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WOW! Welcome to Boston!  150 Years – Can you Believe it?  We have been talking about 
and preparing for this date for several years now. This is the day – the day that the Lord has 
made. So, let us celebrate and rejoice in it! 
 
How special it is for us to be gathered together here today. We hope that you will enjoy the 
celebration and program we have planned as we honor our “Legacy” which began 150 years 
ago not far from where are gathered. On March 23, 1869, here in Boston, on  
a dark and stormy night (or day) our forebears met for the first time with hopes of improving 
lives of women, children and youth.   
 
It is amazing and also sad that we still exist with the same objective. Amazing in that United 
Methodist Women, with over 800,000 members, continue to provide a creative, supportive, 
fellowship here at home and around the globe with an emphasis on helping women, youth and 
children make better lives for themselves. We have so very many success stories and 
much to celebrate.  
 
It is sad in that the need for our work also continues. Oppression, coercion, inequalities, 
hatred and violence continue to threaten the lives of vulnerable women, youth and children all 
over the world. For UMW to continue to partner with the vulnerable, we must prepare now to 
advance our legacy for the next 150 years.   
 
Please enjoy the day, share your stories, spread the news, be creative and think outside 
the box, for the future is here and now! 
 
On behalf of the NEC UMW 150th Legacy Committee, 
 
Fay Flanary 
Marcia Hoyt 
Marie MacDougall 
Leeda Marsh 
Roxie Pin 
Linda Reiber, Chair 
Rene Wilbur 
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New England Conference 

United Methodist Women 

 

Welcome to Boston! 
 

As the New England Conference United Methodist Women President, I’d like to 

WELCOME you all to our celebration of 150 years of United Methodist Women! 

 

I am so excited that we are celebrating 150 years right here in Boston – where it all 

began – back in 1869!  We started on that ‘stormy, rainy day, March 23, 1869’ 

with that ‘handful of women’ at the Tremont Street Church in Boston.  Starting 

with 8 women seeing a need and sending 2 missionaries to advocate for women in 

India.  Today we are still ‘growing strong’ with 800,000 members from all over the 

world! 

 

As United Methodist Women, we are celebrating the dedication and foresight of 

our foremothers in mission as we continue their legacy and advocate for women, 

children and youth all over the world.   

 

Thank you so much for joining us today as we continue to turn ‘faith, hope, and 

love into action’.  Together – we Can make a difference! 

 

Yours in Mission Together, 

Betty Shippee, President 

New England Conference United Methodist Women 



Boston University School of Theology 

745 Commonwealth Avenue, #110 
Boston, Massachusetts 02215 
T 617-353-3052  F 617-353-3061 
www.bu.edu/sth 

 

     11 March 2019 
 
 
 
Dear Friends in the United Methodist Women: 
 
Welcome to the 150th Anniversary of the United Methodist Women and to Boston 
University School of Theology! You have been an indomitable movement ever since a 
group of compassionate women formed the Women’s Foreign Missionary Society (WFMS) 
in 1869 Boston. The WFMS was part of an ecumenical movement of “women helping 
women,” and the movement continues to support women and live boldly in our local 
churches and the world. We in the School of Theology celebrate the close connections 
(often by marriage) between our 1869 faculty and the leaders of that original Missionary 
Society. The WFMS was galvanized by the poor health conditions of women in India. The 
windows in the Tremont Church tell that story, and several of these now hang in the 
Boston University School of Theology Library. We hope you will visit them during the day.  
 
The United Methodist Women (UMW) grew from the 19th century movements of our 
ancestors in the Methodist and Evangelical United Brethren traditions. The early 
Methodist women – gifted as visionaries, fundraisers, doctors, educators, and 
missionaries – were determined to address issues of health, poverty, racial injustice, 
human rights, and education. The movement thrived because women had voices they were 
determined to use. In the early years, they were afire to care for women, children, and the 
poor. The fire grew into a vast mission to provide care for people and the planet, establish 
justice, and defend human rights for all of God’s people. The UMW has since reached 
around the world and touched millions of lives. 
 
The UMW and its predecessors were also determined to empower women as leaders in all 
aspects of the church, so women could bring their visions, faith commitments, and talents 
to the ministry of Jesus Christ in the world. These women were not to be stopped. I have 
seen this determination in my own mother, in our UMC churches, in UMW Mission 
Studies, and in bold annual conference and denominational actions.   
 
The United Methodist Women has been a beacon of light, and is now poised for another 
150 years of prayerful service and determined advocacy. We are ready. The world has 
never needed you more.  
 

With overflowing appreciation, 
 

 
Mary Elizabeth Moore, Dean    
Professor of Theology and Education 



“If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation.” 
II Cor. 5:17 
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March 23, 2019 

 

 

Dear Beloved in Christ: 

  

Greetings in the precious name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

  

Welcome to the celebration of 150 years of United Methodist Women!  I give thanks to our Creator 

God, in and through the precious name of Jesus Christ, for the eight women in 1869 who had such 

passion for justice and hearts for God and all God’s children that they created this wonderful 

organization that now boasts more than 800,000 members.  

  

Having its roots in Boston is a source of pride for the New England Conference.  For me personally, I 

have always been grateful that the UMW’s first endeavor benefited my native India.  Quality of life and 

expanded opportunities for women in India were the direct result of funds raised by UMW to send 

Isabella Thoburn, an educator, and Dr. Clara Swain, a physician, to India. 

  

Today we gather with thanksgiving to celebrate 150 years of empowering women and children to be 

leaders at all levels of society, fighting injustices around the globe, and most importantly witnessing to 

the love and grace of Christ always and everywhere.  

 

May God be with us as we celebrate this milestone, and may God continue to strengthen the UMW for 

the mission and ministry to which God calls you. May the work you do today be the foundation for the 

next 150 years of service making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

      

In Christ’s love, 

   

 Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar 

 

 
 

Erica Robinson-Johnson 

Assistant to the Bishop/ 

Dir. of Connectional Ministries 

 

Brenda C. Borchers 

Administrative Assistant 

 

Sudarshana Devadhar 

Bishop 

New England Conference 



 

475 Riverside Drive, 15th floor 
New York, NY 10115 
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org 

 
 
 
February 22, 2019 
 
 
Happy Anniversary, United Methodist Women! 
 
My heart is filled with wonder and praise as we together celebrate 150 years of women 
organized for mission through United Methodist Women!  
 
We began this special anniversary celebration five years ago by rehearsing our United 
Methodist Women history. During this time, I’m sure you, like I, have stood in awe of the 
faithfulness and courage of the foremothers who pushed passed convention and 
adversity to uplift women, children and youth since they first gathered at Tremont Street 
Methodist Episcopal Church on that stormy day in Boston in 1869. I’m amazed at the 
community centers, residences and schools established by those women and the 
women that joined them—many of which are still serving women, children and families. 
I’m amazed at the international relationships and ministries still empowering women 
because of the foremothers’ vision and their response to God’s call. I’m inspired by their 
advocacy that created a more just world and modeled for us how to speak up for 
compassion and against hate.   
 
During this 5-year celebration, I’m sure you, like I, have also rejoiced as we shared 
personal stories of bold women who touched our lives in enduring ways and introduced 
us to this great movement of women turning their faith, hope and love into action. 
 
In the end, this 150th anniversary is about our stories of response to God's extravagant 
invitation to join in God's work for the transformation of the world!  
 
I pray your 150th anniversary celebration inspires you to recommit to this sacred mission, 
for the daring and tenacity of United Methodist Women is needed as much now as ever 
before. Women, children, and youth around the world face new vulnerabilities; We see 
the needs every day in our communities, nation and world.  
 
I pray your 150th anniversary celebration moves you to speak up with compassion and 
show up with love needed to ensure a brighter future for women, children and youth. 
 
I pray your 150th anniversary celebration reignites in you the joy of being in mission! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Harriett Jane Olson 
General Secretary 
United Methodist Women 



Global Ministries Congratulates United Methodist Women on UMW 150 

Global Ministries is pleased to warmly wish our sister agency a happy 150th birthday 

this year! As we celebrate our own milestone this year (the 200thanniversary of our 

founding), we recognize the joys of reflecting on such an occasion on mission past, 

present, and future. We wish that UMW members across the country, but especially 

those assembled in Boston for the 150th anniversary celebration, will experience deep 

satisfaction in mission accomplished, renewed devotion to mission currently 

underway, and fresh inspiration for mission yet to be. 

Global Ministries is honored to recognize our long, shared history with United 

Methodist Women and the long history of significant contributions by women to 

mission. Just two months after the founding of the Missionary Society of the 

Methodist Episcopal Church, our earliest predecessor, Mary Mason and others formed 

the New York Female Missionary Society. This group gave invaluable support to the 

mission with the Wyandotte, the work that had inspired the founding of the 

Missionary Society. It backed the work of Ann Wilkins and other early missionaries 

in Liberia. And it made other critical contributions during a formative time for 

Methodist mission. Without the strong, dedicated support of the New York Female 

Missionary Society, mission through the Missionary Society would not have grown as 

it did. 

When the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society was formed in Boston in 1869, it 

represented a further step forward for Methodist mission. The bold, courageous 

missionaries of the WFMS not only carried out invaluable work of their own, they 

gave critical aid to the work of the Missionary Society around the world, and we are 

grateful for that assistance. The same is true for women’s contributions in the 

Methodist Episcopal Church, South, Methodist Protestant Church, United Brethren in 

Christ, and Evangelical Association. We recognize, too, that women, both those sent 

out by women’s societies and those sent out by denominational societies, made up the 

majority of Methodist missionaries historically. 

Of course, we recognize that the relationship between the Missionary Society and the 

WFMS in the Methodist Episcopal Church and between denominational and women’s 

missionary societies in other predecessor denominations to The United Methodist 

Church was not equal nor unproblematic. We recognize and repent of the ways in 

which patriarchy limited and constrained women’s work and the ways in which those 

injustices were reflected in the formal power structures of mission organizations. In 

particular, we acknowledge and repent of the harm done to women and women’s work 

in the 1964 reorganization of the Board of Missions and the Women’s Division. 



At the same time as we acknowledge the misdeeds of the past, we reaffirm the 

importance of partnership in mission now and in the future, and we rejoice in the 

ongoing collaboration between United Methodist Women and Global Ministries. 

Although the United Methodist Women became structurally separated from Global 

Ministries in 2012, we are grateful that structural separation has not meant the end of 

missional cooperation and connection. We value our cooperation in missionary 

deployment and other collaborative programming initiatives. And as we look back on 

the last 150 years of shared mission history, we look forward to continuing to walk 

together in mission for many years to come. 

 

Thomas Kemper 

 
 
              Thomas G. Kemper 
              General Secretary  
General Board of Global Ministries / The United Methodist Church  
458 Ponce de Leon Avenue NE, Atlanta, Georgia 30308 
 



 

 

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 

BOSTON UNIVERSITY, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
SATURDAY, MARCH 23, 2019 

 
"Jesus did not call women because they volunteered." 

--Rev. Dr. Heather Murray Elkins  
Drew University Chapel Service, March 3, 2011 Used by permission. 

 
 

OPENING WORSHIP 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
Leader: Come, people of God, as we worship and celebrate with hearts full of gladness.  
       
People:    We come to rejoice and give thanks, for God has done great things for us. 
 
Leader: Come, people of God, as we bear witness to our faith in Christ, 
   who calls us to love and to serve. 
 
People:  We come, confident that Jesus, whose example we follow, is with us. 
 
Leader: Come, people of God, as the Spirit weaves us together in hope and joy. 
 
People:  We come, bound together in the Spirit’s power to call on God’s holy name. 
 

--Elizabeth J. Bachelder Smith 
 ©2019 All Rights Reserved. 

 
INTRODUCTION TO THE HYMN FOR THE DAY BY DR. CARL P. DAW, JR. 
 
 
HYMN FOR THE DAY                 ‘A Woman First the Tidings Spread’   Sung to: TALLIS’ CANON 

 

A woman first the tidings spread 
that Christ was risen from the dead, 

and women have in every age 
enriched this holy heritage. 

 
For kindled on that Easter morn 

flamed forth a faith by women borne; 
whose hope and trust still stronger grew 

that God was doing something new. 
 
 
 
 



 

Such faith has shone by word and deed 
to pierce the gloom of human need 

through ministries that heal and bind 
the ills of body, soul, and mind. 

 
Around the globe, across the street, 
wherever there were needs to meet 
have faithful women sensed a call 
to bear God’s saving grace to all. 

 
So let the Church recall and bless 

these women for their faithfulness, 
their visions broad and aims devout, 

their lives through whom the light shines out. 
   --Carl P. Daw, Jr. 

