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Gary Russell Akeley

Always proud of his heritage as a native of Aroostook County, Gary was born on
November 4, 1951 in Presque Isle, ME to Russell and Marilyn Akeley. After graduat-
ing from Fort Fairfield High School in June 1970, he earned a B.A. at the University of
Maine at Presque Isle in 1974, and later an M.Div from Bangor Theological Seminary
in 1988. 

While still in seminary Gary began his ministry at Pembroke, ME in 1987. The follow-
ing year he was ordained deacon in the former Maine Conference and appointed to
Columbia Falls, Addison, and Orrington for two years. In 1990 he was ordained elder.
He subsequently served at Strong, Salem, followed by Westbrook, and South Portland’s

Elm Street UMC (1992–2005). Gary’s last pastorate was at Randolph and East Pittston, where he was pastor from
2006 to the time of his death in August 2011. 

Gary served on many Conference boards, including Evangelism, Discipleship, “Vision 2000,” Central Maine
District Board of Church Location and Building, NEUM Federal Credit Union, and the UM Economic Ministry
at Salem and Solon, of which he was president. However, youth ministry was his primary interest. He became the
Maine Annual Conference Youth Director (CCYM), a regular camp counselor at Mechuwana for 20 years, a mem-
ber of the Commission on Camping and Outdoor Ministries, The Mechuwana Site Committee, and the Crisis
Team at the Strong, ME schools. Active in outreach ministries, Gary was Anchor Pastor of the Western Main Rural
Regional Ministry, a member of the Board of Healthreach Community Health, and a member of the Maine
Council of Churches, and chaplain of Franklin Memorial Hospital.

A devotee of “anything with wheels,” Gary enjoyed driving trucks and his motorcycle, on which he and his wife
Bonny took many trips. Gary loved his family, especially his grandchildren, telling stories of past experiences,
observing nature, and enjoying coffee milkshakes. He was remembered as a man who cared deeply for the lost,
the sick, and the helpless, the ones who fell behind, and the ones searching for hope, healing and salvation. 

Gary died of cancer on August 4, 2011. His funeral was held on August 6 at Randolph (ME) UMC, with the Rev.
Beverly Stenmark, D.S, and the Rev. Jin Yong Choi officiating. Burial was at Fairmont Cemetery, Presque Isle. Gary
is survived by his wife, Bonny, now residing in Waterville, ME: their son Steven and his wife, Julie; and three
granddaughters. Gary was predeceased by his parents, Russell and Marilyn Akeley. 

George Hudson Ball

Fondly remembered as a professor of religion and an inspiration to students and his
many friends, George was born on May 23, 1915 in Junee, New South Wales, Australia,
to the Rev. Frederick J. and Anna (Shultes) Ball, who were Methodist missionaries. At
age 11 he and his parents moved back to New York State. George then earned an A.B.
and LL.B. at Cornell University. and later a B.D. and PhD at Yale University. During
World War II he served as a chaplain and ambulance driver with Gen. Patten’s 3rd
Army (305th Medical Battalion) from 1942 to 1946.

Ordained in the former Troy Conference, as well as being a member of the New York
State Bar, George found his real calling in teaching, initially at Oberlin College and

Hamline University. But his true professional home became Whitman College, Walla Walla, WA, where in 1960 he
established the Department of Religion. As Weyerhaeuser Professor of Biblical Literature, he taught religion, the-
ology, and ethics. In 1979 George received the first Distinguished Teaching Award. After retirement in 1980, he
taught in the interdisciplinary General Studies Programs at Whitman until 2004. Throughout his career he con-
tinued counseling until final retirement in 2006 at the age of 91. 
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George was respected by many as “an institutional conscience” for his stand for civil rights and against
McCarthyism and the Vietnam War. His optimism and belief in the potential good in all persons were well-
known, as well as his love of sports, especially tennis. He enjoyed “making small gestures” for good on behalf of
his neighbors and the care of the earth.

After a long and fruitful life, George died at home in Walla Walla on January 1, 2012 at the age of 96. His memo-
rial service was held on January 28 at Cordiner Hall, Whitman College, with the Rev. Adam Kirtley presiding.
George is survived by his wife of 62 years, Nancy Ann Cronin Ball, their four children, Alan, Sarah, Larry, and
Eric, and their families; and a sister, Dorothy Lewis. George was predeceased by his parents, Frederick and Anna
Ball; a sister, Kathryn Smiley; and a brother, Fred Ball.

Wallen Lovet Bean

The recipient of the 2010 Sydney Adams Award for Distinguished Service in Ecumenical
Ministry, Wallen was born on February 12, 1922 in Moorefield, WV to Orven and Essye
Bean. He graduated from Western Maryland College with a B.A. degree in 1944, followed
by a S.T.B. in 1947 and an M.A. in 1969, both from Boston University.

Ordained deacon in 1947 and elder in 1949, Wallen first served the Peabody (MA)
Methodist Church. He then served New England churches in Bradford, West Roxbury,
Orleans (1957–62), and Trinity UMC, New Bedford (1962–66). After retirement in
1966, he was pastor for several years at Smith Neck Friends Meeting in Dartmouth, MA.

Wallen then turned to extension ministries as Senior Counselor at Rodman Job Corps, New Bedford, MA from
1966 to 1968. He then joined the staff of Corrigan Mental Health Center in Fall River (1968–71). He became
Associate Director of Social Services at the Department of Mental Health for the Cape and the Islands. A long-
time member of the Greater New Bedford Inter-Church Council, he worked as a counselor and chaplain at St.
Luke’s Hospital. He helped establish the local Parkinson’s Support Group at the Dartmouth Senior Center. He also
served on the Board of Coastline Elderly Services and was honored for “outstanding voluntary service” in 2008. 

Wallen loved to sing, having been a member of the Seminary Singers at BU and the Greater New Bedford Choral
Society. He instilled a love of music in his sons and their children. He was also an avid gardener, fisherman, fam-
ily man, and storyteller. His variety of experiences and his sense of humor were evident in his memoir, A Most
Uninitiated Hillbilly.

Wallen died on March 27, 2012 in New Bedford. His memorial service was held on March 31 at Smith Neck
Friends Meeting, South Dartmouth, MA, with Pastor Eric Wasileski, SNFM, and Pastor Charles Morse of Allen’s
Neck Friends Meeting, officiating. His ashes will be scattered on the grounds of Old Apponagansett Meeting
House, Dartmouth. Wallen is survived by his wife of 66 years, Christine Bean; three sons and their wives: Charles
and Eileen Leahy Bean, James and Cynthia Bean, and John and Stephanie Weisz Bean; three grandchildren; and
a brother, Rodney.

Robert S. Brightman

A parish minister for years in three Conferences and Professor of Theology at Boston
College, Bob was born on October 17, 1928 in Boston to Erma (Fall) and Edgar
Sheffield Brightman. Bob graduated from Swarthmore College in 1950 and Boston
University School of Theology in 1953.

