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CLERGY

Howard Eugene Benson

Admired as both a parish pastor and a district superintendent, Howard was born on
November 2, 1920 in Sidney, ME to Harold and Ella Cowan Benson. After graduating
from Williams High School in Oakland, ME, he earned degrees at Gorham Teachers
College and Boston University School of Theology. He also studied Philosophy and
Religion at Colby College.

Howard was ordained deacon in l953 and elder in 1956 in the former Maine
Conference. His first parish was in Randolph (1950-54), followed by Dexter (1955-58),
and Kittery (1959-64). He was instrumental in establishing the new churches at
Rockland and Old Town, the latter of which he served for eleven years, 1965-76.

Howard then became Northern Maine District Superintendent (1976-81). His last appointment was to Brewer,
1982-88, from which he retired in 1988 after 37 years of ministry. He also served the Maine Conference on the
Board of Ordained Ministry, as well as the Minimum Salary Commission and the Board of Trustees. Howard is
remembered as one whose “love and exceptional caring” was “always available to people in both community and
church.”

At age 92, Howard died on May 1, 2013 in Bangor. His service was held at Old Town UMC on May 10, with the
Revs. Tracy Reeves and Joan DeSanctis officiating. Burial was at the Cowan Family Cemetery, Sidney. Howard is
survived by his wife of 58 years, Eva, of Bangor, ME; two sons: David and his friend Annamarie Parsons, and
Timothy of Milford; two daughters: Kathy and her spouse Donna of Bangor, and Karen and her husband Ed
Delaware; and six grandchildren.  Howard was predeceased by his first wife, Esther J. Christensen and four sis-
ters: Catherine, Ruth, Grace, and Christina, and daughter-in-law Katherine Benson. 

Emory Lee Bothast

Successful in his careers in both parish ministry and insurance underwriting, Lee was
born on June 26, 1929 in Union City, Indiana to Charles Lee and Mirl Bothast. After
graduating from Union City High School in 1946, he joined the US Navy and served
in communications on the USS Salem 1946-53. He then earned a B.S. in Business
Administration at Boston University in 1958, followed by an M.Div. at BU School of
Theology in 1964. 

After ordination as a deacon in 1959 and elder in 1964 by Bishop John Wesley Lord,
Lee served as Associate Pastor at Weston (MA) UMC, and Pastor in Milford and
Keene, NH, and Westfield, MA. During these years he did graduate work in Group

Dynamics at Keene State College, which led to being invited to conduct a pilot project nationwide with
Transamerica Occidental Company. In 1975, he accepted voluntary location from the NE Conference and moved
to California.  There he became the Associate VP of Training with Transamerica, a position he held until 1982. He
then went on to become a Certified Life Underwriter (CLU) with a successful practice in Pasadena, CA.

Lee was also a member of the Pasadena Methodist Foundation, the Bio-Ethics Committee of the Huntington
Memorial Hospital, and a member of the Spiritual Care Services of the visitation program by pastors. In the words
of his wife, “he leaves behind a legacy of love, faith and inspiration leading from an exemplary life.”

Lee died in Pasadena on January 3, 2013. His memorial service was held at First UMC, with the Rev. John
Woodard presiding. Burial was at San Gabriel (CA) Cemetery. Lee is survived by his wife, Joan (Rapp) Bothast; a
son, Emory Lee Bothast II, and his wife, Samantha; a daughter, Laura Lee Fitzpatrick and her husband, John, and
five grandchildren. 
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George Eugene Malloch Bullens

For over 50 years, George saw himself as a “custodian of the New Eden” (God’s garden
on earth), and sent to “tend the waters of life,” to reach for the redemptive answers to
life’s most perplexing questions,” and to share “our precious Wesleyan heritage.” He was
born on May 30, 1920 in Boston to George A. and Amelia (Malloch) Bullens. After
graduation from Eastport, (ME) High School, George served in the US Army as a ser-
geant in the Intelligence Division from 1947 to 1950. During his first year in the Army
he met and married Barbara Leland in Trenton, ME.

