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HOLY CONFERENCING IN OUR CHURCHES 2018 
 

GATHERING REFLECTION ON GOD’S WAY 
 

Come, my Way 

 my Truth, my Life: 

such a way 

as gives us breath, 

such a truth 

as ends all strife, 

such a life 

as killeth death. 
 

Come, my Light 

 my Feast, my Strength: 

such a light 

as shows a feast, 

such a feast 

as mends in length, 

such a strength 

as makes his guest. 
 

Come, my Joy, 

my Love, my Heart: 

such a joy 

as none can move, 

such a love 

 as none can part, 

such a heart 

as joys in love. 

 
 

--George Herbert’s ‘The Call’

 

CALL TO GOD’S WAY IN HOLY CONFERENCING 
 

Presider: Lead us, Lord. 
People: Lead us in your righteousness. 
Presider: Make your way plain before our faces. 
People: For it is you, Lord, you, Lord only who makes us to dwell in safety. 

Presider: In the midst of seeking your way for your church,  

 we trust that this is the day that the Lord has made. 

People: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

Lead me, Lord, lead me in thy righteousness, 

Make thy way plain before my face. 

For it is thou, Lord, thou, Lord only, 

that makest me dwell in safety. 
 

Presider: I hereby call the Church Conference of [church name] into session and ask for your response. 

People: We are here as a United Methodist community of God 

to account for our ministries, to order our life together, 

and to resolve that in the year ahead 

we will answer the call of Jesus Christ to his disciples, 

leading this church into active ministries of love, truth, and justice. 

Presider: Knowing that we are all called to ministry together, lay and clergy alike,  

let us enter into the business of your Church Conference. 

Proceed with much prayer, 
and your WAY will be made plain. 

-John Wesley 
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DISCERNMENT OF GOD’S WAY 
 

1. Election of Secretary  
 

2. Approval of Minutes of 2017 Church Conference 

 

• What are your churches top 2-3 priorities in ministry this year? 
 

3. Approval of Audit/Fund Balance Report from 2017 
 

 

Holy Conferencing Ministry Questions 

Presider: What do we give thanks for? 

 How has God’s Way been revealed and embraced since we last met? 
 

Scriptural Prayer 

Reader:   Our steps are made firm by the Lord, when God delights in our WAY; 

 though we stumble, we shall not fall headlong, for the Lord holds us 
  by the hand.  

People: Amen. --from Psalm 37.23-24 (NRSV, adapted) 
 

 

4. Trustee Report  

a. Has the congregation received any bequests from a will? Bequests from wills that have been 

received since the last Church Conference must be accepted by vote. 

b. Has the congregation used any capital for operating expenses from investments and/or 

endowments this year? If so, for what purposes and how much? 

c. Has the congregation spent any funds realized from the sale of a parsonage? If so, for what 

purpose and how much? Was this done with permission from the DS? 
 

5. Staff / Pastor Parish Relations Report 

Approval of Compensation for Pastor and Other Staff Appointed by the Bishop 

 

6. Finance Report 

Update on Year-to-Date Finances 

Approval of 2019 Budget if prepared  
   

 

Holy Conferencing Ministry Question 

Presider: What struggles and challenges do we pray about? How has God’s  

 Way closed behind/before the congregation?  
 

 

Scriptural Prayer 

Reader:   I [the Lord] am going to send an angel in front of you, 

 to guard you on the WAY & to bring you to the place that I have prepared. 

 Be attentive to him and listen to his voice;…. for my name is in him. 

People: Amen. --from Exodus 23.20-21 (NRSV, adapted) 
 

 

7. Lay Leadership / Nominations Report 

Election of Church Leaders and Trustees  
  

8. Lay Servants / Lay Speakers / Certified Lay Ministers Reports 

Approval and reaffirmation of any in these categories 
   

9. Candidates Reports 
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Examination and Paper Ballot Vote for any New Candidate for Ministry  

Examination and Recommendation of Candidates for Church Related Vocations  
     

10. Clergy Reports 

a. Retired Minister(s) Report 

b. Extension Minister(s) Report 

c. Pastor’s Report(s) with Membership Report 
  

11. Other business or additional remarks 
 

Holy Conferencing Ministry Question 

Presider: What are our hopes and dreams for the year(s) to come? 

 What ministry plan is in place to support these? 

 In what ways can we pray for & seek God’s Way in the year to come?  

 What is our prayer for the greater UMC’s Way Forward? 
 

Scriptural Prayer 

Reader:   Make me to know your WAYS, O Lord; teach me your paths. 

 Lead me in your truth, and teach me,  

 for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all day long. 

 God leads the humble in what is right, teaches the humble in the WAY. 