Bob’s ministry began in 1953 at Colrain & East Colrain in the former New England
Conference. Transferred to the former Maine Conference, he served Harrington &
West Harrington (1956–60), Woodland (1960–64), and South Eliot (1964). After a 2-
year school appointment, he served at Morgan Memorial: Church of All Nations
(1966–69). In October 1969, Bob became Asst. Professor in the Dept of Theology of
Boston College, where he taught for 6 years (1969–75). Returning to parish ministry in town & country settings,



Bob was appointed to the Housatonic Valley Cooperative Parish (1976–79), Stonington: Mystic: First/Old Mystic
(1980–86), and Glastonbury (1987–92), from which he retired in 1993 with nearly 35 years of active ministry.

Bob and his wife, Eleanor, then moved to Martha’s Vineyard where they spent 16 happy years. They then relocat-
ed to Newtown, Pennsylvania, where he was a group leader at Yardley UMC. In all his ministerial activities, he was
known as a very outgoing person with a special laugh.

Bob died on February 17, 2012 in Newtown, PA. His memorial service was held on March 24 at Pennswood
Village, Newtown. Bob is survived by his wife of 32 years, Eleanor Maie Lacy Brightman, and family.

Phyllis Christel Dodd

Admired as a teacher, pastor, and youth worker in a variety of settings, Phyllis was
born on February 13, 1920 in West Hartford, CT to Bertha Lawrence (Hitchcock) and
the Rev. Philip Harrison Dodd. She graduated in 1937 from Hampton Bays High
School, and attended Randolph-Macon Women’s College, Lynchburg, VA followed by
Savage School of Physical Education in New York City. She then earned a B.A. at Beloit
(WI) College, an M.S. at the University of Connecticut, Storrs, CT, and an M.Div. at
Bangor (ME) Theological Seminary.

Phyllis’s first career was teaching, in elementary and high schools and colleges, in CT,
NY, MA, and ME. At the YWCA she was Director of Sports, administration, and teach-

ing. She became Executive Director of the Camp Fire Girls. She also was a production worker at Kimberly Clark,
in quality control for Hitchcock Chair, and a riding instructor at her own stable. 

At age 55, Phyllis experienced a call to ministry, so she retired from her other careers and went to seminary, first
at Union in New York City and later at Bangor. She was ordained deacon in 1978 and elder in 1986 in the former
Maine Conference. Her first appointment was at Unity (1977), followed by Pembroke (1983), Peak’s Island
(1984–85), Randolph (1986–87), Alton, and Howland. After retirement, she had the honor of being called back
three times to churches she had formerly served. During her pastorates, she also served as chairperson of the local
church Women’s Fellowship and chairperson of the local Red Cross blood drives. She took part in digs with the
American Indian Archaeological Institute and worked for the local Community Chest. She loved the outdoors –
camping and RVing, along with travel, reading, and several women’s societies. Phyllis is remembered for her kind-
ness, gentleness and generosity, one who “was interesting and easy to talk with, as she had accomplished so much
in life in such a variety of subjects.” 

Phyllis’ very full life came to a close on May 21, 2012 in Hartford, CT. Her memorial service was held on June 16
at Pleasant Hill Cemetery, Freedom, ME, with Gwen Chase, M.Div. officiating. Phyllis is survived by her sisters,
Margaret D. Eastman of Whitney Point, NY, Virginia D. Wells and her husband, Harry, of Danbury, CT, and
Barbara D. Protheroe of Ashford, CT; a brother, John N. Dodd of Bethel, CT; several nieces and nephews; and her
companion of 35 years, Carlene F. Bessey, of Palmyra, ME. Phyllis was predeceased by her parents; two brothers:
Rev, Philip H. Dodd and Robert Hancock Dodd; and a sister, Mary D. Zepp and her husband, Rev. Ira Zepp. 

Richard Wayne Dupee
A pastor for 35 years in the Southern New England Conference, Richard was born on
February 15, 1938 in Brockton, MA to Kenneth and Gertrude Dupee. He graduated
from the Brockton schools, earned a B.A. degree at Boston University College of
Liberal Arts in 1960, and an MDiv degree at BU School Of Technology in 1963. He
also earned several certificates in premarital counseling and thanatology.

Richard began his ministry as a student pastor in 1959 at Marstons Mills, followed by
Wareham & Marion (1961–63), and Washington (1963–4), He was associate pastor at
South UMC, Manchester, CT from 1965 to 1968, after which he was pastor of
Aquidneck Island Parish and Middleton (1968–72). He then became pastor of the
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United Parish, Lunenburg, MA (1973–78), Eastham/Orleans, MA (1979–81), North UMC, Manchester, CT
91982–86), North Kingstown, RI (1987–90) Wakefield/Lynnfield, MA (1991–93) and finally, Gardner, MA
(1994–95), from which he retired in 1996. In addition to his many years in the parishes, Richard also served on
the Southern New England Conference Board of Ordained Ministry.

After, retirement, Richard continued to serve by teaching adult Bible studies in several churches in Rhode Island
and Massachusetts. His hobbies included motorcycling, guitar and harmonica lessons, calligraphy, knife throwing,
reading and study. He is remembered as “highly intelligent, laid back, generous, with a dry sense of humor.”

Richard died on October 22, 2011 at Riverview Healthcare Center, Coventry,RI. His memorial service was held on
November 3rd at Crawford UMC, Winchester, MA, with his son, the Rev. Eric Dupee, and the Rev. John White, UCC,
of Dudley, MA, presiding. Richard is survived by his wife, Bonnie Dupee, of Warwick, RI; a daughter, Laura
Dauphinais; a son, the Rev. Eric Dupee and his wife, the Rev. Amy Bruch; a step-daughter, Kim Holleran; a step-son
Timothy Marshall, and his wife Jill; and five grandchildren. Richard was predeceased by his first wife, Sylvia L. Dupee.

Daniel Dunaway Harlan

Dan is remembered as energetic and creative, whose vision of ministry exceeded the
models of his time. He was born on Christmas Day 1923. He was ordained in the
Baltimore Conference as deacon in 1954 and elder in 1969. He then served as a mis-
sionary in Alaska under the auspices of the National Division of the UM Board of
Missions. Returning to school in Boston, he was appointed in 1962 to Orr’s Island, ME.
He transferred into the Maine Conference in 1964 and was appointed to Caribou. Dan
was also active in the Ecumenical Institute, and was convinced that the church need-
ed to be “in the marketplace” to be effective. 

Feeling the need for wider horizons than what previous local churches offered, Dan
relocated to Augusta and became Associate Pastor at Green Street UMC. The pastor at that time, Rev. David
Glusker, remembers Dan as chairing the site committee for David’s doctoral thesis, “guiding with a gentle hand.”
Dan also provided encouragement and leadership in reorganizing the committee in that local church to spread
out the service opportunities for the best use of parishioners’ time and talent. Here, too, Dan was cited for his
“guidance, support, and courage.” Always interested in missions, Dan chaired the Maine Conference Board of
Mission for several years. 

In addition to his parish work, Dan was active in the Maine State Government in the area of agriculture. He even-
tually returned to Caribou and opened a bookstore. His later years saw a variety of activities. He died on March
1, 2012 in North Carolina, and is survived by his wife, Mary Harlan, of Bangor, ME.

