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NEWS FROM OUR PRESIDENT  
Greetings UMW Sisters: 

  

I hope your summer has been eventful, full of Faith, Family and Fun.  I have had many eventful 
occasions but the one I wish to share is from Mission u.  I was privileged to be the study leader for 
“Practicing Resurrection” the gospel of Mark and Radical Discipleship.  A very meaningful sharing 
during one of the plenaries called: 

 

“A  Dialogue of Two Chilean Women” ------------ Read and Reflect 
Woman A: I am a woman born of a woman, whose man owned a factory. 
Woman B: I am a woman born of a woman, whose man labored in a factory. 
Woman A: I am a woman whose man wore silk suits, who constantly watched his weight.  
Woman B: I am a woman whose man wore tattered clothing, whose heart was constantly strangled by hunger. 
Woman A: I am a woman who watched two babies grow into beautiful children. 
Woman B: I am a woman who watched two babies die because there was no milk. 
Woman A: I am a woman who watched twins grow into popular college students with summers abroad. 

Woman B: I am a woman who watched three children grow, but with bellies stretched from no food. 
Woman A: But then there was a man.  Woman B: But then there was a man. 
Woman A: And he talked about the peasants getting richer by my family getting poorer. 
Woman B: And he told me of days that would be better and he made the days better. 
Woman A: We had to eat rice.         Woman B: We had rice. 
Woman A: We had to eat beans!     Woman B: We had beans! 
Woman A: My children were no longer given summer visas to Europe. 
Woman B: My children no longer cried themselves to sleep. 
Woman A: And I felt like a peasant.   Woman B: And I felt like a woman. 
Woman A: A peasant with a dull, hard, unexciting life. 
Woman B: Like a woman with a life that sometimes allowed a song. 
Woman A: And I saw a man.   Woman B: And I saw a man. 
Woman A: And together we began to plot with the hope of the return to freedom. 
Woman B: I saw his heart begin to beat with hope of freedom, at last. 
Woman A: Someday, the return to freedom. 
Woman B: Someday freedom. 
Woman A: And then,        Woman B: But then, 
Woman A: One day,           Woman B: One day, 
Woman A: There were planes overhead and guns firing close by. 
Woman B: There were planes overhead, and guns firing in the distance. 
Woman A: I gathered my children and went home. 
Woman B: I gathered my children and ran. 
Woman A: And the guns moved farther and farther away.   (continued next page) 
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Woman B: But the guns moved closer and closer. 
Woman A: And then they announced that freedom had been restored! 
Woman B: And then, they came, young boys. really… 
Woman A: They came into my home along with my man. 
Woman B: They came and found my man.      
 

REFLECTION TIME ;  When our next study session began it was requested that we have time to 
reflect on this truly moving reading and what a thoughtful class it progressed into as we shared what 
the reading meant and felt to each of us.  It would be my prayer that each of us take the time to read 
this again and then spend time journaling about how it made you feel and how you will respond to it 
in your life and actions. 

 

I pray that every one of you will mark your calendar for next year’s Mission u.  Date TBA.  It is an 
experience that you will never forget.   2020 courses are” Finding Peace in the Midst of Anxiety” and 
“Mass Incarceration: School-to-Prison Pipeline”. 

Hope to see you there and at our Fall District Meeting, Sept 21, at Grace UMC in Essex Junction 

 

Marie MacDougall,  

Vermont District UMW President 

 

 

Other coming events: 

 
ber 26, 2019 NECUMW Annual Meeting, at 

First United Methodist Church of Gilford,  

18 Wesley Way, Gilford, NH  
 

Program: Move your feet: Ways to be in Community with our Immigrant Neighbors 

Speakers who have been to the border and helped refugees every day will shared 

experiences.  Also Marge Robertson who works with the Metrowest Worker Center and 

Metrowest Immigrant Solidarity Network shares her personal mission to help families new 

to the U.S. We will hear about Justice for Our Neighbors (JFON), a UMC Immigration 

Ministry that provides free, high-quality immigration and legal services, education, and 

advocacy. JFON assists immigrants in navigating legal issues.  
 
For registration information, contact one of the District Officers listed in this 
publication. 
 
NORTHEASTERN JURISDICTION UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S  
QUADRENNIAL EVENT  
APRIL 24-26, 2020  
BALTIMORE MARRIOTT WATERFRONT  
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND  
 

EVENT AND HOTEL REGISTRATION ARE NOW OPEN!!!  

