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Note from the Presidents 
 
Here we are getting ready for our fall CE District meeting already.  To me, it seems like 
just yesterday that we were having our spring meeting on surviving COVID.    
 
Our November 6th meeting will be on “Love in Action”.  It is a part of our motto “Faith, 
Hope and Love in Action” but a vital part.  We are looking for a member of each unit to 
speak to what that means to the unit.  Perhaps you see it as a mission statement, 
perhaps it is in a meal program you support or work done with local children.  I am 
looking forward to hearing the many ways that UMW are putting Love in Action! 
 
I hope you will check out the flyer in this newsletter with the registration information 
included.  We were so hopeful that it could be an in-person meeting however; taking 
all the best information available we have determined that a Zoom meeting format was 
best for now. 
 
This is also our business meeting for the year.  We will be presenting the 2022 budget 
to be approved as well as the slate of officers for the upcoming year.  You will find 
copies of both of these documents in this newsletter.  If you are interested in joining 
our great team, we do have a few critical positions open and would welcome new 
members.  The positions are: Secretary, Communications and Nominations Chair.  We 
will provide training for all positions.  You just need to get in touch with any member 
of the current board and let them know you would be interested in joining us! 

 
There are some important dates that I want to let you know about to add to your 
calendars:   
 

• Registration for Assembly in Orlando FL 5/20-22/2022 began on September 
1st and runs through November 30th.  WWW.ASSEMBLY2022.ORG Go to 
the UMW website UnitedMethodistWomen.org for complete information. 

• Conference Annual meeting 10/23/2021 which has changed from in-person 
to a Zoom meeting format.   See flyer in this newsletter. 

http://www.assembly2022.org/


• CE District fall meeting: November 6th 10am-12pm.  Zoom format, see flyer 
in this newsletter. 

 
I hope to get to see you at our November 6th meeting.   
 
Blessings, 
Janice DiTullio     
 
 

 

 
 
  

Change Is Inevitable  

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 

Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.” 

(English Standard Version, James 1:17) I thank God for the learning and 

connectional opportunities, for staunch UMW like Marva Bodden who 

encouraged me to join almost 30 years ago and Joyce McNeil, for her 

unwavering support and teachings.  I have enjoyed the various leadership roles 

held within the district since joining Metro Boston Hope UMW in 2009 and the 

co presidency, since the transition to the Commonwealth East.  Change is 

inevitable, but God is constant. 

This marks my final posting for this newsletter.  After prayerful discernment 

and due to other commitments, I made the decision to step down and not 

continue to serve at the district level next year.  This decision was even more 

difficult because of existing vacancies within the team.  Please consider raising 

your hand to fill one of the vacant positions or to nominate someone before or 

during our fall meeting.  I remain committed to the PURPOSE and Mission of 

the UMW.  Thank you for your continued support.   

See you around! 

Marie Wagner-Clarke 
CED UMW CO-President  



EDUCATION & INTERPRETATION  
 
United Methodist Women's Sunday Did you know that there’s a United Methodist Women's Sunday? 
Your local UWM group can prepare and conduct a service that celebrates your work any Sunday of the 
year. Your pastor would be delighted to have a Sunday free to enjoy the worship service put on by your 
UMW group. It’s a great opportunity for your UMW group to celebrate your accomplishments of the 
past year with your Church community.  It’s also a great public announcement about the work the UMW 
does in your community and around the world. 
 

Suggestions for Observing United Methodist Women's Sunday 
 

 1.  Plan for most UMW members to participate in the worship service: worship leaders, choir, 
special music, greeters, ushers, speaker, skit, etc. 
2.  Make it a special day for UMW members. Have them wear hand-made corsages, ribbons, 
badges, "uniform attire," such as special T-shirts. Members with Special Recognition pins should wear 
them. 
3. Present Special Recognition Pins and other awards, if any. 
4. Display the Purpose. 
5. Have a special display of UMW scrapbooks, photos of past members/activities , mission 
outreach projects, Response magazine, Reading Program books, Mission Study books, information about 
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House, Cunningham Children's Home, collecting Box Tops for 
Education, "Where the Money Goes," Twenty Questions Leaflets, Pledge and Membership Leaflet, Gift 
in Memory, and Gift to Mission cards. 
6. Have a poster listing the special district and conference activities available each year: Spiritual 
Growth Retreat (Conf. and Dist.), Personal Growth Day, Spring Meeting, Mission u, Annual Meeting 
(Conf. and Dist.), Assembly (every four years) List UMW websites. 
7. Bulletin inserts about history of your local unit, about present UMW and circles, if any, telling 
the time and meeting place. 
8.  Have an insert form to be filled out by women who may be interested in joining or getting more 
information. 
9.  Recognize the oldest and youngest members of the UMW; mother/daughter/grandmother 
members. 
10.  Have a fellowship reception for the entire congregation after the service, hosted by your unit. 
11.  Make this a special day, a day to let others know that UMW is important, a day to attract new 
members. 
 
