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Title 33: Human Services
Chapter 49: Child Welfare Services

33 V.S.A. § 4913. Suspected child abuse and neglect; remedial action

§ 4913. Suspected child abuse and neglect; remedial action

(a) Any physician, surgeon, osteopath, chiropractor or physician's assistant licensed,
certified or registered under the provisions of Title 26, any resident physician, intern, or
any hospital administrator in any hospital in this state, whether or not so registered, and
any registered nurse, licensed practical nurse, medical examiner, dentist, psychologist,
any other health care provider, school superintendent, school teacher, school librarian,
day care worker, school principal, school guidance counselor, mental health professional,
social worker, probation officer, police officer, camp owner, camp administrator or camp
counselor who has reasonable cause to believe that any child has been abused or
neglected shall report or cause a report to be made in accordance with the provisions of
section 4914 of this title within 24 hours. As used in this subsection, "camp" includes any
residential or nonresidential recreational program.

(b) Any other concerned person not listed in subsection (a) of this section who has
reasonable cause to believe that any child has been abused or neglected may report or
cause a report to be made in accordance with the provisions of section 4914.

(c) Any person enumerated in subsections (a) or (b) of this section, other than a person
suspected of child abuse, who in good faith makes a report to the department of social
and rehabilitation services shall be immune from any civil or criminal liability which
might otherwise be incurred or imposed as a result of making a report.

(d) The name of the person making the report, or any person mentioned in the report shall
be confidential unless the person making the report specifically requests disclosure or
unless a judicial proceeding results therefrom or unless a court, after a hearing, finds
probable cause to believe that the report was not made in good faith and orders the
department to make the name available.

(e) Any person who violates subsection (a) shall be fined not more than $500.00. (Added
1981, No. 207 (Ad;j. Sess.), § 1, eff. April 25, 1982; amended 1983, No. 169 (Adj. Sess.),
§ 1; 1985, No. 208 (Adj. Sess.), § 19, eff. June 30, 1986; 1989, No. 295 (Ad;j. Sess.), § 3;
1993, No. 156 (Ad;j. Sess.), § 1.)



