
MEMOIRS: 2009 – 2010

CLERGY

Gerald E. Beach

Gerald was born on October 21, 1926 and died on April 6, 2010. He was married to
Lois Arelene Beach, who predeceased him. Gerald was appointed pastor in
Howland, ME in 1990, from where he retired in 1993.

Russell M. Chase

Russell was born on June 26, 1919 in Waterville, ME to Leafy (Mitchell) and Charles
Chase. After graduating from Waterville schools, he enlisted in the US Army in
1942. He served in the 3rd Armored Division under General George S. Patton.
Shortly after returning from the war, Russell met his wife, Elizabeth Estes, and they
were married in December 1948. 

Russell was employed at Hollingsworth and Whitney in Winslow, ME, where he
also served as a volunteer fireman. At that time he was a Deacon at the Pleasant
Street UMC in Waterville. Later, he attended Boston University School of Theology.
He began many years of ministry as interim pastor at Madison, ME, followed by

Fairfield and Waterville. He then served churches in Wilton, North Jay, Strong, Kingfield, Monmouth, North
Monmouth, and East Monmouth, where he served for 12 years. After retirement, the Chases moved to China
Lake. Again, Russell was called to serve, this time at East Vassalboro UMC until 1998. In 2002, he and Elizabeth
finally settled in Winthrop, ME to be closer to their family. Throughout his many ministries, Russell found
inspiration in Micah 6:8 to “do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly before God.” 

After a period of failing health, Russell died on July 27, 2009 in Winthrop. His funeral was held at
Monmouth Center UMC on August 1, 2009. Burial was at the New Maine Veterans Memorial Cemetery. Russell
is survived by a son, Mark Russell Chase, and his wife Deborah of North Carolina; a sister, Christine Pooler, of
Gorham; eight grandchildren, and five great-grandchildren. Russell was predeceased by his wife of 58 years,
Elizabeth Chase in 2006;  his brothers, Lawrence and Arnold; and his sister, Elsie.

J. Arthur Dahlstrand

Recipient of the Golden Cane Award in 2009 as the oldest clergy member of the
New England Conference with the most years served, “Art” was born on January 12,
1913 in Corry, PA to Valentina (Marsen) and John Dahlstrand. He earned a B.A.
cum laude at Taylor University, Indiana in 1938, and an S.T.B. at Harvard University
in 1943. That same year, he was ordained in the New England Southern Conference.

Art began ministry in 1938 in the Central Northwest Conference of the Swedish
Methodist Church. Two years later, he and his wife Effamay, whom he had married
in 1938, moved east to serve a church in Newport, RI in the Eastern Swedish
Conference. Moving to Providence, RI in 1943, Art served Friendship Methodist

Church for seven years. In 1950 he was appointed to South Street Church, Brockton, MA, followed by pastorates
at Epworth Church, Pawtucket, RI (1958-63), Union Church, Fall River, MA (1963–67) and Hazardville Church,
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Enfield, CT (1967–78), from which he retired in 1978. However, later he answered calls to be interim and sup-
ply preacher at Halifax, VT, Leyden UMC, MA, West Gilford, Bellows Falls, VT, Claremont Federated,
Hazardville UMC and Rowe Community Church. He filled in at Warren UMC after the death of his son-in-law,
the Rev. Robert Leyare. His pastoral record included 499 baptisms, 311 weddings, and 458 funerals in over 50
years of ministry. 

In addition to his parish work, Art served on several district committees such as the Joint Policy, Ministers
& Wives, as well as Ministerial Qualifications. He served on the Conference Boards of Ministerial Training &
Qualifications; Conference Relations; Pensions, Health & Welfare; Trustees; and Children & Youth. He was
assistant to the Conference Secretary. His community service included the United Fund Budget Committee and
canvass, the Citizens Committees on Scholarships, Scholarship Renewal, Citizen Action, Fall River Day Care,
Operation Headstart, Salvation Army Advisory Board, and the Fall River Council of Churches Executive Board,
to name just a few over the years.

Art and Effamay built their retirement home, a remodeled cabin made available by friends in Halifax, VT.
Continuing to affirm that God would supply their needs, they lived happily for 27 years. In 2005 they moved in
with their daughter, Andrea, in Warren, RI, where Effamay died in 2007 after 69 years of marriage. Art is
remembered for his faithfulness and devotion to God, his compassion for all God’s people, his building skills,
and his sense of humor. Art died peacefully on December 18, 2009 at Crestwood Nursing Home, Warren, with
his daughter at his side. A memorial service was held on January 9, 2010 at Christian Life Church, Rehoboth,
MA, with Pastor Bill Powers presiding. Art’s ashes were scattered in Vermont at the same place as his wife’s. Art
is survived by his son, Thomas, and his wife Leana, of Houston, TX; his daughter, Andrea Leyare Shaw, of
Warren; two grandchildren, four step-grandchildren, and many friends who were like family to him. Art was
predeceased by his wife, Effamay, his granddaughter, Rebecca Jean, and his three sisters. 

Carlton Tyler Daley

Recipient of the Wilbur C. Ziegler Award for Preaching, Carlton was born on
October 12, 1918 in Salem, MA to Charlotte (Daly) and Carl Daley. He served in the
Army Air Corps from January 1942 to June 1944. Later he was named Sky Pilot of
the Year at Otis Air Force Base. 

Carlton’s ministry began in 1954 with his appointment to First UMC in Lynn,
MA. He married Susie Rae Burdick in 1955. The next year he went to Bolton, CT for
six years, during which time he was ordained deacon in 1957 and elder in 1959. He
then became pastor at First UMC, Mystic, CT (1962–1971), followed by South
Yarmouth UMC for seven years. His last pastorate was at Falmouth UMC (1978-83).
During his ministry, he served on the Board of Ordained Ministry and the Committee on Preparation for
Retirement, both in the Southern New England Conference. 

