Worship Resources
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Prayers
Eternal God, we call upon you in your healing capacity today. Help us on this special Sunday to join
forces with you in the fight against malaria. We want to make a huge impact against this dreaded disease. So be present with us and help us through our worship to align our resources in such a way that
we strike a unified blow against malaria so that lives will be saved! Amen. Today we join others across
our Annual Conference and our church in the fight against malaria. We believe that God has called us
to this fight and so we willingly offer ourselves in faithful commitment to the call of Christ. We are
willing to expect great things from God as we attempt great things for God. Equip us great God by
your Holy Spirit. Amen. What a joy to gather with the assurance that God is with us. God is with us
whenever we seek to be instruments of healing and wholeness. This day we gather with the conviction,
that God is raising us up to make a difference in the lives of so many who are affected by malaria. The
scriptures declare that there is a balm in Gilead and this day we will be a healing balm. O God be present in our witness and praise. Amen.
Eternal God, through our gifts we seek to be faithful agents of change. We pray that your Holy Spirit
will prompt us to give cheerfully and generously to the end that lives will be saved. Amen. God our
provider, we dare to imagine a world free of malaria. We pray, in the name of Jesus that these gifts will
make healing the reality of many. Malaria is preventable, treatable and beatable. Through our gifts today, we join others in the fight against this disease of poverty. Amen. Through this simple act of giving, we connect to the larger human family. In the sharing of God given resources, we are positioned
to be agents of healing. Our prayer is that the world will know that ordinary people are often the instruments of healing that God uses. Amen.
Eternal God, we are amazed by the abundance of your provision. You have cared for us lavishly and
extravagantly. We confess that we have not trusted your abundance when faced with media reports
that challenge our faith. However, the good news is you have given us an opportunity, through the Imagine No Malaria, to strike a blow against fear and to emulate your extravagant generosity through our
actions. Help us move beyond our tendency to see only the headlines of doom and gloom and risk extravagant care for others that the world might be healed, that the world might be saved. Amen.
Loving God, we thank you for the blessings you have bestowed upon our lives, our families, and our
communities. By your will, we no longer live under the threat of malaria. Not long ago, our children,
too, died from a preventable disease. Today, we are free from malaria. We pray for the hearts, the spirits, the minds to reach out to other vulnerable children, families, and communities and imagine a
world for them with no malaria. We pray that one day they can watch their children grow to adulthood because they have the gift of living without malaria. We are grateful we can respond to God’s
love and generosity to us by giving to others with that same love and generosity. We thank you God
for the enthusiasm for giving. We thank you that we can help the people of Sierra Leone imagine no
malaria. We send our gifts with grateful hearts to save children, families, communities, and the world.
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Prayers
Dear God we are available to you and the guiding presence of your Holy Spirit. Our prayer is that
through Imagine No Malaria you would help bring into alignment our words and our deeds. We really
do want others to see Jesus in us and to believe that Jesus is the Son of God. Help us we pray in Jesus
name. Amen.
Loving God: We thank you for the gifts of our lives, our families, and our communities who no longer
have to live under the death threat of malaria. Only 50 years ago, our neighborhoods were faced with a
malaria epidemic in the poorest communities. Only 50 years ago, our families lost their children to a
mosquito that could be controlled through sanitation and pesticides. Only 50 years ago, our children
died from a preventable disease. Today, we are free from malaria. Our children thrive. Our communities flourish. Today, we are grateful for the eradication of malaria in our cities and among our most