(Source: https://www.igrc.org/umw_resources). You can use the United Methodist Women Program Resource 

2021-2022 or earlier versions to help you create a meaningful service. You can purchase the program on the e-
store for $10.00. Here’s the link: https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/program-resource-healingjoy. 
 
Another helpful link is https://www.eocumc.com/canal/_umw/UMWSunday2021.pdf. Remember that you can 
pick any Sunday to celebrate being part of UMW demonstrating “all the love in action” works that your unit has 
done or are planning to do. 

 
Agape to all members of the CE District United Methodist Women. 
Marta E Rodriguez, 
Education & Interpretation  
Holbrook UMC 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/program-resource-healingjoy


THE PURPOSE 
 

United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God 

and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, 

supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global 

ministries of the church. 

 

 

District Treasurer News 

It might seem early but I wanted to remind everyone to get their pledges into Jennifer 

Rajala your District Treasurer.  The upcoming holidays and seasonal events keep us 

all very busy so if you could get your pledges in by December 10th it will assist 

Jennifer and the Conference Treasurer immensely.  Thank you in advance for your 

assistance! 

 

 

 

Staying current and informed can be challenging, but thankfully learning about what we do and 
what the UMW has to offer has never been easier. Don’t worry if you are not on Facebook, 
https://www.facebook.com/UMWomen/ is an excellent source for staying connected, learning 
about events and sharing ideas.  At https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/mission-studies 
learn how members prepare for faithful living and action by engaging in transformative 
educational experiences.  If you’d like to participate in learning opportunities, contact 
ymoore@unitedmethodistwomen.org to receive notifications of upcoming events.  Other ways 
to stay connected include joining local, district and conference meetings.  Video meetings and 
conference calls have made it possible for more of us to stay connected.  It can be 
overwhelming, but help is usually not far away if we ask. 
  

 
Welcome to the first edition of Mission Ripples, your Commonwealth East (CE) 
District Newsletter.  I know that we have produced a couple of previous newsletters 
but this is the first with our new name!  I wanted to thank the lovely women who 
made fabulous suggestions for our newsletter.  We took a little from one and a little 
from another one and came up with Mission Ripples.  Which is very appropriate as 
that is how our district came to be, when they downsized from nine districts to 
seven, we were formed from a little of that district and a little of this district and 
viola Commonwealth East!  



 

 
 

Commonwealth East - Program Resources - Fall 2021 

It's hard to believe this year is drawing to a close.  The time has come to look over what we have read 

this year and be counted for our reading awards.  If you have completed one of the reading programs 

this year, please let your Program Resources person know so you can be properly recognized at our 

Spring meeting.  Information can be emailed to me, Judy Rachdorf, jrachdorf@verizon.net. 

You can find information on the Reading Program, including book lists for 2021 and previous years at: 

unitedmethodistwomen.org/reading program 

To read articles from (or subscribe) Response Magazine: unitedmethodistwomen.org/response 

Where to get books:  Many churches have their own small libraries.  Local libraries have many of the 

books too.  Christianbooks.com and other online retailers; as well as local bookstores. 

Amazon: if you order from them, go to smile.Amazon.com and select United Methodist Women as your 

charitable organization.  For all eligible purchases Amazon will donate 0.5 % to United Methodist 

Women. 

The snow is coming ..... great days ahead for curling up with a good book!  And books make great gifts.  

Be sure to check out the great children's books too.  If you read to a child of grandchild, that book also 

counts for credit for you! 

Books from previous years count too (as long as you haven't already counted them).  And if you 

participated in Mission U, the Mission U books each count as two. 

Program Resource people:  be sure to let me know about the readers in your unit by the end of 

December.  I don't need a list of the books - just a count. 

There are some great books on the list --- dig in! 