After retirement in 1983, Carlton was Protestant Auxiliary Chaplain at Cape Cod Air Force Base for two
years. He was a Big Brother to Tommy for ten years as part of the Big Brother/Big Sister program in Hyannis,
MA. In the 50’s he had been a Cub Pack Master in Centerville, MA 

Carlton loved to travel. He visited 42 countries, 10 Canadian provinces, and most of the states in the USA.
He also enjoyed reading, studying the Civil War, watercolor painting, and choir singing. In his later years, he
moved to New Hampshire and became the librarian at Havenwood/Heritage Heights in Concord. He served
there as Chairman of the Resident Association as well as area representative of HHH. He served on the
Crimeline Committee in Concord.

Carlton died peacefully on August 4, 2009. His funeral was held on August 11 at Havenwood-Heritage
Heights, Concord. His ashes were scattered at Perkins Cove, ME and at the National Cemetery at Otis Air Force
Base, Cape Cod, MA. Carlton is survived by three children: Philip Ray Daley and his wife Barbara of Hillsboro,
NH, Susan Joy Weston and her husband Rodney of Buzzards Bay, MA, and Norman Paul Daley and his wife
Darlene of San Diego, CA; seven grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.  He was predeceased by his wife
Susie Rae (Burdick) Daley. 
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Paul Kindred Deats, Jr.

Well known as a activist for peace, justice, and civil rights, and professor of ethics. Paul
was born on October 1, 1918 in Graham, TX to Agnes Graham (Craig) and Paul
Kindred Deats. After attending John Tarleton Agricultural College, he earned his B.A.
at Southern Methodist University in 1939. During those years, Paul became commit-
ted to pacifism, civil rights, and the ministry. He then earned his B.D. at Union
Theological Seminary in 1942, after which he became Associate Director of the Wesley
Foundation at the University of Texas in Austin, and executive director of the Texas
Methodist Student Movement. His work encouraged many students to become active
in ministry and social justice. At that time, Paul and the Wesley Foundation were

attacked for their advocacy of peace and racial equality. Eventually, Paul was fired because of his “civil rights,
peace, and socialist emphasis.” In 1951, Paul and his wife Ruth, whom he had married in 1941, moved to
Auburndale, MA. and Paul worked on a PhD in social ethics at Boston University School of Theology, which he
earned in 1954. 

Soon afterward, Paul joined the faculty at BU School of Theology, where he taught social ethics for over three
decades, becoming the first Walter Muelder Professor of Social Ethics. Some of his students were required to visit
prisons, poverty areas, and funeral homes for a first-hand look at social issues. Paul continued his activism in civil
rights and the peace movement, chairing the National Fellowship of Reconciliation, and traveling to Florida at the
invitation of Dr. Martin Luther King. In the late 1950’s he co-founded the Newton Fair Housing Committee. 

Both Ruth and Paul were active members of Centenary UMC, teaching Sunday School and leading efforts on
responsible investing and social action. During their sabbaticals, they traveled extensively in Africa, Europe, and
South America and led tours which emphasized social justice and missions. When Ruth developed Parkinson’s
disease, they founded the Newton-Wellesley Parkinson’s’ support Group, which is still meeting after 30 years. He
also chaired a committee of the Mass Council of Churches exploring issues around physician-assisted suicide, as
well as work on responsible investments and gay rights. Throughout his long and public career, he remained
devoted to his family and enjoyed camping, crafts, bird-watching, flying kites and swimming. 

Paul died on July 12, 2009 at the assisted living home where he had lived since early 2007. A memorial serv-
ice was held on September 26 at the United Parish of Auburndale, MA, with the Rev. Jean Alexander and Ellis
Johnson officiating. Burial was in the Garden of the Woods, Framingham, MA. Paul is survived by three children:
Patricia Jehlen and her husband Alain of Somerville, MA; Carolyn Wheeler and her husband Loren of Craryville,
NY; Randy Deats and his wife Kathy St. Jean, of Warwick, RI; his brother Robert of Pacific Palisades, CA, his sis-
ter Elizabeth Deats Harris of Austin, TX; five grandchildren, and two great-grand-daughters. Paul was prede-
ceased by his wife of 53 years, Ruth Miller Zumbrunnen; and his daughter Frances Ann Deats. 

Ernest Ray Drake

Frequently referred to as “Mr. Methodist” during his long ministry in the former New
Hampshire Conference, “Ernie” was born on September 8, 1928 in Dover, NH to Edna
F. (Young) and Elmer C. Drake. He graduated from Dover High School in 1946 and
the University of New Hampshire, Durham, in 1950 with a B.A. Feeling a call to min-
istry at an early age, Ernie became president of the Methodist Youth Fellowship in the
New Hampshire Conference and was the only youth delegate from New England at
the National Board of Education sessions in Atlantic City. During his freshman year at
UNH, he received his local preacher’s license, and served the Universalist Church in
Dover and the Nottingham Federated Church. While in college and seminary he was

on the staff of the New Hampshire Conference MYF Institute at Geneva Point Camp, Moultonboro, NH, and
served as Dean in 1955.

Continuing his education and ministry, Ernie entered Boston University School of Theology, from which he
graduated in 1954. While at seminary, Ernie was ordained in the New Hampshire Conference as deacon in May
1951 and elder in 1954, both by Bishop John Wesley Lord. Ernie was first appointed in 1950 to Raymond, East
Candia, and North Chester, He then served Arlington Street UMC, Nashua, 1953–58, where he led the parish
through a major remodeling of the sanctuary. These years also included a 2-year pastorate at Milford. He then
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went to Littleton, 1959–62, where he had a major part in encouraging the church to buy two adjacent properties
for Christian education and future expansion. Returning to Nashua in 1963, during his ministry at the Main Street
parish, nearby buildings were purchased for Christian education of children and youth. During these years, he
also served as Conference Secretary (1964–71) and was a member of several Conference boards. Ernie then
became Southern (NH) District Superintendent from 1971–76. He was a delegate to General Conference and
Jurisdictional Conference. His talents as pastor(who emphasized visiting), administrator (with attention to
detail), and church growth leader (always looking toward the future) became very evident and fruitful.         