vulnerable citizens. We pray for the hearts, the spirits, the minds to reach out to other vulnerable children, families, and communities to save their lives by sending bed nets. We pray that one day they can
watch their children grow to adulthood because they have the gift of living without malaria. We are
grateful we can respond to God’s love and generosity to us by giving to others with that same love and
generosity. We thank you God for the enthusiasm for giving. We thank you that we can help people
through imagine no malaria. We give our gifts with grateful hearts to alleviate malaria suffering and
save the lives of children, families, and whole communities.
Holy God – you have blessed us abundantly with life and health. We remember even today the great
and wondrous gift we have in your incarnation, you have come in Jesus to live among us, to teach us,
and to give us the gift of salvation and healing. As we have been blessed, we seek to be a blessing to
others. Take these gifts, O God, multiply them with gifts of fellow Christians from throughout the
world and use them to save and heal those whose lives are being threatened even today by the scourge
of malaria. You, Lord Jesus, are the great physician: use these gifts to bring healing to your children. In
your most holy name, we pray. Amen.
Great Spirit, pillar up of rocks into towering mountains! When you stamp on the stone, the dust rises
and fills the land. Hardness of the precipice; waters of the flood that turn into misty rain when stirred.
Vessel overflowing with oil! Father who sews the heavens like cloth: let him knit together that which is
below. Caller-forth of the branching trees, you bring forth the shoots that stand erect. You have filled
the land with people; the dust rises on high, O Lord! Wonderful one, you live in the midst of the sheltering rocks, You give rain to humankind. Hear us, O Lord! Show mercy when we beg you, O Lord!
You are on high with the spirits of the great. You raise the grass-covered hills above the earth, and create the rivers, Gracious One!
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Prayers
What a joy it is today to gather with church leaders representing congregations from throughout our
conference. We are, indeed, a connected people. We gather with the assurance that God is with us.
God is with us whenever we seek to be instruments of healing and wholeness. This day we gather with
the conviction, that God is raising us up to make a difference in the lives of so many who are affected
by malaria. The scriptures declare that there is a balm in Gilead and this day we will be a healing
balm. O God be present in our witness and praise. Amen.
O God, we have gathered because we have sensed you calling out to us. We have heard the cries of
children and families as they seek to be free of malaria and determined that it is time for us to step forward in the fight against this preventable and treatable disease. Help us not to be afraid, help us to
keep our focus on you and the direction you are leading us by the power of your Holy Spirit. O Lord,
increase our faith. Amen.
Let us pray: In First John 4:7 we are invited to love one another because love comes from God. Today
we celebrate the capacity to love as demonstrated in shared gifts. Today we are invited to share in
healing ministry as we join our efforts with others who are determined to eliminate deaths from malaria. As we participate in Imagine No Malaria be demonstrate our love for others and God’s love
shines through us. Thank-you Jesus for this privilege, amen.
God you are able through us to accomplish far more than we can ask or imagine. Help us to claim
with power and authority this biblical truth. As we claim this truth in faith, we stand against the
scourge of malaria and declare our willingness to join you as lives are saved because our hearts and imaginations have been captured for this Godly purpose. Amen.
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Prayers from Africa
I Have No Words to Thank You
O my Father, Great Elder,
I have no words to thank you,
But with your deep wisdom
I am sure that you can see
How I value your glorious gifts.
O my Father, when I look upon your greatness,
I am confounded with awe.
O Great Elder,
Ruler of all things earthly and heavenly,
I am your warrior,
Ready to act in accordance with your will.
- From Kikuyu, Kenya