Doris Hartman

The first woman to receive full clergy rights in the former Troy Conference, as well as
being a highly respected missionary in Japan, Doris was born on November 2, 1913 in
Cedarville, Ohio to George and Lida (Owings) Hartman. She graduated from
Cedarville High School in 1930 and Cedarville College in 1934. After teaching high
school in Ohio for five years, she earned a degree in Christian Education from the
Hartford Seminary Foundation. 

In 1941–42 Doris worked for the Vermont Church Council. She then became pastor
in Waterville, VT (1942–46) and associate pastor and Director of Christian Education
in the Lake Region Parish, Barton, VT (1946–52). That year, Doris went to Japan as a
“J-3” short-term missionary, teaching English and Bible in the Hiroshima Girls’ School (“Jogakuin”). Feeling a call
to a full-time missionary service, she studied Japanese in Kobe for 2 years, then resumed teaching in Hiroshima.
During a furlough in 1963, she earned a B.D. from Union Theological Seminary, then returned to Japan as a pio-
neer evangelist in Furuichi, a suburb of Hiroshima. She started a house church where she lived, began church
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school for children, and taught English to adults. By the time she retired in 1981, her small congregation had built
its own sanctuary and hired a full-time Japanese pastor. 

Returning to the US, Doris settled in the Pioneer Valley and became active in Wesley UMC, as chair of the
Missions Committee, a choir member, and a leader in resettlement of Cambodian refugees in her area. She taught
English to Japanese students, and traveled extensively. She was also a member of learning in retirement, senior
hikers, and the Habitat for Humanity board. In 1993 she was honored with the Martin Luther King Citizens’
Award. In 2000, she published her memoirs of Japan titled, “My Life of Hiroshima; 1952–1981.” Known by many
as a person of integrity, Doris is remembered for her wisdom, generosity, strength courage, speaking her mind and
ardently pursuing her goals. 

On July 4, 2011, Doris died peacefully at age 97 in Amherst, MA. Her memorial service was held at Wesley UMC,
Hadley, MA on July 23, with the Revs. Ron Wilson and Jim Harvey officiating. Burial of ashes was in Cedarville,
Ohio. Doris is survived by her brother, Neil Hartman and his wife Marion; her sister-in-law, Peggy Hartman; sev-
eral nieces, a nephew; and their many children. Doris was predeceased by her parents; her sister Esther Mae
Reynolds; her brother, Justin Hartman; and a niece, Holly Hartman. 

Donald L. Holt

Remembered as “a happy, smiling, and devoted pastor in his more than 40 years of min-
istry,” Don was born on October 11, 1936 in Malden, MA to Ebert A. and Dorothy R.
(Gerry) Holt. After graduating from Malden High School, he earned a B.A. degree at
Union College (NY), followed by an M.Div. at Drew University Theological School, (NJ).

A firm foundation for Don’s ministry was laid at his home church, Centre UMC,
Malden, MA. After serving as student pastor and youth minister at three churches in
Kentucky, he was appointed to Island Heights, NJ, and later to Byfield, Newburyport,
Worcester, Oxford, Lynn, Chelmsford, and Eastham, MA. In 1990–91, he led the
Aldersgate congregation (Chelmsford) to the successful completion of a new educa-

tional and fellowship wing. He also served as Chaplain to the Newburyport and Oxford Fire Departments. At
Oxford he was honored to serve as a volunteer firefighter as well. After retirement in 1999, Don served as Minister
of Visitation at First UMC, Chatham, MA.

Active in social justice affairs, Don became chairman of the Oxford Housing Authority, overseeing the establish-
ment of affordable senior housing there. Don led his congregation in civil rights marches, Habitat for Humanity,
the Heifer Project, the Nicaragua Covenant of the New England United Methodist Conference, and many activi-
ties in support of the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), He was an advocate for everyone who
needed a voice, and supported efforts for humane treatment of all animals. He also went on 5 mission trips to
Nicaragua, as well as traveling to Singapore and Israel.

Don loved being outside and was an avid mountain hiker for almost 50 years. He and his best friend and broth-
er-in-law, the Rev. James Todd, climbed peaks from Mt. Washington to the Colorado Rockies. Don frequently led
youth groups on overnight backpacking hikes to mountain peaks in NH and ME. In addition to his collecting ele-
phants and books, he loved walking the beaches of Cape Cod. Don was known to play “a mean hand of cribbage.”
He is also fondly remembered for his off-key but enthusiastic singing, his bear hugs, and his heart for God and
people.

After a long battle with dementia, Don died on January 31, 2012 in Centerville, MA. His memorial service was
held on February 4 at First UMC, Chatham. Don is survived by his wife of 13 years, Pastor Deborah Holt of
Chatham; his children with Ruth (Krebs) Holt: Barry Holt and his wife, Jennifer Nelson, of Arlington, MA, Donna
Holt and her husband, James Archibald, of Darien, CT, Thomas Holt and his wife Pamala of Dudley, MA, stepchil-
dren: Sharon Kieck and her husband Harry of Easton, MD, and Gregory Fulcher and his wife Petra Steinbuchel
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of San Francisco, CA; his brother-in-law, the Rev. James Todd, and his wife Mary; 10 grand-children; his sister,
Priscilla Holt West, of Ada, Ohio; and numerous nieces, nephews, and loving friends. Don is lovingly remembered
as “a living parable of faith.” 

Homer L. Jernigan

Well-known and highly respected as Professor of Pastoral Care and Counseling at
Boston University School of Theology for 34 years, Homer was born on March 6,
1922, in Longmont, CO. In 1943 he earned a B.A. in Social Science from the University
of Denver. He became a staunch advocate for social justice and human rights, even
being expelled by his fraternity for advocating racial integration. He was also jailed
briefly for civil disobedience in sitting in the “colored” section of a movie theater in
Denver. In 1946 he graduated from Union Theological Seminary, New York City, and
was appointed to churches in St. Albans and Amityville, Long Island, NY After ordi-
nation, Homer served as a hospital chaplain in Chicago and Staunton, VA. 

Homer’s passion for training pastors in practical engagement inspired him to gain accreditation as a Clinical
Pastoral Education (CPE) Supervisor in 1953. He was a founding member of the American Association of
Pastoral Counselors. He earned a PhD in psychology at Northwestern University in 1959, and led the develop-
ment of “teaching parishes” or sites for student pastors to learn practical ministry. In addition to being a Bible
scholar, Homer was skilled in integrating theological insights with techniques in interpersonal communication. 

In 1957, Homer joined the faculty at Boston University School of Theology, where he remained for 34 years. In 1963
he was named to the Albert Danielsen Chair of Pastoral Care and Counseling, and directed the Institute until 1971.
A former colleague at BUSTH, Merle Jordan, remembered Homer as “a thoughtful and quiet man,… very creative
and sensitive…” Homer’s sabbatical year 1971–72 found him in Singapore where he taught at Trinity Theological
College and was clinical director at a counseling center. After retirement in 1991, Homer and his wife Margaret,
whom he married in 1949, returned to teaching at Trinity in Singapore. He also worked at Dunghai University in
Taichung, Taiwan. Together they authored Aging in Chinese Society: A Holistic Approach to the Experience o f Aging
in Taiwan and Singapore (Routledge, 1992). A second book, unfinished, profiled the lives of Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Mahatma Ghandi, and Bishop Desmond Tutu “as models of the way Christians need to be in the 21st century.”

