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Outstanding  
Local Share  
Checks as of 

6/10/2011
Checks issued 12/20/2010:

 | Livermore UMC • Livermore Falls, ME

 | UMC of Peterborough • Peterborough, NH 

 | Vida Abundante UMC • Providence, RI 

Checks issued 4/07/2011:

 | First UMC • Amesbury, MA

 | First UMC • Portsmouth, NH

 | Oakdale UMC • West Boylston, MA

 | Orange UMC • Orange, MA

 | Pearl Street UMC • Brockton, MA

Checks issued 5/04/2011:

 | Carter Memorial UMC • Needham, MA

If your church is listed above, please 

have someone contact Steve Hart at 

the NE Conference Administration 

Office, 978-682-8055, Ext. 112

" I hope that you 
will choose to 

continue giving
 from the heart, 

with joy and 
in thanksgiving 
for all that God 

has given you. ”
— Rev. Marion C. Grant

New England Conference
The United Methodist Church

This outstanding amount includes $1.4M 
from the second matching grant from 
Preacher’s Aid Society, which is designated 
to the Pastoral Retirement component of 
the campaign; approximately $700K from 
combined campaign churches, and approxi-
mately. $1.8M in undesignated funds that 
will be disbursed to the different beneficiaries 
when received.

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?
In closing her report, Grant noted that “one 

goal of the Together for Tomorrow campaign 
was to fund previously under-funded minis-
tries within our conference borders along with 
support for our International Covenants.” 

“Another goal,” she continued, “was to 
promote and help deepen a faithful theology 
of generous giving among and within our lo-
cal churches. Both of these goals were based 
on the call to make disciples for Jesus Christ 
wherever we find ourselves.” 

And then came the challenge: “I have 
just shared with you the amazing success 
in reaching our first goal, with over $10M 
already received and another almost $4M 
pledged toward the ministries supported by 
this campaign. However, what the members 
of our churches do individually, as well as cor-
porately as local churches, from here on in 
with the funds previously designated to this 
campaign will decide whether the second 
goal has been achieved. So where do we go 
from here?”

She then listed a number of areas where 
the lessons learned about giving generously 
during the TFT campaign could continued to 
be exercised:

=	Increased pledging to our local churches 
so that increased mission and ministry 
can be entered into in our own commu-
nities as we seek to bring the Good News 
of Jesus Christ to those in the community 
outside our church doors

=	Continued support for the ministries be-
ing supporting through the TFT campaign: 
Congregational Development, Pastoral 
Retirement/Preachers Aid Society, our

 Camp and Retreat Centers, our Nicaragua 
and West Angola Covenants 

=	Embracing support for the Advance 
Special opportunities that support many, 
many important ministries, both within 
our own conference and throughout our 
wider UM family

“God is always providing new and exciting 
opportunities to share in life-transforming and 
world-transforming ministries.” Grant shared. 
“May we continue to look forward to new ways 
to share the abundance that God has given us 
as co-partners in God’s mission in this world 
as we continue to embrace and live out the 
faithful giving patterns that we have learned 
as participants in Together for Tomorrow.” 

After extending a huge “Thank you” to 
all who helped make this campaign a success 
through their faithful and generous giving, 
she concluded, “I hope that you will choose to 
continue giving from the heart, with joy and 
in thanksgiving for all that God has given you. 
For that is what is needed in order to faith-
fully live side by side with our brothers and 
sisters both near and far, ensuring that all are 
made whole through the sharing of God’s 
bountiful resources.” 

CHANGE IN 
HOW TFT LOCAL 
SHARE CHECKS 
TO BE ISSUED
Effective December 2011, checks will 

be issued twice per year for all church-

es, in December and June of each year. 

If any questions, please contact Steve 

Hart at 978-682-8227, Ext. 112. 