The Right Hand of God

Open my Eyes
Open my eyes that they may see the deepest
needs of people.
Move my hands that they may feed the hungry;
Touch my heart that it may bring warmth to the
despairing;
teach me the generosity that welcomes strangers;
Let me share my possessions to clothe the naked;
Give me the care that strengthens the sick;
Make me share in the quest to set the prisoner
free.
In our sharing our anxieties and our love,
Our poverty and our prosperity,
We partake of your divine presence
- From Canaan Banana, Zimbabwe

The right hand of God is writing in our land, Writing with power and with love. Our conflicts and our
fears, our triumphs and our tears Are recorded by
the right hand of God. The right hand of God is
pointing in our land, Pointing the way we must go.
So clouded is the way, so easily we stray, But we’re
guided by the right hand of God. The right hand of
God is striking in our land, Striking out at envy, hate
and greed. Our selfishness and lust, our pride and
deeds unjust Are destroyed by the right hand of
God. The right hand of God is lifting in our land,
Lifting the fallen one by one. Each one is known by
name, And rescued now from shame, By the lifting
of the right hand of God.

Prayer from the Shona People
Dear God, This day I pray for an end to malaria. I ask that you bless, not only this
church and its members, but all those as
work to bring hope to all people who suffer
from malaria. Thank you for all the leaders of
the “Imagine No Malaria” campaign: give
them wisdom and strength and open the
hearts of others to the beauty of compassion
and the joy of giving. For those who suffer
this day I pray your healing touch. In Jesus’
name, Amen.
- From Zimbabwe
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Calls to Worship
Leader: It is by God’s grace that we gather for worship. People: And it is by God’s grace that our
lives are changed. Leader: We are counting on the active and amazing grace of God today. People:
By your Holy Spirit, enliven our worship. Leader: Help us by our actions to be faithful followers of
Jesus. People: For this, we give you thanks and praise.
Leader: It is time to worship! People: So we thank God for providing in ways more than we can
ask or imagine. Leader: It is time to worship! People: So we praise God for the privilege of gathering with a song in our hearts. Leader: It is time to worship! People: So we seek to honor God
through our responses and our gifts today. Leader: Let us worship God!
Leader: As we gather for worship, Africa is on our mind. People: Yes, as we gather for worship we
sense our connection to our larger global family. Leader: Our worship of God compels us to do
something to alleviate unnecessary suffering. People: So we will join others in a common fight
against malaria. Leader: Together we will eliminate this dreaded killer of children and pregnant
women. People: And today we raise our voices in a common cry. Together: Imagine No Malaria!

Leader: We remember the children in Africa who die every 30 seconds from malaria.
People: We give thanks that we can save the lives of children by offering bed nets to sleep under.
Leader: We remember the medical staff and community health workers who work to educate communities in Africa about the dangers of malaria, and treat those who suffer from this preventable
disease.
People: We give thanks for the generous souls who share the gift of knowledge to help protect
the vulnerable.
Leader: We remember the poverty of Sierra Leone, which has caused that country to have the highest
maternal and child death rate in the world – 40% of these deaths caused by malaria.
People: We give thanks that we have the opportunity to save lives.
Leader: We remember that Sierra Leones’ burden of illness reduces school attendance and laborers to
harvest crops.
People:
We give thanks that we have the opportunity to save communities.
Leader: We remember that educating a family on malaria prevention and treatment can save that
family the devastating grief of losing a loved one to malaria.
People: We give thanks that we have the opportunity save families.
ALL:

We give thanks that our gifts allow others to see the love of God through us.
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Calls to Worship
Leader: Thank you God for providing for us in ways we
cannot ask or imagine.
People: We are grateful for your blessings.
Leader: Thank you God for taking care of us and our
loved ones with gifts that surprise and delight us.
People: We are grateful for your blessings.
Leader: God because of our gratitude, we feel called to
respond to others.
People: We are grateful to have resources that we
can share with others.
Leader: God hear our prayers that we will give from the
goodness that has been given to us.
People: We are grateful to be a blessing to others.

Leader:
It is time to worship!
People:
So we thank God for providing in ways
more than we can ask or imagine.
Leader:
It is time to worship!
People:
So we praise God for the privilege of
gathering with a song in our hearts.
Leader:
It is time to worship!
People:
So we seek to honor God through our
responses and our gifts today.
Leader:
Let us worship God!
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Announcements

Friends, we are joining other churches in the ________________ Conference in a
month-long emphasis on Imagine No Malaria, a life-saving ministry that is
fighting malaria in Africa. Every year, there are nearly 500 million cases of malaria! 90% of those cases occur in sub-Saharan Africa. Juliet Mpanja, a young Ugandan woman helping with Imagine No Malaria estimates that she has had malaria
3 or 4 times a year since she was born. Lucky for her and her four sisters, her
mother and father were able to afford treatment and hospitalization when Julie’s
youngest sister fell gravely ill. However, others aren’t so lucky. Every 60 seconds a
child dies of malaria, despite the fact that malaria is a preventable, treatable, and
beatable disease. Much of the western world eliminated malaria in the 1950’s, yet
due to reduced funding and waning interest it was not eliminated in Africa,
where lives are being lost every day.
Over the next several weeks, we can all play a part in making this a successful
campaign.
Our Board has considered this ministry and decided to set a goal of
$____________ . This is the equivalent of ____ lives saved for each person, on average, attending worship at ____________ United Methodist Church.
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Announcements

