
SUPPORTING 

MY MINISTRY 

TO INDIA 

 

Christianity in India 

FIRST: Please PRAY for the team. We 
are leaving on December 28 and will 
be returning on January 15. 

SECOND: If you would like to make a 
monetary gift to help me with 
expenses, please send a check to:  

BRUNSWICK UMC 
320 Church Road 

Brunswick, ME 04011 
(207) 725-2185 

In the memo line write: 
MAGGIE–MOP 

Thank You!! 

THIRD: Please consider inviting me 
to speak at your church or in a small 
group about my experience. Contact 
Brunswick UMC to make your 
request. 

 

 

ABOUT THE MISSION OF PEACE 

The Mission of Peace is a yearly journey of 
discovery and Shalom to nations in our global 
community sponsored by the Northeast 
Jurisdictional Council on Youth Ministries of 
the United Methodist Church.  

On each MOP, participants worship in 
churches, meet youth in churches and civic 
organizations and share with people who 
have a similar longing for peace and 
understanding. The MOP is a life changing 
experience! It is a journey that leads each 
participant to discover God’s Spirit at work in 
the world. 

Each year the Youth must raise the money 
which supports their MOP. In the spirit of 
Shalom, the New England CCYM humbly asks 
each church, UMW unit, UMM unit, UMYF, 
and individuals for prayerful consideration of 
a monetary gift to our Conference MOP 
participant. Each youth who journeys on the 
Mission of Peace is expected to share their 
experience at least five times upon their 
return. 

Please see elsewhere in this pamphlet for 
information about how to support my 
ministry. 

 

NEW ENGLAND CCYM (CONFERENCE 

COUNCIL ON YOUTH MINISTRIES) 

ANNOUNCES 

MAGGIE SHOURDS 

OF MAINE  

AS REPRESENTATIVE TO THE 2019 

MISSION OF PEACE TO INDIA! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRUNSWICK UMC 

320 Church Road 

Brunswick, ME 04011 

(207) 725-2185 

 

 

  



MY BIOGRAPHY:  

Hi! My name’s Anna 
“Maggie” Stevens 
Shourds and I’m a 
Junior at Mt. Ararat 
High School in 
Topsham, Maine. I’m 
the only daughter of 
Gail and Glenn 
Stevens Shourds, but 
I do have three half-
brothers, the youngest being 20 years older 
than me. My parents and I recently moved 
our entire farm from southern Indiana to 
where we live now in Bowdoinham, Maine. 
We make both goat and cow cheeses, 
yogurt, and sell raw milk. We have a variety 
of animals and a small garden that will 
hopefully grow in the future.  

Church At Home And Beyond 

I’ve attended several different churches in 
my lifetime, most of them being United 
Methodist, and we were also home-
churched for a time. While this has been 
difficult in a few ways, I think it also helped 
shape me into not being dependent on the 
Church for ‘giving me Jesus’. I had to almost 
find him myself and I try to find ways where 
I can follow his teachings in my everyday 
life. I remember a few different camps that I 
went to, one being Camp Loucon in 
Kentucky. That was probably one of my 
favorites, although they were all fun in 
different ways. One of the best memories I 
have is from the very first year I went, I was 

about 8 years old at the time. The first night 
we had a tug of war contest between the 
campers and the councillors. A bunch of us 
fell down as the councillors dragged the 
rope toward them and it ran right across 
the back of my knee, giving me a pretty bad 
rope burn. It was hard for me to walk most 
of the rest of camp, but the girls that were 
in my room were so kind and helped me out 
the rest of the time we were there. If we 
were playing a game, they had me on one 
of the lower beds with ice under my knee 
and they would all sit on the floor so I could 
play with them. They would stay behind to 
help me walk wherever we were going. I 
still remember how kind they were to help 
me to this day. I think that’s something 
that’s made a big impression on me, even if 
it’s not something I’m always consciously 
aware of, and it helps me to be kind to 
others in need.  

Mission Work 

I’d never heard about Mission of Peace 
before moving to Maine, but when I did 
first hear about it from our District 
Superintendent, who thought I might like it, 
I was immediately interested. I don’t exactly 
remember when I first became interested in 
missions and helping others, but ever since I 
was very young, my mom and dad would 
help me buy the supplies and then pack 
boxes for Operation Christmas Child. My 
parents tell me that from the time I was 
very small, every time I see an opportunity 
to purchase food or a gift for someone else, 
I insisted we do so! As long as I can 

remember, we have supported Heifer 
Project, especially since I’ve grown up on 
my farm almost my entire life in buying 
usually one thing every year, which is 
something my grandparents do as well.  

While I’ve never been on a traditional 
mission trip, I’ve always wanted to. And 
while this isn’t that kind of mission trip, I 
think it’s a great start to continue my 
journey with Christ. I’m excited for this trip 
to India because I’m going to learn and 
experience so much that I wouldn’t be able 
to experience otherwise. I think that it’s 
really important, as someone is growing up, 
to experience things that aren’t familiar to 
them that can help widen their view of the 
world. I hope to continue going on trips and 
helping to promote Mission of Peace 
because it’s such an awesome opportunity 
for any youth! 

 

This sari was 
given to my 
grandmother 
by Miss Ella 
Perry, a 
woman from 
my mother’s 
childhood 
church who 
spent many 
years as a 
missionary in 
India. 


