fellowship with members from
all over. It was a wonderful time that I wrote in detail about
earlier. The New England Jurisdiction meeting, which is the next
large UWF group meeting, will be in our
own backyard CE members! Providence RI is the location for the
meeting in 2024. It sounds like a long way away but you know how
time flies by. I hope your unit will begin to discuss attending this
great event. There will be service projects to participate in and
Racial Justice issues to learn about as well as fellowship. I hope
that CE will be well represented. I would like to challenge each
unit to send at least two members to the Jurisdiction. I have
already signed up to be a volunteer. I hope to see you there!

The Commonwealth East District had a very good year. Our spring
program was on Aging Gracefully. Helping us all to take care of
the whole body, mind, and spirit. We had a wonderful guest
speaker who talked about the various ways to think about and
manage your food intake. There were puzzles to keep our brains
active and chair exercises to keep us moving! I think (fingers
crossed) it was our last Zoom-only meeting.
Our fall program is The Language of Prayer and we will be hearing
the Lord’s Prayer in five different languages. We will be learning
about the many various ways there are to pray. Maybe you will
learn a new way to add to your prayer chest. We will also be
installing the next Executive Board of the CE district and
approving our budget. Important things are happening and you
need to be there! You will find more information about when and
how to register for the meeting in this newsletter. I hope to see
you there as this will be our first in-person meeting in three years! 
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CE District Fall meeting October 15, 2022
NE UWF Conference meeting October 22, 2022
Jurisdiction meeting 2024

Treasurer
Secretary
Spiritual Growth Coordinator
Program Coordinator
Nominations

Thank You, Gloria!
Sadly, I have to tell you that Gloria Riley is stepping down as our Spiritual
Growth Coordinator for Commonwealth East district. Gloria has been a
selfless worker for UWF for many years and worked at the unit, district, and
Conference levels. Her talents for generating wonderful worship services
are amazing. She will be missed, but we do want to thank her for all of her
dedicated time and talents.

Thank You, Jennifer!
Jennifer Rajala has informed me that she needs to step down as our District
Treasurer. Jennifer has represented the CE district for several years and
faithfully completed her tasks with grace and diligence. We will miss you
and wish you well.

Important Dates to Remember:

Open Positions for the CE Executive Team:
Each of the positions listed below is critical to having a strong team. I pray
that you would seriously consider joining us. There is training available for
each position. Please contact me if you have any questions or would like to
nominate someone.

Peace,

Janice DiTullio
President, Commonwealth East District
58 Middlesex Avenue 
Wilmington, MA 01887 

See you on
Oct 15 
for our 

in-person
CE District

Fall
meeting!



A new, easier-to-navigate website
A new “All-Access” National Membership Option enabling women to join United Women in
Faith via the new website and participate online or in person at local units or larger events

Hello CE UWF Women! Hope you had a great Summer and are looking forward to Fall 2022!

News! News!
There’s great anticipation and excitement about our first Fall Meeting in person scheduled for
October 15, 2022! The topic will be the “Language of Prayer.” Take a look at the flyer and don’t
forget to register! There will be a zoom option as well.

Ephesians 6:18
18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be
alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.

“New Name Same Purpose”

As of March 2, 2022, the United Methodist Women’s new operating name became United Women in

Faith! The change in name is meant to be more inclusive of current members whose local

churches may be disaffiliating themselves from the Methodist Church as well as women who

follow other faith traditions.
Along with a new name comes “new and innovative programming” which includes:
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Soul Care Retreats; a pilot recruitment program for members and their nonmember friends and
new women focused on nurturing women’s bodies, minds, and spirits
Innovations to Mission U, the organization’s longtime spiritual growth and transformative
education program. Beginning in spring 2022, Mission u will introduce new curricula each year
—one for children, one for youth and one for adults—all focused on a shared biblical theme.

“The organization remains incorporated in New York as United Methodist Women and is
doing business as United Women in Faith.”