Returning to ministry in the local church late 1977, Ernie then served St. Paul’s in Manchester until 1980;
Claremont, North Charlestown, and West Unity from 1981 to 1984; and finally as Associate Pastor in Portsmouth
in 1985 until taking disability leave in 1988.to 1992. Ernie also served as President of the New Hampshire Bible
Society. He was an active member of the Rotary Club in several communities where he served, and was honored
by the Portsmouth Rotary Club when named a Paul Harris Fellow in 1998. Ernie had a commitment to commu-
nity service and over the years was actively involved in numerous interfaith and civic organizations. In addition
to his interest in cars, especially antique vehicles, Ernie enjoyed gardening, photography, and refinishing furniture.

After a long period of decline, Ernie died on December 6, 2009. His memorial service was held on December
13 at First UMC, Portsmouth, NH with the Revs. Deborah Shipp and James A. Patten officiating. Burial was in
Central Cemetery, Rye, NH. Ernie is survived by his wife of 34 years, Cynthia (Pierce) Drake of Rye, his daughter,
Ruthanne Drake Mullins of Killeen, TX; his son, Peter A. Drake and his wife Lys of Chicago, IL; his sister,
Elizabeth D. Galt of Dover, two granddaughters, and a great-granddaughter, whom Ernie had the joy of helping
to baptize in October 2009. Ernie was predeceased by his first wife of 19 years, Gloria E. (Jennings) Drake, and
his brothers Everett, Leon, and Vincent Drake. 

Mary Weber Hall

“God sings out… (calling) us from chaos to renewed life” wrote Mary in 2002 in her
“Autumn Hymn,” one of many she wrote during her music ministry. Deacon in Music
Ministry, Mary was born on November 20, 1937 in Valley City, ND to Jean
(McGregor) and the Rev. William M. Weber. After graduating from St. Mary’s in the
Mountains, Littleton, NH in 1955, she attended Barnard College, NYC and then
earned a B.S. in Music Education magna cum laude at Western Connecticut State
College. After taking classes at Boston University and Drew University, she was certi-
fied as Associate in Music Ministry in the United Methodist Church, and was
ordained deacon in the New England Conference in 2002.

Mary’s talent for hymn-writing became evident as she studied at Boston University and Benedictine College
in Collegeville, MN. She was a member of the American Hymn Society, and wrote background notes for many of
Charles Wesley’s hymns during the 300th anniversary of his birth. She also served on several Conference Boards
including the Board of Ordained Ministry committees on candidates and local pastors. In 1999, she became
Minister of Music at Lee Memorial UMC, Norwich, CT, followed in 2001 by being organist and choir director at
Rockville (CT) UMC. In 2003 she was appointed Minister of Music for the CTWMA District. Her hymns are enti-
tled “God’s Crazy Quilt” composed in 2000, “In A Blaze of Riotous Color” (2002), “Autumn Hymn” (text in 2002;
tune in 2003 by Earle V. Copes), and “All Around US, On Our Journey” (2004).

After retirement in 2006, Mary served at Baltic UMC, assisted at Lee UMC, Norwich, and played the organ
for Christmas at St. James Episcopal Church, where her husband Bob was rector. She was also a member of the
Norwich Area Clergy Association. In addition to her music and hymn writing, Mary enjoyed being in the White
Mountains, especially trips to Franconia Notch and the Boulders in Holderness, NH. Her interest in books includ-
ed a monthly book discussion group and frequent visits to the Littleton Village Bookstore, . When she and John
moved to Cremerey Brook, she designed the inside of their cottage. 

Overtaken suddenly by cancer in the fall of 2009, Mary died on October 15, 2009. Her funeral was held on
October 20 at Lee Memorial UMC, Norwich, CT, with the Revs. Carolyn Edge, John Post, and Ho-Soon Han offi-
ciating. Burial of her ashes was in the Memorial Garden of Trinity Episcopal Church, Hartford, CT. Mary is sur-
vived by her husband of 40 years, the Rev. Robert Hall, of Brooklyn, CT; their two children, Aaron Hall and
Cherub Beard and her husband Meryl, and five grandchildren. 
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Norman Lawrence Porter

One of the “founding fathers” of the New England Preachers’ Aid Society, Norman was
born on February 25, 1920 in Brewer, Maine to Geneva (Horn) and the Rev. Lawrence
D. Porter, who was an important influence in his son’s life.  Norman graduated from
Biddeford (ME) High School, Taylor University, and Colby College, ME. He earned his
theological degree at Boston University School of Theology, and did graduate study at
Farmington State College. 

Ordained in the former Maine Conference, Norman was appointed to Livermore,
Clinton, Eliot, and Lewiston. In the Southern New England Conference he served
churches in Dorchester, Greenfield, Wollaston, and Natick. His crowning achievement

was the development of the NE Preachers’ Aid Society, which he served as its first full-time Executive Secretary. 
In the various communities where he was located, Norman served on the Boards of Education, Welfare, and

Zoning, as well as the Commissions of Traffic & Parking and Industrial Development. Interested in youth affairs,
he was Chaplain of the Juvenel Court. He was Past Master of the Macedonian Masonic Lodge of Quincy, MA, and
a York Rite Mason. He was honored by the Quincy City Council who made him Life Citizen of Quincy.  He was
also an avid golfer, and enjoyed reading and crossword puzzles.

Norman is fondly remembered as a man who loved God, family and service. He married Barbara Pulsifer in
1942 and raised two daughters, Winona and Elaine. During the Porters’ years in Maine, Massachusetts, Florida,
and Indiana, their home, including the one at Bear Pond, became a regular gathering place for their growing fam-
ily, especially on holidays. Norman was a loving parent, grandparent, and great-grandparent, offering advice,
encouragement and spiritual guidance. Norman died on August 14, 2009 at Wesley Manor Methodist Home,
Frankfort, IN. Two memorial services were held, the first at Amanda Reed Memorial Chapel, Wesley Manor,
Frankfort, with the Rev. William Valentine and Chaplin Ronald Mann officiating; the second at North Turner
Union Church, North Turner, ME, with the Rev. Ann Marie Simone officiating. Burial was in North Turner.
Norman is survived by his wife of 67 years, Barbara; two daughters, Winona Adams and her husband Rick, and
Elaine Witherbee and her husband Gary; five grandchildren and their spouses; and ten great-grandchildren. 