©2019 Hope Publishing Co. Carol Stream IL 60188 All rights reserved. 
Written for the Dedication of Windows from Tremont St. MEC in Boston, MA, March 21 ’19.   

 
 

A LITANY OF THANKSGIVING FOR THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 
Leader: Knowing that the grace of our Creator God has led us to this time of celebration, 

let us offer our thanksgiving to the One who has so faithfully blessed the ministry of  
faith, hope, and love in action known as United Methodist Women:  

       
For the courage of our foremothers, Clementina Butler and Lois Parker,  
who voiced their concern for the women and girls of India,… 

 
People:    We sing praises to you, O God, our Redeemer. 
 
Leader:   For those eight dedicated women in Boston one hundred and fifty years ago 

who heard the cry of those in need and called others to listen,… 
 
People:   We shout joyfully to you, O God, our Strength and Shield. 
 
Leader:   For the compassion of these sisters in faith whose commitment to follow Jesus 

helped create the Women’s Foreign Missionary Society,… 
 
People:   We remember your faithfulness to us, O God, the Joy of our Salvation. 
 
Leader:   For Dr. Clara Swain and educator Isabella Thoburn, who shared their gifts  

to insure the health, well-being, and instruction of those in their care…  
 
People:   We glorify you, O God, whose nature and name is Love. 
 
Leader:    For the organizations they began which continue to this day 

and for the hundreds of schools and colleges, hospitals and community centers 
which make a difference in the lives of thousands world-wide,… 

 
People:    We honor you, O God of sacrifice and generosity. 
 
 



 

Leader:    For those deaconesses and missionaries whose selfless service to you and the Church  
share the good news of Jesus’ love near and far,… 

 
People:   We exalt you, O God of righteousness and goodness.  
 
Leader:     For the strength which sustains us as we address the current issues of our culture:   

homelessness, poverty, hunger, racial division, immigration, substance abuse,  
lack of affordable health care, climate justice, and world peace,… 

 
People:    We respect you, our Covenant God of timeless promise. 
 
Leader:    For all of the predecessor women’s organizations within the Methodist movement 

who have become this current community of women whose purpose is to know God,… 
 
People:    We serve you with joy, O God, our Light and Hope. 
 
Leader:   For the opportunity to experience freedom through Jesus Christ,… 
 
People:   We acknowledge your abiding presence which brings us peace, O God. 
 
Leader:   For the blessing of creative, supportive fellowship and the opportunities you provide 

to expand our concepts of mission,… 
 
People:    We worship you with our hearts, minds, and arms wide open, O God,  

as you lead us to participate in the global ministries of the church 
that we may touch the lives of women, children, and youth in your holy name. 

 
Leader:     For the grace-filled legacy which is ours, for each woman whom you have called 

to leadership and service, for faith born of rejoicing and struggle, 
we offer you our grateful thanks, O God. 

 
People:    Bless us, we pray, O God, as our faith, hope, and love in action bear witness 

to your mercy for all of your beloved children. Amen. 
 

--Elizabeth J. Bachelder Smith ©2019 All Rights Reserved. 

 
 
SCRIPTURE IN IMAGE AND SONG 

Matthew 5  The Beatitudes 
 

 
FELLOWSHIP 
 
Leader: Turn to a person near you whom you do not yet know well. Extend the peace of Christ 
  and share your story of how your life has been blessed by God through the United 
  Methodist Women.  

 
 
 
 



 

 
CLOSING WORSHIP 

 

 

BLESSING FOR THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 

Leader:   Today we have joined together to rejoice in the rich history of United Methodist  
  Women and to give thanks to the God who transforms us in this ministry of love  
  and advocacy. 
 
People:    Even as we celebrate our past, we remember that there is more work to do.   
  We remain committed to our unique history of independence and stay faithful  
  to the call of Jesus on our lives: 

 
Reader 1:   To be truth tellers, advocating for those who need our voice and our compassion; 
 
Reader 2:   To address systems that need changing, remaining undeterred by external  
  pressure – from our society and even our church; 
 
Reader 3:   To confront injustice in all its forms wherever it may be found; 
 
Reader 4:   To move from strength to strength as we follow the Spirit’s leading, 
                  often making a way out of no way; 
 
Reader 5:   To affirm our own spiritual growth as persons dedicated to health 
                  and wholeness for all of God’s children; and 
 
Reader 6:   To serve in a variety of ways as home missioners, activists, advocates, teachers, 
  scholars, and physicians, using our gifts to answer God’s call. 
 
Leader:   In the name of Jesus, our brother and friend, let us offer one another words  
  of anointing and mutual blessing as we go forth to continue our work for justice  

and hope. Turn to someone near you and anoint them by placing a hand on their  
shoulder and speaking words of blessing in the name of our Creator, Christ, and Holy  
Spirit for their ministry within the community of United Methodist Women.  
Let us pray….  

 
All: Light of the World, shine upon us, we pray, as we continue our rich legacy of one 

hundred and fifty years of ministry in your name. Love of all creation, flow 

through us, that we may be filled with your compassion and mercy.  Giver of Life, 

guide us with your truth, that we may spread your justice and love into all the 

corners of the earth. With thanksgiving for your abundant grace, we pray in Jesus’ 

name. Amen and Amen. 

 
--Elizabeth J. Bachelder Smith ©2019 All Rights Reserved. 

 
 
  



 

 
HYMN OF CELEBRATION                  ‘Two Cents and A Prayer’       Sung to ST. DENIO  

 
The storm and locked doors could not keep them away, 

For theirs was a calling; they would have their day. 
“The girls need good schools and the women, healthcare!” 
The dream came to life through ‘two cents and a prayer’. 

 

The Marys and Marthas, the Phoebes and Ruths, 
The Hannahs and Annas, the Tabithas, too, 

Inspir’d the first eight, and still urge us to share 
The dream that Christ blessed with ‘two cents and a prayer’. 

 

To Lucknow, Bareilly the first women went. 
Sierra Leone became home to the sent. 

Now thousands of women across the world dare 
To dream of new strength in ‘two cents and a prayer’. 

 

We give thanks for Lizzie, for Isabella, 
For Hester, for Carrie, for Lily, Clara, 

For women unnamed who in faith rose and dared 
To dream and to build on ‘two cents and a prayer’. 

 

Persistence, truth, justice, inclusivity, 
A dignified life for the last and the least, 

Shalom still evolving and bringing to bare-- 
The dream realized in ‘two cents and a prayer’. 

 

So much has been done in one hundred fifty 
Yet God was before, and God will ever be. 

Today’s darkest storms, the locked doors and despair-- 
God’s dream still empowers ‘two cents and a prayer’. 

 
--Jill Colley Robinson ©2019 All Rights Reserved. 

Written for the 150th anniversary of the United Methodist Women in Boston, MA, March 23 ’19.   
The refrain is based on the earliest practice of membership costing ‘two cents a week and a prayer’. 

 

 

OFFERING TO THE LEGACY FUND 
Leader:  Today we have celebrated the vision and work of eight women who saw a need and 

took action. Today we pass that legacy on as we share our monetary resources to 
ensure the continuation of ministries with women, children, and youth worldwide 
through United Methodist Women for the next one hundred and fifty years. 

 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION FOR THE LEGACY OFFERING 
All: God of abundance, you pour out your gifts upon us with mercy and grace, giving us 

what we need for your work of justice and love. Bless and multiply our offering 
today that it may bear much fruit in the lives of those who need it most. Look with 
favor, we pray, upon the continuing work of United Methodist Women that we may 
bear hope and light in the holy name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

--Elizabeth J. Bachelder Smith ©2019 All Rights Reserved. 

 



 

 
COMMUNION 
 Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar and Harriett Olson, presiding 
 Betty Shippee and Rev. Elizabeth Bachelder Smith, serving 

 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING   An adaptation of a Service for Word and Table I by Jill Colley Robinson ©2019. 
 
Leader: May the God of Abigail and Anna be with you. 
 
People: And also with you. 
 
Leader:   Lift up your hearts to the God of Chloe and Claudia. 
 
People: We lift them up to God. 
 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the God of Deborah and Damaris. 
 
People: We give our thanks and praise. 
 
Leader: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 

always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
maker of heaven and earth. 

You formed us in your image, 
God of Eve and Elisabeth, 

         and breathed into us the breath of life. 
When we turned away, and our love failed, 

 
(Silent prayer of confession.) 
 

           your love remained steadfast. 
 
You, O God of Hagar and Hannah, delivered us from captivity, 
          made covenant to be our sovereign God, 
                   and spoke to us through all of the prophets. 
 
And so, with your people in all times and places 
        we praise your name,  

God of Jochebed and Joanna,  
and join the everlasting song: 

  
All:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
        heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
       Hosanna in the highest. 
       Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
       Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Leader: Holy are you, God of Lois and Lydia, 

and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. 
Your Spirit anointed him 



 

        to preach good news to the poor, 
        to proclaim release to the captives 
           and recovering of sight to the blind, 
         to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
        and to announce that the time had come 
            when you would save your people. 
He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners. 
 
By the baptism of his suffering, his death, his resurrection 

  you gave birth to us, set us free, 
   and made a new covenant by water and Spirit. 
 
    On the night he gave himself up for us, 
   he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, 
    gave it to the people, God of Mary, and said: 
  “Take, eat; this is no longer just bread. 
   This is my life given for you.  

In this gift, remember me.” 
 
      When supper was over,  

he took the common cup, gave thanks to you, 
gave it to the people, God of Martha, and said: 

  “Drink from this, all of you; this is no longer just wine. 
   This is my life poured out for you and for many 
    in a new promise of forgiveness.  

In this gift, remember me.” 
 

And so, we remember. 
We offer ourselves in joyful and sacrificial service, 

God of Naomi, God of Orpah, 
just as Christ offered himself, 

 as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

People: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

Leader: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,  
God of Phoebe and Priscilla, 

         and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Make them be for us the body of Christ, 
      that we may be for the world the body of Christ, 
                        redeemed and set free. 

 
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, 

God of Rebekah and Ruth 
        one with each other,  

God of Sarah and Susanna, 
and one in ministry to all the world, 

God of Tamar and Tabitha, 
       until Christ comes back on the new day that will be.  
 



 

Through your Son Jesus Christ, 
        with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, 
          all honor and glory is yours, 

Alpha and Omega, beginning and ending of all things, 
now and forever. 

 
People: Amen. 

 
Leader: Let our ‘Amen’ be the beginning and ending of your prayer: 
 
People: Our Father and Mother in heaven, 

        hallowed be your name, 
         your kin-dom come, 
        your will be done, 
         on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
       as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
        and deliver us from evil. 
For the kin-dom, the power, and the glory are yours 
        now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 
BLESSING, BREAKING, AND SHARING 

 

 

DEDICATION AND GOING FORTH 
 
All: The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women 

whose purpose is  
to know God and 

to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ;  
to develop a creative, supportive fellowship;  
and to expand concepts of mission through participation  

in the global ministries of the church. 
 
Leader: Let it be so with God’s blessing for another one-hundred and fifty years. 
 
All:  Thanks be to God.  Let it be so.  

 
The Purpose is adopted by the General Conference of The United Methodist Church 

as the official mission statement of United Methodist Women. 
 

 



     Mary Elizabeth Moore 
 
Mary Elizabeth Moore is Dean of the Boston University School of Theology and 
Professor of Theology and Education. Mary Elizabeth loves teaching, leading, and 
research. In all of these, she focuses on religious practices of justice, peace, and 
sustainability, as they are informed by theology, cultural analysis, and educational 
theory. For three decades, she has given considerable attention to Wesleyan 
theology, social witness, and ministry. In this season of her life, she feels privileged 
to work with her amazing Boston colleagues to develop theological education that 
deepens knowledge and practices of faith, enhances justice, resists violence, and 
cares for the earth. Her most recent books include: Teaching as a Sacramental 
Act, Ministering with the Earth, and Teaching from the Heart, plus three co-edited 
volumes, A Living Tradition: Critical Recovery and Reconstruction of Wesleyan 
Heritage; Children, Youth, and Spirituality in a Troubling World; and Practical 
Theology and Hermeneutics. Mary Elizabeth, with her late husband Allen, has five 
wonderful children and eight fabulous grandchildren. 



“A Woman First the Tidings Spread” by Carl Daw 
 
Stained glass windows taken from the former Tremont Street Methodist Episcopal 
were installed in the Library of Boston University School of Theology in the fall of 
2018 and the winter of 2019.  The Dedication of these windows took place at 4:00 pm 
on Thursday, March 21, 2019.  Dr. Daw wrote this hymn for that occasion. 
 
