APRIL 2022

MISSION RIPPLES
Commonwealth East District Newsletter

Note from the President
Change, it can be a very good thing, for example we have
changed seasons from winter to spring. A change that I look
forward to each year. While I do love the winter and the cozy
nights wrapped up in blankets; I also love the spring and the
milder temps and the promises to come with the nicer weather.
United Methodist Women is changing too! We have a new
name, new website and more great things to come. Our new
name is United Women in Faith. Did you know that our
wonderful organization has had 25 different names over the
many years? Some of the names we had a part in choosing and
some we did not. This change was very much planned and
controlled by us. We have been asking the home office for
many years to help us to get more women and younger women
to join our mission. They listened and have been working for
the past 5 years on just that. Interviewing and discussing what
works, and what needs updating.
For an organization as large as ours is, it will take some time for
all of the changes to be put in place. So far, our new name as
well as our new website uwfaith.org have been rolled out.
There you will see a totally new interface. The front pages
have “jargon” free language, but all of the necessary information
is there for experienced United Women of Faith to log into.
Mission u has also been modified. It will be on Social Justice
topics but now presented in a format for smaller groups to
utilize.

MISSION RIPPLES

This issue:
Note from the President
PAGE 01 - 02
Hattie B. Cooper
Community Center
PAGE 03
Welcome
PAGE 04
Social Justice
PAGE 05
2022 CE District Officers
PAGE 06
CE District Spring Meeting
PAGE 07

PAGE 01

We will be learning more about the wonderful changes and
updates when we attend the Assembly in Orlando, FL this May
20-22. I will gladly bring back all of the information I can and
share with you all. There have been several articles in recent
issues of Response Magazine on the re-branding of UMW. The
most recent issue, the April/May issue is free online. A great
introduction if you don’t already subscribe. That issue also
contains all of our mission giving facilities. A great resource.
The Commonwealth East district meeting is May 7th from
10am – noon. It will be in a Zoom format but we are seriously
considering our next fall meeting to be a hybrid of in-person
and zoom. It will be so wonderful to finally be able to get
together in person again. Our topic for May is Aging Gracefully
and we will be discussing eating healthy, exercise both physical
and for our minds. There is more information in this newsletter
on the meeting.
As I mentioned earlier our United Women in Faith are hosting
our largest meeting Assembly 2022 in Orlando, FL this May 2022. This event is held every 4 years and welcomes women from
all over the world to meeting in fellowship and learn and
worship with your peers. Registration is still open and available
at the website; they are offering in person and virtual. And you
can switch from one to another if needed. I highly recommend
attending Assembly if possible. It can take some planning to
save up but it is worth it!

"Our new
name is
United
Women in
Faith"