Giving Celebrated continued from page 4 

TFT CONTACT CHANGE EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2011
The Rev. Marion Grant’s appointment to the Together for Tomorrow Campaign Office 

ends on June 30, 2011. Other members of the Conference Center’s Administrative Staff will 
be taking over her responsibilities. Please contact Deborah Cannella at 978-682-8055, ext. 
131 or admin-asst@neumc.org regarding questions related to TFT after July 1, 2011.

“I have been blessed by my time in the Together for Tomorrow office, and 
have been happy to share my financial and administrative gifts in this way. 
However, I look forward to being able to put my full attention and energy into 
local church ministry once again beginning July 1st.” 

Administrative Financial Assistant
TFT Office (2007–2011)

Note: Marion has served as pastor of First United Parish, Everett, MA 
since July 2007, and will be continuing in that appointment.

Dorothy R. Hollenbeck

Administrative Assistant

James T. McPhee

Assistant to the Bishop/

Dir. of Connectional 

Peter D. Weaver

Bishop

New England Conference

 

     

 

June 20, 2011

Dear Partners in the Ministry of Together for Tomorrow,

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow!

 Thank you for your generous support of Together for Tomorrow (TFT). Across the past five years 

God has inspired you and thousands of others in our conference to contribute to the amazing success of 

this effort.

 Your participation and commitment has contributed to the improvement of our camps, support for 

clergy retirement benefits, launching creative congregational development initiatives, meeting critical 

missional needs in Nicaragua and West Angola, and new local church projects that would not have 

otherwise happened.

 The original goal was $10 million, which we surpassed with net pledges of over $14 million. We are 

grateful for the continuing contributions as those commitments are being completed.

 May God’s blessings continue to flow in and through us to others as we follow Christ together in all 

our tomorrows.

Grace and Peace,

Peter D. Weaver

The United Methodist Church

The Boston Area Episcopal Office

276 Essex Street  •  PO BOX 249

Lawrence, MA  01842-0449

978-682-7555 x 250   FAX: 978-682-9555

e-mail: bishopsoffice@neumc.org

A letter from our Bishop...
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Interior 
5 Years of Together for Tomorrow Giving Celebrated at New England Annual Conference 2011
“Living Side by Side: The Broken and The Whole” (2011 ANNUAL CONfERENCE ThEME)

With 361, or over two-thirds of NEAC Churches (excluding Vermont), 
participating, we far exceeded the original goal of $10M, with 

Net Pledges totaling $14,619,162 as of May 31, 2011.

Together for Tomorrow
Net Pledges As of May 31, 2011

At the Saturday morning session of the 
2011 New England Annual Conference, the 
Rev. Marion C. Grant, presenter for the Together 
for Tomorrow campaign, began her presenta-
tion with a short history of the campaign:

Campaign History: The Together for 
Tomorrow Campaign grew out of three years of 
prayer, deliberation, consultation, and planning, 
with a focus on our churches’ growing minis-
terial, programmatic, endowment, and capital 
needs. During that time, a feasibility study was 
done to determine how much could be raised 
and what projects we should support. 

The vast majority of laity and clergy voted 
at Annual Conference 2004 to launch this 
campaign. Together we voted to, as Jesus told 
his disciples, “row into deeper waters to cast 
our nets.”

The Campaign Executive Committee, 
along with many of our churches, embraced 
this campaign as a new avenue for us all to 
demonstrate Christian Stewardship and to 
obtain new resources to help us to boldly 
proclaim Christ to the world. 

Out of that history,” Rev. Grant noted, ”a 
Vision grew to raise $10 million in support of 
five areas of identified need: Congregational 
Development, Pastoral Retirement, Camp 
and Retreat Ministries, Local Churches, 
and our International Covenants.” A formal 
pledge drive was entered into in April 2005 
and completed in May of 2006. 