The Legacy Committee of New England United Methodist Women thanks Dr. Daw for 
his permission to use his hymn in our 150th Birthday Celebration on the actual date, 
March 23, 2019.  
 
 
The Rev. Dr. Carl P. Daw, Jr.    
 
The Rev. Dr. Carl P. Daw, Jr. served as the Executive 
Director of The Hymn Society in the United States and 
Canada from 1996 to 2009, while this ecumenical 
organization had its headquarters at Boston University 
School of Theology. He has remained there as Curator of 
Hymnological Collections and Lecturer in Hymnology. He 
began to write hymns while a consultant member of the 
Text Committee for The [Episcopal] Hymnal 1982, and his 
texts now appear in most English-language hymnals and 
hymnal supplements in North America, the United 
Kingdom, Australia, and New Zealand, and have been 
translated into Spanish, German, Dutch, Korean, 
Japanese, and Chinese. More than 70 anthem settings of 
his texts are currently in print. Hope Publishing Co. has 
published five collections of his hymns, and in 2018 they 
brought out the first volume of Praise, Lament, and 
Prayer: A Psalter for Singing, his current project to create 
a new metrical paraphrase of all the Psalms. He is also 
the author of nine other books on liturgical and musical 
topics. He was made a Fellow of the Hymn Society in the 
U.S. and Canada in 2007 and a Fellow of the Royal School 
of Church Music (U.K.) in 2011; he has received honorary 
Doctor of Divinity degrees from Virginia Theological 
Seminary (2009) and the University of the South (2012). 
As an Episcopal priest he has served parishes in Virginia, 
Connecticut, and Pennsylvania, and he taught in the 
English Department of the College of William and Mary 
for eight years before entering seminary.  In Fall 2018 he 
was also appointed as a Lecturer in Sacred Music at Yale 
Divinity School/Institute of Sacred Music. 

 



 

 
 

 

 

     Dana L. Robert, Truman Collins Professor of  

World Christianity and History of Mission 

     Boston University  

 

Dana Robert is a leading scholar of mission studies and world Christianity. Among her 

books are American Women in Mission: A Social History of their Thought and Practice 

(1997), and Christian Mission: How Christianity Became a World Religion (2009). Her 

latest book is Faithful Friendships: Embracing Diversity in Christian Community (2019).  

At the Boston University School of Theology, she directs the Center for Global 

Christianity and Mission. (CGCM http://www.bu.edu/cgcm/) Her former students include 

pastors, missionaries, teachers, and several bishops. In 2017, she was elected to the 

American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and received the Lifetime Achievement Award 

of the American Society of Missiology. 

 

A lifelong United Methodist from Louisiana, Dr. Robert has been very active in church 

activities, ranging from her local church to national committees. She is on the planning 

committee for the Bicentennial Celebration of Methodist Missions in April 2019. In 2010 

she produced the study for the United Methodist Women’s summer schools of mission, 

entitled Joy to the World!: Mission in the Age of Global Christianity. In August, she will 

teach at the Institute for Multicultural Ministry, UM Global Ministries, in Stuttgart, 

Germany. Married to M.L. Daneel, a retired Dutch Reformed missionary from 

Zimbabwe, she frequently visits South Africa and enjoys attending many kinds of 

worship services. Her favorite hobbies are taking walks and fishing.  

 

http://www.bu.edu/cgcm/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Biographical Statement and Statement of Importance of 
Celebration of the 150th Anniversary Celebration of the UMW 
 
 
The Rev. Pat Thompson is a retired elder in the New England 
Conference of the UMC, currently serving as ¼ time Pastor in charge of 
Administration at the Wolcott, VT, UMC – the only white UMC in the 
country actually organized and built by an African American in 
1855/56.   She served UMC’s in Limestone, Caswell, and Presque Isle, 
ME, before returning to her home state of Vermont in 1998.  Since 
returning she has served the United Church of Johnson and the Puffer 
(Morrisville) and Wolcott, VT United Methodist Churches. 
       
She has been the Historian for the New England Conference for the past 
25 years, editor of Historian’s Digest, the newsletter of the Historical 
Society of the United Methodist Church for the past nine years, and 
editor of the New England United Methodist Messenger, the newsletter 
of the New England United Methodist Historical Society for the past 20 
years.  She is also the author of Through the Women’s Sphere: The 
History of Women in Maine Methodism (1984) and Courageous Past, 
Bold Future: The Journey Toward Full Clergy Rights for Women in the 
United Methodist Church. 
 



I believe that the celebration of the 150th anniversary of United 
Methodist Women is an important one for our denomination for a 
number of reasons.  First, this celebration marks the formal beginning 
of women’s mission work started at the hands of a small group of 
women who responded to a need articulated by Lois Parker and 
Clementina Butler to assist women in far-away India.  At a time when 
women had little role in the leadership of the church, this small group 
of women stepped out in faith to establish an organization known as the 
Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society (WFMS) that would raise and 
manage the funds to send women missionaries and physicians to 
minister to women and children around the world. 
 
Second, the women in the WFMS insisted that they maintain control of 
their own funds rather than raising the funds and turning them over to 
the male operated Methodist Missionary Society.  They were successful 
in maintaining that control and are the only denominational women’s 
missionary society that has continued to maintain control of its own 
funds. 
 
Third, the organization of the WFMS was just the first of a number of 
organizations (Woman’s Home Missionary Society – WHMS; the 
Wesleyan Guild; the Woman’s Society of Christian Service - WSCS) that 
have evolved into our current day UMW.  Throughout the past 150 years 
untold numbers of women, men, and children around the world have 
been and continue to be served by this organization. 
 
Congratulations on 150 years of successful mission endeavors and may 
they continue for another 150! 
 



 

 

 

Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar 

After his election to the episcopacy in July 2004, Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar 

served the Greater New Jersey Conference for eight years.  In 2012 he was 

assigned to the New England Conference, where he currently serves. 

Born into a family of clergypersons, he has been a follower of God throughout his 

life.  “Devadhar” means “follower of God.”  Bishop Devadhar began his pastorate 

as a deacon in India. He holds a B.Com. from Vijaya College, University of 

Mysore, Mulki, India; a B.D. from United Theological College, Bangalore, India; 

an M.Th. from Perkins School of Theology, Southern Methodist University; and an 

M.Phil. and Ph.D. from Drew University.  

 

He embraces diversity and leads the church with joy and compassion.  He enjoys 

time with his family and shares his ministry with his wife Prema.  His key 

philosophies in life are to love everyone, every human being who is a child of God, 

enjoy God’s creation, and make use of it responsibly. 

  

 



 Harriett Jane Olson  

Biography  

 
 Harriett Jane Olson serves as General Secretary and chief executive officer of United 

Methodist Women’s national office. She joined the staff of the then Women’s Division in 

2007. Her life long passion is supporting spiritual growth that equips and impels people 

to works of mercy and works of justice.  

 From 1996-2007, Ms. Olson was senior vice-president for publishing, editor for 

church school publications and United Methodist Church book editor at the United 

Methodist Publishing House in Nashville, TN. Her responsibilities included supervision 

of book, curriculum and music publishing as well as the production of the Book of 

Discipline. A Harvard Law School graduate, Ms. Olson practiced real estate and 

environmental law in New Jersey from 1983-96, before working for the church full-time. 

 Ms. Olson has a bachelor's degree from Houghton College in Houghton, N.Y.,  

where she serves on the board of trustees. 
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 New England Conference Commission on Archives and History and the  
New England United Methodist Historical Society  

To Meet at Central UMC, 63 West Elm Street, Brockton, MA 
Friday, March 22nd – 11:00am – 4:00pm 

 

 
The Spring meeting of the New England Conference Commission on 
Archives and History and the New England United Methodist Historical 
Society will take place on Friday, March 22, from 11:00am – 3:30 or 
4:00pm at Central UMC, Brockton, MA – the new home of our New 
England United Methodist Heritage Center. 
 
We will gather at 11:00, eat lunch at the church, and conduct the needed 
business of the NECCAH and NEUMHS.  We will also have the 
opportunity to see the room which is already housing many of the 
artifacts from our Heritage Center.  Many thanks go to Margaret Bickford 
who managed the move of the artifacts from the storage units in North    

 Central UMC, Brockton, MA        Andover on February 6.   The room in which the artifacts will be 
displayed has subsequently been painted, and recently, Jen Turner and Margaret, along with some 
folks from the church, began moving items into the room.  It will be exciting to be able to see our new 
space and talk about plans for making the space available to individuals and groups throughout the 
annual conference and beyond.  In addition, we will be discussing what our financial obligations will 
be to Central UMC, as well.  Hope to see many of you at the meeting.  You are welcome to attend 
whether or not you are a member of the Commission or on the NEUMHS Board.  However, the 
church does need to have a head count for lunch.  If you plan to attend and have not 
already let Jen Turner, our CAH Chairperson, know that you will be there, please be 
in touch with her by this Friday, March 15:  jenniferturner1978@gmail.com or 312-
401-0898. 
 

This meeting is being held in conjunction with two other events to which you are also invited:  The 
Dedication of the WFMS Windows which were removed from the former Tremont Street MEC (New 
Hope Baptist Church) and given to Boston University School of Theology, on Thursday, March 21 and 
the 150th Anniversary Celebration of the formation of the WFMS, now the UMW, on the 23rd.   
 

Originally, seven windows were given to Boston University School of Theology.  Six were windows 
dedicated to early leaders and missionaries:  The Rev. Dr. William Butler and his wife, Clementina 
(founders of the Methodist mission in India), their daughter, Clementina (a missionary to Mexico and 
primarily responsible for raising funds for the installation of the majority of the windows in 1942 in 

mailto:pajt8817@aol.com
mailto:jenniferturner1978@gmail.com


2 

 

the former Tremont MEC), Mrs. Bishop Osman C. 
Baker (Mehitable) Baker (first President of the 
WFMS), Mrs. Harriet Fairfield Warren (first editor 
of the Heathen Woman’s Friend, the periodical of 
the WFMS), Isabella Thoburn (first missionary to 
be sent out by the WFMS to India) and Dr. Clara 
Swain (first female physician to be sent out by any 
missionary society – also to India).  In addition, 
BUSTH claimed one additional window dedicated 
to Mary Lunn, the first Superintendent of 
Deaconess Work in New England.  An additional 
window dedicated to Rev. T.  Corwin Watkins and                                                                                                       

 Baker and Warren windows                                                                                         Watkins Window in its new home   
his wife, Emma Hadley Watkins, co-founders of Deaconess work in Boston, was given to the 
Deaconess Home, Abundant Living, in Concord, MA, and currently hangs in their chapel.  Finally, two 
windows, each of which contain four of the names of the original eight women who met on March 23, 
1869, were given to NECCAH and have been in storage in a furniture store in Lawrence, MA.  
                                                                         
        As noted in the previous issue of the Messenger the School of Theology has recently hung the 
windows which they have in the theology library on the second floor.  In the meantime, however, the 
Rev. Joe DiPaolo, current President of the Northeastern Jurisdiction Commission on Archives and 
History, who lives in Pennsylvania, has claimed the window dedicated to Dr. Clara Swain, who was 
originally from Philadelphia, along with the sanctuary window which was originally purchased by the 
Philadelphia Unit of the WFMS, for display somewhere yet to be determined in Pennsylvania - most 
likely at St. George’s UMC in Philadelphia. [See the most recent issue of the NEJCAH Bulletin for 
more information about these two windows]. And, since there is now an open space in the library at 
BUSTH, the two windows with the Founders’ names will be displayed there, along with the other six 
windows.   
 

Thus, a dedication of the windows will be held on Thursday afternoon, March 21, at 
4:00pm in the reading room at the library at BUSTH, at 745 Commonwealth Ave.  If 
you plan to attend, you can park at the Granby Lot - 665 Commonwealth Ave. Heading west on 
Commonwealth Ave. - that lot is about a block before BUSTH on the same side of the street.  There 
will be a presentation by Dr. Dana Robert on the women in the windows, a liturgical celebration led by 
Dr. Karen Westerfield Tucker, the presentation of an original hymn by Carl Daw, a special archival 
exhibit, and a reception following in Rm. 325. 
 

The Story of the Founding Women of the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society of the  
Methodist Episcopal Church 

 
On a stormy day in March (the 23rd), 150 years ago, eight women 
braved the rain and snow to gather in the Tremont Street 
Methodist Episcopal Church in order to respond to a plea from 
Mrs. Edwin (Lois) Parker to do something about the needs of the 
women and children in India who could not be ministered to by 
the officially appointed male missionaries due to Hindu 
prohibitions. 
 