Leicester Rupert Potter, Jr.

A pioneer in hospital chaplaincy and pastoral education, “Les” was born on April 9,
1915 in Boston to Gladys (Sanders) and Leicester R. Potter (Sr.). He grew up in
Brookline and Hingham, MA, attending several schools in Brookline and Newton, and
graduating from Derby Academy in Hingham. He earned several degrees, beginning
with a B.A. at Tufts University in 1939 and a M.Div. at Boston University School of
Theology in 1944. In 1947 he married Verna “Pat” Ellison an RN whom he met while
working as a chaplain at Mass. Memorial Hospital. Returning later to Boston
University, Les earned an M.A. in 1952 and an S.T.M. at Andover-Newton Theological
School in 1954, followed in 1972 with a D. Min, also from Andover-Newton. He was

awarded an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree by Geneva Theological College of Wisconsin in 1966. 
Les was the first permanent hospital chaplain in the United States, in essence, founding the profession,

according to his grandson. For 39 years Les was Chaplain at Boston Medical Center. He was also a member of the
Board of Trustees and a supporter of the Nurses Alumni Association of the Center. He helped establish the first
interfaith chapel there, which has a mural depicting the history and roles of the hospital. Later he became Hospital
Historian, and was active in preserving the Historic Talbot Building. 

Les became Director of Pastoral Care and Education at Boston University. He especially enjoyed teaching BU
graduate students in pastoral care and counseling, emphasizing the importance of all roles in hospital care, from
orderlies to surgeons. His many professional activities included being President of the Institute of Pastoral Care,
President of the Mass. Chaplains Association, President of the American Protestant Hospital Chaplains
Association, Chairman of the NE Region of the Institute of Pastoral Care, charter membership of the American
Association of Pastoral Counselors, a Certified Supervision in the Association of Clinical Pastoral Education, and
Chaplain Emeritus of the College of Chaplains. 
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Besides his work in chaplaincy and pastoral care, Les was a member of the Masons –Scottish Rite, 32nd
Degree, of Rural Lodge, Quincy. He was an active member of Quincy Community UMC and was a devoted father,
grandfather, and great-grandfather. Remembered by his grandson as a “fixer”, Les loved gardening and puttering
around the family cottage in Sandown, NH. Even after he moved to Marion Manor Nursing Home in South
Boston, he cared for other residents with the same grace as he had as chaplain.

After a long period of declining health, Les died on July 6, 2009 at Marion Manor Nursing Home in South
Boston. His funeral was held at Gilman Chapel of Cedar Grove Cemetery, Dorchester, followed by burial there.
The Rev. Dr. Susan Jarek-Glidden officiated. Les is survived by his four sons: Robert and his wife, Paulette, Richard
F. and his wife, Kathleen, David L. and his wife, Meg, all of Quincy, and John and his wife Carol, of Milton; ten
grandchildren, and one great-grandson. Les was predeceased by his brother, Robert Porter, and his wife of 62
years, Verna Potter, who died in January 2010. 

Sandra L. Rehe

Sandi is remembered by many as one who “taught by example.” Sandi was born on
May 26, 1938 in Columbus, Ohio to Clara (Roush) and William Harris. A second-
career pastor, she earned her M. Div. at Boston University School of Theology in the
1980’s. She was then appointed in the former Southern New England Conference as
Associate Pastor at Danvers in September 1988. The following year, she was appoint-
ed to Weymouth, followed by a pastorate at First UMC, Wilbraham, MA in 1997. From
there, she retired in 2004, and lived in Andover, MA. In 2008 Sandi relocated to Wesley
Woods, Gilford, NH, and became pastor at Weirs (NH) UMC. 

After a courageous battle with cancer, Sandi died at home on November 4, 2009.
Her “homecoming service” was held at Laconia-Gilford UMC, on November 8. An additional service was held on
November 14 at Ballardvale UMC, Andover, MA. Sandi is survived by a son, David, of Haverhill, MA. and a
daughter, Kathleen, of Phoenix, AZ, a niece and a nephew. Sandi was predeceased by her husband, Warren A.
Rehe, in 2008, her parents, her daughter, Dana Rehe, in 1991, and her brother, James Harris. 

Charles Reynolds

Affectionately known as “Paddy” because of his Irish heritage, Charles was born on
January 4, 1924 in Crossgar Village, Northern Ireland, the son of Annie (Anderson)
and the late Robert Reynolds. Charles joined the Royal Air Force in World War II, and
was stationed in the Indo-Burma theater. While in India he met his future wife, a mis-
sionary named Maud Hibbard, and they were married in 1946. After the war they set-
tled in Michigan where Charles earned a degree at Adrian College. He then earned a
B.D. degree at Drew University School of Theology, and was later honored with a
D.D.at Asbury Theological School. After ordination, Charles and Maud served as mis-
sionaries in Sironcha, India for 20 years. 

Returning to the United States, Charles joined the New England South Conference and became associate pas-
tor of South UMC, Manchester, CT, in 1958, the year he was ordained elder. He was pastor of Centenary UMC,
Attleboro. MA, from 1959 to 1964. Subsequently, he moved to New York City in 1985 to become Executive
Director of the American Board of the Ludhiana Christian Medical college until his retirement in 1990. He was
honored in 1995 by Queen Elizabeth who appointed him an OBE. In 1998 he was awarded the “Talwar” (Sword
of Honor) by the citizens of Ludhiana for his forty years of support of the Medical College. He was most proud
of his US citizenship which he received in 2007. 