Grant then went on to report and cel-
ebrate the amazingly successful results of this 
huge endeavor at this 5-year mark: 

The rest of Rev. Grant’s presentation cel-
ebrated the Goals Achieved in the five areas 
of identified need designated to benefit from 
the Together for Tomorrow campaign:

GOALS ACHIEVED: 
CAMPS AND RETREAT MINISTRIES

“Together we see the transforming power 
of camps and retreat ministries illuminating 
the gifts of God within the Family of God,” 
and have been successful in making the fol-
lowing possible through the generous giving 
to TFT:

Camp Aldersgate 

3 Has installed a new roof and winterized 
the waterlines in the dining hall 

3 The great hall in the Retreat Center has 
also received a new roof, and the middle 
wing bathrooms and meeting room 
have been updated and renovated.

3 New High and Low Rope Courses are 
now in place

3	Eight (8) R.V. sites have been created for 
family and volunteer group usage

3	An outdoor Amphitheater has been built 
which can accommodate 200 people for 
outdoor worship, campfires, and programs

3	and, there is a Lodge basement renova-
tion currently in progress

Camp Mechuwana

3	Every dollar from TFT has been put into 
the “Mechuwana Open Endowment 
Fund’ with the United Methodist 
Foundation of New England, and the in-
terest from that account (which includes 
other funds as well) has been used to fin-
ish off the second retreat building.

Rolling Ridge Conference 
and Retreat Center

3	Did a Feasibility Study and Capital Needs 
Assessment of the complete property, 
including a landscape research.

3	Installed a new roof and windows in the 
Pool House, and repaired the pool 

3	The Main House has received a number 
of improvements: Upgrades to hot wa-
ter tanks, the boiler, and mattresses; the 
wood floors have been refinished, and a 
new kitchen mixer, washer & dryer have 
been purchased.

3	Other work done includes various roof 
repairs, gutters repaired or replaced; 
electrical box upgraded; steps and ma-
sonry have been repaired; a new Lawn-
mower; and roads and grounds project.

3	Finally, in the Office: New computers, includ-
ing server, anti-virus protection; and new 
computer software have been purchased

Camp Wanakee

3	All Together for Tomorrow funds received 
have gone to pay for construction of the 
new shower house.

GOALS ACHIEVED: 
CONGREGATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

“Together we understand our call and 
mission to make disciples for Jesus Christ,” and 
through Together for Tomorrow we have suc-
cessfully provided grants for new initiatives in 
existing congregations and new church starts 
since 2009.

TFT Congregational Development Grants 
awarded in 2009 and 2010 have helped to 
support: 

=	A variety of Youth Ministries on both the 
local church and District levels;

=	Local church outreach programs and 
staffing, including training for Small 
Group/House Fellowships, development 
of a community center;

=	Local church redevelopment, and 
Shared ministry initiatives.

Note that Grant Requests for 2011 are due 
September 15, 2011

GOALS ACHIEVED: 
PASTORAL RETIREMENT

“Together we recognize responsibility 
to those members of the clergy who have 
dedicated their lives to evangelism and the 
achievement of God’s word.”

A very special 
matching grant propos-
al from The Preacher’s 
Aid Society of New 
England in the amount 
of $1M helped to get the 
Together for Tomorrow 
campaign off the ground in the beginning 
year of the campaign. Additionally, a second 
challenge from The Preacher’s Aid Society 
guaranteed another $1.5M in matching gifts, 
bringing specially designated funds from 
the Preacher’s Aid Society for the Pastoral 
Retirement component of the campaign to 
$2.5 million. 

These special matching grant proposals 
proved to be an amazingly successful catalyst 
toward reaching our total goal of $10M, and 
we are hugely indebted to The Preacher’s Aid 
Society for their wonderful trust in and sup-
port for this campaign. 

GOALS ACHIEVED: 
INTERNATIONAL COVENANTS 

“Together we realize the importance 
of sharing with our brothers and sisters in 
Nicaragua and West Angola the gifts that God 
has bestowed upon us.” The success of this re-
alization is evident in the many programs that 
TFT funds have supported thus far: 

Nicaragua Covenant
Funds from the Together for Tomorrow 

campaign have been used to continue to 
fund ministries with our Covenant Partner, 
Las Asociacion de Iglesias de Cristo de 
Nicaragua (AICN) which include education, 
health care, women’s economic development 
(sewing), and luncheon nutrition programs. 