Those women met and determined to organize a society that 
could respond to those needs.  They called another meeting one 
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week later, on March 30, and those in attendance approved a constitution for the Woman’s Foreign 
Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
 

The recorded names of those eight women were:  The Rev. Mrs. Edwin (Lois) Parker, The Rev. Mrs. 
William (Clementina) Butler, Mrs. Lewis Flanders, Mrs. Thomas A. Rich, Mrs. Thomas Kingsbury, Mrs. 
William B. Merrill, Mrs. O.T. Taylor, and Mrs. H. J. Stoddard.  In 1889, two stained glass windows, each 
containing four of the names of these women, were installed in the sanctuary of the Tremont St. MEC. 
 

So, what do we know about these women?  Along with one of Dr. 
Dana Robert’s students at BUSTH, Alex Mayfield, I have been 
researching these women for a few years.  Together, we believe 
that we have identified first names of all of the women and a little 
bit about each one – some more than others.  A picture of six of 
these women was taken in 1895 at the time that Frances J. Baker 
wrote her history, The Story of the Woman’s Foreign Missionary 
Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church.  No explanation was 
given in the history as to what had happened to the two women 
who were not included – Mrs. O.T. Taylor and Mrs. H. J. Stoddard.  
Mrs. O.T. Taylor had died in 1893.  It is not clear why Mrs. Stoddard 
was no longer involved. 
 

The initial energy to organize came from Mrs. Lois Parker, who along 
with her husband, had been a missionary in India for some nine years 
when they returned to the United States on furlough in 1868 due to 
health problems.  Lois and Edwin were both from St. Johnsbury, 
Vermont.  Lois Stiles Lee was born in 1834 and attended the 
Newbury Seminary (the Vermont Conference school) along with 
Edwin.  They eventually married and then attended the General 
Methodist Biblical Institute in Concord, NH, in preparation for going                    

Lois Stiles Lee Parker    into the mission field.                                                                                             Rev. Edwin Parker 
 

They received their appointment to the mission field in 1858 and were sent to India where they would 
live out the remainder of their lives.  While they were on furlough, 
however, they decided to visit the Rev. Dr. William and Clementina 
Butler, who had started the mission in India and thus were very 
familiar with the situation there.  Rev. Butler was serving as the 
pastor of the Tremont Street MEC in Boston at the time.  Clementina 
Rowe was born in England in 1920 and met her husband there 
before they were married here in the United States in 1855.  They 
remained in India for nine years before returning home to the US. 

 Rev.  Dr. Wm. Butler      Eventually, they went to Mexico to start the mission there.            Clementina Rowe Butler 

                                      She was the third to last of the founders to die – in 1913. 
 

After the WFMS was organized, the Parkers returned to India and lived out their lives there.  In 1900 
Edwin was elected Bishop of India but died the following year in 1901.  Lois, however, lived until 1925, 
the last of the original eight founding women to die. 
 

After meeting with the Parkers and sharing their concerns, Rev. Butler preached a missionary sermon on 
the situation in India which was heard by Mrs. Lewis Flanders.   She determined to do something about  
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the situation and called the meeting which was held on March 23, over which she 
presided.  Mrs. Flanders was born Eliza Montague, in England, in 1919.  She married 
there John Tucker.  She eventually immigrated to the United States and as she was 
widowed, married Lewis Flanders, a “truckman,” who apparently owned his own 
company, Lewis Flanders & Co.  She was elected one of the original vice-presidents of the 
WFMS and offered up to $500 to be used to start up a periodical for the Society.    She 
also served as a vice-president of the Boston Young Woman’s Christian Association and 
left $100 to both the WFMS and the YWCA in her will at the time of her death in 1900. 

                                                                                                                                 Eliza Montague Flanders                                                                                                      
 Mrs. Thomas A. Rich was elected as the first Treasurer of the WFMS.  She was born 
Maria Little Taylor in New York City in 1829.  In 1854 she married Thomas A. Rich of 
Boston, who is described in the 1870 census as a “fish and salt dealer,” while the 1880 
Census describes him as being with the Fish Commission.  She held her position as 
Treasurer for ten years and saw the annual budget of the WFMS rise from $2,000 to more 
than one-half million in 1904 before her death in 1905.  The first general executive 
committee meeting of the WFMS was held in her parlor. 

Maria Taylor Rich 
 

Mrs. William B. Merrill was elected as one of the original managers of the WFMS.  She 
was born Mary Bradford Dyer and was a direct lineal descendant of Governor 
Bradford of Colonial times.  Both of her parents descended from the original 
Plymouth Colony.   In 1853, she married William B. Merrill, who was a director and a 
partner in the Downer Kerosene & Oil Company – a well-known and very successful 
international trade co. in Boston at the time.   Like a number of the other women, she 
was also involved in other benevolent organizations, as well, including the New 
England Hospital for Women and Children, the Floating Hospital in Brookline, and 
the Animal Rescue League.  She died in 1911 and left $500 in her will to the Mary Bradford Dyer Merrill 
Tremont Street MEC WFMS.                      

                                                                                                                    
 Although she never seems to have held an office, Mrs. Thomas Kingsbury 
remained active in the Society throughout her life.  Born Frances Ellen Henshaw, 
in 1824, she was descended from William Henshaw, who was a member of the 
Provincial Congress in 1774 and served as an officer in the Revolutionary War.  In 
1858 she married Thomas Kingsbury, who is described in census records as a 
“grain dealer.”   Mrs. Kingsbury was also involved in other benevolent 
organizations.  In 1895 a November article in the Boston Globe notes that she had 
a table at the annual fair for the Massachusetts Indian Association.  She died in 

Frances Henshaw Kingsbury 1905 in California, “one of the most devoted friends of the work.” 
 

Mrs. O.T. Taylor was born Rebecca A. M. Spear c. 1828.  She married Orange T. Taylor, a well-known dry 
goods merchant.  The only reference to her in newspapers was a notice in late 1869 that she was 
supporting a Christmas Fair to raise funds for the construction of a building for the Boston Young Men’s 
Christian Association.  She was the first of the women to die - in 1893. 
 

Mrs. H. J. Stoddard was the most difficult of the women to identify.  She was born Mary Adelaide Phillips 
c. 1833.  In 1853, she married Henry J. Stoddard, who is identified in census records as a “clerk,” a 
“restorator,” and a “painter.”  She is the only one among the women who seems to have been from the 
working class.  In the 1880 census, she is described as having consumption (TB).  There are no references 
in local papers to her having been involved in activities outside of the church.  She may have had health 
problems or her economic circumstances may have prevented her participation.  She died in 1914. 
 



“A HANDFUL OF WOMEN” 
 

The Origin of the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society  
Of the Methodist Episcopal Church 

 
[Slide 2] On a stormy day in March, 100 years ago today, eight women gathered at the  Tremont 
Street Methodist Episcopal Church in Boston and determined to do something to respond to Lois 
Parker’s concern about the women  and children in India at the time.   
 
[Slide 3] They voted to organize and to send out notices calling another meeting the following 
week which resulted in the adoption of a Constitution for the Woman’s Foreign Missionary 
Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church.  
 
[Slide 4] So, who were these eight women, that they had the courage to take such a step at that 
particular time in history?  
 
[Slide 5]  It all began with Lois Parker.  Lois and her husband, Edwin, had been missionaries in 
India for the previous 9 years.  They were on furlough in the States, due to problems they both 
were experiencing with their health. Heavy on their hearts, however, most especially Lois’s, was 
the plight of women and children in India, who could not be ministered to by male missionaries 
due to Hindu prohibitions. 
  
[Slide 6] So, they decided to confer with the Rev. William Butler and his wife, Clementina, who 
themselves had been missionaries in India and thus were familiar with the situation.  It was this 
concern, then, that led Rev. Butler to preach his missionary sermon which was heard by Mrs. 
Lewis Flanders, that led her to suggest calling the meeting on March 23rd.   
 
[Slide 7]  So, who was Lois Parker?  Lois Parker was born Lois Stiles Lee in St. Johnsbury, VT, 
on July 19, 1834.  When she was about 12 years old, she met a young man named Edwin Parker, 
at the home where his sister was staying while teaching in the local school.  Lois was a year 
younger than Edwin and though many of her father’s family were Methodists, her own family 
was Congregationalist.          
 
[Slide 8] Nevertheless, in 1853, when Edwin was 20 and Lois was 19, they both began to attend 
Newbury Seminary, the Vermont Methodist Conference School, about 30 miles down the road.  
They attended there for three terms, 
 
[Slide 9] and then returned to St. Johnsbury to complete their studies at the St. Johnsbury Plain 
Academy, and while there, they became engaged. 
     It had originally been Lois’s plan to return to Newbury to complete the courses in the Female 
College there. But, since, they had both decided to become missionaries, they made the decision 
to marry, and then both attended the General Methodist Biblical Institute in Concord, NH, 
beginning in March, 1856, shortly after Edwin had received his local preacher’s license.  Edwin 
was received into the Vermont Conference in 1857, graduated from the Institute in 1858, and 
was appointed to the Methodist Episcopal church in Lunenberg, VT.  
     Then, in 1859, the Parkers received their appointment to become missionaries to India where 
they would live for the remainder of their lives.  
 
[Slide 10] Edwin was elected Bishop of India in 1900 but died in 1901. Lois, however, lived to 
age 91, dying in India in 1925, the last survivor of the original 8 women.  It would appear that 
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once the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society was established that Lois’ health greatly 
improved!   
 
The story of Clementina Rowe Butler is going to be covered in Dana Robert’s presentation, 
so I am going to skip over her and go next to Eliza Flanders. 
 
As noted earlier, it was Mrs. Lewis Flanders who was the first to respond to the concern of the  
Parkers and the Butlers.  Notices were then sent to the Boston area churches for the meeting that 
was held on March 23rd – over which Mrs. Flanders presided.  And the rest, as they say, is history.   
 
[Slide 11] Mrs. Flanders was born Eliza Mortimer, in England in 1819, and eventually 
immigrated to the United States.  She married first, John Tucker in England, and then, in 1852, 
she married Lewis Flanders, who is always described in the census records as a “truckman,” 
though it appears that he may have owned his own company because Eliza Flanders’ will refers 
to her husband’s company as “Lewis Flanders & Co.” 
 
[Slide 12] She does seem to have had funds available to use as she wished, as she offered up to $500 
for the start-up of a periodical for the WFMS. 

     She was elected one of the first vice-presidents and participated in the WFMS right up until 
the time of her death in 1900.    
 
Newspaper articles also indicate that she was for many, many years a vice-president of the local 
chapter of the Young Women’s Christian Association, as well. 
    In her will, at the time of her death, she left $100 to the WFMS, $100 to the Boston YWCA, 
and to the Trustees of the Tremont Street MEC, her interest in pew #46 in the church!   

 
[Slide 13] Mrs. Thomas A. Rich was elected as the first Treasurer of the organization.  She was 
born Maria Little Taylor in New York City in 1829.  In 1854 she married Thomas A. Rich of 
Boston, who is described in the 1870 census as a “fish and salt dealer,” while the 1880 Census 
describes him as being with the Fish Commission.   
 
[Slide 14] As noted, she was elected as the first Treasurer of the Society and an article at the time 
of her death in 1905 in the Heathen Woman’s Friend, states that she held that position for ten 
years.  The Christian Advocate at the same time notes that she “had the joy of living to see the 
income grow from two thousand dollars a year to the more than half a million dollars collected 
and appropriated last year [1904].”  
 
The first General Executive Committee Meeting of the W. F. M. S. was held in Maria Rich's parlor 
in Boston. She is also listed in the Boston Herald in March 1872 as having a table at the annual 
homeopathic fair, so she was also involved in community activities outside of the WFMS, as well.   
 
[Slide 15] Mrs. William B. Merrill was elected as one of the original Managers of the WFMS.  She 
was born Mary Bradford Dyer in 1830, and was a direct lineal descendant of Governor 
Bradford of Colonial times. Both of her parents descended from the original Plymouth Colony.   
[Slide 16] In 1853, she married William B. Merrill, who was a director and a partner in the 
Downer Kerosene & Oil Company – a well-known and very successful international trade co. in 
Boston at the time. Like a number of the other women, she was also involved in other benevolent 
organizations, including the New England Hospital for Women and Children, the Floating  
Hospital in Brookline, and the Animal Rescue League. 
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She was one of the longest living members, along with Mrs. Butler, not dying until May 11, 1911.  
Her death was noted in the June 1st, 1911, issue of the Christian Advocate.  In her will, she left 
$500 to the WFMS unit of the Tremont Street MEC.   
 
[Slide 17] Although she never seems to have held an office, Mrs. Thomas Kingsbury remained 
active in the Society throughout her life.  Born Frances Ellen Henshaw, in 1824, she was 
descended from William Henshaw, who was a member of the Provincial Congress in 1774 and 
served as an officer in the Revolutionary War.   
 