After his wife’s death in 2005, he moved to the Kendall Retirement Community in Hanover, NH. There he con-
tinued teaching and ministry in empowering elders and stewardship of the environment. There, according to his
son, he also developed a “second calling as a church-oriented singer.” Homer was always a family man

Homer died of a stroke on July 30, 2011. His memorial services were held at the Kendall Community, Hanover,
NH on September 17, and at the United Parish, Auburndale, MA on September 18, 2011. He is survived by his
second wife, Jean Nolte, his daughters Daryl Jernigan Battin, Catherine Jernigan Wolinsky, Nan Jernigan
Danforth; his sons David and Christopher Jernigan; and six grandchildren. He was predeceased by his first wife,
Margaret Jane Belinfante Jernigan, in 2005. 

Jang Don Joo

Jang Don was born on November 18, 1932. He was ordained in the Nebraska
Conference and served there from 1978 to 1982. He then transferred to the New
England Conference for 13 years as pastor in Strong, ME (1983–86) and at Elm Street
UMC, South Portland, ME (1987–90). He then served First Community UMC,
Medford, MA from 1993 until his retirement in 1996. 

Jang Don died in Brooklyn, NY on February 26, 2012. His memorial service was held
on March 2 at Grace UMC, Brooklyn. He is survived by his wife, Insook Joo, also of
Brooklyn, and a daughter, Heidy, and her husband, Steve.
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Ronald W. Ober

Ronald was 2010 recipient of the Gold Cane for both his age and years of service in
the New England Conference. He was born on September 26, 1914 in Penn Yan, NY
to Roy and Muriel (Bailey) Ober. He grew up in the mountains of central PA. where
he enjoyed swimming, ice skating, hunting and fishing, as well as driving a coal truck
for his father when not in school.
In 1936 Ron graduated from Alleghany College, Meadville, PA, majoring in education
and German, with the goal of teaching. Lack of job openings forced him to become a
printer for 3 years at a Niagara Falls newspaper. Feeling a call to ministry, Ron entered
Boston University School of Theology in 1939, graduating with an S.T.B. degree in 1942.

That same year he was student pastor in Danvers for the summer. He earned an M.A. in 1948, also at BUSTH.
Ron’s first full-time appointment came in 1944 at Hamburg,, PA in the Eastern PA Conference. He then was
appointed to St. Mark’s UMC, Harrisburg until 1948 when he returned to the New England Conference. During
his 3 years at First UMC, Arlington, MA the church grew rapidly He was then appointed to Lafayette Street UMC,
Salem, MA (1951–55), where his warm, supportive pastoral style drew many new members. In 1956 Ron became
pastor at Greenwood Church, Dorchester, leading that church through the strain of becoming integrated. After 6
fruitful years there, Ron became senior pastor of the large College Avenue UMC, Somerville (1962–67), followed
by an 8-year pastorate at Wollaston UMC, Quincy. In both churches, his compassionate pastoral skills, spiritual
depth, and dynamic outreach were greatly appreciated. Finally, after many years of hard work, Ron requested and
was granted a small parish in Ipswich, MA, which he happily served until his retirement in 1979. 
Ron and Mary then moved to Penney Farms Retirement Community near Jacksonville, FL where they lived for
18 years. Ron continued to preach, visit in nursing homes, tutor local school children, and welcome his grandchil-
dren’s visits. In 1997, the Obers relocated to Elyria, Ohio. Ron was a 50-year member of Rotary Club Int., as well
as continuing to preach, tutor, and play handbells. After losing his wife, Mary, in 2000, he gradually recovered and
resumed his many activities, becoming one of the most popular gentlemen in that community. He was especially
pleased at being awarded the New England Conference Golden Cane in 2010. 
Ron died on May 27, 2012 at age 97, after a long struggle with dementia. His funeral was held in the Chapel of
Wesleyan Village, Elyria, Ohio, on June 2, after burial in the mountains of PA where he grew up. Ron is survived
by a daughter, Ellen and her husband, Russell; two grandchildren, Stephen and Sarah, and one great-granddaugh-
ter, Carmen. Ron was predeceased by his wife of 58 years, Mary Lois (Marsh) Ober.

Robert H. Plummer

A pastor for 36 years in the former Maine Conference, Bob was born on July 21, 1923
in Portland, ME to Record L. and Alice (Howe) Plummer. He graduated in 1941 from
Portland High School, and served in the U.S. Army 1st. Med Depot Co. in Europe dur-
ing WWII. After his military service, he graduated from Mountain Union College,
Alliance, Ohio, in 1950. Three years later he earned an S.T.M. at Boston University
School of Theology.
Bob began parish ministry in York and Vanceboro, ME while in seminary.in the early
1950’s. He then served in Waldoboro (1953–55) and three long pastorates in Lewiston
(1956–62), Brunswick (1963–73). and Rumford (1974–85). In all his churches he was

in the choir and the men’s club. After retirement in 1986, he preached in Andover, North Andover, Mexico,
Dixfield, Rumford, Oquossoc, and Rumford Point. He was Youth Leader at several Maine Annual Conferences. 
In his extensive community service, Bob was a board member of the Tri-County Mental Health Association, the
Rumford Boys Home, and the American Cancer Society local chapter. He was a member and a Paul Harris Fellow
of the Rumford Rotary Club. He was also a life member of Napolean Ouelette Post.24, American Legion. 
Bob died on July 19, 2011 at Hospice House, Auburn, ME. His funeral took place on July 22 at Meader & Son
Funeral Home, Rumford, followed by graveside services on July26 at Lakeside Cemetery, Wakefield, MA. Bob is
survived by his second wife of 6 years, Phyllis Anderson Quinn Plummer, of Dixfield; two sons: David Plummer
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and his wife Bonnie of Nashua, NH, and Mark Plummer and his wife Janet of Westbrook, CT; 6 grandchildren; a
brother, William Fossett, of Gray, ME; several nieces and nephews; a stepson, William Woodward, of Tempe, AZ;
a step-daughter, Arlette Andersson and her husband, Robert Robitaille, of Lisbon Falls, ME. Bon was predeceased
by his first wife, June Awad, in 1995. 

Jean Marie Russo-Parks

Remembered as energetic, outgoing, “a dedicated student of Christ” who wrote the
blessing, “all good things” at the end of each note. Jean was born on September 11,
1957 in Revere, MA. to Charles and June (Doherty) Russo. She lived in Reading, MA
for 10 years before moving to Cumberland, RI in 2000. She graduated from Simmons
College and earned her M.Div at Andover-Newton Theological School. 

Ordained in the Southern New England Conference, Jean served Cliftondale UMC,
Danvers, MA, Old South UMC, Reading, and finally Wesley UMC, Lincoln, RI. In
addition to her church leadership she served on the Task Force on Racial Equality in
Reading. A tennis enthusiast, she was an active member of Fore Court in Cumberland.
She was also a tri-athlete and long-distance runner, having taken part in the 2009 New York Triathlon and the
2010 Disney Half-Marathon. She loved dancing, working out, and being at the beach. 