Charles died on August 30, 2007 at Memorial Hospital, Towanda, PA. His funeral was held on September 4,
2007 at Christ Episcopal Church, Towanda, with the Rev. Maureen Hipple officiating. Burial was in Evergreen
Cemetery in Albany Twp, PA. Charles is survived by his brother, Tommy, of Norwich, England; his sister, Myrtle
Craig, of Northern Ireland; and several nieces, nephews, and cousins. His wife, Maud, initially survived him but
died in 2010.
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John Richard Smith

Called “Father John” by many, John was born on October 12, 1936 in Tewksbury, MA
to the late Violet V. Rolf. He grew up in East Templeton, MA and graduated from
Templeton High School in 1954. He was a high school camper and counselor at
Rolling Ridge, North Andover, MA. John received his local preacher’s license on
March 26, 1955 upon the recommendation of the East Templeton UMC and the
examination of a committee of the Worcester District of the New England
Conference. He then earned a B.A. cum laude at Union College, Barbourville, KY in
1958. He served in the Army National Guard until his honorable discharge in 1961. He
then earned an M.Div. degree at Drew University School of Theology in 1963 and was

ordained in the New England Conference that same year. 
Known as a dynamic, passionate preacher, John’s 41 years of ministry included pastorates at Gloucester,

Cotuit, Agawam and Northampton, MA, Mansfield, CT, and Dalton, MA, from which he retired in 2002. After
retirement he served as Interim Pastor at the Williamsburg, MA and Florence, MA Congregational Churches. He
attended Christ UMC in Northampton, MA. 

In his younger years, John was active in church and summer youth camp, later becoming a salt water fishing
Camp Leader at Camp Aldersgate. He was an enthusiastic sportsman, singer, and dancer, enjoying the company
of family and friends. He enjoyed reading, studying and debating issues of history and political science, and was
a long-time member of the Springfield Stamp Club. He is fondly remembered for his sense of humor, lively con-
versation, and constant loyalty to and encouragement of his family.

John died of a massive heart attack on March 18, 2010. His memorial service was held on March 27 at Christ
UMC, Northampton, MA with the Rev. Dr. Mike Stotts and the Rev. Stephen Stolle officiating. John is survived by
his wife of 51 years, Shirley J. (Salsman) Smith; two daughters: Aimee Smith of Easthampton and Arlana Smith of
Florence, MA; two brothers: Marcus Smith and his wife, Jane, of Westminster, MA, and Edison Smith of Clinton,
CT; two sisters: Marcia Mattos and her husband William of Winchendon, MA; Joan Stone and her husband, Gary,
of Nashville, TN; a brother-in-law, Robert Salsman, of Rockdale, MA, and several nieces and nephews. 

LOCAL PASTORS

Clark A. Osborn

Remembered as a teacher, principal, and pastor, Clark was born on March 1, 1939 in
Lincoln, ME to Clark A. Osborn Sr. and Norma (Curtis) Osborn Greenleaf. He attend-
ed Lincoln schools, graduated from Mattanawcook Academy in 1957, and earned a
B.S. in Education at the University of Maine at Presque Isle. 

During the next twenty years, Clark was active in education as an elementary
school teacher and principal. He was also treasurer of the Maine State Principals
Association for 11 years and helped develop numerous innovative educational pro-
grams. In 1960 he married Beverly J. Knight and they raised four children. 

Feeling called to ministry, Clark accepted an appointment as local pastor at
Howland and Alton (ME) UMCs for 3 years (1978–81) He then served for 4 years at East Corinth (1982–85) and
North and South Brooksville for 5 years (1986–90). 

During these years, he did graduate work at USM, Wesley Theological Seminary, and Washington, DC, fol-
lowed by a D.D. through New Wine Ministries Bible School. On the Conference level, Clark was a member of the
Commission on Archives and History as well as the Committee for Disaster Relief. Clark’s last appointment was
Lincoln UMC for 10 years (1991–2000) in which he helped the Sunday School grow, added a puppet ministry, and
increased Sunday worship attendance from 25 to nearly 100. He also coordinated needed improvements to the
church buildings. Retiring in 2001 after 23 years of parish ministry, Clark continued to work for program growth
at Danforth UMC, serving once a month during 2005. He also preached at Lincoln Congregational Church and
Mattawamkeag. 

Clark cared deeply for his community. For 45 years he served various fire departments and ambulance teams
in all positions except chief. He was active with the Jaycees, Rotary Club and Lions Club, in all of which he was
elected President. He became a Scoutmaster in Guilford, and a member of the Gideons in Houlton. In Corinth he
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served on the library, planning, and cemetery committees. He was on the Board of Directors at Penobscot Valley
Hospital and Greater Lincoln Christian Academy. Clark was also gifted in music, singing in several choirs includ-
ing the Hilltop Carolers, Houlton Community Chorus, and Second Corinthian Gospel Group. He was also a
church organist, played the keyboard at area nursing homes, and was a member of the Lincoln Community Band.
He loved to cook, especially at church suppers, and was famous for his hot dogs with onions. He enjoyed his fam-
ily, football, golf, camping, swimming, and trains, and is remembered for his great sense of humor.  

After an extended illness, Clark died at home on September 25, 2009. His funeral was held on September
28, 2009 at Lincoln UMC with Pastor Bruce Young officiating. Burial was in Lincoln. Clark is survived by his wife
of nearly 50 years, Beverly; three children: Thomas and his wife Nancy, Lorena Dexter and her husband Tim, and
Lisa Sholler and her husband Reggie; seven grandchildren; two great-grandchildren; and a brother, Gary and his
wife Shiela. Clark was predeceased by his parents and his oldest son, Richard.

SPOUSES

Beverly Persis (Fisher) Boyden

Loving wife and parent, active church worker, and partner in ministry, “Bev” was born
on January 13, 1920 in Littleton, NH to Helen (Marr) and William Fisher. She attend-
ed elementary school in Barnet, VT and graduated from St. Johnsbury Academy. She
then attended business school in Concord, NH during which time she met her future
husband,

Kenneth Boyden. She was a nurse’s aid at Cottage Hospital, Woodsville, NH, and
worked for Farm Bureau Mutual, Concord, NH. She was Executive Secretary at the
Spaulding Youth Center, Tilton, NH, and later was Executive Secretary in the Dean’s
Office at Plymouth State College. 

