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Our Mission

To lead the CMA
district churches
and pastors into

becoming Movers
and Shakers (peo-

ple who initiate ac-
tions and get
things done)

through the trans-
formation of the

world for the glory
of God.

Like many others, I often find myself searching for the meaning

of words or sayings on Google or Yahoo in order to under-

stand a little more. Recently, I went searching for the meaning of

the words “an open invitation.” What does it mean when we say

to someone, you have an open invitation? Or the invitation is

open? My first search came up with many different results, but I

will only share with you a couple of interesting ones: 

“It means you do not have to pre-arrange a date and time for
a visit—you are 'open' to turn up at any time.” (qualified as best

answer from a search in Yahoo.com)

“Something that seems to give people a reason or excuse for
doing something wrong or illegal.” (From the Macmillan diction-

ary search)

Without a doubt, these are good and different, and even helpful

as I share with you this open invitation. Yet for me, however, I

prefer the more simple and more straightforward answer I received

from www.wordreference.com: “an open invitation... is open to
all who want to attend...” After all, Jesus said, “For God so loved
the world that He gave his only begotten Son, that whoever be-
lieves in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

So, this is an open invitation to all who want to come, no mat-

ter who you are, what church you are from, how many years

you’ve been a Christian, or if you are a Christian or not.

Whomever you are, you are welcome to join us for our Leadership

Workshops on February 28 at Leominster UMC, from 9:00am to

3:30pm. 

Register at www.cmdresourceday.com or print the registration

and send it into the district office.

You will find it a time of hope, grace, and growth. We will see

you there!

René A. Perez
District Superintendent
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An Open Invitation

Note to Pastors: Please include these articles in your

own newsletters to your churches. 
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Upcoming Events in the District

February 13, 2015

Family Karaoke Dance Party

If you like to sing and dance (and what good
Methodist doesn’t?), then join us for some mu-

sical fun. All ages welcome. Hosted by the
Youth Group.

7pm

Aldersgate UMC (North Reading)

February 14, 2015

Free-for-All Breakfast

Impress your sweetheart by bringing him or her
to Aldersgate UMC’s FREE breakfast,  where

you will enjoy an all-you-can-eat buffet of
homemade pancakes, waffles, eggs, oatmeal,
bacon, potatoes, and more. And did we men-

tion that it’s FREE?
8-10:30am

Aldersgate UMC (North Reading)

February 16 or 17, 2015

Pre-lenten Gathering for Clergy

Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar invites all New
England Conference clergy to a one-day spiri-
tual retreat to help center and prepare us for
the Lenten season. Every clergy member (in-
cluding retired) is strongly encouraged to par-

ticipate in one of these rich and spirit-filled
gatherings. This is an opportunity to worship
and be filled as we enter into the holy Lenten

season together. No business will be con-
ducted in these gatherings. 

10am-2:30pm (arrive at 9:30 for refreshments)

Monday, February 16: St. John’s UMC (Dover,

NH) or

Tuesday, February 17: Plymouth UMC (Ply-

mouth, MA)

February 20, 2015

Open Mic Night

Do you have musical talent you would like to
share? Do you just enjoy watching talented mu-

sicians perform original and favorite music?
Join us for an entertaining evening. Coffee and

dessert bar available. 
7pm

Aldersgate UMC (North Reading)

February 28, 2015

District Leadership Resource Day

Bob Farr is director of congregational excel-
lence in the Missouri Conference of The United
Methodist Church. Frequent speaker and semi-

nar leader, he is also the author of Get Their

Name and Renovate or Die: 10 Ways to Focus

Your Church on Mission, both co-authored with
Kay Kotan, published by Abingdon Press.

Time TBD

Leominster UMC

March 21, 2015

Sexual Ethics Training

The New England Conference provides a vari-
ety of resources, training, and tools for clergy
and lay leadership in the local church on edu-
cation, prevention, and policies regarding sex-
ual misconduct and safe sanctuaries.   We all

strive to maintain our congregations as safe en-

d Trivia  c

In which four countries is Shrove Tuesday also

known as Pancake Day and why?

The first person to correctly answer this month’s question

will receive honorable mention in the next newsletter.

Reply to holly@mslaw.edu

Please write “Trivia Question” in the subject.

Answer to Last Month’s Trivia Question

The question was: Which country celebrates Epiphany
as a public holiday? 

Austria (taken from “Interesting Epiphany Quiz” on

www.simonspicks.com)

continued on page 4



Is your church missional? Does the majority of mem-

bers participate in missions? Does every aspect of

the church relate to your missional purpose? Has your

church made strong connections with your commu-

nity? Are your members equipped to share their faith?

If you answered no to any of these questions, your

church may not be achieving its missional purpose.

