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Our Mission

To lead the CMA
district churches
and pastors into

becoming Movers
and Shakers (peo-

ple who initiate ac-
tions and get
things done)

through the trans-
formation of the

world for the glory
of God.

I was sitting at my desk, desperate to hear God one more time. For

a few months, things weren’t going so well at the church, and I

was getting discouraged and worried. I looked at the wall behind

me and saw the Wesley covenant prayer Bishop Weaver had given

me when I was ordained an elder (I know he has done this with

many other clergy as well). Of course I believed there was power

in prayer. But I never thought God would actually take me seri-

ously when I prayed that prayer. So, out of the depths of whatever

I was feeling that day, I repeated the prayer. I did this for a couple

of months. Things got better at the church quickly. The church was

healthier, better, and growing. I was feeling great and thankful

about it. Others were also praying for me and the church. A few

of us gathered every Sunday before worship to pray. In December

of that year, I received a call to come to New England and become

a District Superintendent. My heart was torn between staying and

leaving. 

Trusting in God, I remembered praying Wesley’s covenant

prayer and what that meant, and I said yes. Since then, I have lived

parts of this prayer every day. I am grateful God heard my prayer,

but now I am certain of two things: 1) There is power in every

prayer, and 2) Only ask of God what you are prepared to answer.

Below is Wesley’s prayer, which I hope will continue to guide my

life in the years to come:

I am no longer my own, but thine.
Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt.
Put me to doing, put me to suffering.
Let me be employed for thee or laid aside for thee,
exalted for thee or brought low for thee.
Let me be full, let me be empty.
Let me have all things, let me have nothing.
I freely and heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and disposal.
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Note to Pastors: Please include these articles in your

own newsletters to your churches. 
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Upcoming Events in the District

January 10, 2015

Free-for-All Breakfast

Tailgating starts early at January’s FREE
breakfast, “Eggses and Os,” where you will
enjoy a football-themed array of homemade

pancakes, waffles, eggs, oatmeal, bacon, po-
tatoes, and more. And did we mention that it’s

FREE?
8-10:30am

Aldersgate UMC (North Reading)

January 16, 2015

Open Mic Night

Do you have musical talent you would like to
share? Do you just enjoy watching talented

musicians perform original and favorite
music? Join us for an entertaining evening.

Coffee and dessert bar available. 
7pm

Aldersgate UMC (North Reading)

January 23-24, 2015

“Laugh Your Way to a Better Marriage” 

Seminar

Leominster UMC is co-sponsoring this fun
and highly informative event for singles and
couples. Mark Gungor’s entire seminar, in-

cluding the sessions “The Tale of Two Brains”
and “The #1 Key to Incredible Sex,” is now on

DVD and will be presented by Steve & Jan
Misarski, who will walk you through this life-
changing experience. $20 per person; child

care is available on Saturday only. To register,
go to www.leominsterumc.org/MarriageEvent
or call 978-582-7777. For more information,

contact Scott Newcombe at 617-314-2231 or
scott@newcombefamily.org.

Friday, 7-9pm

Saturday, 9am-12:30pm

Pilgrim Covenant Church (Lunenberg)

And now, O glorious and blessed God, Father, Son
and Holy Spirit, 
thou art mine, and I am thine. 
So be it. 
And the covenant which I have made on earth, 
let it be ratified in heaven. 
Amen. 

Have a blessed and God-led year,

René A. Perez

continued from previous page

d Trivia  c

Which country celebrates Epiphany as a public 

holiday?

The first person to correctly answer this month’s question

will receive honorable mention in the next newsletter.

Reply to holly@mslaw.edu

Please write “Trivia Question” in the subject.

Answer to Last Month’s Trivia Question

The question was: Which Christmas hymn or carol is
considered to be the first? 

“The Huron Carol,” by Saint John de Brebeuf, Jesuit mis-

sionary to the Huron Indians. Father de Brebeuf wrote

the Christmas hymn “Jesous Ahatonnia” (“Jesus is Born”)

in the Huron language, which he adapted from a 16th

century French folk song. Father de Brebeuf worked with

the Hurons from 1626 to 1649, when he was burned at

the stake by the Iroquois. (www.adoremus.org)

continued on page 3

From the Throne of Puntius Pilate

Q: Who was the greatest female financier in the
Bible?
A: Pharaoh’s daughter: she went down to the
bank of the Nile and picked up a little prophet.