Malaria is caused by a parasite, spread by the bite of a mosquito that only bites at
night. But did you know that in parts of Africa, malaria is thought to be caused by
witchcraft, a curse from one’s ancestors, or from eating too much palm oil? In
Zimbabwe, Sister Abigail, head of the nursing school at Nyadire United Methodist
Hospital is helping to change that. Before a net is ever handed to a family, Sister
Abigail hosts a community training to help local health volunteers learn about
malaria. When our nets are distributed, these volunteers go house to house having one-on-one conversations with families about the cause, prevention, symptoms and treatment of malaria. We know this method can significantly increase
proper net usage, which lowers the rates of malaria and can help us eliminate this
disease across Africa. You can help. Just $10 can impact a life through Imagine No
Malaria. Start considering today how many lives you can impact – is it one, ten or
even one hundred? On ______ (Date) we will be having a special “Sunday to Save
Lives” where everyone can join our effort to save lives through Imagine No Malaria.
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Announcements

Francess Beecher is a young mother in Sierra Leone. Last year, her firstborn son, 2
-year-old Jonathan, woke up sick with malaria. He caught a high fever and within
days became weak and anemic. The family took Jonathan to the village health
center, but he was too weak to recover. He died a few hours later. When United
Methodist volunteers helping to distribute nets met Francess in December, she
was five months pregnant. She and her husband received three insecticidetreated bed nets to protect their family from malaria, and she vowed to use them
to help her unborn child enjoy a long, healthy life.
Malaria IS beatable. We have already seen dramatic decreases of malaria infection
in communities where bed nets are made available. In Ethiopia, cases of malaria
in children under age five dropped by 73% in just five years. In Rwanda, malaria
rates have gone down by over 66%.
Remember that on ________ (Date) we will have a special offering as part of our
Imagine No Malaria emphasis. Please be in prayer about how you can help with
this important cause.
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Announcements

[NAME] UMC is helping to save lives through the Imagine No Malaria ministry.
Plan now to be part of our special Sunday to Save Lives next Sunday and invite a
friend or neighbor to join as well. Our church is joining with people from all over
the world in an effort to end deaths from malaria by 2015. Our church goal for
this effort is ____________. As we come together in prayer next week we will remember the tragedy of families in Africa who live in fear every day because of the
constant threat of this preventable and treatable disease. Please prayerfully consider how you might help. Consider whether you can answer the Impact 100 challenge and pledge a gift of $28 a month over the next three years. Your gift can impact 100 lives – providing bed nets and resources to prevent illness and provide
treatment to save the lives of children who are infected. Our brothers and sisters
are in need, and it is up to us to answer the call.
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Announcements

Welcome to a very special worship service to save lives through Imagine No Malaria.
Nearly a million lives are needlessly lost each year. Every 45 seconds, another child is
lost to a preventable disease. Malaria is bleeding a continent, draining the lifeblood
of a people and its future. Entire nations slipping away - slipping through life's precious net.
But not if we hear the buzzing inside of us, if we feel the call to act, to get involved, to
imagine a world without malaria, and then make it happen.
At General Conference 2008, as The United Methodist Church affirmed Imagine No
Malaria, Bill Gates, Sr. shared the following statement: “You are 12 million people
armed with the conviction that all the world is your parish. That makes you the most
powerful weapon there is against malaria.”
Malaria constitutes a global crisis and the faith-based community must respond. To
sit back and let vast numbers of women, children and youth die from diseases and
practices that are distant memories if not completely forgotten in the comfort of our
churches in the developed world is unconscionable.
The church is in a position to meet the needs of the people of Africa. Indeed, it is our
responsibility to do so. The world needs the church.
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