I hope to see you at our May 7th meeting. Please feel free to
contact me is you have any questions.
Peace,
Janice DiTullio
President, Commonwealth East District
58 Middlesex Avenue
Wilmington, MA 01887
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Hattie B. Cooper Community Center
Lillie Searcy, Executive Director
1891 Washington St.
Roxbury MA 02118
617-445-1813
Mission Statement:
Cooper Community Center is committed to providing children and youth with the strongest
developmental foundation to inspire a lifelong excitement for learning and the skills to become
caring and responsible citizens.
The Center began in 1916 by Methodist women in the church to serve children and families in the
Roxbury neighborhood of Boston. Today it provides childcare and after school programs for nearly
70 children.
What are ways we as United Women in Faith can support the Center?
Local units, please include in your yearly budget to Designated Giving. Due to COVID, requests for
cotton crib size to cot size blankets that are washable after each use from nap time to ensure
everyone’s safety and in staying healthy, no fleece material.
Also donate to their wish list: (suggestions) Clorox baby wipes, Clorox disinfecting-wipes, Bounty
paper towels, Tide or All detergent, sweatpants for ages 2 to 5, individual pencil boxes.
Please call ahead before dropping off items at the center.
Are you or do you know of anyone that are interested in serving on the Cooper Board (this is an
unpaid position). We are seeking women and men with all levels of gifts and work experience, ie:
Finance, Education, Human Resources.
Feel free to submit names and brief summary of your interest in supporting Cooper’s mission and its
programs to me at betlew35@icloud.com. Thank you for your support to the National Mission within
our Commonwealth East district.
Betty Lew
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Welcome to the Team
B Y J A N IC E D IT U L L I O
I want to introduce you to your newest team member Hee-Jung Chae!She is joining the
Commonwealth East team as the Communications Coordinator. She will be producing and
distributing the newsletter and maintaining our very important CE Roster. If you have any changes
in leadership or membership in your units you will need to keep Hee-Jung updated. We thank you
in advance for that assistance.
Commonwealth East has been doubly blessed since our last meeting and I want to introduce you
to our other newest team member Michelle Randazzo who is joining our team as the Social
Actions Coordinator. She will be working hard to keep us all informed on the many social action
items the United Women in Faith participate in.
While I am beyond happy to announce our two wonderful additions to our team, we do have one
more position to fill, SECRETARY. As I’m sure you are aware the secretary is a vital position to any
organization and the same is true for us. Responsibilities include taking notes at meetings and
distributing to the team in a timely manner as well as helping with some yearly reports. Training
is available. Please feel free to contact anyone on the team if you are interested. It is a great
group of women to join and work in mission with!
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Social Justice
B Y M IC H E L L E R A N D A Z Z O
Every year, women are invited to gather in their local units and communities for “A Call to Prayer
and Self-Denial,'' a faith-filled time to assemble with lifted hearts and hands before our Creator
God. Organized by United Methodist Women (United Women in Faith), the sisterhood observance
welcomes all to join in a celebration of selfless giving and spiritual communion with God. The
2022 theme, “Love, Justice and Service: Answering the Call,'' honors deaconesses and home
missioners who have said yes to the call God has placed on their lives.
On March 13 2022 Living Faith UMC, United Women in faith held their first ever Sunday to educate
and share to the church regarding this topic. You all are heartily welcomed into this holy moment
as well. We come together as one in spirit and in faith, on behalf of women, children and youth
across the globe.
Deaconesses are called by God to be in a lifetime relationship in the United Methodist Church for
engagement with a full-time vocation in ministries of love, justice and service. Together they form
a covenant community that is rooted in scripture, informed by history, driven by mission,
ecumenical in scope and global in outreach.
The first deaconesses were commissioned in the Methodist Episcopal Church in 1889 and in the
United Brethren tradition in 1897. Deaconesses pre-dated social workers and worked similar to
local missionaries bringing healing, services and advocacy to areas of extreme poverty in cities
throughout our country. Until 1927, deaconesses were required to wear nun-like garb, lived
together in deaconess homes and received $8 a month for living expenses. Marriage was not
allowed for deacons until 1959.
In the 20th century, the deaconess office, now supported by United Methodist Women, provided
the first place in our Methodist tradition for large numbers of women to perform full-time
ministries of service and justice. In 1950, there were 488 active and 261 retired deaconesses.
Methodist deaconesses were serving in about 60 types of work in 67 conferences; 47% of these
deaconesses were engaged in projects of the Woman’s Division, 21% in the local church, and 32%
in other Methodist or Methodist-related agencies.
Today, deaconesses and home missioners are theologically and vocationally trained lay men and
women who work in a wide variety of ministries of love, justice and service throughout the United
States and beyond. Deaconesses and home missioners of today work in vocations related to
education, healthcare, advocacy, environmental justice, poverty, community organizing,
immigration, administration and more! They are consecrated by the bishop to a lifetime of service
and are appointed to their ministries within the annual conference where they serve.
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Commonwealth East United Women in Faith Executive Team
2022 Slate of Officers
President:

Janice DiTullio
Wilmington United Methodist Church
978-658-8255
jdjhd@aol.com

Treasurer:

Jennifer Rajala
East Saugus United Methodist Church
781-231-1487
leila0430@comcast.net

Secretary:
Nominations Chairperson:

Position open
Position open

Spiritual Growth:

Gloria Barzey-Riley
Parkway United Methodist Church – Milton
617-869-9687
esa.griley@gmail.com

Education & Interpretation:

Marta E. Rodriguez
Holbrook United Methodist Church
617-763-2212
martae.rodriguez@gmail.com

Social Action:

Michelle Randazzo
Living Faith United Methodist Church - Ipswich/Beverly
978-471-2547
umw@living-faithumc.org

Cooper Representative:

Betty Lew
Community United Methodist Church - Brighton
617-735-7449
betlew35@icloud.com

Program Resources:

Judith Rachdorf
Wilmington United Methodist Church
978-658-2372
jrachdorf@verizon.net

Program Support:

Ginger Livingstone
Community United Methodist Church - Wayland
508-653-0577
gliving3@gmail.com

Committee on Nominations:

Positions open (at least 3)

Communication:

Hee-Jung Chae
St. John's Korean United Methodist Church - Lexington
617-733-9790
chae.heejung@gmail.com
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