Visit: WWW.NEJUMW.ORG To register and for additional information!  
  



Spiritual Growth Message 
 

Do you ever have musical phrases or pieces of songs that get “trapped” in your mind and play over 
and over? Choir members often have a few random measures of a song that sing over and over in 
their heads, even when they wake up in the night. Some Sundays during the fellowship time after 
worship I’ll hear someone humming a phrase from a hymn we have just sung and I realize that I’ve 
got it in my head too! 
 
Music and songs are a spiritual pathway for many of us. Songs help us express thoughts, feelings, 
and desires, that we might not voice otherwise. Music has a way of helping us remember words or 
meanings. A favorite former choir member of mine is in his 90s and now lives in assisted living. He 
isn’t always able to participate in what is happening around him but if someone starts to sing or 
play a hymn he immediately perks up and joins right in singing.  
Not all of us are musically talented but many people have favorite songs even if they cannot sing 
them. There’s something about music’s rhythm and melodies that connects deep within us. I would 
be hard-pressed to name someone who hates music.  
I believe music is one of God’s good gifts to us! When we sing our spiritual songs and hymns, we 
receive God’s gift and connect to God, and I trust that this connection is received back as our gift 
to God.  
 
On Saturday, September 21, the District UMW is sponsoring a Day Apart at Grace United Methodist 
Church in Essex Junction. I hope you will join us – we will be using songs and singing to explore our 
images of God and their significance in our spirituality. Please see the flyer elsewhere in this 
newsletter for details! I hope to see you there! 
 
Evie Doyon, 
Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
 
 
 
 

Please Share This Message 
 

Some of you no longer have an active UMW unit in your church.  If that is the case, women who 
wish can become District UMW members.  Their names can be added to the District mailing list.  
The Vermont District Newsletter will give them information on spring and fall gatherings, Mission u 
and New England Conference e vents.  Those wishing to receive the newsletter should contact 
Ginger Phelps at gingerp46@comcast.net – 802-879-7484 – 10 Glenwood Drive, Essex Junction, VT 
05452. 
 
You can also give a gift to mission by contacting the district 
treasurer Carole Rice at cr_glacier698@aol.com – 802-879-0185 
– 54 Gail Terrace, Williston, VT 05495. 
 
Please share this information with the women in your local 
church. 
 
Peg Moseley, 
Coordinator of Education and Interpretation 

 



Social Action Idea 
 

My mother always said “as you age, time moves more quickly”, and of 
course, she was right.  And now summer is nearing its change into fall.  
May the changing of our season bring beauty and peace to all.   
Let us pray that there will be many good things that will come about.  
There has been so much trouble in our country and lives.   
 
When things look so dark, it is always a bright light that shines through.  
There are two young ladies from Burlington High School that are forming a bill to bring to a law 
that will remove the tax on feminine hygiene products.  They tell that it puts a financial burden on 
the poor who can’t afford the hygiene products they need.  What can you do?  Write to your 
legislators and tell them to vote yes for removal of the tax on feminine hygiene products.  Give 
thanks for the younger generation who are wiser and strong in their struggles.  They still need our 
support.  We must be there for them, so make that call or write that letter – all women will benefit 
from this new law in the making.  One small step brings us all together for the good of all. 
 
Janet Powell, Social Action 
 
 

The Book Lady 
 

It has been a challenging year for our Reading Program since UMW 
Program Resources no longer stocks the books on our Reading Program 
lists.  I am so grateful for the few readers who managed to adjust to 
the change and continue with the Reading Program.  A few women 
read books from previous years (we can go back 5 years), while 
another UMW sister ordered 2019 books for her unit from a local 
bookstore.  If you have completed a Reading Program Plan, please get 
your lists and information to me ASAP so you may be acknowledged. 

 
I’m still able to have Missions Resources: Program Book, Prayer Calendar, Mission u study books, 
etc., as they become available. AND for those of you who must browse through a book before 
purchase, I am happy to report that Hopkins Bookshop in Shelburne has generously agreed to order 
books from our list on consignment for our fall gathering.  They will be books that can also sell at 
the Bookshop if returned there. 
 
So please come and see what we have from the new 2020 Reading Program List and also the free 
resources, bargain books and greeting cards.   
 
