
Friends:  
 
United Methodists appreciate the value of good training. In October 2015, the 
Vision Table of the Northeastern Jurisdiction is offering an opportunity for 
learning unlike any you’ve experienced in church circles. It’s an event you and 
the emerging leaders of your annual conference will not want to miss. 
 
On Oct. 2-4, more than 600 people will meet at the Hershey Inn in Hershey, Pa., 
for a Conference on Transformational Leadership, whose theme is “See. Know. 
Love.” The speakers will include: 
 

• Fiona Haworth, a spirit-filled, hospitality-driven corporate executive who 
brings the best of the boardroom to the church; 

• The Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber, a visionary, boundary-breaking Lutheran 
pastor; and 

• Leaders from The Chapel, a United Methodist church that is revolutionizing 
discipleship. 

 
These three presenters will join in a new kind of Christian conferencing with the 
Rev. Albert D. Mosley, president of a Gammon Theological Seminary, and 
conference participants. In addition to these vibrant conversations, the emerging 
leaders will be able to choose from more than 25 practicums that allow them to 
think new thoughts and pursue transformative ministry. 
 
Prior to the conference, Bishop Gary E. Mueller of the Arkansas Conference will 
offer, by invitation only, training for extended Cabinets, conference and district 
lay leaders and Board of Ordained Ministry members. On Oct. 1 and the morning 
of Oct. 2, they’ll explore ways to take significant steps in creating vital 
congregations that make disciples for Jesus Christ, who make disciples equipped 
to transform lives, communities and the world.  
 
Registration will open in February. We’ll keep you informed. But we wanted you 
to be able to set aside time for this special event. The costs will include: $25 for 
registration; $80 for meals for the pre-conference; and $140 for the meal plan for 
the main conference. Rooms are $159 a night. 
 
Input for this unique event has been sought from leaders throughout the 
jurisdiction and the practicums will be led by people who immerse themselves 
daily in deep discipleship. Leading the planning team is Ann Pearson 
(ann.pearson@nyac-umc.com), the Revs. Tom Salsgiver 
(tsalsgiver@susumc.org) and David Simpson (dsimpson@bwcumc.org), along 
with Bishops Sandra Steiner Ball and Marcus Matthews.  
 



The year ahead promises to be a full and exciting one. The Northeastern 
Jurisdictional Conference on Transformational Leadership will be one of the 
highlights. You’ll be hearing much more about the event in the weeks and 
months ahead. A save-the-date flyer is attached. We hope you’ll spread the news 
to your colleagues in ministry. 
 
Blessings, 
Melissa Lauber 
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