People: Amen. --from Psalm 25.4-5,9 (NRSV, adapted) 
 

 

TABLE FELLOWSHIP WITH THE PEOPLE OF THE WAY 
  

Lead me, Lord, lead me in thy righteousness, 

Make thy way plain before my face. 

For it is thou, Lord, thou, Lord only, 

that makest me dwell in safety. 
 

Presider: We do not presume to come to this table trusting in our own goodness 

 but rather trusting in God’s unfailing mercy.  

 We pray that God will hear us, heal us, and receive us through Jesus Christ. 
 

SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND PREPARATION 
 

 Hear the good news that Christ gave us the greatest love— 

 he laid down his life for his friends—for the followers of his Way. 

 In his name, you are forgiven! 
 

  All are welcome to the bread and cup of communion who desire to live in the way  

 of the love and peace of Jesus Christ that draws us into care for each other and all  

 the world.   
 

 On the night in which Jesus gave himself up for us, he took bread, 

 gave thanks to you, O God, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 

 "Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." 
   

 When the supper was over he took the cup, 

 gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 

"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

 poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

 Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 
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 And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 

 we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 

 as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us. 

TABLE FELLOWSHIP WITH THE PEOPLE OF THE WAY (CONT’D) 

 Pour out your Holy Spirit on us,  

 and on these gifts of bread and juice from the vine. 

 Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 

 that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed and set free. 
  

 Renew our communion with all your saints, 

 especially those whom we name before you aloud and in our hearts. 

 
 

Holy Conferencing Communion Question 

Presider: Who has passed into glory in the last year?  

 We remember them by name. 

Naming followed by silence. 
 

Scriptural Prayer 

Reader:   [Jesus said to his followers:] “…You know the WAY to the place  

 where I am going.”  Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know 

 where you are going. How can we know the WAY?” Jesus said to him, 

 “I am the WAY, and the truth, and the life.” 

People: Amen.  --from John 14.4-6a (NRSV, adapted) 
 

 

Presider: Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 

 strengthen us to seek your Way for us and for your world, 

 looking to Jesus--our Way, our Truth, and our Life. 

 By your Spirit make us one with Christ, 

 one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 

 until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 
 

 Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, 

 all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

BREAKING BREAD AND SHARING CUP 
 

SONG DURING COMMUNION:    GOD’S WAY IS OPENING 

 (Based on the Quaker understanding of ‘Way’ opening or closing. 

Written for a Way Forward for the People Called Methodist. Sung to: O WALY WALY) 

1) Integrity is on the line 

When cultures clash and truths collide; 

When word and law bring loss or life  

God’s Way is op’ning midst our strife. 
 

2) When threats & bribes sway heart & mind; 

When doubts hide faith we seek to find; 

When church is fractured by our will  

God’s Way is op’ning even still. 
 

3) When those within claim power to say 

Who has to go, who gets to stay; 

We ask who’s ‘other’? Who is ‘friend’? 

God’s Way is op’ning even then. 
 

4) When hearts of war are warmed toward peace; 

When prayers and listening increase; 

Gavels of grace replace our swords 

God’s Way is op’ning our way forward. 

5) When Jesus weeps, and wipes our tears; 
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When Spirit blows through locked-door fears; 

The still, small voice of God is heard; 

God’s Way is op’ning--hope’s assured. 

 

GOING FORTH IN GOD’S WAY 
 

FORMAL MOTION TO ADJOURN THE CHURCH CONFERENCE 

Presider:  As our time together comes to an end,  

 I declare this Church Conference adjourned. 

People: We are grateful for all that has transpired and we look to the  

 future filled with God’s possibilities for our ministry! 

 

BLESSING 

Presider: The best thing of all is God is with us. 

People: The best thing of all is God is with us.  Amen. 

 

OUR WORSHIP IS OVER. OUR SERVICE BEGINS. 

  

 

 

Opening quotation is #164 in the United Methodist Hymnal. 
 

The Call is inspired by ‘Lead Me, Lord’ on #473 in the United Methodist Hymnal.  The hymn is the same. 
 

Some of the transitional language for this document was taken from the script written by Marcia McFee for the Church 

Conference season of 2016. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving is Jill Colley Robinson’s adaptation of ‘Word and Table: Service I, For All Saints and Memorial 

Occasions’ in The United Methodist Book of Worship by Abingdon Press 1992, combined with an adaptation of ‘A 

Service of Word and Table V With Persons Who Are Sick Or Homebound’ in The United Methodist Hymnal by 

Abingdon Press 1989. 
 

‘God’s Way Is Opening’ was written by Rev. Jill Colley Robinson 2018. 
 

The Blessing is attributed to John Wesley. 