[Slide 18] In 1858 she married Thomas Kingsbury, who is described in census records as a “grain 
dealer.”  A news article in the Boston Globe, dated Nov. 2, 1900, which describes a tea which was 
held to welcome missionaries returning from China notes that three of the original eight 
founders of the WFMS were present:  Mrs. William Butler, Mrs. Thomas Kingsbury and Mrs. 
William B. Merrill. 
 
Like some of the other founders, Mrs. Kingsbury was also involved in other benevolent 
organizations.  In 1895 a Nov. article in the Boston Globe notes that she had a table at the 
annual fair for the Massachusetts Indian Association.  A notice in the May 11, 1905 issue of the 
Christian Advocate states, “Mrs. Thomas Kingsbury, one of the founders of the Woman's 
Foreign Missionary Society, died in Riverside, Cal., April 14. She was one of the most devoted 
friends of the work.”  
 
The final two women are the ones that we know the least about:  Mrs. O.T. Taylor and Mrs. H. J. 
Stoddard. 
 
[Slide 19] Mrs. O.T. Taylor was born Rebecca A. M. Spear c. 1828.  She married Orange T. 
Taylor, a well-known dry goods merchant.   I have found only two references to her outside of 
the listings of the original eight members.  One is a note in an article in an 1893 issue of the 
Heathen Woman’s Friend, in which Clementina Butler shares some of her memories of the 
origins of the Society.  She states that all of the 8 founders have survived with the exception of 
Mrs. O.T. Taylor, who had recently passed into the Master’s presence.  She then says, “This sister 
had invited a friend to accompany her to the first meeting, but the friend had declined, on 
account of the storm. Mrs. Taylor when returning home called on this friend, and said: ‘I am so 
sorry you were not there. We have done it! We have formed a Woman's Foreign Missionary Society!’”  
 

[Slide 20]  The only time her name appears in newspaper articles in support of other charitable 
organizations is in late 1869 when she is listed with a long list of other well-known women, 
including Mrs. Isaac Rich and Mrs. Jacob Sleeper, (whose husbands were supporters of BUSTH) 
as calling for support for a Christmas Fair to support the construction of a building for the YMCA 
in Boston. 
 
Rebecca Taylor died in December, 1893, from “paralysis” which she had had for two years, the 
first of the founders to have died and thus the reason she is not in the picture.  It is possible that 
poor health prevented her participation over the years.  
 
[Slide 21] The final and most elusive of the eight women is Mrs. H.J. Stoddard, but I believe we 
have identified her to the best of our ability. 
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     We believe that she was born Mary Adelaide Phillips in 1833.  We then believe that she 
married Henry J. Stoddard, originally from Hingham, MA, in 1853.  
     Searching records after that, however, becomes complicated because the “J” in Henry’s name 
is sometimes written in cursive, but other times it is printed and sometimes then mistaken for a “T” 
and thus, his records have to be separated from a “Henry T. Stoddard” from Weymouth.  Also, Stoddard 
is sometimes mistakenly written, “Stodder.” 
 
Unlike the previous women, Mary A. Stoddard does not seem to have been connected in the newspapers 
with any other charitable organizations.  That may have been because she and her husband were of the 
working class rather than the clearly upper class status of the other women.  In the census records which 
we have available, Henry is described as a “clerk,” a “restorator.” a “painter,” and one that is not legible. 
 
[Slide 22]      In the 1880 census, Henry is described as being blind and Mary as having “consumption,” 
which we know today as TB.  Henry died in 1896.  Then the 1910 census which includes Mary and her 
daughter, Adelaide, describes both of them as  “seamstresses “in an “overall factory,” even though Mary 
would have actually been about 77/8  years old at the time, though she was listed as 68.  It may have been 
that only her daughter, was actually working, however. 
 
[Slide 23] Although the picture of the six founders appears in a 1919 issue of the Christian Advocate with 
a note that both she and Rebeca Taylor had died at the time the picture was taken in 1895, according to 
her death record, she did not die until 1914, the next-to-last of the founding women to have died – after 
Clementina Butler and before Lois Parker.   It would seem that perhaps Mrs. Stoddard may have been 
plagued with a combination of ill health and difficult economic circumstances for much of her life 
circumstances, which then may have prevented her from being as involved in the on-going work of the 
Society as the other women founders were.  
 
[Slide 24] We will probably never know for certain.  What we do know, however, is that these eight women 
could probably never had imagined the far-reaching effects that the action they took 150 years ago would 
have on their beloved Methodist Church and the world!  



 

 

 

Woman’s Foreign 
Missionary Society 
Stained Glass Windows 
 

Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society  

The windows recently installed in the Boston University School of Theology Library celebrate the 

lives of the women that formed the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society, founded on the stormy 

night of March 23, 1869, to assist missionaries across the world. One of the first countries they 

helped was India. Other countries soon to benefit from the society’s work, included China, 

Japan, Korea, Africa, Mexico, and South America. Some of the women were wives of faculty of 

the newly formed Boston Theological Institute. Soon the seminary would be the founding school 

of Boston University, chartered by the city of Boston in 1871. [Fig 1 and 2 Tremont Street 

Methodist Church, Wikipedia] 
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Tremont Street Methodist Episcopal Church 
Tremont Street Methodist Episcopal Church was located at 740 Tremont Street in Boston, 

Massachusetts. It was built in 1862, based on a design by architect Hammatt BIllings. The Woman’s 

Foreign Missionary Society Founders’ windows were installed in 1889. The rest of the stained glass 

windows were installed in 1942 at the recommendation of Clementina Butler, daughter of Rev. 

William and Clementina Butler, and other members of the Tremont Street Methodist Church. A few of 

the windows are permanently installed here at Boston University School of Theology Library. The 

windows chosen for display were those that had some historical ties to Boston University and the 

New England Annual Conference Commission on Archives and History records’ collection housed in 

the library’s archives.  

Tremont Street Methodist Church remained a Methodist congregation until the 1970s. During the 

1870s, a New Hope Baptist Church took over the building. In 2011, the church was purchased by a 

developer and transformed into condominiums. The windows were removed and saved through 

collaboration among the Boston University School of Theology, New England Conference 

Commission on Archives and History, New England United Methodist Historical Society, and the 

New England Conference United Methodist Women.  

More information about the Tremont Methodist Church can be obtained by visiting the Boston 

University School of Theology Library Archives page devoted to New England Church Records 

collections. The library is the repository for the New England Annual Conference Commission on 

Archives and History records and books.  

 

The Windows  

In 1889, the first two commemorative, stained glass windows were installed in the Tremont 

Street Methodist Church. The two windows celebrated the founding of the Woman’s Foreign 

Missionary Society. They were placed in the room where the first meeting took place on March 

23, 1869. Many years later in 1942, Clementina Butler and Rev. Azariah Reimer decided to 

install additional windows in the church. They held the mutual hope that the stained glass 

windows would “preach” to visitors the story of the many women and men that were part of the 

Tremont Street Methodist Episcopal Church whom had an impact on the city of Boston and the 

http://www.bu.edu/sthlibrary/archives
http://sth-archon.bu.edu/?p=collections/controlcard&id=553
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world. On March 23, 1942, Rev. Reimer told the story through a sermon about the windows 

and legacy of those featured in them.  

The Women In The Windows  

Rev. and Mrs. Butler 

Rev. William and Clementina Butler were the 

first missionaries to bring Methodism to India. 

Their stained glass window contains the 

medallion featuring the Taj Mahal of Agra, an 

iconic landmark in India.  

William and Clementina Butler were originally 

from Ireland. Butler immigrated in 1850 and 

Clementina soon followed. They were 

married in 1854. Just two years later, in 

1856, the couple sailed to India to bring their 

Wesleyan Methodism to the people of India. 

They helped homeless and struggling people 

in India. Upon returning to the United States, 

Clementina spoke to groups of women about 

the work that needed to be done in India, while William spoke from the pulpit urging more 

support for missionaries. It was one of these stirring sermons delivered in 1869 that sewed the 

seeds for the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society. In March 1869, the society would be 

founded by Clementina Butler, Lois Parker, and other interested female members of the 

Tremont Street Methodist Church.  

Dr. Dana Robert, Truman Collins Professor of World Christianity and History of Mission, and 

Director of the Center for Global Christianity and Mission at, Boston University School of 

Theology,  reflects on the details of the Butlers’ missionary work: 

“After 1854 when Alexander Duff spoke at General Conference, the Methodist Church decided 

to send missionaries to India. The volunteers to found the mission were the Butlers. 

Unfortunately, the Butlers went at the time of the Sepoy rebellion and had to flee for their lives. 
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They were shocked by the bodies of women in the Ganges River and determined to start 

educating girls in order to save them. Mrs. Butler was joined in this desire by other women 

missionaries, including Mrs. Lois Parker, who with her husband Edwin had attended the 

Concord Biblical Institute prior to sailing for India. They were on the same ship as future bishop, 

James Thoburn. Mrs. Butler, Mrs. Parker, and others then met in March 1869 to found what 

became the WFMS. Rev. Butler taught Sanskrit and India missions at the School of Theology 

soon after its founding.” 

Read more about the Butlers and other mission-related people and topics on the History of 

Missiology website hosted by the Center for Global Christianity and Mission.  

Mrs. Bishop Osmon Baker  

Little is known about Mrs. Bishop Osmon Baker. We now know that her first name was 

Mehitabel. She taught alongside Bishop Osmon Baker at Newbury Biblical Institute. She was a 

bright woman that expressed progressive views about the work her husband did as a minister, 

professor, dean of the Methodist General Biblical Institute in Concord, NH, and Bishop of the 

General Conference in 1852. Her letters can be found in the Boston University School of 

Theology Archives in the Bishop Osman Baker Collection.  

Dr. Robert speaks to Mehitabel’s impact,  

“Mrs. Mehitabel Baker, wife of the dean of the Methodist General Biblical Institute, was elected 

first president of the New England Branch of the WFMS. The women adopted a branch system 

i.e. decentralized branches that collaborated to send missionaries. She taught at the Newbury 

Biblical Institute, the predecessor institution to the Methodist General Biblical Institute, among 

other claims to fame.”.  

Harriet Merrick Warren  

Mrs. Harriet Merrick Warren is remembered in her stained glass window with the medallion 

featuring a quill and paper reading, “Write for these words are true, and faithful,” as she was the 

Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society’s first Corresponding Secretary and Editor of the Society’s 

journal, Heathen Woman’s Friend later renamed, Woman’s Missionary Friend. She edited the 

journal until her death in 1893.  

https://www.bu.edu/missiology/
https://www.bu.edu/missiology/
http://sth-archon.bu.edu/index.php?p=collections/controlcard&id=458&q=baker%2C+osmon
http://sth-archon.bu.edu/index.php?p=collections/controlcard&id=458&q=baker%2C+osmon
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Harriet Merrick was born in Wilbraham, MA the daughter of a preacher and prominent 

member of Hampden County, John M. Merrick. Her father was a trustee of Wilbraham 

Academy where Dr. William Fairfield Warren, Harriet’s husband, attended school. Education 

was very important to the Merrick family. It is not surprising that Harriet pursued multiple 

advanced degrees and was able to speak several languages.   

She married William F. Warren  in 1861. William and Harriet Warren spent years in Germany, 

learning about the ways they educated students in that country. Dr. William F. Warren served as 

Missions-Anstalt for the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He brought 

many of the ideas, principles, and practices he was exposed to in Germany back to the 

Methodist General Biblical Institute in Concord, New Hampshire, where he taught. In 1867, the 

Biblical Institute moved to Boston, MA. In 1869, William F. Warren was part of the group of men 

that helped charter Boston University.  

While William was away at Annual Conference, preaching, or working on the chartering a major 

university, Harriet was busy writing and advocating for women. She held executive positions on 

committees within the  New England Annual Conference and in groups beyond the Woman’s 

Foreign Missionary Society, including the General Executive Committee of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church.  

Dr. Robert heralds her as major leader of "woman's work for woman” in her 1996 publication, 

American Women in Mission: A Social History of Their Thought and Practice.  Additionally, she 

had these positive words of praise for Harriet, “When the women organized themselves, they 

founded a journal to keep contact among the branches and to promote their work. At the same 

time that the women were founding the missionary society, men were moving the Concord 

Biblical Institute to Boston to found Boston University, led by the School of Theology. Tapped to 

be first president was the missionary William Warren. His wife Harriet became first editor of the 

journal Heathen Woman’s Friend, which she edited until her death in 1893. The journal always 

showed a profit. Mrs. Warren also was part of the team of women who appealed to the mission 

board to allow the existence of the national WFMS. She also helped found the New England 

Conservatory.”  