Jean died on October 4, 2011 at Huliar Hospice Center, Providence, RI. Her funeral took place on October 10 at
Old South UMC, Reading, with the Revs. Lynn McCracken and Robert Sweet, officiating. Bishop Peter Weaver
was also present. Jean is survived by her husband, Paul Parks, Jr.; her parents, Charles and June Russo; her twin
children, Paul Parks III and Victoria Parks, both of Cumberland, RI; a stepdaughter, Alexandria R. Parks of
Houston, TX; two sisters, Rosemary McLaughlin of Lloyd Harbor, Long Island, NY, and June Richardson of
Swampscott, MA; a brother, Charles Russo Jr. of Lynnfield, MA; and several nieces and nephews. 

Ned C. Watts Jr.

An enthusiastic pastor who sought out and mentored many potential and active min-
isters, Ned was born on June 16, 1937 in Statesville, NC to Dr. Ned C. and Gladys
Asmus Watts. Ned grew up in Jellico, TN, and graduated from the McCallie School in
Chattanooga, TN. He then attended Emory University, Atlanta, where he earned both
his B.A. and M. Div. degrees. He was ordained deacon in 1960 and elder in 1962 in the
Holston Conference during his seminary years.

Transferring to the New England Conference, Ned’s ministry was unique in having
several ten-year pastorates. His first was at Aldersgate UMC, Chelmsford,
MA.(1965–75) which included a new building. He then went on to serve at Weston
UMC (1976–79). In 1980 he was appointed to Wesley UMC, Worcester for another ten years (1980–90), followed
by a pastorate at First UMC, Westborough, also for ten years (1991–2001) Ned then became RISEM District
Superintendent, until his retirement in 2003. 

Ned was on several important Conference Boards: he was president of the Conference Council on Finance and
Administration for many years, and served on the Board of Ordained Ministry. He was elected a delegate to the
1988 and 1992 Northeast Jurisdictional Conferences, followed by membership in the Jurisdictional Council on
Finance and Administration. (1992–96). After retirement, Ned also served on the Board of Directors of the
Deaconess Abundant Life Community. Even after retiring from the Board he continued to minister to the resi-
dents, staff and visitors. He was a long-time active member of Rotary Club in Westborough. 

After a period of declining health, Ned died on November 18, 2011 at Rivercrest Nursing Home, Concord, MA.
His memorial service was held on December 3 at Wesley UMC Worcester, MA. Burial was at Newton Cemetery.
Ned is survived by his wife Joan Mortimer-Watts; 2 step-sons: Rev. Glenn Mortimer and his wife Elizabeth of
Wakefield, MA, and John Mortimer and his wife, Kathy, of Santa Rosa, CA; his step-mother, Joann Watts and step-
brother Philip Watts, both of Jellico, TN.
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Catherine Castle Shaw

Cathy was admired for her life of service to her family and community. She was born on November 7, 1941 in
Boston to Priscilla (Hubbard) and James Castle. Cathy grew up in Topsfield, MA, attending Mt. Holyoke College
for two years and Boston University for one year. She then married Ronald K. Shaw, settled in Merrimac, MA and
started their family. While raising two daughters, Cathy completed her degree in early childhood education at
Salem State College. She co-founded the Merrimac Children’s Center in the basement of the Merrimacport, MA
church. In later years, Cathy became a bookkeeper, working for the Merrimack River Watershed Council.  She
then established her own business, which provided bookkeeping services to small businesses on Peaks Island and
in the Portland, ME area.

“Her church was her life,” said Cathy’s husband, Ron, recalling her active membership and leadership in
Merrimack UMC (?) and then Brackett Memorial UMC, Peaks Island. “She was quiet but made friends easily; she
led by example” and touched the lives of many.

Cathy died on May 6, 2012 at Gosnell Memorial Hospice House, Peaks Island. Over 300 attended her memorial
service which was held at Brackett Memorial UMC, with the Rev. Dr. Desi Larson presiding. Cathy is survived by
her husband, Ron, of Peaks Island; her daughters Alison MacMullin and her husband Steven, and Leslie Shaw, her
brother Paul Castle and his wife Stephanie; a sister-in-law Valerie Lipsett; a brother-in-law Gordon Shaw and his
wife Jean; several nieces and nephews, and many friends.   

David O. White

A life-long devotee of history, David was born on March 3, 1938 in Philadelphia, and
grew upon Glassboro, NJ.  After graduation from high school in 1955, he worked for
Penn Mutual, Philadelphia, and served two years in the U.S. Army. He then earned a
B.A. degree from Glassboro State College in 1969 and an M.A. from the University of
Connecticut in 1970.

Dave’s interest in history immediately led to secure a position with the Connecticut
State Historical Commission. He then became Museum Director at the State Library,
in charge of its collections and exhibits. In 1990 Dave returned to the Historical
Commission to oversee four State museums: the Prudence Randall House, the

Whitfield House, Newgate Prison, and the Sloan Stanley Museum. Dave retired in 2000, but remained active with
several historical organizations. He was president of the Tolland Historical Society, treasurer of the Association
for the Study of Connecticut History, and chairman of the United Methodist Commission on Archives and
History. Dave published a book for the Connecticut Bicentennial entitled Connecticut’s Black Soldiers
1775–1783.

In his younger years, Dave was an active member of the Glassboro UMC. He served as president of his local youth
fellowship as well as president of the New Jersey UM Conference Youth Fellowship. In later years, he was active
at Rockville UMC, teaching adult Sunday School classes for 32 years, serving as lay preacher, and working on sev-
eral committees.

Dave died suddenly of a stroke with complications on April 16, 2012. His memorial service was held at Rockville
(CT) UMC, with the Rev. Dr Henrietta Aiello presiding. He is survived by his wife of 47 years, Lorraine (Wilt)
White; their two children, the Rev. Kristin White of Wayne, ME, and Andrew White of Boston, MA; his brother,
the Rev. Dr. Thomas White; his two sisters-in-law, Edna White and Barbara Wilt; a nephew and three nieces and
their families. 
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Leone Mildred Allen

Teacher, pastor’s wife, and musician for many years, Leone was born on January 27,
1912 in North Anson, ME to William and Hortense (Hodgdon) Felker. She graduated
from Anson Academy in 1930 and Farmington Normal School in 1932. She earned a
Lifetime Certification in Elementary Teaching, and continued coursework at the
University of Maine at Orono. 

Leone began her career as an elementary school teacher at Smithfield, Embden, and
Anson before her marriage. Later she taught at Orrington, Biddeford, Old Orchard,
and Augusta, near her husband’s parishes. After retirement in 1976, she substituted for
SAD #74. She firmly believed, and taught, that one person could make a difference. 

In 1938 she married the pastor of Peoples’ Methodist Church in North Anson, the Rev. Edward F. Allen. At
Peoples’ UMC she was an accomplished organist. The Allens served Maine Conference churches in York,
Orrington, Brownville Junction, Biddeford, South Portland, Augusta, Presque Isle, Winthrop, and Bucksport, as
well as serving at the Maine Conference Program Center. During all these appointments, Leone continued her
dedication to music as organist, pianist, and choir director. During her husband’s District Superintendency and
Council Directorship, she remained enthusiastic and active as a gracious hostess with a remarkable memory for
names, dates, and places. She enjoyed the Maine Conference events for ministers and wives, organized summer
picnics, and communicated frequently with extended families.