Having already answered God’s call to ministry, George became a local pastor in the
Maine Annual Conference in Ellsworth, ME (1944-45). After his army service, he con-
tinued his education at Boston University School of Theology and earned his degree at Bangor Seminary in 1956.
He pastored in Greenville Junction (1950-53) Saco (1953-56), First UMC, Bangor (1956-63), Auburn (1963-71),
Rumford (1971-74), School Street UMC, Gorham (1974-84), South Paris (1984-85), and finally, First UMC, South
Portland (1985-90). George was also the Maine Conference secretary. After retirement, he served community
churches in the Buxton, ME area. A student of classical music, George played both the piano and the violin. He
also enjoyed boating and camping.

George died on May 2, 2013 in Falmouth, ME. His funeral was held on May 6 at Cressey Road UMC, Gorham,
ME, with the Rev. Linwood Arnold officiating. Burial was in Trenton, ME. George is survived by his wife of 65
years, Barbara Bullens, of Falmouth; his three children: Ralph Bullens of Ft. Myers, FL, Charles and his wife,
Patricia, of Boonton, NJ, and Elizabeth Smith and her husband Stuart of Williston, VT; 5 grandchildren and 4
great-grandchildren. 

William Alan Chamberlain

Grounded in church at an early age and blessed with many talents for ministry, Bill was born on July 8, 1922 in
Norwalk, CT. In high school he was active with the Epworth League at the Norwalk Church, worked at his local
church office, and considered entering the ministry. His initial higher education at Bates College, Lewiston,
Maine, however, was interrupted in 1943 by service in the US Army in Europe.  Returning home to graduate from
Bates in 1948, he became a chemist for Brown Company, Berlin, NH.

Bill’s involvement in worship and church school at his local church in Berlin helped to clarify his call to ministry.
He was ordained deacon in 1953 in the former Maine Conference, and elder in 1955. While attending Boston
University School of Theology, he served the churches in East Eliot (1952-53), York/Ogunquit (1954-56), and
Peoples Church, South Portland (1957-62).  Moving beyond the local church, Bill then became Executive
Secretary of the Interboard Council (1963-68), and Conference Coordinator. In 1969, he became chaplain and
Asst. Superintendent at Harwood School, a secondary school for Latino and Native American girls in
Albuquerque, New Mexico. He was then appointed to Pratt Memorial UMC, Rockland, ME (1971-72) and Gray
Memorial UMC, Caribou (1973-76). In 1977 Bill became Superintendent of the Southern Maine District until
1980, when he was called to join the Program Division of the General Board of Global Ministries (1980-84), for
which he traveled extensively from Florida to Arkansas to Seattle, Washington. He retired in 1985 after 30+ years
of full-time service, but he continued to work for Global Ministries and serve as pastor of visitation in Yuma, AZ
until he was 80. 

Bill died at home in Fulton, MO on January 15, 2013. His memorial service was held on January 27 at Churchill
Terrace, Fulton. He is survived by two sons: Gary and his wife Jess Byler, and John and his partner, Barbara
Brosnan; a daughter, Pamela Haynes and her husband, Paul; 7 grandchildren and 11 great-grandchildren; nieces,
nephews, grandnieces, and grandnephews. Bill was predeceased in 2009 by his wife of 65 years, Marjorie Louise
Dikeman. 
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Richard Lee Dean

Richard was born on March 10, 1930 in Boston, the son of Elizabeth Dean. He attended Boston University and
Bridgewater State College. He served churches in Cherry Valley, Maynard, North Truro, Westport,
Berkley/Myricks, Provincetown, East Bridgewater, Wakefield, RI, Kingston, RI, Hamilton, and West Bridgewater,
retiring in 1995. 

Richard died on April 18, 2013 in Sevierville, Tennessee. A graveside service was held at Memorial Park on April
19, attended by family and friends. He is survived by his wife, Beverly Dean, of Pigeon Forge, TN.     