 

Judy Rachdorf, Program Resources, Commonwealth East 

 

 

 

    

PROGRAM RESOURCES 



COMMONWEALTH EAST UMW EXECUTIVE TEAM 

2022 Slate of Officers 

 

President:   Janice DiTullio 
  Wilmington United Methodist Church 
  978-658-8255   jdjhd@aol.com 
Treasurer:   Jennifer Rajala 
  East Saugus United Methodist Church 
  Phone: 781-231-1487  leila0430@comcast.net 
Secretary       Position open 

Nominations Chairperson     Position open 

 
Spiritual Growth:     Gloria Barzey-Riley  
  Parkway United Methodist Church – Milton  
  617-869-9687   esa.griley@gmail.com 
Education & Interpretation: Marta E. Rodriguez 
  Holbrook United Methodist Church  
  617-763-2212   martae.rodriguez@gmail.com 
Social Action:   Joan Joyce 
  East Saugus United Methodist Church 
  617-686-5526   jojoy0225@yahoo.com 
Cooper Representative:  Betty Lew 
  Community United Methodist Church - Brighton 
  617-735-7449   betlew35@icloud.com 
Program Resources:  Judith Rachdorf 
  Wilmington United Methodist Church  
  978-658-2372  jrachdorf@verizon.net 
Program Support:   Ginger Livingstone 
  Community United Methodist Church - Wayland 
  508-653-0577   gliving3@gmail.com  
 
Committee on Nominations     Positions open (at least 3) 
Communication       Position open 
 
 

 

  

mailto:jdjhd@aol.com
mailto:leila0430@comcast.net
mailto:esa.griley@gmail.com
mailto:martae.rodriguez@gmail.com
mailto:jojoy0225@yahoo.com
mailto:betlew35@icloud.com
mailto:jrachdorf@verizon.net
mailto:gliving3@gmail.com


  

COMMONWEALTH EAST DISTRICT UMW

PROPOSED 2022 BUDGET

OFFICER'S EXPENSES 2021 ACTUAL 2022 BUDGET

TRAVEL 0.00 200.00               

POSTAGE 38.89 75.00                 

LITERATURE/BOOKS 0.00 100.00               

COPYING/SUPPLIES 111.00 75.00                 

AUDIT 0.00 150.00               

TOTAL: 149.89 600.00               

DISTRICT PROGRAMMING

SPRING MEETING 500.00               

SPEAKER 250.00

MEETING BOOKLET 0.00

MEALS 0.00

DONATION TO CHURCH 0.00

ORGANIST 0.00

POSTAGE/SUPPLIES 0.00

MISC EXPENSES 0.00

TOTAL 250.00 500.00               

ANNUAL FALL MEETING 700.00               

SPEAKERS 0.00

MEETING BOOKLET 0.00

MEALS 0.00

DONATION TO CHURCH 0.00

ORGANIST 0.00

POSTAGE/SUPPLIES 121.99

MISC EXPENSES 0.00

TOTAL 121.99 700.00               

LEADERSHIP 

LEADERSHIP TRAINING 0.00 100.00               

TOTAL 0.00 100.00               

DISTRICT NEWSLETTER

POSTAGE 0.00 75.00                 

PRINTING/COPYING 0.00 75.00                 

TOTAL 0.00 150.00               

DISTRICT ROSTER 100.00               
POSTAGE

PRINTING

TOTAL 100.00               

TOTAL PROGRAMMING 2,150.00            

EDUCATION & ENRICHMENT

DISTRICT PRESIDENT REGISTRATION TO ANNUAL CONF.- 0.00 500.00               

SPECIAL MISSION GIFTS 0.00 100.00               

MISC 0.00 50.00                 

TOTAL 0.00 650.00               

GRAND TOTAL BUDGET FOR 2022 521.88 2,800.00            

2021 Pledge to NEC UMW Mission Giving $6,000.00

SUBMITTED BY: DISTRICT TREASURER: JENNIFER RAJALA   



Hattie B. Cooper 
National Mission 

 

Hattie B. Cooper Community Center  
Lillie Searcy, Executive Director  
1891 Washington St. 
Roxbury MA 02118 
617-445-1813 
 

Mission Statement: 

Cooper Community Center is committed to providing children and youth with the strongest 
developmental foundation to inspire a lifelong excitement for learning and the skills to become caring 
and responsible citizens. 
 
The Center began in 1916 by Methodist women in the church to serve children and families in the 
Roxbury neighborhood of Boston. Today it provides childcare and after school programs for nearly 80 
children. 
 
One word in the UMW purpose. . .mission. What can you do? ACT. 
 
Local units, please include in your yearly budget to support the center in Designated Giving. 
 
Due to COVID, requests for cotton crib size to cot size blankets that are washable after each use from 
nap time to ensure everyone’s safety and in staying healthy, no fleece material. 
 