You can view the papers of William Fairfield Warren at Boston University Howard Gottlieb 

Archival Research Center. Some of Harriet’s papers are part of this archival collection. Contact 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Methodist_Episcopal_Church
http://www.bu.edu/archives
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the Howard Gottlieb Archival Research Center to make an appointment to view these 

primary resources. 

Isabella Thoburn  

Isabella Thoburn was the first missionary that the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society sent 

overseas. She went to India, focused on improving educational opportunities for women in 

Lucknow, India. In 1871, she began a girls’ school in Lucknow and then a boarding school in Lal 

Bagh estate. During the 1880s, she returned to the United States lecturing about her mission 

work and teaching in Chicago at Chicago Training School for City, Home, and Foreign Missions. 

Later she returned to India to do more work in the mission field. In 1903, she found Lucknow 

Women’s College, later renamed in her honor, Isabella Thoburn College.   

Dr. Robert relates the impact the New England and Philadelphia branches had on Isabella 

Thoburn’s work. “The New England Branch organized itself to send money for Bible women, 

and with the Philadelphia Branch to send two missionaries: Miss Thoburn (to join her brother 

James, as an educational missionary from New England), and Clara Swain, a medical doctor 

from Philadelphia. Thoburn founded what became the first college for women in Asia.”  

Learn more about Isabella Thoburn in this biography that can be found in our Research 

Collection.  

Clementina Butler  
 

Clementina Butler, daughter of Rev. William Butler and Clementina Butler, is commemorated in 

her stained glass window with the official seal of Mexico, featuring the eagle destroying a 

serpent. Her parents are honored in another window in this exhibition.  

Clementina and her brother, John, served as the first Methodist missionaries to Mexico. Both 

children were influenced by an 1873 revival that took place at the Boston University School of 

Theology. Famed missionary and STH professor of missions, William Taylor, spearheaded this 

revival, convincing the Butler children to get active in the Mexican mission field.   

 

Clementina was the driving force behind the installation of the stained glass windows in the 

Tremont Street church in 1942. She supported mission work done by her brother, John, in 

Mexico and also founded the Committee on Christian Literature for Women and Children in 

http://www.bu.edu/archives
https://buprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=ALMA_BOSU121671087090001161&context=L&vid=BU&search_scope=default_scope&isFrbr=true&tab=default_tab&lang=en_US
https://buprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=ALMA_BOSU121671087090001161&context=L&vid=BU&search_scope=default_scope&isFrbr=true&tab=default_tab&lang=en_US
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Mission Fields in 1912. Clementina wrote missionary literature for women. She assisted and 

supported the work of mission work in India, too. She assisted the work of an Indian woman, 

Pandita Ramabai, who led a group of women in translating the Bible into the Marathi language.  

Ramabai learned Hebrew and Greek in order to translate the BIble for rural, Indian folk who 

found the classical style of other translations too difficult to read. The Bible in Marathi is the first 

one translated by a group of women.  

 

Dr. Robert expands on Clementina Butler’s impact,  

“After her return she was incredibly important on the home front, as chairwoman of the Ramabai 

society (to support the work of Pandita Ramabai), as a Co-founder of the Committee on 

Christian Literature for Women and Children, and national leader of women, and in New 

England Methodism in the early 20th century.” 

See an original, first edition of the Bible in Marathi. It is part of the Massachusetts Bible Society 

Collection, one of the many biblical collections found in the School of Theology Library’s 

Research Collection.  

Deaconess Mary Lunn  

Mary Lunn is immortalized in the stained glass window with a medallion featuring the seal of the 

New England Deaconess Hospital. She was the first superintendent of the New England 

Deaconess Training School, securing the properties near Shawmut and Massachusetts Avenue 

in 1889, to provide the space for the training school and the hospital. In 1918, the school 

became part of the Boston University School of Religious Education and Social Service, the 

predecessor to the BU School of Social Work. 

Mary was born in Racine, Wisconsin in 1854 to two local preachers in the Methodist Episcopal 

Church. During her formative years, she was a Sunday School teacher. She also immersed 

herself in all aspects of work within the Christian church. She began schooling for deaconess 

work while in Wisconsin around 1888. She left behind the formal, deaconess schooling a short 

time after starting, to begin working as a deaconess in Boston. She quickly became 

superintendent of the New England Deaconess Training School. Mary would stay in this post, 

dedicated to the cause of educating deaconesses and comforting the sick in Boston’s South 

End for twelve years. She would go on to work for two years in New York and then California, 

where she was superintendent of the Los Angeles Deaconess Home.  

https://buprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=ALMA_BOSU121624027900001161&context=L&vid=BU&search_scope=default_scope&tab=default_tab&lang=en_US
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Dr. Robert provides some interesting context, highlighting the significance of Mary Lunn’s 

work,  

“Opposition to the deaconess school by male STH students was fierce, and they objected to its 

all-female character. The New England Deaconess Training School later merged into BU in 

1918, when it became the School of Religious Education and Social Service (SRE). The women 

at the deaconess school, and later SRE, were the first large body of women alums who can 

technically be seen as part of STH, including the first African-American women at STH.  In 1890, 

the only women enrolled at STH were designated as “special students.” Many more women 

went to the Deaconess Training School. Harriet Warren was one of the founding trustees of the 

home and training school. In 1896, they and other Methodists, founded Deaconess Hospital.”  

Experience more of the history of the New England Deaconess movement in the New England 

Annual Conference Commission on Archives and History Collection.  

Resources  

New England Annual Conference Archives, Boston University School of Theology 

https://www.bu.edu/sthlibrary/archives/neccah/  

New England Annual Conference Archives Finding Aids, Boston University School of Theology http://sth-

archon.bu.edu/  

History of Missiology, Center for Global Christianity and Mission, Boston University School of Theology 

https://www.bu.edu/missiology/  

Howard Gottlieb Archival Research Center, Mugar Memorial Library, Boston University 

http://www.bu.edu/archives 

The Bible in Marathi, BU Library Search Record 

https://buprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo-

explore/fulldisplay?docid=ALMA_BOSU121624027900001161&context=L&vid=BU&lang=en_US&search

_scope=default_scope&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=default_tab&query=any,contains,bible

%20in%20marathi&sortby=rank&mode=Basic 
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Programs 
Through our Infant & Toddler, Preschool and After School programs Cooper is dedicated to 

ensuring children and their families are provided a safe, educational faculties that will facilitate in 

their growth and development creating the foundation for future. 

The focus of the programs is on establishing a strong, educational foundation and creating an 

excitement for learning–creating the groundwork for future successes, both in school and in life.  

 

Infant & Toddler  

The Infant and Toddler program serves children ages one month (1) to two years, eight months 

(2.9), providing a comprehensive learning experience emphasizing growth and development. This 

program establishes an early learning fundamental that is so critical to a child’s early development 

and well-being.  

 

Preschool  
The Preschool places a focus on school readiness, serving children ages two years, nine months (2.9) 

to five years (5). Children are exposed to a variety of activities, while particular emphasis is placed 

on literacy development. The Cooper Preschool provides a comprehensive learning experience 

through developing social, emotional, and cognitive skills, through literacy, math, science, art, 

writing, music and gross and fine motor skills.  

In the Fall of 2004, Cooper received the highest “stamp of approval” possible- from the National 

Association for Young Children (NAEYC) - for its commitment and dedication to high-quality early 

education.  

After School  
After School serves children ages five (5) to twelve (12) and provides them a safe 

and supervised environment during the After School hours and vacation weeks. 

Children in Cooper’s After School program engage in activities that promote 

confidence, develop self-esteem and foster an excitement of learning. Children 

engage in tutoring and mentoring programs.  STEM curriculum is introduced and 

provides additional growth and adventure.  

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement for Cooper Community Center 

The Hattie B. Cooper Community Center is committed to providing children and youth 

with the strongest developmental foundation to inspire a lifelong excitement for 

learning and the skills to become caring and responsible citizens. 

 

 



  

 

 Board of Directors 

Our Board members play an active and 

critical role in all aspects of Cooper's 

operation.  We all work together to ensure 

the continued success and growth of our 

programs. 

David Jackson, President 

Jay Fleming, Vice President 

Marcia Hoyt, Secretary 

Linda Reiber, Treasurer 

Carla Ganter 

Cynthia Moore 

Betty Shippee 

Kathryn Kihanya 

Arlene Mackie  

Ethel Franks 

Rev. We Chang, District Superintendent 

Lillie Searcy, Executive Director 
 

Invitation 

You are invited to visit 

Cooper Community Center! 
 

This is one of your Mission sites as a 

United Methodist Woman.  Please make 

plans to visit and see this building that is 

being completely renovated to provide the 

best environment for the children and 

youth.  The children love visitors! 

Just identify yourself as a United 

Methodist and you are welcome to see 

what is being accomplished with your 

Mission dollars. 

Wish List 

 Vinyl Gloves (Powder free & Latex free) Ex 

large, Large and Med sizes 100   

 Clorox disinfecting wipes 

 Soft-soap hand soap 7.5 FL oz. or larger 

 Baby wipes  

 Windex glass cleaner original   

 Bounty Paper towels 

 Tide Detergent 

 Handi-Wipes Multi-use (Clorox) 

 Glue Sticks Non-toxic 

 Children’s tooth brushes (ages 3-11)  

soft/med (standard) must fit in stand 

holder, no fancy handles) 

 Toothpaste (safe for children) 

 Changing clothes (tops and pants) ages 1-4 

 Trash Bags (extra large 55 gal) 

 Children’s books (ages 1-12) 

 Markers  

 Finger Paint (small bottles) 

 
2016
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United for a Fair Economy (UFE) and United 

Methodist Women (UMW):

Two decades of working together for 

Economic, Racial, and Gender Justice!

UFE is a non-profit organization that challenges the concentration of wealth and 

power that corrupts democracy, deepens the racial wealth divide, and tears 

communities apart. We support social movements working for a resilient, sustainable, 

and equitable economy.

A few ways we have partnered together over the years:

In 1999, UMW and UFE were founding members of the Economic Literacy Action Network 

(ELAN) that used popular education to support social justice across the country and 

around the world. This network developed curricula and trained trainers in highly 

participatory learning activities that addressed the root causes of inequality and planned 

strategic action for profound change.

United for a Fair Economy - 184 High St. Suite 603 Boston, MA - (617) 423- 2148 

info@faireconomy.org 

In 2010 and 2014, UFE attended the Quadrennial Assemblies in St. Louis, MO and 

Louisville, Kentucky and facilitated workshops on economic inequality at each.



The workshop "Overworked and Undervalued: Gender, Race, and the Economy" was 

turned into a Bible study: https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/a-fresh-wind-

blowing

UFE wrote an article “Overworked and Undervalued” for the UMW magazine “Response 

in May 2018. See photo below. 

Reach out to find out how your faith community can partner with UFE and host a 

workshop on gender, race, the economy. Contact us to find out more!

"I’m thrilled that the UFE workshop from National Seminar, and now on our website, has 

been reworked to appear as an article/program in our May UMW Response magazine, which 

focuses on Economic Justice.  I also led segments of the workshop with our board this winter, 

as well as with our staff.  The Economic signs of the times and 3 charts were also written into 

a plenary for our Mission U, which reaches some 9,000 people this summer in 60 UMC 

conferences across the country as we focus on a study called “What About Our Money?”  So it 

is a program that continues to be much in use and much appreciated!  Thank you, thank you! " 

- Executive for Community Action at UMW, Carol Barton

United for a Fair Economy - 184 High St. Suite 603 Boston, MA - (617) 423- 2148 

info@faireconomy.org 

UFE returned the United Methodist Women national conference in 2018 to facilitate 

the workshop for Methodist Women leaders from around the country. Jeannette, 

UFE's Director, spoke at a panel about economic and racial justice. The national 

conference was attended by 8,000 Methodist women.

In 2015 UFE and UMW co-developed a workshop called "Overworked and Undervalued: 

Gender, Race, and the Economy" and trained UMW national staff and leaders to facilitate 

these workshops with 150 Methodist Women at the national seminar.



Our History 
The Hattie B. Cooper Community Center has served as an anchor and 

engine for leadership development, especially among women of color in 

Roxbury, for over 100 years. In 1916, the Hattie B Cooper Center opened 

its doors to 69 children at the Fourth Methodist Church on Shawmut 

Avenue. Cooper was started thanks to the energy and enthusiasm of Mrs. 

Edith Scott, a social worker and the wife of the Rev. Albert Scott, and 

Hattie B. Cooper, the first chairperson of the Women’s Home Missionary 

Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church. The women noticed a need in 

the community to educate the youth and keep them safe, the same issues 

that Cooper addresses today.  