Fay Lincoln Gemmell

Memorable as a counselor, writer, and campus minister, Fay was born on January 14,
1921 in Milford, Nebraska, to Faye and Iva (Ficke) Gemmell. The expansiveness and
loneliness of his early years growing up in the Nebraska prairies made a lasting
impression upon him, which may have encouraged his love of learning, his search for
universal truths, and his encouragement of interconnections in life. Fay worked his
way through college to earn a BA at Nebraska Wesleyan University in Lincoln. He then
received an M. Div at Boston University School of Theology, followed in midlife by a
D. Min at Andover-Newton Theological Seminary. 

Fay’s parish ministry, spanning 21 years, included churches in Nebraska,
Massachusetts, and New Hampshire, the last of which was at Grace UMC, Keene, NH. In 1963, he became the first
campus minister at Keene State College, serving 23 years there. After retiring in 1986, he became chaplain at
Cheshire Dartmouth Hitchcock Hospital and Southwestern New Hampshire Hospice. Fay also was a pastoral
counselor for 25 years at MAPS Counseling Services, where he pioneered on-site counseling for private industry.
In addition, he wrote a weekly column for the Keene Sentinel called Proxy Pulpit, in which he explored spiritual
issues in everyday life. Fay is remembered as creative and a free thinker, one who “challenged his readers to ‘feel’
God…and to embody the spirit of inter-connection.” “His compassionate presence as a community minister
helped an enormous number of people through both joyous and tragic times.” He enjoyed reading, writing poet-
ry, gardening, travel, family events, and visiting with people at favorite local restaurants. 

After 92 fruitful years, Fay died on March 22, 2013 in Keene. His memorial service was held on April 6 at the
United Church of Christ, Keene. Fay is survived by his daughter-in-law, Marilyn Gemmell, of Keene; son, Joel
Gemmell, and his wife, Carol Resch, of Washington, DC; daughter, Krista Gemmell Harris, and her husband, Brad,
of Seattle, WA, daughter, Heather Watterson and her husband, Kevin, of Keene; son, Mark and his wife Jodi
Williams, of Minneapolis, MN; brother, Jack Gemmell, and his wife, Lorraine, of Sidney, NE; sister, Phyllis
Gemmell of Kearney, NE; sister, Carol, of Brule, NE; 9 grandchildren, and 2 great-grandchildren. Fay was prede-
ceased by his wife Charlotte and his son Jon. 

Earl Reid Gray

In addition to 24 years in ministry in the former Maine Conference, Earl was a life-
long devotee of flying, both as a US Air Force pilot and a builder of airplanes. He was
born on May 26, 1924 in Morristown, NY to William and Lois (Reid) Gray. Soon after
Pearl Harbor, he and his brothers joined the US Air Force, where he served as a fight-
er pilot until the war’s end. 

Earl’s early years were filled with a variety of professions: assisting his mother at her
bakery, where he became a prize-winning baker, building airplanes, making pharma-
ceuticals for Delta, carpentry, helping to build a church and a school in Bridgeport,
delivering milk, and selling tickets for American Airlines. He attended Clarkson

University School of Engineering and later earned a Master’s degree in education.
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Feeling a call to ministry, Earl then attended Bangor Theological Seminary. He served as pastor of the Maine
Conference churches at Orrington Center (1966),  Hampden (1967-70), and Elm Street UMC, South Portland &
Buxton (1971-73) during which years he was ordained deacon. During his pastorate at Strong & Kingfield (1974-
79) he was ordained elder, followed by service in Salem and Buxton. His longest pastorate was at Kezar Falls
(1980-89), from which he retired in 1990. His emphasis in ministry was on the youth, whom he enjoyed so much
that he traded an old truck for a school bus to transport them to activities. His daughter remembers that “his
capacity for love was far beyond what I could conceive.”  He was a man of faith, said his friend, Skip Schwartz, as
well as a man of adventure and “supreme confidence.”

After retirement, Earl and Jean spent their time between New Hampshire and New Mexico with family. Earl’s skill
at machinery was expressed through the many planes, cars, and kayaks, even a ferry boat, which he built over the
years.