United Women in Faith seeks to connect and nurture women through Christian spiritual formation,
leadership development, creative fellowship, and education so that they can inspire, influence and
impact local and global communities. Where to get resources and valuable information on topics
about Service and Advocacy, Equipping leaders, Mission Resources, Reading programs, Response
magazine, and more:

Go to: https://www.resourceumc.org/en/agencies/united-methodist-women

Faithfully submitted,

Marta E Rodriguez, E&I Coordinator, 
martae.rodriguez@comcast.net
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 As the social Justice Leader for the CE district and a mother of two young ladies I would like to take
this moment to have a heartfelt discussion about the June 24, 2022, U.S. Supreme Court decision
overruling Roe v. Wade. Many might be asking what is Roe v. Wade? In 1973, the Supreme Court
decision in Roe v. Wade held (on a 7-2 vote) that state abortion bans violated privacy rights, and the
decision legalized abortion nationwide in the United States. The court held that abortion was
between a woman and her doctor. Roe v. Wade provided a thoughtful framework that balanced the
rights of the pregnant person to privacy and to make their own medical decisions, protected the life
and health of the pregnant patient, and allowed states to restrict abortion in the last three months of
pregnancy. For example, in Massachusetts, and most states, abortions are only allowed after 24 weeks
of pregnancy if the doctor determines it is necessary to preserve the life or health of the pregnant
patient, or if the doctor determines the fetus has a fatal abnormality or medical diagnosis so grave
that the fetus is unlikely to survive outside the uterus. For fifty years, women and doctors have been
trusted to make these deeply personal and often heart-wrenching decisions, without fear of
prosecution. 
 
 What does it mean that the Court has now overruled Roe v. Wade? The implications are broad and
troubling. Each state would have broad authority to set abortion policy, including banning abortion.
In addition to the loss of bodily autonomy, there are severe implications for maternal health.
Miscarriages are far more common than we ever discuss in this country, and abortion procedures are
often necessary to save a woman's life, health, and/or fertility when a woman miscarries. Women are
now at risk in states that are banning abortions because they cannot get the care they need to
prevent infection, hemorrhaging, and other complications of miscarriage that abortion procedures
address. Yet, some language in the draft opinion raises questions about whether future rulings could
go even further. While we’ve been expecting this verdict for some time now, confirmation doesn’t
make digesting June 24th news any more palatable. I am still enraged, saddened, and fired up for the
fight in front of us. I am profoundly disappointed that the nation’s highest court has ruled that there
is no longer a constitutional right for individuals to access abortion services, rejecting nearly 50
years of Supreme Court precedent.  

Social Justice
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Seeking abortion services is a very personal decision and taking away that right will lead to adverse
mental health consequences for people seeking to exercise bodily autonomy in making critical
decisions related to their own reproductive health. Decades of scientific research have shown that
people who are denied abortions are more likely to experience higher levels of anxiety, lower life
satisfaction, and lower self-esteem compared with those who are able to obtain abortion services.
Research also demonstrates a strong relationship between unwanted pregnancy and interpersonal
violence. Specifically, the research suggests that the inability to obtain an abortion increases the
risk for domestic abuse among those who are forced to stay in contact with violent partners, putting
them and their children at risk. I truly believe that all women, girls, and gender-expansive people
deserve to live safe and self-determined lives free from all forms of violence. I am clear that the
June 24th decision is an act of violence and creates an undeniable breach to the safety of women.
This decision will fall hardest on people who already face discriminatory obstacles to health care—
particularly Black, Indigenous, and other people of color, people with disabilities, people in rural
areas, young people, undocumented people, and those having difficulty making ends meet.

Harriett Jane Olson, top executive president of United Women of Faith, said “the
banning of abortions will not end abortions.” 

Each year, 25 million women around the world resort to dangerous and unsafe abortion methods.
The overturning of Roe v. Wade in the US could further restrict access to safe methods and drive
that number even higher. Tens of thousands of women and girls die every year from unsafe
abortions, and millions more suffer serious injuries and morbidities.

“As we look through the lens of Christ at the hurting world around us, we can’t help
but to reflect on the heartfelt plea of John Wesley, ‘to do no harm,’” said Greg Arnold,
top executive of the church-wide Commission on United Methodist Men. “While the
Supreme Court’s decision to overturn Roe is lauded by many as an effort to honor the
sanctity of life and therefore ‘reduce harm,’ the lives of so many women have been
potentially placed into the path of harm.” 

In places where abortion is illegal or severely restricted, the lack of safe services, spaces, and
accurate information, as well as the fear of stigmatization, force many women to seek out
unregulated care, which increases the risk of complications. Women and providers are unlikely to
record or report illegal abortions in places where the procedure is restricted or banned, making the
full scale of the problem unknown.