Additionally, TFT funds have also been 
used to support ongoing ministry programs 
with Iglesia Evangelica Metodista de Nicaragua 
(IGLEMEN), which includes providing health 
care and school supplies; and with Fundacion 
NITCA (Friends of NITCA), which provides 
educational assistance. Finally, funding also 
goes to support the Amanacer Mobile Health 
Clinic (AMHC), an independent mobile clinic 
providing health and dental care to the poor 
in 60 different communities, including those 
related to the AICN and IGLEMEN.

Other ministries supported previously 
with TFT funds have been partnerships with 
Christian Aid Ministries (free over-the-coun-
ter medicine), El Povenir (clean water proj-
ects), and Cross International (transportation 
of material aid).

West Angola Covenant
Together for Tomorrow funds helped 

establish The Luanda Communications 
Department in 2008, which provides ongo-
ing training in computer technology.

In 2009 funds were sent to assist local 
churches in West Angola in rebuilding after 
tremendous storms and flooding damaged 
church facilities in many areas.

In 2010, the Africa Planning Committee, 
along with Bishop Weaver, voted to fund the 
first two years of a four-year comprehen-
sive proposal brought to them by Bishop 
Domingos and Dr. daGraca of the West 
Angola Conference which has long-reaching 
goals and objectives aimed at improving 
the life conditions of men, women, youth 
and children through the implementation of 
self-sustainable projects aimed at eradicat-
ing poverty throughout West Angola. This 
proposal included the purchase of a truck to 
be used in service to this ministry, and we are 
pleased to report that this particular goal was 
accomplished in April of this year. 

As pledge contributions continue to 
come in, we will continue to support these 
important, life-changing ministries in both 
Nicaragua and West Angola. 

GOALS ACHIEVED:
LOCAL CHURCH MINISTRIES

“Together we know our potential as con-
gregations to improve our communities 
through hands-on ministries.”

One of the unusual features of the 
Together for Tomorrow campaign was that 
local churches could fold local mission and 
ministry needs into a combined campaign 
with TFT. Because of this, as noted earlier, 
just under $3.4M of total pledges received is 
designated for the local mission and ministry 
needs of the 39 churches that ran combined 
campaigns have identified. 

Of the $10.7M pledge donations received 
to date, over $3.6M has already been sent on 
to the local churches who participated in the 
campaign. These funds have been used in a 
variety of ways, such as: 

3	Capital improvements to buildings so 
they can be better used for mission and 
ministry; 

3	Support for Local Church youth programs 
and ministries, including providing music 
and camping grants and college scholar-
ships for deserving youth; and

3	Mission outreach to communities sur-
rounding our churches, including sup-
port for Habitat for Humanity, local food 
pantries and soup kitchens, and Family 
Crisis Services; and funding for Vacation 
Bible Schools and other local church out-
reach programs. 

IT’S NOT OVER YET!!
“Today we are celebrating 5 years of 

faithfulness to the Together for Tomorrow 
campaign,” noted Rev. Grant. “Additionally, 
we anticipate that pledge contributions will 
continue to come in to support all of these 
important ministries, as there is currently ap-
proximately $3.9M in pledge commitments 
still to be received from those individuals and 
churches who are continuing to faithfully sup-
port the campaign into the near future.

see Giving Celebrated page 5 

This $14.6M includes: 
Designated for Pastoral Retirement by Preachers’s Aid Society ................ $2.5M
Designated by Individual givers for the various components $330K*
Designated to the 39 local churches who ran combined campaigns $3.4M*
Undesignated funds to be distributed to the five areas $8.4M*
Total of Net Pledges Received To Date: ........................................................73%
Total Pledge Contributions Received to Date: .................................. $10,761,830
*Less campaign expenses