Here’s WHY we must continue our reading program: “The Reading Program encourages members to 
think critically about current issues through an annual selection of member-reviewed books.  It 
offers an excellent opportunity to deepen our spirituality and to broaden our understanding of our 
mission work.” 
 
“For almost 150 years, United Methodist Women have been involved in mission that includes 
prayer, study, and action. The Reading Program is a study opportunity, but it should also have 
action.” 
 
Pat Howard, Program Resources 
 



Some Thoughts from the District Treasurer 
 

Dear Sisters in Christ, 
 
I hope you have had an enjoyable summer.  We are so blessed to have this 
wonderful summer and to live in America.  God blesses us each and every day.   
 
“The Faith Of A Hummingbird”….  God gave me this message which I would like 
to share with you.  I was sitting on my deck watching a couple of hummingbirds at 
my feeder and thought about how much “faith” a hummingbird must have to set 
out on the long journey to his winter home.  No bigger than the size of your pinky 
finger and weighing only about 3 grams, how will he find his winter home and back again next spring.  
When ”God calls”, the tiny bird does not ponder, instead he simply responds “Yes God” and takes 
flight. Might this be a sign from our “loving God” telling us to have “faith” and “hope” as we face each 
uncertain tomorrow with “Yes God”; let’s go”. 
  

Thank you to every UMW member for your hard work, giving of your time and talents to the United 
Methodist Women’s organization. It’s through your love and dedication to mission giving that we 
continue to change situations for women, children and youth in our communities, across America and 
throughout the world. May we never stop being grateful for God’s grace working in us, through us and 
our UMW organizations. 
 
Special Mission Recognition:  Remember to recognize that faithful person who does or has done a 
lot for missions.  This person can be a member of the church, man, woman, youth and even someone 
outside your church whose faith leads them to give their time, working/caring for God’s people in the 
world, taking a stand for justice in your community or caring for God’s universe. 
 
I want to encourage you to work towards the 5 star/channels of Mission Giving.  (Pledge to 
Mission, Special Mission Recognition, Gift to Mission, Gift in Memory and World Thank Offering). 
 
I want to thank all the local treasurers for your pledge submissions and filing out the Remittance 
Form.  Please remember that I should receive all your Pledge to Missions donations by December 
1st. in order to make it easier for me to make the December 10th reporting deadline to the New 
England Conference. Anything that comes in after the December 1st date will be credited to the 
following year. 
 
I have enjoyed talking with some of you and look forward to seeing you at the Fall Gathering on 
Saturday, September 21st. at the Grace UMC, Essex Junction, VT. Come to the Fall Gathering and 
enjoy your UMW friends, meet new friends, worship, sing, learn and grow in faith.  See who the 
Vermont District UMW will honor thru Special Mission Recognition this year for their faithful service. 
To Pre-Register: send an email to: cr_glacier698@aol.com or call 802-879-0185 by Sunday, 
September 15th. 
  
I have held and enjoyed being your District Treasurer for quite awhile. I feel there maybe someone 
else who is qualified and would like the opportunity so next year you should consider looking for a 
new District Treasurer.  Don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions, if you need forms or want to 
buy “Gift to Mission” cards.  
  
Carole Rice, 54 Gail Terrace, Williston VT 05495,  802-879-0185  cr_glacier698@aol.com 
 
Blessings, 
Carole Rice, District Treasurer 
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*“Bring Many Names” is a hymn in The Faith We Sing #2047 by Brian Wren © 1989, 1994; Hope Publishing Co. 

Bring Many Names* 
Vermont District United Methodist Women 

Day Apart 

How Can We Name a Love?**  

Leader: Evie Doyon 

 

PLEASE JOIN OTHER WOMEN IN THE DISTRICT FOR A DAY OF SINGING & SHARING! 

Together we’ll explore how the songs we sing reflect our images of God 

and how our images of God reflect particular needs and spirituality. 

We will sing (of course!) and use your favorite hymns and songs of faith 

to go deeper in our faith,  

explore our spiritual paths to God, and  

gain understanding of the images we have of God. 

PREREGISTER by Sun., Sept.15: Carole Rice, cr_glacier698@aol.com, 802.879.0185 

Saturday, September 21, 2019 

9:30 a.m. Registration, 10:00 - 2:30 Program 

Grace United Methodist Church 

130 Maple Street, Essex Junction, VT 05452 

Cost: $10, includes lunch 