  Since that time, Cooper has continued to serve 

  the community, operating out of locations on  

  William Street and Shawmut Street, and  

  finally, in 1976, out of its present site (1891  

  Washington Street). While Cooper has  

  occupied several locations since it’s creation,  

  Cooper preserves the original intent of our  

  founders by offering services for families of 

  need in what remains one of Boston’s poorest  

  communities.  

 

“I have many fond memories of Cooper. The knowledge I learned has guided me  

throughout my life…I am particularly blessed with the many friends who 

 have remained with me over the years.” - Cooper Graduate 1933 

Present…  
 

Cooper currently provides high-quality early education and care to 102 children daily through it’s 

Infant and Toddler program, Preschool, and After school program. Cooper also offers community 

computer classes and public access hours at its Timothy Smith Computer Center.  Cooper is 

dedicated to ensuring children and their families are provided a safe, educational facility that will 

facilitate in their growth and development; creating the foundation for future successes.  

“My children are at Cooper because of the quality of the programs they offer. My son has 

received excellent honors (in K1) in both reading and spelling, and I know it 

is because of Cooper’s programs.” – Kate, mother of three Cooper children 

 

And Future…  

Cooper has an enormously rich history of generations of service, and its graduates can be found 

everywhere in the greater Boston area, as officials in State and Municipal Government agencies, as 

local business leaders, and as committed members of the community. The children of Cooper today 

are the leaders of tomorrow!  

“When I grow up, I’m going to be a principal of a school.  I’ll be able to do anything!”- Group-3 child 



UMW’s principles started early in Pittsfield, Massachusetts (1865) 

For our UMW Sunday in 2015, I was giving a message about our founding. The month before I 

had attended a District meeting in Groton (CT). We were asked to bring with us a display to 

show the legacy of our own local units. I went through our UMW closet looking for items to 

share and found a bunch of old journals. These journals turned out to be minutes, financial 

records, and other documents from our early organizations. The oldest I found was dated 1865. It 

is the creation of what I believe was the first “women’s group” for our church. It consisted of 58 

members (women) and 17 Honorary Members (men). 

This is a transcript of the original minutes: “At a meeting of ladies in the M. E. Church Thursday 

P.M. Jan. 8th ‘65 for the purpose of organizing a sewing society. Mrs. L. F. Sperry was chosen

President and Mrs. E. F. Nash, Sec. It was voted that the organization shall be called The Ladies

Society of the M. E. Church and shall consist of the following officers President, Vice President,

Secretary, Treasurer and ten Directresses and from the above officers shall be chosen a

disbursing committee of three whose business it shall be to give direction as to how the funds of

the society shall be used.” It goes on with a long list of attendees.

It continues with the first Article of its ByLaws reads: “Article 1st. The object of this society 

shall be to become better acquainted with each other, create society, and obtain funds fot the 

benefit of the church.”   

When I first read this, I was astounded because, at every meeting of the UMW, we recite The 

Purpose.  I put together our Purpose and the articles of the “sewing society.” The object of the 

Society shall be to become better acquainted with each other – the UMW Purpose says we shall 

be a community of women. The object of the Society shall be to create society – the UMW 

Purpose says we shall develop a creative, supportive fellowship. The object of the Society shall 

be to obtain funds for the benefit of the church – the UMW Purpose says we shall expand 

concepts of mission, through participation in the global ministries of the church.  

In 1865, four years before that handful of eight women gathered in Boston, 58 women of the 

what would become the First United Methodist Church of Pittsfield, (western) Massachusetts, 

gathered to create a sewing society whose objectives were the same as today’s Purpose written in 

1972!  

The wording of that first Article embodies our Purpose today so closely that it’s almost like one 

of our foremother’s influenced it! 

Can’t wait to experience the celebration! So proud to be a UMW! 

By Susan Coelho, Pittsfield, Massachusetts 

Connecticut Western Mass District, NEC 

UMW Memories and Stories



With a Servant’s Heart  
When I was asked to be a study leader for our Public Education study at the School of 
Christian Mission (now Mission u), I had a conference with my pastor, Rev. Dr. Donald 
F. Guest.  I told him I wasn't sure if I wanted to do more lesson plans because, as a 
teacher, I enjoy my summer vacations, not planning lessons.  He then went on to tell 
me, our history and how UMW has enriched his pastorship.  Needless to say, yes, I was 
a study leader that summer and since had gone on to various leadership roles. I am 
here witnessing this milestones remembering when my former Bishop Hee-Soo Jung, 
had every pastor stand up at our Northern Illinois Annual Conference and say, "I am a 
United Methodist Women" after our presentation to the body as the conference 
president. Our current episcopal leader, Bishop Sally Dyck participates in our annual 
Human Trafficking vigil. 
  
I came from Chicago (Resurrection, the former Gammon) via New York (grew up and 
raised at St. Marks in Harlem, NYC) to be here in Boston because I wanted to walk in 
the footsteps of our foremothers who foresaw the needs of women, children and youth 
around the world. I am here as a BOLD UMW because I stand on the shoulders of 
Theressa Hoover, Mari Gray, Carolyn Johnson, the unsung sheros of Alyce Teemer and 
Fannie M. T. Simpkins.  I reach out and hold the hands of legacy my daughter Tamara 
L. Davis, who attended Assembly, my granddaughter, Imani N. Smith who participates 
in our Human Trafficking vigils, and Katie McCoy who was a part of LIMITLESS and 
now Holy Disruption.  These are the leaders of today and tomorrow.  It is because of 
them I am here, for through them, we will be here another 150 years as we serve from 
the heart.  
 By Rita L. Smith, President, North Central Jurisdiction, Chicago, Illinois 



---------------------------------- 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 The Womens Missionary Society of Kents Hill (ME), auxiliary to the Northeast Branch 

of the Women’s Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist Society Church held its first 

meeting on April 14, 1870 with 29 members and 3 students listed as present and Mrs. Henry P. 

Torsey [wife of Kents Hill School headmaster], President. 

 Meeting minutes indicate that on 21 September 1870 society members were requested  

to pray on the Day of Departure of new missionaries to foreign fields.  

(The above is recorded in the minutes of the local chapter which are housed in the Readfield 

Church archives.)  

 Submitted by Nancy Russell, Kents Hill, Maine 

 

 



Why is UMW Important to Me? 

United Methodist Women (UMW) is one organization that “puts its mouth 
where its money is – putting its vision into motion- which I adhere to.  It is a 
group that puts its faith into action.  Their vision to be in mission to serve the 
least and the lost is very inspiring. UMW  is a great example of following 
Jesus’ greatest commandment to love your neighbor as yourself and to go 
into all nations and bring the good news.  To be in Boston where it all began 
is a real treat and a great thrill.  I love meeting and greeting other UMW 
women who have the same views and perspective as our foremothers and 
that I aspire to, as well. I am proud to be here in Boston for this historical 
moment of the 150thanniversary of United Methodist Women.  I look forward 
to learning about the history of these amazing women missionaries and what 
they did in the 1800s .  Every moment and event will make wonderful 
memories.  I am pleased to be a United Methodist Women member. 
      By Millie Grey, Greater New Jersey Conference 

  
 



UMW Memories 

From 

Marcia Warden 

North Providence, Rhode Island 

 

WHY IS THE UMW IMPORTANT TO ME? 

The women of my local church were influential in the congregation and the path my life 

took was as a result of the guidance I received from them.  They taught me, as a 

teenager and young adult, to take responsibility for my actions and choices I made and 

to incorporate a high values system and great expectations for my life. 

 

When my husband was assigned to a local church it was the UMW who was the first to 

make us feel welcome and went beyond expectations to help us settle in to the new 

environment.  The women of the local church UMW did everything possible to make 

sure we were happy to be there. 

 

I served in various roles in local church units in CT, ME and MA and my last position 

was as the president of the Greenwood Memorial UMC unit in Dorchester, MA.  Among 

my most memorable activities was attending the assembly and interacting with women 

from so many other areas of the world. 

 

 

WHAT MAKES THE UMW BIRTHDAY IMPORTANT TO ME? 

It is an honor and privilege to be a part of a great organization whose purpose is to 

serve others in mission in their local communities and in all regions of the world.  The 

founding women had a vision but the commitment and devotion of women throughout 

the years realized the vision.  The UMW is the voice of the hopeless, helpless because 

the power of bold women joining together can change the world for the better. 

 

WHY AM I IN BOSTON TO CELEBRATE? 

I am in Boston to celebrate this milestone of 150 years; of founding women whose 

vision is still relevant to this day.  As a member of a New England Conference UMW 

local unit this event in Boston will be the ultimate experience because I will be a part of 

sharing stories with many other women of faith.  I pray that the event will encourage 

younger women to continue the work of women in mission for another 150 years and 

even beyond.   



 
 

My attachment to Tremont Street Methodist Episcopal Church 

In 2000, when Linda Reiber was Conference President, and I was the new Communications Coordinator, we 

attended a meeting of the NEC Commission on Archives and History at New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 

[that was the year it was designated a UMC Historic Site – the Plaque is still there!]. I knew UMW history, but 

that meeting changed my life. I was inside Tremont St. ME Church. I have a personal connection to the building 

and to the windows. I stood where those women. What a privilege to live in New England and know that it all 

started here. I’m the person who cheers at UMW national meetings when speakers mention our founding in 

Boston. I have been in awe looking at the stained glass windows in the church where they were first installed. 

More recently, I have been pained to see the construction fences around the building. I was not aware at the 

time that the historic district would protect the building from destruction. I was pained over the loss of most of 

the stained glass windows. And, then the construction fence disappeared and the beautiful building remains, 

much as it looked when it was built. Last September, as I walked around the building taking pictures for this 

event, I ended up in conversation with a gentleman from the neighborhood. He was especially excited to know 

that some of the windows were being preserved – the church was that much a part of the community. The 

members of New Hope were careful to preserve the stained glass windows that commemorate our founding. 

When the church was closed, some of the windows were preserved. The last time that United Methodist Women 

celebrated in that building was in 2004 for our NEC UMW Annual Meeting. It was also a joint meeting with the 

NEC Commission on Archives and History. Together we celebrated the 135th Birthday of UMW and 

recognized the designation of the church as a United Methodist Heritage Landmark. Interestingly enough that 

was the day of the Victory Parade for the first Red Sox World Series win since 1918. The Parade was only a 

few blocks from the church, but we had business to do and just like the “dark and stormy night,” a parade 

wasn’t going to stop us!! In 2015 (at that time there was three feet of snow on the ground), Linda and I 

committed to being in Boston in 2019 to celebrate this day. Our Legacy Committee has worked to make this 

day happen! Even as we move forward in our fellowship, learning, and advocacy, what a thrill it is to remember 

and celebrate our history – our Legacy past, present, and future.  

    By Leeda Marsh, Leominster, Massachusetts (Central Mass District) 

  



I am a Legacy 

 I am so grateful to be a legacy of the eight forward-thinking women in 1869, who 
sent two missionaries to India, Isabella Thoburn, educator and Clara Swain, doctor.  

 My name is Kathleen (K) Premla Townsley Stone.  I was born in India of GBGM 

missionary parents. My grandmother was one of the first women doctors in India, in the 

early 1920s, when women had no medical care. She gave her life caring for women and 

children. My mother, 100% Indian was a graduate of Isabella Thoburn College.  My early 
memories of her included numerous WSCS events, her nurturing and support for women 

and children; her radical discipleship and hospitality.   

 Because of my legacy, I consider United Methodist Women as part of my family 

today. Proudly representing the California Nevada Conference, El Camino Real District 

United Methodist Women. 
     By Kathleen (K) Premla Stone, San Jose, California  

 

 

 



Why UMW? –  

 After my husband died at 61, my friends asked me what I was going to do.  I 
didn’t have an answer because prior to that time, I did what he wanted to do, did what my 

children wanted me to do or what was required of me at the time.  What did I do?  I read, 

I gardened, I took care of things.  I didn’t know what made me “tick”, I didn’t know what 

I was capable of. 

  I went to a Bible Study at my church because now I had time, and it turned out to 
be a UMW meeting.  The ladies who I’ve known all my life invited me to stay.  It took 

one meeting, one story in Response, one book from the reading list to know that I had 

found what “I” need.  The reading program alone kept me going, gave me something to 

think about, showed me what the world is like outside my door.  I was asked to lead a 

table discussion at an Spiritual Enrichment Day, I had no clue if I could do it, I’d never 
been asked to lead before.  I found that I loved doing that, finding out what other women 

want to talk about, what was important issues to them and at the same time finding 

myself. 