In addition to her many church activities, Leone volunteered in literacy programs and the March of Dimes and
was an active Eastern Star member. She was an excellent seamstress and loved to travel and drive. She was very
observant of details in nature and was very particular about proper grammar, pronunciation, and spelling. She
had a superb memory, playing many songs by ear or by memory. 

Leone died at age 100 on May 22, 2012 in Freeport, ME. Her memorial service was held on June 9 at Thornton
Heights UMC, South Portland, with the Revs. Lynne Campbell and Richard Hamilton presiding. Burial was at
Sunset Cemetery, North Anson, ME. Leone is survived by a daughter, Alayne Walden and her husband Watson of
Hornell, NY; four grandsons: Stephen Bedor of Harrisburg, PA, Scott Ogden of Hornell, Gregory Bedor of
McLean, VA, and Joshua Ogden of Portland, OR; seven great-grandchildren; and one great-great-grandchild.
Leone was predeceased by her husband, the Rev. Edward F. Allen; her brother, William Blin Felker (Lt.USAAC in
1942; a daughter, Edith Bedor; and a granddaughter, Angela Ogden.

Nancy Jane Bell

Remembered as a “lovely lady” who gave many hours of service in health care and
ministry settings, Nancy was born on January 8, 1928 in Buffalo, NY to Herbert and
Genevieve Tolsma. She attended Bennett High School, Buffalo, and Amherst High
School, Snyder, NY. She then earned an Associates Degree in Hospital Dietetics from
Rochester Institute of Technology. She did an internship at Buffalo Children’s Hospital
and Geneva General Hospital. From the 1960’s to 1980, she worked with Welcome
Wagon International, serving as Training Director and Field Manager for the State of
Connecticut. Her extensive community service included being a hospital volunteer in
Watertown, NY for 5 years, being a YWCA swim instructor for Girl Scouts and hand-
icapped children. 

In 1980 Nancy married the Rev. David Bell, then pastor at Laconia-Gilford (NH) UMC, and became his partner
in ministry. At Contoocook UMC she taught church school and was a member of the United Methodist Women.
She helped found and direct a Hospice program in Hopkinton for 5 years, as well as being Food Bank Coordinator
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at Contoocook. At Bow UMC she helped found a widow/widowers support group which she led for 3 years. In
1988 Rev. Bell was transferred to Waldoboro (ME) UMC, where Nancy organized a literacy program for the chil-
dren at the Well Child Clinics held at the church. She became coordinator of the local Food Bank, taught Sunday
School, and was an active member of the United Methodist Women. 

When David retired in 1994, they moved to their retirement home in New Harbor, ME. Continuing in service,
Nancy volunteered every week for 11 years at the Miles Hospital in Damariscotta, ME  She also served for 12 years
on the Board of Directors at Geneva Point Center, Moultonborough, NH, and volunteered for an additional 12
years. Meanwhile, Nancy had crewed for the Annual Friendship Sloop Races for 26 years, as well as participating
in numerous cancer walks. When the Bells relocated to the Taylor Community in Laconia, NH in 2006, Nancy
served on the Board of Directors for 5 years. 

Nancy died at home on October 19, 2011. A Celebration of Life was held on October 29 at the Laconia-Gilford UMC,
the Rev. Victoria Wood-Parrish presiding. Nancy is survived by her husband of 31 years, the Rev. David Bell of
Laconia; two daughters: Kimberly Smith Force and her husband Ron of Madison, NH, and Ronni-Jo Smith Beaudry
and her husband Len of Worthington, MA; three step-children: Andi Bell and his wife Debby of Thornton,, NH,
Deborah Bell Fauver and her husband Peter of North Conway, NH, and Peter Bell and his wife Melina of Lexington,
VA; 5 grandchildren; 2 great-grandchildren, a brother, Richard Tolsma and his wife, Elaine, of Williamsville, NY; a sis-
ter, Judy Tolsma Benson and her husband, Ronald, of East Amherst, NY; and many nieces and nephews. Nancy was
predeceased by her first husband, Ronald Smith, and her brothers Herbert Jr. and Donald Tolsma. 

Eleanor M. Clifford

A long-time secretary and minister’s spouse, “Ellie” was born on April 19, 1947 in
Laconia, NH, the daughter of Edwin and Agnes (Whitten) Stillings. Ellie graduated
from Kingswood High School, Wolfboro, NH, in 1965. She worked for Mountain
Media, Plymouth, NH, and Argus-Champion, Newport, NH. She spent 16 years with
the State of New Hampshire Division of Health and Human Services in both Concord
and Nashua, NH, retiring in 2008.

After marrying the Rev. Arthur Clifford in 1967, Ellie was his partner in ministry at NH
Methodist churches in Center Ossipee, East Rochester, Chesterfield, Methuen, MA,
Plymouth, Sunapee, Suncook, and Franklin, until his retirement in 1998. Ellie was

devoted to teaching Sunday School, singing in the choir, and being an active member of the United Methodist
Women in all the churches they served. Ellie was also active with the Eastern Star, Priscilla Chapter #51 of Concord.
An avid sports fan of the Red Sox and Patriots, she also enjoyed bowling in leagues in Methuen, MA and Salem, NH.

After a period of failing health, Ellie died on September 22, 2011 at Greenbriar Terrace, Nashua, NH. Her memo-
rial service was held on October 8 at St. James UMC, Merrimack. Burial was at Last Rest Cemetery, Merrimack.
Ellie is survived by a daughter, Anna Clifford of Allenstown, NH; a son, John of Randolph, VT; sister-in-law, Shiela
Stillings of Center Ossipee; nieces, nephews, and great-nieces and nephews. Ellie was predeceased by her husband,
the Rev. Arthur Clifford in 2007; and her brother, Elwin Stillings. 

Julio Vincent DeSanctis III

Well known as a lawyer, advocate for the underdog, and founder of the NARCO pro-
gram of rehabilitation for narcotics addicts, Julio was born on December 4, 1943 in
Vineland, NJ, the oldest of seven children of Elsie DeSanctis and the late Julio
DeSanctis Jr. After graduating from the Vineland High School, he earned a B.A. at West
Liberty State College in West Virginia in 1968. He excelled in wrestling in both high
school and college.

Julio then earned a law degree at San Francisco University of Law in 1971. He then
passed the bar exams in California, New Jersey, and Maine. He began practice in the
late 1960’s in San Francisco, fighting to end the Vietnam War. After working in Atlantic

City, NJ and Pittsburg, PA, he and his wife, Joan, whom he had married in 1966, moved to Bangor, Maine, in 1974.
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After 28 busy years there, they relocated to NJ in 2002, and then returned to ME in 2007, where they remained
until his retirement in 2011. Julio was a member of the Maine State Bar Association for many years. He also served
as a board member and attorney for Eirene Immigration Center, Camden, NJ, a mission of the Asbury UMC &
the GNJAC, for which he received a special award in 2006. Known for his tenacity, his love of the law, and his “rav-
enous desire for justice,” Julio was honored by having his photograph displayed in the new Penobscot County
Court House in Bangor. 