Congregations have to study their own communities

in order to minister most effectively.  The word

“exegesis” literally means a critical interpretation.

Through careful, sensitive and critical observation, and

interpretation of your neighborhood congregations can

discern the truth of God’s presence where they live.

A good biblical example is found in the methodol-

ogy of Apostle Paul described in Acts 17:16–32.

Paul arrives in Athens and begins to engage the

communities there. Rather than approach each commu-

nity with a plan that worked in the city before, Paul

adapts. When preaching to the Jews in Antioch, Paul

uses Old Testament Scripture – something that would

have made sense to them. In Athens, his starting point

is very different; his speech before the crowds incor-

porates poetry and philosophy in his argument. He ap-

proaches them not as “other” but as the “same as

himself” and includes them into Gods family. He cen-

ters on their struggle and relates to their questions of

meaning. When He is ready, Paul demonstrates that

their ways need to change because in practice they

overlook the God whom they are seeking. Finally, He

brings in Jesus as the demonstration of the truth of his

position and understanding of God.

Paul’s exegesis of the Athenian community re-

minds us that communities look different from context

to context. Simply cloning other successful models is

unlikely to work. When it comes to the Kingdom of

God, uniformity is not a value.

Community exegesis provides insights for a con-

gregation to discern if they are relevant to the commu-

nity they claim to serve. The perception a congregation

has of its community is often wrong and based on

faulty assumptions. A congregation’s contextual rele-

vance should be demographically similar to its geo-

graphic community or the missional groups that it has

served over the years and be reflective of the people

they seek to serve in gender, age, race/ethnicity, socioe-

conomics, and lifestyle.

Communities, whether urban, suburban, small

town, or rural, are constantly transitioning and chang-

ing. The key to doing effective community exegesis is

to discover the real needs of real people and meet them

in real time and places.  Congregations must discover

the boundaries of the ministry con-

text and become aware of the sub-

cultures. They must be able to pinpoint key places

where people of the community gather to share infor-

mation (grocery store, schools, self-service laundry, gas

station, banks, etc.).  Congregations must look beyond

their own walls and into the community.

Listed below are some questions that serve to shape

a community exegesis.

1. Where are the places of life, hope, beauty or

community in this neighborhood?

2. Where is evidence of struggle, despair, neglect

and alienation found in the community?

3. How many lives are being transformed through

your ministries?  Is that number increasing or

decreasing?

4. What is the new outreach ministry we are called

to pioneer?  How do we reach people in the

community that we are not currently serving?

5. Where do people gather?

6. What are the conditions of the houses in the

community?  How many are new construction

within the last ten years? What is the condition

of the “older” homes?

7. Where are the schools in terms of distance from

the church?

8. What type of area is the church located, rural,

suburban, inner city?

9. Who are the people that make up the popula-

tion?  What is the primary cultural, economic,

ethnic constituency?

10. Is the area declining or growing, new people

moving in or residents moving out?

11. Where do you find God’s presence?

And finally – gather a group together and travel

about in your community and see for yourself!

The Rev. Dr. Scott Stewart is a United Methodist
Elder, Pastor of the United Church of Clinton, MA,
and Member of the CMA District Congregational De-
velopment Team.

Community Exegesis 

By Scott Stewart
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Upcoming Events
continued from page 2

Save the Date!

February 28, 2015

District Leadership Resource Day

Bob Farr is director of congregational excel-
lence in the Missouri Conference of The United
Methodist Church. Frequent speaker and semi-

nar leader, he is also the author of Get Their

Name and Renovate or Die: 10 Ways to Focus

Your Church on Mission, both co-authored with
Kay Kotan, published by Abingdon Press.

Time TBD

Leominster UMC

Reminder: All churches are invited to submit
announcments of upcoming events. Please

send text only (no PDFs) to
holly@mslaw.edu. Include date and location.