Sexual and reproductive health and bodily autonomy are basic human rights that all governments
have a duty to respect, protect and fulfill. Policies that restrict lifesaving health care, such as
abortion, institutionalize discrimination and violence against women, girls, and other marginalized
populations. Supportive policies are crucial to ensuring access to safe, legal abortion care. 
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The verdict on June 24th will not stop UWF. I would encourage each one of us to continue to do the
work we’ve always done, and that is telling the stories and amplifying the voices of everyone
impacted by this decision, uplifting the work of determined organizers and activists, and spreading
the resources of organizations that have been preparing for this moment for more than a decade. 

I truly believe in this mantra as a mother and Social Justice activist: “Your Body, Your Decision. Keep
laws off our bodies!” Together we can make a difference. Know the facts. Misinformation is the anti-
abortionist’s primary tool. When you come across inaccurate information, counter it with facts.
Participate in the discussion. For too long, the stigma around abortion has kept women quiet, despite
how common it is. Support organizations that advocate for abortion, and support women seeking an
abortion. Women with the least resources are the hardest hit by these laws. They need your help. 

Blessings,
Michelle Randazzo
Living Faith UMC Ipswich and Beverly 
umw@living-faithumc.org
Strong Women, Strong in Faith, Strong in Purpose together.
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Hattie B. Cooper Community Center 
Lillie Searcy, Executive Director 
1891 Washington St.
Roxbury MA 02118
617-445-1813

Mission Statement:

Cooper Community Center is committed to providing children and youth with the strongest
developmental foundation to inspire a lifelong excitement for learning and the skills to become
caring and responsible citizens.

The Center began in 1916 by Methodist women in the church to serve children and families in the
Roxbury neighborhood of Boston. Today it provides childcare and after school programs for nearly
70 children.

What are ways we as United Women in Faith can support the Center?

Local units, please include in your yearly budget to Designated Giving.  Due to COVID, requests for
cotton crib size to cot size blankets that are washable after each use from nap time to ensure
everyone’s safety and in staying healthy, no fleece material.

Also donate to their wish list: (suggestions) Clorox baby wipes, Clorox disinfecting-wipes, Bounty
paper towels, Tide or All detergent, sweatpants for ages 2 to 5, individual pencil boxes. 

Please call ahead before dropping off items at the center.

Are you or do you know of anyone that are interested in serving on the Cooper Board (this is an
unpaid position). We are seeking women and men with all levels of gifts and work experience, ie:
Finance, Education, Human Resources. 

Feel free to submit names and brief summary of your interest in supporting Cooper’s mission and its
programs to me at betlew35@icloud.com. Thank you for your support to the National Mission within
our Commonwealth East district.

Betty Lew

mailto:betlew35@icloud.com
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Wednesday Night Supper
BY MICHELLE RANDAZZO

Wednesday Night Supper at Living Faith UMC: for over 10 years, Living Faith UMC offered a safe
space for the unsheathed in Beverly to come to gather and share a warm meal without being asked
for anything in return. All we do is serve; every Wednesday night a different church and community
group serves a meal out of our church building. This is a completely free meal. This meal also serves
as a time of fellowship for people. Living Faith UMC has the 3rd Wednesday of every month. We
prepare a meal and serve it. We also have some folks who get “to-go” meals. We try to serve as many
people as possible. Some nights we have as many as 50 people.



Janice DiTullio
Wilmington United Methodist Church
978-658-8255                   jdjhd@aol.com

Position open

Position open

Position open

Position open

Marta E. Rodriguez
Holbrook United Methodist Church        
617-763-2212                      martae.rodriguez@gmail.com

Michelle Randazzo
Living Faith United Methodist Church - Ipswich/Beverly
978-471-2547                     umw@living-faithumc.org

Betty Lew
Community United Methodist Church - Brighton
617-735-7449                     betlew35@icloud.com

Position open

Ginger Livingstone
Community United Methodist Church - Wayland
508-653-0577                    gliving3@gmail.com 

Positions open (at least 3)
                                                                                                            

Hee-Jung Chae
St. John's Korean United Methodist Church - Lexington
617-733-9790                     chae.heejung@gmail.com

2022 Slate of Officers

President:

Treasurer:                               

Secretary:
    
Nominations Chairperson:        

Spiritual Growth:                           

Education & Interpretation:      

Social Action:                                  

Cooper Representative:               

Program Resources:                      

Program Support:                           

Committee on Nominations:
                                                                      

Communication:                                                 
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Commonwealth East United Women in Faith Executive Team
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mailto:martae.rodriguez@gmail.com
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