In his book, Shaped by God’s Heart – The Passion
and Practices of Missional Churches, Milfred Minatrea

describes the difference between a mission-minded
church and one that is missional. He states, “The mis-

sion-minded church perceives mission as one expres-

sion of its ministry; the missional church perceives

mission as the essence of its existence.” In his study of

missional churches, Minatrea found that missional

churches perceive missions, not as a program of the

church, but as its core. As we learn from James 2:17-

18, faith is not something we just possess, but rather

something we practice. It is putting our faith into action

that makes us missional. But what is the mission of the

church?

Jesus had one mission, to do God’s will. In John

6:38 Jesus said, “For I have come down from heaven

not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent

me.” He went on to instruct us that “… As the Father

has sent me, so I am sending you” (John 20:21 NIV).

Thus we are called to be sent into the world to be Jesus’

representative. Jesus’ life and teaching is a great guide

for what God wants of his people and church. The mis-

sion of the church is to make Disciples of Jesus Christ

for the transformation of the world by proclaiming the

good news of God’s grace and exemplifying Jesus’

command to love God and neighbor,… (The Book of

Discipline of the United Methodist Church, 2012,

¶121, p.91). This has its basis in Jesus’ Great Commis-

sion (Matthew 28:18-20) and the Greatest Command-

ment (Matthew 22:37-40). He directed His church to

both help those in need (thus loving our neighbor) and

sharing the Good News with the world. 

Missional churches are committed to making con-

nections with their communities as a means not only to

assist those in need but also to share the Good News of

God’s grace. This requires not only a financial commit-

ment to outreach, but also a commitment to building

relationships with those within the community as part

of our service to others. It is through these relationships

that we best demonstrate our commitment to caring for

others. But even more important, it provides the oppor-

tunity for us to share our faith and invite others to wor-

ship with us on Sunday. The United Methodist

Church’s Book of Disciple states, “… personal salva-

tion always involves Christian mission and service to

the world” (2012, ¶102, p.51). Thus, we as individuals

are called to be missional and ensure that our church is

fulfilling its mission.

Is your church missional? Perhaps you could ask

yourselves the following questions: 

1. Does our church think of its programs, events,

and actions as fulfilling God’s will? 

2. Does our church have the appropriate balance

between helping those in need and sharing

God’s gift of grace to all? 

3. Does our church leadership equip its members

on how to share the message of the Good News

with others? 

4. What things can we do to further meet God’s

will for our church? 

You might be asking yourself, what type of things

can we do to become a more missional church? A few

ideas are listed here to stimulate your thinking:

1. Discuss with your church leadership team the

concept of missional churches.

2. Reach out into the community and make con-

nections with other groups. Building relation-

ships is key. Understanding how your church

can meet the needs of groups within your com-

munity is a good place to begin.

3. Identify a need within your community and

provide support through your church. Impor-

tantly, this needs to involve church member

participation. The community needs to see our

faith in action. Possibilities include helping

troubled teens, or ensuring basic needs, clothes

and food, are met with young children, or pro-

Is Your Church Missional?

By Jim Empfield
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Upcoming Events
continued from page 2

vironments, and when any part of the commu-
nity is injured, physically, emotionally, spiritually,
or relationally, the wellbeing of the whole com-

munity is violated and all suffer.
Time TBD

Leominster UMC

May 16, 2015

Transition Workshop

This training is required for all new appoint-
ments. Details and location to follow.

Reminder: All churches are invited to submit
announcments of upcoming events. Please

send text only (no PDFs) to
holly@mslaw.edu. Include date and location.

viding mentoring or emotional support for single

parents. Find ways to show the community you

care.

4. Set some goals for 2015. Strive to get at least 50%

of your church to participate in some fashion with

your connection to the community.

5. Implement a program to educate your church

members on how to share their faith in a way that

is comfortable. 

6. Form a discussion group to read, contemplate,

and discuss Milfred Minatrea’s Shaped by God’s

Heart.

7. Attend the upcoming 2015 Central Massachusetts

District Congregational Development Team

Workshops on February 28. There will be numer-

ous workshops focused on Connecting with Com-

munity and becoming a Missional Church. 

It is critical for us to continually focus on why we as

a church exist – our mission or purpose. Helping those in

need and sharing the Good News of God’s grace is the

mission for the church and life’s purpose for Christians.

It is through this mission that we achieve God’s will here

on earth. Becoming more missional with enable us to bet-

ter achieve our purpose.

Jim is both a member of the Sudbury United Methodist
Church and of the CMA District congregational devel-
opment team.

Is Your Church Missional?
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From the Throne of Puntius Pilate

Q: What was the secret of Delilah getting into
Samson’s house?
A: She picked his locks.