In addition to a busy law practice, Julio served his church in many ways. He was a certified lay speaker
(1992–2010) in both the New England Conference and the Greater New Jersey Conference. He served on the
Greater New Jersey Area Conference Board of Camps and Retreats (2004–06) and was a New England
Conference delegate to the Northeast Jurisdictional Conference in 2000. At his wife’s churches, he was a youth
worker and a Sunday School teacher from 1988 to 2011. He volunteered at Camp Mechuwana (1985–2010), lead-
ing the Golden Oldies Camp in 2010. He was a CCYM adult member from 1989 to 1994.

Always interested in the youth of his community Julio was a boy scout leader from 1983 to 1985, coached recre-
ational baseball in Orrington, ME (1980–87), and coached wrestling at John Bapst Memorial High School and
Brewer High Schools from 1989 to 1992. He also served on the Zoning Board and Recreation Association in
Orrington from 1980 to 1990. It was in Orrington that the DeSanctis family established a small convenience
store/pizza/law office where they lived for 20 years. 

After a 9-year struggle with cancer, Julio died peacefully on September 9, 2011 in Bangor. His service was held on
September 14 at the Old Town UMC, with the Rev. Dr. Pat MacHugh presiding. Julio is survived by his wife of 45
years, the Rev. Joan DeSanctis; a son, Julio Vincent DeSanctis IV, a daughter, Francesca, his mother Elsie, several
sisters, and numerous nieces and nephews. 

Marjorie G. Donald

Skilled in financial affairs, Marjorie was born on February 28, 1921 in New Britain, CT to Ralph B. and Helen
(Clifford) Gould. She graduated from Jay (ME) High School in 1939. That same year she married the Rev. W.
George Donald in North Jay. 

Marjorie began her career in her father’s insurance agency. She later worked at Kyes Insurance, Wilton, ME, before
becoming a bookkeeping at the North Jay Granite Quarry. She also worked as a bank teller in Norridgewock.  

From 1976 to 2012, Marjorie played the organ at Mercer UMC, Wilton. She was a member of the Woodbine Temple
#47 Pythian Sisters and Phippstown Club in North Jay, as well as a life member of the St. Andrews Society of Maine. 

Marjorie died at home on September 21, 2011. Her funeral was held on September 26 at Wiles Remembrance
Center, Wilton, with the Rev. Kathleen Dunford officiating. Burial was at Lakeview Cemetery, Wilton. Marjorie is
survived by her two sons, Charles E. Donald of Jay, and William E. Donald of East Wilton; 4 grandchildren; sev-
eral cousins, nieces, and nephews. Marjorie was predeceased by her husband of 53 years, the Rev. W. George
Donald, in 1994, an infant son, Keith James Donald, in 1948; 3 brothers: John C. Gould and his wife Dorothy,
Chester L. Gould, and L. Stewart Gould and his wife Yvette. 

Alice Staples Dow

An outstanding professor of economics and business at Emory and Henry College,
Alice was born January 4, 1917, in Brooksville, ME to Norman and Inez Gray Staples.
After high school graduation, she married Loren W. Dow of Camden, ME. They
served several pastorates in the northeast United States, and moved to Emory in 1947.
She graduated from Emory and Henry College, received her master’s degree from
University of Tennessee, and her doctorate degree from the University of Northern
Colorado. At the time of her retirement in 1981, she was chairperson of the
Department of Economics and Education. An avid gardener, craftsperson, teacher, and
student, Alice touched many lives and will be fondly remembered by all who loved and
cared for her. 
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Alice died at her home in Emory, VA on August 9, 2011. Her funeral was held on August 13 at Emory UMC, with
the Rev. David Jackson officiating. Burial was at Holston Conference Cemetery. She was preceded in death by her
husband, Dr. Loren Dow, her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Staples; her brother, Maurice Staples; her nephew Ted Staples;
and her great niece, Patty Staples. Alice is survived by a special great nephew, Bruce Staples, his wife Debbie, and
their children Brad and Emily; two other great nephews, Dennis Staples and Todd Staples; two great-great-nieces,
Carrie and Christine; three great-great-great nephews; and one great-great-great niece. 

Edith Bengston French

The first public health nurse in Morrisville and Stowe, VT , Edith was born on July 25,
1917 in Barre to Jennie and Waldus Bengston. After her parents died in 1922, she
moved to Quincy, MA to live with her aunt and uncle. Returning to Barre in 1932 she
graduated from Spaulding High School in 1934 and attended the American
International College in Springfield. In 1938 she completed training at Mass. General
Hospital School of Nursing. Along with professional nursing, Edith volunteered at the
Medical Center in Burlington, Copley Hospital in Morrisville, and several child clin-
ics in nearby towns.  

Edith was also active in leadership roles in her local church, the district, and the for-
mer Troy Conference. She served as President of the Conference United Methodist Women, Conference Mission
Secretary, and past president of the Council of Church Women United in Montpelier. She served as lay member
of her Annual Conference, and was elected a delegate to General and Jurisdictional Conferences. She was also a
past matron of Temple Chapter #75, Order of the Eastern Star.  She volunteered at the community libraries in
Stowe and Berlin, VT, briefly at Indiantown, FL, and finally at Wake Robin Retirement Community in Shelburne,
VT Edith was admired and loved throughout her community, “living with great faith, peace, and dignity.” 

Edith died on July 31, 2011 in Shelburne, Her memorial service was held on August 6 at Shelburne UMC. She is
survived by her 4 sons and their families: Col. James French (ret) and his wife Gillian of Woodbridge, VA, Jack
and Tricia French of Castle Rock, CO, William and Cynthia French of Monroe, NC, and Thomas French of South
Burlington; 4 grandsons and their families; 3 granddaughters and their families; nephews and nieces. Edith was
predeceased by her husband, the Rev. William J. French, in 1996, and a granddaughter, Nicole French, in 1997.  

Barbara Joyce Kinney

Partner in ministry and devoted to her family, Barbara was born on December 4, 1931
in Westfield, ME to Russell and Annette Allen. Barbara graduated from Presque Isle
High School in 1949. She married “the love of her life” Charles D. Kinney, and became
his “personal church secretary” for 25 years. Together they served churches in Union,
Waldoboro, Livermore Falls, Old Orchard Beach, Damariscotta, and East Boothbay
until their retirement in 1988. Barbara was a long-time member of the United
Methodist Church and the Meenahga Grange. 