Bev married Kenneth Boyden at the Laconia Methodist Church in August 1941. They raised three children,
and were partners in ministry serving Methodist churches in Monroe, North Monroe, Penacook, Tilton, Plymouth,
Ashland, Claremont, and North Charlestown, and finally in Lawrence, MA.  Bev had grown up in the Methodist
Church in East Concord, VT, and continued her church work as a long-time active member of WSCS and UMW.
She was also a member of the Conference Board of Global Ministries, and served many years as delegate to the
NH Annual Conference, Jurisdictional Conference, and General Conference. After their retirement she continued
her church participation as a member of Contoocook, NH, Edgewater, FL, and Claremont, NH churches.

In addition to her church activities, Bev served in the Eastern Star as Matron and other Offices. She especial-
ly loved “the farm” in Henniker, NH, Lake Sunapee, NH and their winter home in Florida. She also enjoyed swim-
ming, camping, rug hooking, crocheting, travel to Hawaii, and time with friends and family. 

In her ninetieth year, Bev died peacefully on October 29, 2009 at Cedar Hill Health Care Center, Windsor, VT
where she had lived for the past four years. A family graveside service was held on June 12, 2010 in East St.
Johnsbury VT with her son, the Rev. Richard Boyden, presiding. Bev is survived by her three children: Kendra J.
Boyden and her husband, Roy Stock, of Albany, NY, Cynthia D. LaCroix and her husband, Colan of Claremont,
NH, and the Rev. Richard Boyden and his wife Sharon of Colebrook, NH; three grandchildren, two great-grand-
children, a brother Bernard Fisher and his wife Joyce of Silver City, NM, and many nieces and nephews. Bev was
predeceased in 1993 by her husband of 52 years, the Rev. Kenneth Boyden, her father William Fisher, her Aunt
Maud Damon, her brother William Fisher, and her sister Bernadette Edmunds. 

Carol Ann Uran Bunnell

Remembered as a compassionate nurse and faithful church teacher and speaker, Carol
was born on October 12, 1942 in West Stewartstown, NH to Zelma E. (Foster) and
Frank E. Uran. She graduated from Pittsburg, NH High School in 1960, and Albany
Medical School of Nursing. Well known in the Colebrook area, Carol worked with Dr.
Herbert William Gifford to establish the Upper Connecticut Valley Hospital,
Colebrook, NH which opened in the early 1970’s. She was closely associated with both
him and his wife, Dr. Marjorie Parson Gifford. Carol’s nursing career included being
Charge Nurse and Head of Infection Control at the hospital. She was an EMT and an
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EMT instructor  as well as registrar for the area bloodmobile.  She is also served on various boards at the hospi-
tal. 

Carol married Al Bunnell in May 1983, and supported his later pastorates in Whitefield and West Milan, NH.
She was a certified Lay Speaker and filled various positions at Trinity UMC, Colebrook. As a Sunday School
teacher, she is fondly remembered for her bright smile and making birthday cakes for her students. Carol also
loved the outdoors, making puzzles, and reading. 

After a long battle with cancer, Carol died on March 27, 2010. Her funeral was held at Trinity UMC,
Colebrook, on March 31, with the Rev. Richard Boyden  presiding. Burial was in Lemington, VT. Carol is survived
by her husband of 27 years, Pastor Al Bunnell of Lemington, VT; two sisters, Brenda Lanctot of Colebrook and
Gloria Sweatt of Pittsburg, NH; two brothers, Frank Uran Jr. and John Uran of Stewartstown, NH; A stepson,
Steven Bunnell of Bloomfield, VT; a stepdaughter, Susan Bunnell, of NH; four grandchildren, and numerous
nieces and nephews. 

Shirley Ruth Helms

Shirley was born on November 13, 1923 in Watertown, MA, the daughter of
Marguerite (Colby) and Maurice Helms. She graduated from Watertown High School
in 1941, where she was captain of the women’s field hockey team. She then graduated
from Burdett College, Boston, with a business and accounting degree. In March 1944
she married Edgar J. Helms, then a tech sergeant in the US Army Air Corps. 

After Edgar’s discharge from the Army, he earned his M.Div. degree at Boston
University School of Theology and was ordained in the New England Conference in
1954. Edgar and Shirley then became a ministry team and served churches in Newton
Lower Falls, Wellesley, Milford, Springfield, and Westfield, MA. During this time,

Shirley held professional support positions in finance in Boston. She was on the admissions and administration
staff at Western New England College and Westfield State College.

In 1983 the Helmses retired to their cottage, named “Kum-Ba-Yah,” on Pemaquid Lake in Damariscotta, ME.
to which many friends and family members came over the years. In 2006 they began to spend winters with their
daughter, Shirley Titcomb, in Woolrich, ME, where a comfortable apartment was remodeled for their use. 

Shirley died at the family home in Woolrich on February 20, 2010. A memorial service was held on April 23,
2010 at Round Pond (ME) UMC. Shirley is survived by her husband of 66 years, the Rev. Edgar J. Helms; her son,
Ned Jr., and his wife Sally of Concord, NH; her daughter, Shirley Helms Titcomb, and her husband Ron of
Woolrich, ME; three grandchildren. and numerous “grand-dogs,” “grand-cats,” nephews and nieces. Shirley was
predeceased by her brothers Franklin of Somers, CT, and William of Tucson, AZ.

Frances Terry Huston

Founder of Fran Huston Design, as well as being a partner in ministry with her hus-
band, The Rev. Robert Huston, Fran was born on May 13, 1919 in Tacoma, WA to
Edna (Rowland) and Lawrence Terry. Fran grew up in Charleston, SC and Chicago,
where she graduated from Waller High School and Herzl Junior College. She then
completed her B.A. in History at the University of Puget Sound, Tacoma in 1948.
During her college years, she worked for Boeing Aircraft in personnel and as a psy-
chometric Examiner.  Later she earned a certificate from the Art Institute of Chicago
in 1967, and a Bachelor’s degree in Fine Arts, with honors, at the Parsons’ School of
Design in New York City in 1971.