Earl died on July 8, 2012 of complications following an accident in 2010. His memorial service was held on August
12 at Bow Mills UMC, with the Revs. Virginia Fryer and Skip Schwartz presiding. Burial was at the NH State
Veterans Cemetery, Boscawen, NH. Earl is survived by his wife of 62 years, Jean (Mitchell) Gray; two sons: Earl
R. Gray, Jr., and Barry Gray and his wife, Yvette; Holly Bean and her partner, Rick Swett, and Helen Symonds and
her husband Bruce; ten grandchildren; and five great-grandchildren; a sister Frances Klock and her husband
Walter; and many nephews. Earl was predeceased by his parents; three brothers: Everett, Donald, and Dalton
Gray; and his eldest daughter, Cindy Brown. 

Edgar James Helms II

A man with deep compassion for persons with special needs, Ned was born on
December 20, 1920 in Watertown, MA, the 11th of 12 children of Edgar & Grace
Loretta Preston Helms. After attending schools in Watertown, he was studying at
Emerson College, Boston, when World War II broke out. He promptly joined the Army
Air Corps and became a B-24 crewman. Surviving a crash of his plane in Italy, he and
the pilot, Frank Lozito of Virginia, remained lifelong friends.

After the war, Ned earned both a BA and an M. Div degree at Boston University.
Ordained in the Southern New England Conference, he was appointed to Newton
Lower Falls & Wellesley (1953-57), Christ UMC, Wellesley (1958-59), Milford (1960-
64), Wesley UMC, Springfield (1964-70), First UMC, Westfield (1971-75). Influenced by his family history with
persons with special needs (his father founded Goodwill Industries in 1902), Ned became field chaplain and
counselor to the Dept. of Developmental Services operating from Belchertown State School (1977-84).  

In 1983, Ned and Shirley retired to their place on the shore of Pemaquid Lake in Damariscotta, ME. Their cot-
tage, named “Kum-Ba-Yah,” became a favorite gathering place for family and friends. Ned was active with AARP,
Triad Community Collaborative, Moblus (serving persons with special needs), and guest preaching in the mid-
coast Maine area. In 2006, they moved to the Colby family homestead at the Trout Lily Farm in Woolwich, ME,
their final residence.

Ned died peacefully at home on May 12, 2013. His memorial service was held on August 11 at First
Congregational Church of Wiscasset, ME. Ned is survived by his son, Ned Jr., and his wife, Sally, of Concord, NH;
his daughter, Shirley Jean, and her husband, Ronald Titcomb, of Woolwich, ME; 3 grandchildren and their spous-
es; a great-grandson; and many nieces and nephews. Ned was predeceased by his wife of 66 years, Shirley Ruth
Colby Helms, in 2010, and all of his brothers and sisters. 
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Betty L. Higgins

Betty was a unique combination of talents as a musician, poet, and author with her
pastoral gifts of prayer, healing, and living her faith in Christ. She was born on April
23, 1937 in Dover-Foxcroft to Clinton and Thelma (Murch) Higgins. She earned a B.
S. degree at the State University of New York, followed by an M. Div at Bangor
Theological Seminary in 1989. Ordained deacon that same year, Betty became an elder
in the former Maine Conference in 1991.

Her pastoral ministry began at Brownfield, ME in 1984, followed by Columbia, ME
(1984-86), Mattawamkeag (1988), Searsport (1989-92), Chebeague Island (1993-94),
and Everett: Glendale, MA (1995-96). She returned to Maine to serve Brownville

Junction & Milo, ME from 1997 to 2000. After disability leave, she retired in 2006. During her earlier years, Betty
served on the Maine Conference Healing & Recovery Team as well as COSROW. 

Among her many gifts, Betty was an accomplished keyboard musician and composer. Her skill in story-telling
appeared often in her sermons and delighted many. As a published writer, Betty’s short story, “Dream’s
Renascence” was a featured selection in the Daughters of Sarah, a magazine for Christian feminists. In a poem
written in May 1983, Betty declared the strength of living as being “only certain of God, of self unsure; trusting in
the source of all truth. Secure.”