After a long illness, Barbara died on August 6, 2011 at home in Washington, ME. The
family held a private graveside service at Marshall Cemetery in Westfield. She is sur-

vived by her husband of 62 years, the Rev. Charles D. Kinney, of Washington, ME; four children: a daughter,
Wanda, and her husband Gary, of Washington, and three sons: Russell Kinney and his wife, Denise, of Old
Orchard Beach, Michael Kinney of Tuscan, AZ, and Douglas Kinney of Washington; five grandchildren; five
great-grandchildren; and several nieces, nephews, and cousins. Barbara was predeceased by her parents and a
brother, Charles Allen. 
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Betty R. Leeman

A woman of many talents as a registered nurse, pianist, and organist, world traveler,
and pastor’s wife, Betty was born on June 27, 1927 in Niagara Falls, NY to Russell and
Mary Litchard. She graduated from Rochester General School of Nursing as a
Registered Nurse. She became an active member of the Order of The Eastern Star and
the Pierce Avenue Presbyterian Church choir. She was also an avid pianist and organ-
ist. In 1948 Betty married the late William M. Credicott and relocated to Farmington,
ME in 1965. 

Betty worked as a registered nurse at Franklin County Memorial Hospital for years,
being promoted to Quality Care Supervisor before she retired. In February 1986 she
married the Rev. Lloyd Leeman. The Leemans became world travelers to many places including Greece, Holland,
Scotland, Israel, and Nicaragua. Their most memorable trip was traveling the perimeter of the United States by
camper. 

In both Farmington and Skowhegan, Betty was active with the United Methodist Women. She enjoyed outdoors
activities, flower gardening, quilting, and caring for her family. She is fondly remembered for her “infectious smile
and generous nature.”

After a brief illness, Betty died on November 21, 2011 at her home in Farmington. Her funeral was held on
November 29th at Trinity UMC, Farmington, with the Revs. Walter Brown and Dr. David Glusker co-officiating.
Burial was at Fairview Cemetery, Farmington. Betty is survived by her husband of 25 years, the Rev., Lloyd
Leeman, of Farmington; a son, William R. Credicott, of Hollis, ME; four grandchildren; and five great-grandchil-
dren. Betty was predeceased by her first husband, “Bill” Credicott. 

Gladys Ogle

Gladys was born on July 23, 1915. She and her husband, the Rev. William J. Ogle,
served in the Southern New England Conference. Gladys died on April 7, 2012 at age
96, having been widowed for 40 years.  A memorial service and collation was held dur-
ing the summer. Gladys is survived by a son, Robert Ogle, of Sonoma, CA, and a
daughter, Pamela Raikunen, of Oro Valley, AZ; grandchildren Annalise Ogle of
Littleton, MA and Alex Ogle of Lowell, MA; a sister, Martha Hutchins, of Beverly, MA,
and a brother, Sewell Frank, of Charlton, MA.

Susana S. Reyes

Outstanding as a clinical psychiatrist in the Philippines and New York, Susana was born on August 11, 1917 in
Manila, Philippines to the late Mariano and Ana (Touzon) Santos. She survived the Japanese occupation and
earned her medical doctorate in 1942 at the University of the Philippines. She began her career as a family prac-
titioner at the Mary Johnston Hospital in Manila. In 1947 she married the Rev. Dr. Sergio Jose Reyes.

Five years later, Susana came to the US for post-graduate studies in obstetrics at Fairview Park Hospital,
Cleveland, Ohio. She also served at Elyria Memorial Hospital for some time. She then trained in psychiatry at
Topeka State Hospital and the Menninger School of Psychiatry. 

Susana returned to the Philippines in 1961 for the birth of her daughter, Ruby Ann. Four years later the Reyes
moved to Buffalo, NY, where she later became Chief Director of the Buffalo State Hospital Psychiatric Center.
Later, in 1973 she joined the psychiatrist staff at Clinton Correctional Facility in Dannemora, NY, where she later
became Chief Clinical Psychiatrist. 

After retirement in 1980, Susana and her family moved to Burlington, VT. They were members of the Burlington
UMV for 25 years. During that time Sergio died in 2001, followed by their daughter, Remedios (“Remy”) Ticao
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in 2005. Susana then moved to the Nashoba Park Assisted, Ayer, Ma, where she became a faithful member of the
Federated Church of Ayer. Both Susana and Sergio were devout Christians, serving and encouraging many in
their pursuit of education. Susana is remembered for her smile, her joy, and her wisdom. 

After a brief illness, Susana died on January 16, 2012 at the age of 94. Her funeral was held on January 21st at the
Federated Church of Ayer, MA. Susana is survived by her daughter, Ruby Ann Reyes Aiken, son-in-law Steven
Aiken, and two grandchildren, all of Pepperell, MA, and many nieces and nephews in the US, Canada, and the
Philippines. Susana was predeceased by her husband, the Rev. Dr. Sergio J. Reyes, in 2001 and their daughter,
Remedios Ticao, in 2005. 

Ruth E. Vanden Broek

Minister’s wife and family heritage devotee, Ruth was born on January 12, 1913 in
Albany, NY to Robert B. and Annette (Heinmiller) Lewis. Ruth graduated from Albany
Business School and worked as a auditor for several years at the State Bank of Albany. 

After her marriage to the Rev. Cornelius Vanden Broek in 1941, they were appointed
first to Windsor Locks, CT. They then served 15 churches in the former Troy
Conference: Lyon Mountain, Center Brunswick, Tomhannock, Nassau, Au Sable
Forks, Clintonville, Schenectady, Granville, and Clifton Park in NY, and Swanton,
Highgate, West Swanton, Vergennes, West Addison, and Rupert in VT. Always active in
all these churches, Ruth taught Sunday School, sang in the choir, and was a member of

the women’s group. 

Ruth had a bell collection, which she loved to talk about. She enjoyed sharing recollections of family life in her
early years in Albany, as well as her Lewis, Heinmiller, and Bogardus family history. She also enjoyed camping and
swimming. She lived in Saratoga Springs in later years.

Ruth died on April 20, 2012 at age 99 at Fairview Commons, Great Barrington, MA. Her funeral was held on April
27 at First Congregational Church, Great Barrington, with the Rev. Charles VanAusdall presiding. Burial was at
Albany Rural Cemetery, Menands, NY. Ruth is survived by her children: Donald Vanden Broek and his wife
Barbara, of Hyde Park, NY, Dean Vanden Broek and his wife Judy of Bowling Green, Ohio, and Marcia Trombley
and her husband Howard of Great Barrington, MA; 9 grandchildren; and 3 great-grandchildren.She was prede-
ceased by her husband, the Rev. Cornelius Vanden Broek, her sister, Annette, and her brothers, Robert and Elihu
C. Lewis. 

Grace Winter

Grace was born on June 25, 1922. She became partner in ministry with the Rev. Edward A. Winter for 17 years,
serving churches in the New England Southern Conference at Jewett City, Voluntown & Bethel (1963), Berkeley
(1964–65), First UMC, Abington (1966), Fall River Parish (1967), Groton & Noank (1968–69), Christ UMC,
Groton (1970–73), Mittineague UMC, West Springfield (1974–75), Christ UMC, Lynn (1976–83).

Grace died on July 23, 2011 in Bradenton, FL. Her memorial service was held on August 2 at the Chapel of
Manasota Memorial Park, Grace is survived by her daughter Lora Lechmanick and her husband Ron of
Bradenton, 3 grandchildren; a great-grandson; a brother, Richard Rideout, and several nieces and nephews.              

Memoirs compiled by Rev. Dr. Margaret W. Bickford, Conference Biographer
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