After her marriage to Robert W. Huston in May 1944 and his ordination in the Methodist Church, the couple
served churches in Tacoma, WA, and Weston, Malden, and Newtonville, MA. During Robert’s 25 years as a
General Secretary, she was active at First UMC, Evanston, IL and Huntington, NY. In two of these churches, she
was president of the WSCS, a member of the Conference WSCS, and member of the Altar Guild and the church
choir.
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Following her graduation from Parsons, Fran established her own creative design business, Fran Huston
Design, in 1972 which specialized in office design. In the thirty years of her practice she was never without a com-
mission, supervising each project from working drawings to construction to furnishings. She emphasized the
functions of the spaces and the needs of the occupants. She designed many professional offices in NYC including
at the United Nations Headquarters, the Boston University School of Theology library, and the Bishop’s office in
Washington, DC. One of her outstanding designs was the Office of the UM General Commission on Ecumenical
and Interreligious Concerns, located at 475 Riverside Drive, NYC, noted for its “signature use of glass.”

Most recently, she was an active member of the Huntington-Cold Spring Harbor UMC. Among her many
activities were flower arranging, designing and making Christmas ornaments, needlepoint, cross-stitching, quilt-
ing, crossword puzzles, and singing in the choir. She was a writer for the “Town Crier,” the monthly newspaper of
the Peconic Landing Retirement Community. She supported the restoration of Brecknock Hall in Greenport, NY
and helped teach beginner  computer classes. After a long battle with Parkinson’s Disease, Fran died of heart fail-
ure on May 11, 2009 at the Shores at Peconic Landing, NY. A Memorial Service of Celebration was held on May
16 at Horton-Mathie Funeral Home in Greenport, with Pastor Bradley Ben Burns officiating. Fran is survived by
her husband of 65 years, the Rev. Robert W. Huston, of Greenport; her daughter, Alyce Hemstreet and her hus-
band Edward of East Lyme, CT; Her sister, Elizabeth Terry Worrell of Medford, OR; and two grandchildren. Fran
was predeceased by her sister, Margaret Terry Schwarz, and her brother, Robert Terry.

Arthur Roland Oliver

A family man affectionately known as “Daddy O,” Arthur was born on July 5, 1942 in
Portland, ME to Zodelle L. (Cram) and Keith N. Oliver. Arthur graduated from
Yarmouth (ME) High School and went on to work as a truck driver for Merrill
Transport, CO for 24 years before retiring in 1985.   He married Charice L. Frank in
1978. He was also a member of the Yarmouth Fire Department for many years. 

Arthur also was an active member and trustee of the North Pownal (ME) UMC.
He was fond of playing cribbage and horseshoes, watching NASCAR races, and taking
his beloved dog “Bisquit” with him in his truck. He especially loved his blended fami-
ly of nine children. He is remembered for his great sense of humor, soft voice, and
beautiful smile. 

After a long battle with lung cancer, Arthur died on August 16, 2009 in Freeport, ME. A graveside memorial
service was held on August 29 at the Riverside Cemetery, Yarmouth, ME, with the Rev. Margaret Queior officiat-
ing. Arthur is survived by his wife of 31 years, Pastor Charice L. Oliver of Freeport, ME; six sons: Keith A. Oliver
and his wife Bethany of Brunswick, Michael D. Soule of Freeport, Todd A. Oliver and his wife Tanya of Topsham,
Derah S. Soule and his wife Nancy of Bowdoinham, David J. Soule of his wife Carlene of Freeport, and Scott A.
Oliver of Lewiston;  three daughters: Mary S. Howard and her husband Michael of Freeport, Deborah L. Malone
of Pownal, and Eryn M. Steele of Auburn; fourteen grandchildren; a sister, Sharon L. Oliver and her companion
John Gurney of Freeport, and many nieces and nephews.

Verna Ellison Potter

A registered nurse as well as chaplain’s wife, Verna was born on October 4, 1922 in
Boston to Verna Marguerite (Stewart) and Frederick Ellison. She graduated from
Dorchester Girls High School in 1940 and Massachusetts Memorial Nursing School in
1944. She became an RN at Mass Memorial, where she met her future husband, the
Rev. Leicester Potter, the hospital chaplain. They were married in 1947 and raised four
children. 

During her nursing career, Verna was a Board Member and Honorary Lifetime
Member of the Mass. Memorial Hospital Nurses Alumnae Association. During their
years in Quincy, she continued her nursing at the Wm. B. Eventide Home, from which
she retired. She was also a member of the Quincy Community UMC. She was devoted to her church and her family.
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Verna died peacefully on January 2, 2010 at Boston Medical Center. Her funeral was held on January 7 at
Gilman Chapel of Cedar Grove Cemetery, Dorchester, MA, where she was buried beside her late husband, the Rev.
Leicester Potter. They are survived by their four sons: Robert E. and his wife Paulette of Quincy, John S. and his
wife Carol of Milton, Richard F. (QPD) and his wife Kathleen of Quincy, and David L. and his wife Meg, also of
Quincy; ten grandchildren and one great-grandson. Verna was predeceased by her husband, Leicester, and her sis-
ter, Jean Ellison. 

Maud Marcelle Reynolds

A Missionary in India for many years, Maud was born on November 24, 1916 in
Monreton, PA to Effie (Rettberg) and Robert Spicer Hibbard. She graduated in 1933
from the New Albany Joint High School and the Practical Bible Training School in
Johnson City, NY. Later, she earned a B.A. degree from Adrian College, Michigan, and
a Master’s degree from Drew University in 1958.

Maud was working as a missionary in India when she met Charles Reynolds, who
was serving in the Royal Air Force. They were married in August 1946 and served as
missionaries in Sironcha, India, a remote forest area, for twenty years.  Maud was also
employed by the American Board of Ludhiana Christian Medical College for many

years. She enjoyed traveling, especially to Northern Ireland and India.
Maud died on May 1, 2010 at home. Her funeral was held on May 6 at the New Albany UMC, with the Rev.