 UMW has not only given me my voice, given me the courage to speak up for 

myself and others, but has given me even greater faith than I ever imagined.  
 Thank you United Methodist Women for doing for me what I couldn’t have done 

for myself. 

  By deaconess Fawn Saylor McCallister, Fawn Grove, Pennsylvania 

  

  

 



“MY UMW STORY”  

My United Methodist Women’s Story is about “MY League of Extraordinary Women” who encouraged me 

throughout my journey. I become a member of the 1869 Society this past year, but It all began with my 

extraordinary mother, Aubrey Berniece Page Whaley, who grew up as a Wesleyan Methodist, but joined the 

Fairview United Methodist Church in 1924 when she married Daddy, Wade Leon Whaley, already a member 

there. She soon joined the Women’s society of Christian Service and became a member of the Wesleyan 

Service Guild because she was a working mother. Time passed. I sort of grew up and in the year of 1968, our 

organization became United Methodist Women. 

 As a young adult I remember accompanying Mother to Bloomfield United Methodist Church where she 

presented a program on Native Americans.  I merely helped arrange her display, but so enjoyed the 

fellowship that it wasn’t long until I joined the Elizabeth Circle in the late 70’s at Bloomington First. Gladys 

Boyd, an extraordinary, retired pastor’s wife, mentored our circle of young mothers.  With Jill Bunger, Cinda 

O’Connor and others we met in the Fireplace Room where we could keep an eye on our wee ones.  Gladys 

gently opened the door of UMW for us by expanding our horizons and helped us understand that UMW was 

more than a social club. I began to attend School of Christian Mission and returned to my local church, 

inspired to lead a retreat, “The Dash of Life” with extraordinary Jill Bunger. 

 I remember another extraordinary woman, Elaine Lethem, who was a former Northern Alabama 

Conference President. She was not in my circle but a woman I knew and greatly admired. Elaine asked me to 

think about serving on the Bloomington District Nominations Team.  It didn’t take long for me to agree as 

my husband Jim and I had empty nest, so in early 2001 I found myself a member of district nominations 

with an extraordinary president, Carol Bane.  To this very day, I love Carol dearly but am saddened by her 

health challenges, however, a strong friendship developed and because of Carol, I now use as my daily 

devotional, “Forward Day by Day” along with our UMW Prayer Calendar. 

Nearly, ten years later, the state of Indiana merged into one conference. A woman who was chair of the 

Nomination Committee for the Indiana Conference and a liaison to the new Southeast District, asked me to 

lead and again I said yes, first as vice then as president of the newly formed Southeast District.  That woman 

whom I barely knew has become a dear friend and is with me in Boston for this celebration. This 

extraordinary woman is Mary Jane Compton, a former treasurer of United Methodist Women of Indiana. 

Currently, as a member of the Indiana Legacy Team, I’m honored to serve with Rita Gaither-Gant, former 

member of the Women’s Division and Carolyn Maxey, a former Conference Indiana President, both truly 

extraordinary women. It’s a challenge, but I’m inspired by their perseverance and dedication. 

In closing, I chose to attend this celebration because of the extraordinary women who have touched my life 

and the UMW Purpose which still resonates within me. Its who I am!! Being a voice for women, children and 

youth through missions is my passion, and besides who doesn’t love a party!  

Please join me in passing on this remarkable story of those eight extraordinary women, then reflect on who 

the extraordinary women are in your life….…Like my Wesleyan Service Guild Mother who wore a red felt 

apple with her name on it which read.  “Called to Grow,” It is still my challenge and hopefully yours…  

 by Evelyn Whaley LaFollette March 23, 2019, Bloomington, Indiana 

 



 
 

My Story 

As a little girl growing up in a Methodist family, I knew that, when my mom took the silver and 

fancy serving dishes out of the dining room cupboard in the afternoon and dressed up with high 

heels after dinner, the members of the WSCS were coming to our home than evening. I was 

always asked to collect the “sunshine” offering. Such wonderful memories of experiences with 

UM women that I am certain laid the foundation for my call to ministry and service. It has been 

an honor to help organize the worship and be a part of this exciting celebration. 

    By Rev. Elizabeth J. Bachelder Smith, Liston Falls, Maine 
 

 



Here is a bio and photo you can crop! The following is my statement. 

  

From my great-grandmother’s participation in the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church, South, to my grandmother’s participation in the WSCS of The Methodist Church, to 

my mother’s participation in United Methodist Women, I am proud to stand in a long line of active lay 

women. The names of the organizations have changed, but the spirit and commitment of United 

Methodist women have remained strong for 150 years. May God grant us many more years of faithful 

service! 

  

Dana L. Robert 

Boston University School of Theology 

 



United Methodist Women changed my life!  It all began with a call from Mildred Cole asking me to 

accept nomination to the NH Conference UMW nominating Committee.  I said I was not a member of 

my local UMW.  That’s OK.  (She later told me she was nervous calling and had gotten my name from 

the Conference Journal list of Certified Lay Speakers.)  After my installation I heard nothing until I 

learned I was the next chair.  I traveled alone the day before Super Bowl Sunday in a heavy snow storm 

to St. Louis for training.  On the plane I read the 4 UMW manuals.  WOW!  This was an amazing 

organization.  I had no idea.  At training I learned that NH Conference should have district UMW 

Leadership Teams and it was my committee’s responsibility to create 2 district slates of officers as well 

as the conference slate.  So… we gathered women from all over the state for 3 Saturdays to learn about 

United Methodist Women and to find nominees for the 3 slates.  No one agreed to accept a nomination 

for either district president.  After much prayer that someone would reconsider, Med Tibbetts and I 

agreed to accept.  The newly created district organizations blossomed with the help of Gene Maxwell 

from Women’s Division. I continued my involvement with the district teams and my local unit and I was 

grateful for all my UMW training when I became the first woman lay leader of the NH Conference.  After 

merger into the new New England Conference and several re-districting events, I became the first New 

England Conference Lay Leader.  I then became UMW Conference president.  I have had the opportunity 

to travel, receive incredible training and friendships of amazing women.  My world view has been 

enlarged and I continue to refine my theology all because Mildred called.  It is with gratitude for all I 

have been given that I join the celebration of 150 years of United Methodist Women where it all began 

on a cold and stormy night in Boston.  By Cindy Edgerly, Rochester, New Hampshire 



United Methodist Women Story 
It isn’t everyday that one has an opportunity to share in a very historical moment. 
Growing up in a predominately African-American congregation, the ladies of my church 
lived and breathed United Methodist Women and its predecessor.  After the end of the 
Central Conference, the women in my church continued to support the mission of the 
new organization.  They volunteered at the Houchen Community Center, participated on 
its Board of Directors, as well as being active conference participants.  They believed in 
being women of action and participating in the community beyond the church walls.  As 
young women, they encouraged us to be active and focus on enriching the lives of 
children.  Attending the 150thAnniversary is a way for me to pay tribute to each of those 
ladies and their legacy in United Methodist Women.  
  By Cheryll Felder, El Paso, Texas 
 New Mexico Conference, St. James - Myrtle  
 



Credits and Thank You’s 
 
 
Opening Worship –  
 Led by Rev. Elizabeth Bachelder Smith – Elizabeth serves as an elder in the Mid Maine District  
  of the New England Annual Conference and as president of the New England United  
  Methodist Historical Society. 
 Led by Rev. Jill Colley Robinson – Jill serves as New England Annual Conference Superintendent 
  of the Vermont District. 
 Quote by Rev. Dr. Heather Murray Elkins, Drew University Chapel Service, March 3, 2011. 
  Used by permission. 
 Call to Worship – Elizabeth J. Bachelder Smith ©2019 All rights reserved. 
 Hymn – “A Woman First the Tidings Spread” by Dr. Carl P. Daw, Jr. ©2019 Hope Publishing Co.,  
   Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Written for the Dedication of stained  
   glass windows from Tremont St. Methodist Episcopal Church on March 21, 
   2019, at Boston University School of Theology. 
  Tune – Tallis Canon - Composer: Thomas Tallis (c. 1505-1585). Music in Public Domain.  
   Performance Copyright ℗ 2017 Richard M. S. Irwin Certain rights reserved. 
 Downloaded from play.hymnswithoutwords.com. 
 Litany of Thanksgiving -- Elizabeth J. Bachelder Smith ©2019 All rights reserved.   
 Scripture in Image and Song – Matthew 5, The Beatitudes 
  Music – Sweet Honey in the Rock from YouTube. 
  Images – Response Magazine. Used by permission.   
 
 
Skit - “A Handful of Women”  
 This skit was first introduced at the National Gathering of Teen and College Women,  
 December 2000 in St. Charles, Illinois.  
 Participating are Rene Wilbur, Roxie Pin, and Marie MacDougall. 
 The PowerPoint accompanying the skit was produced by Evie Doyon and edited by Leeda Marsh. 
 Images are taken from the UMW Video, The League of Extraordinary Methodist Women; and  
  public domain stock images.  Sound effects: License: Attribution 3.0; Recorded by Mike 
  Koenig; Downloaded from www.soundbible.com. 
  
 
PowerPoint - Tremont Street Methodist Episcopal Church – yesterday and today  
 Historic church image from public domain. 
 All other images taken by Leeda Marsh, mostly in October 2004, and September 2018. 
 
 
Skit – “With Stethoscope and Blackboard: Swain and Thoburn in India”   
  By Jean Barnes and Marilyn J. Smith. Taken from UMW Program Book,  
   “A Centennial Tapestry: The Continuing Journey of Women in Mission,” 1983. 
  Edited and produced by Rikki Spelman, Living Arts Artistic Director,  
   Aldersgate Camp & Retreat Center, Rhode Island, New England Conference  
 
 



Closing Worship – Led by Rev. Elizabeth Bachelder Smith 
 Blessing Litany – Elizabeth J. Bachelder Smith ©2019 All rights reserved. 
 Hymn –“Two Cents and A Prayer” by Jill Colley Robinson ©2019 All rights reserved. 
   Written for the 150th anniversary of the United Methodist Women in Boston,  
   MA, March 23 ’19. The refrain is based on the earliest practice of membership  
   costing ‘two cents a week and a prayer’. 
  Tune: St. Denio - Composer: Unknown Traditional Welsh melody from John Roberts’s 
   Canaidau y Cyssegr, 1839 . Music in Public Domain. Performance Copyright  
   ℗ 2018 Richard M. S. Irwin. Certain rights reserved. 
 Offertory Prayer– Elizabeth J. Bachelder Smith ©2019 All rights reserved.  

 Communion officiants – Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar and Harriett Olson 
 Additional communion servers – Betty Shippee, President, New England Conference UMW 
  and Rev. Elizabeth Bachelder Smith 
               Great Thanksgiving –  
 An adaptation of a Service for Word and Table I by Jill Colley Robinson ©2019. 

 Going Forth – The Purpose is adapted by the General conference of The United Methodist  
  Church as the official mission statement of United Methodist Women.   
 

Commemorative Pins and Prayer Shawl Label 
 Designed by NECUMW Legacy Committee using UMW logos 
 Produced by Moritz Embroidery Works, Mt. Pocono, Pennsylvania 
 

Prayer Shawls prayerfully knitted by the following – 
 Breta C. Sisson and Ilah Sisson Walser from Upper New York Conference UMW 
 Marie MacDougall from New England Conference UMW 
 Prayer Shawl labels sewn on by Nancy King, Leominster, Massachusetts 
 

Commemorative Booklet – produced by Minuteman Press, Fitchburg, Massachusetts 
 

Live Streaming – Provided through a Grant from the United Methodist Foundation of New England. 
 

Birthday Celebration Fans 
 Designed by NECUMW Legacy Committee using UMW logos 
 Produced by New England Promotional Marketing (NEPM), Wilbraham, Massachusetts 
 

Historic Exhibits and Descriptions of Windows – Kara Jackman, Archivist and Preservation Librarian,  
 New England Annual Conference Archivist, Boston University School of Theology Library 
 

In addition to the Credits above, special thanks to the following: 
 MC – Rene Wilbur 
 Speakers – Dana Robert, Pat Thompson, Bishop Devadhar, Harriett Olson, Thomas Kemper 
 Boston University School of Theology – Dean Mary Elizabeth Moore 
 New England Conference Director of Communications – Beth DiCocco 
 

This event was organized by the Legacy Committee of the New England Conference UMW: 
 Linda Reiber, Chair; Roxie Pin, Fay Flanary, Marie MacDougall, Leeda Marsh, 
  Marcia Hoyt, and Rene Wilbur 
Event sub-committee:  Leeda Marsh, Chair; Marcia Hoyt, Registrar; and Sherry Culver, Treasurer  
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