Also donate to their wish list: (suggestions) Clorox baby wipes, Clorox disinfecting-wipes, Bounty paper 
towels, Tide or All detergent, sweatpants for ages 2 to 5, individual pencil boxes. Please call ahead 
before dropping off items at the center. 
 
Are you or do you know of anyone, women and men, that are interested in serving on the Cooper 
Board? Feel free to submit names to me at betlew35@icloud.com 
 
Thank you for your support to the National Mission within our Commonwealth East district. 
 
Betty Lew 

 
  

mailto:betlew35@icloud.com


2021 Requirements for a Mission Today Organization        

Gold Group----------  Complete 8 of the top 13 and another 8 from those numbered 14-25.             

Silver Group---------  Complete 6 of the top 13 and another 6 from those numbered 14-25      

Bronze Group--------  Complete 4 of the top 13 and another 4 from those numbered 14-25 
 
__1.  Conduct a program that addresses one of the two 2021-2024 Social Justice Priorities: Climate Justice 

with particular focus on Just Energy 4 All campaign or Mass Incarceration/Criminalization of communities of 

Color, with a particular focus on the interrupting School of Prison Pipeline campaign. 

__2. Conduct a Mission U study or have at least one member attend Mission U. 

__3.  Promote Mission U and offer scholarships for attendees. 

__4.  Contribute funds to be a 5 Star Group (give to all five areas of Mission Giving). 

__ 5.  Add at least two new members to your membership rolls. 

__ 6. Plan a Spiritual Retreat or Day Apart for the local women or participate in such event. 

__ 7. Conduct a program or implement the Charter for Racial Justice in at least one way during the year. 

__ 8 Promote our history and support the Legacy Fund. 

__ 9. Support financially/in-kind to Hattie B. Cooper Community Center 

__ 10.   Use the Prayer Calendar at each meeting and pray for those in mission. 

__ 11.   Include a “Response Moment” at each meeting, or an article from Response used to “tell the mission 

story”. 

__ 12.   Read or sing the United Methodist Women’s Purpose at each meeting. 

__ 13.   The group will make a pledge to mission. 

 

__14.  Have at least 2 members (other than a dist. or conf. officer) attend the NECUMW Annual Mtg. 

__15.  Plan and participate in a United Methodist Women’s Sunday.   

__16.  Have at least 1 member join the UM Women’s Action Network and respond to 3 legislative issues.   

__17.  Correspond with five (5) persons listed in the Prayer Calendar. 

__18.  Co-sponsor with the local church a Children’s Sabbath (information at Children’s Defense Fund) 

__19.  Have at least three women participate in the Reading Program. 

__20.  Have at least two members subscribe to Response Magazine. 

__21.  Have at least two people attend a District meeting (not including District or Conference officers). 

__22.  Have at least 2 women volunteer at a local Food Bank, Feeding program, Women’s shelter etc. that 

support     women and children. 

__23.  Use at least two programs or themes from the Program Book for your group meetings. 

__24.  Make available scholarships to Mission U for young women ages 12-25   

__25.  Conduct a meeting in which two books from the Reading Plan are reviewed and/or discussed by a group. 

 

Throughout the year check off completed requirements and send this completed form to:                                                                

by December 31.   
 

 Signed   ________________________ (Your District E&I Coordinator) 

 

Church name  ____________________Local group President’s name_________________________ 

 

Location of Church  __________________________Submitted by_____________________________ 

               (District E&I Coordinator) 



New England Conference United Methodist Women Annual Meeting 
October 23, 2021 

Online via ZOOM 9:30 morning session, lunch break, afternoon session 
 

Helping Children through Tough Times 

 
Registration: DEADLINE to Register is October 18, 2021 

 

• There is no cost for this meeting but registration is required to access. 

• NEC UMW Gathering will be virtual via Zoom 

• You must register to get the Zoom link which will be sent out via email by Oct 21st. 

• Registering as a group is strongly encouraged. 

• The number of Zoom connections will be limited to improve connection experience for all. 

• Locals should consider gathering in groups to participate in this meeting as local rules allow. 
 
How to register: 
 
Email Marcia Hoyt, marciahoyt@aol.com Our Registrar for this Gathering 
Include in Email: Your Name, Church and Local, Mailing address, phone number 
Include the names and contact info for all women who will be participating with you 
 
DEADLINE to Register: October 18, 2021. This will allow us to send out Zoom links by October 21st. 
New England Conference United Methodist Women Annual Meeting October 23, 2021 Online via ZOOM 
9:30 morning session, lunch break, afternoon session 
 
Marcia Hoyt 
8 Bacon Street 
Natick MA 01760 
508-655-0077  
 



 