Sandy Brant officiating. Burial was at Evergreen Cemetery, Township of Albany, PA. Maud is survived by her
cousins Marguerite Shumway and her husband Thurston of Harvey’s Lake, PA, Harvey Rettberg Sr. and his wife,
Sadie of Greenville, SC; a brother-in-law, George Craig, of Belfast, Northern Ireland; and special friends, The Rev.
James Donahoo and Jane Donahoo of Sayre, PA, and Daniel Allen of Evergreen, PA. Maud was predeceased by
her husband, the late Rev. Dr. Charles Reynolds, in 2007. 

Elaine C. Smith

Wife, mother, and world traveler, Elaine was born on September 25, 1954 in
Manchester, NH to Anita (Coll) and Richard Hebert. She grew up in Allenstown, NH
with her three Brothers, Paul, Rick, and David. She graduated from Pembroke
Academy and was a member of the National Honor Society. She then attended and
graduated from the Surgical Technologists School at Concord Hospital, and worked at
at hospitals in Athol and Worcester, MA. 

Elaine was partner in ministry with her husband, the Rev. Dr. Lee Smith, and they
served New Hampshire churches in Weirs Beach (1984–87), Woodsville and North
Haverhill (1987–92), and Tilton and Northfield (1993–99). They then served Athol,

MA (2000–04), Starret Memorial, Athol and East Templeton, MA (2005–6), followed by West Scarborotuh, ME
(2007–9). At all these churches, Elaine enjoyed singing in the choirs, leading craft groups, and hosting Christmas
open house. Her travels with the family included 26 cruises and other trips which she especially enjoyed. 

After a long battle with cancer, Elaine died on May 9, 2010 at home. Her services were held on May 15 at
Wesley UMC, Concord, NH, Elaine is survived by her husband of almost 37 years, the Rev. Dr. R. Lee Smith of
Gilford; two daughters: Michelle Gamache and her husband Chris of Deerfield, NH and Cathy Thorsell and her
husband Nathan of Pittsfield; and four grandchildren.
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Leda Smith

Leda was born on November 16, 1916. She married the Rev. Meredith Smith, who was
a longtime member of the New England Conference, serving as Chaplain for the US
Air Force, as well as pastor of St. Stephen’s UMC in Marblehead, MA. Leda died on
November 24, 2009, and was predeceased by her husband in 1997

Martha Jane Hughes Uhlinger

Martha was born on August 10, 1916. She was the partner in ministry of her husband,
the late Paul John Uhlinger, and they served churches in the East Ohio and the
Southern New England Conferences. She also supported his teaching ministries at
Taylor University, Iowa Wesleyan College, Coe College, and the University of Akron,
Ohio. During the 1960’s and 70’s, the Uhlingers traveled extensively in Europe and the
Near East, retiring in 1979 to their cottage in Maine which they affectionately called
“You-Linger-Awhile.”

After a period of declining health, Martha died on December 27, 2009.at the age
of 93. She is survived by their daughter, Mathanne Pressey, two grandchildren, and five
great-grandchildren. She was predeceased by her husband of 70 years, the Rev. Paul J. Uhlinger, in 2007. 

Lillian Marie Pearson Kelley Wallace

Living into her 100th year, Lillian was born on August 26, 1910 in Providence, RI to
Louise (Tornblum) and Andrew Pearson. She may have attended a “commercial high
school,” according to her step-daughter, but was a bookkeeper in her early years. She
was first married to Thomas E. Kelley, who died in 1948, and they had a daughter,
Nathalie Frances Kelley. Two years later she married William Taylor Wallace, a widow-
er with two children, Jane and Bill Jr. 

As a minister’s wife, Lillian performed all the duties of spouse, mother, and part-
ner in ministry with William at their churches in Littleton, Claremont, and Laconia,
NH. She was the parsonage hostess, a Sunday School teacher, and an active WSCS
member. When her husband retired early because of ill health, Lillian worked in a doctor’s office in Concord, NH,
probably in bookkeeping. 

Lillian died on March 29, 2010 in Concord, NH. A memorial service was held at Wesley UMC, Concord on
April 21, with the Revs. Peter Hey and Steve Garness-Holmes officiating, assisted by her son-in-law, the Rev.
Robinson Lapp, and her grandson-in-law, the Rev. Edward Saxman. Lillian is survived by her step-children, Janet
Wallace Lapp and her husband Robinson of Arvada, CO, and William T. Wallace, MD and his wife Marilyn of
Concord; nine grandchildren, 18 great-grandchildren, two great-great-grandchildren; her sister, Barbara Allinson,
and her husband, Wayne, of Hingham, MA; and numerous nieces and nephews. Lillian was predeceased by her
first husband, Thomas Kelley, in 1948, and her second husband, the Rev. William Wallace, in 1971; and her daugh-
ter, Nathalie Kelley Goss, who died just one day before her mother on March 28, 2010, in Mesa, AZ. 
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Jean Moore

A longtime camping enthusiast and Co-Director of Wanakee Methodist Center,
Meredith, NH, Jean was born on August 31, 1971 in Nashua, NH to John and Grace
Fairbairm. Jean earned a Master’s in Education at the University of New Hampshire.
Her early professional years were spent in elementary education. 

Jean’s 29-year relationship with Wanakee included being a camper, counselor,
ropes instructor, board member, and board chair, prior to her becoming co-director in
2005 with Michael J. Moore, whom she married in 1999.  She remarked that she and
Mike were “blessed to be a part of the camp and to be able to share in the development
of campers’ faith.” 

Jean was a member of the Moultonboro UMC. She loved her children and family, and enjoyed the beach,
games, puzzles, genealogy, and drinking tea with her friends.

After a brave fight with leukemia, Jean died on February 25, 2010. Her service was held on March 6 at St. James
UMC, Merrimack, NH, with the Rev. Carroll Moore presiding. Jean is survived by her husband, Michael; two sons,
Emerson and Alexander; a daughter, Eloise; her mother, Grace Fairbairn; a brother, George Fairbairn; and a sis-
ter, Grace (David) Wilson.  

Cynthia Sulesky

Cynthia was an editor for the New England Conference from 1998 to 2004. She died
on October 12, 2009. Her funeral was held at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Methuen,
on October 17, 2009.
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