Betty returned to her Source on November 21, 2012. Her memorial service was held on December 8 at Grace
UMC, Bangor, ME, with the Revs. Susan Davenport and Dr. Pat MacHugh officiating. Betty is survived by her son,
Frank McKusick and his wife, Sandy, of Cambridge, MN; two daughters: Pamela Wood and her husband, Jim, of
Elkhart, IN, and Kathleen Martin and her husband, Ivan Sam, of Waterville, ME; five grandchildren; and five
great-grandchildren. 

E. Winston Jones

Rev. Jones was born on July 6, 1911 and died on February 9, 2013 at the age of 101. He served in the Northern
Illinois Conference at Worth Mt. Greenwood (1936) and Amboy (1937-38). Transferring to the West Ohio
Conference, he served the Wesley Foundation, Athens (1939), the church in South Charleston (1940-42), St. Paul’s,
Springfield (1943-45), and Pleasant Ridge, Cincinnati (1946-47). 

In 1948, Winston moved from parish ministry to teaching, becoming Teaching Fellow at Northwestern University
(1948-49). He then relocated to Boston as Associate Professor of Speech at Boston University School of Theology
(1950-55). Joining the Southern New England Conference, he continued his teaching ministry as Professor and
Speech Department Chairman at Boston University College of Liberal Arts, from 1956 until his retirement in
1976.

William Roy Keeffe

In nearly 50 years of ministry in parishes, teaching, chaplaincy and Clinical Pastoral
Education, Bill was well known and highly respected. He was born on March 6, 1922
in Washington DC to Alice and William J. Keeffe. He graduated from Fairfax (VA)
High School in 1939 and Western Maryland College in 1944. Moving to Boston
University School of Theology he earned an. S.T.B. in 1946 and an A.M. in 1961.
During 1946-47 and later in 1965-72, Bill was training and gaining leadership in
Clinical Pastoral Education at Boston City Hospital and Laconia State School, where
he became Acting Supervisor in 1970-72. He became a Board Certified Chaplain of
the Association for Professional Chaplains. He also taught Psychology and Religion at

Montana State College (1949-50) and Psychology and Sociology at Elliot Hospital, Manchester, NH (1963-68).

Beginning with a student pastorate in 1944, Bill held six appointments in his early years:  Glendale UMC, Everett
(1944-45), Essex UMC (1945-46), and West Abington (1946-48), all in Massachusetts; an interim pastorate and a
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chaplaincy in Montana from 1948-51; and longer pastorates in New Hampshire at Penacook & Chichester (1951-
55) and First UMC, Manchester (1955-67). He then became even more active in the NH Conference as Northern
NH District Supt. (1967-73) and Council Director (1973-80). In 1980 Bill was appointed pastor of St. James UMC,
Merrimack, NH, from which he retired in 1985. Not wanting to leave parish ministry entirely, he continued for
another 8 years to serve part-time at Bow Mills, Goffstown, and First UMC, Manchester. 

Bill’s experience, organizational skills and leadership ability were frequently recognized and recruited. He
presided over the NH Conference Council on Finance and Administration, the NH Council of Churches, and the
Manchester Ministerial Association. He served as Vice President of the NH Conference Trustees and the
Manchester Memorial High School PTA. He was elected secretary of the Concord Ministerial Association and the
Boston Area Pastors’ Assembly. He served in numerous chaplaincies in scouting and schools of nursing.  He was
active with NH Child & Family Services, the Youth Council of the Manchester Federation of Churches, the
Masons, and Eastern Star. In 1966 Bill was given the Brotherhood Award by the NH Chapter of the National
Conference of Christians and Jews. The following year, 1967, his work with scouting was honored twice: by the
Rockhill District, Boy Scouts of America, with their ten years’ service award, and by the Swift Water Girl Scout
Council service award. He was named Pastor Emeritus of First UMC, Manchester, NH.  

After a period of failing health, Bill died in Concord, NH on June 2, 2012. His funeral was held on June 7 at Wesley
UMC, Concord, with the Revs. Peter Hey, Virginia Fryer, and James Batten officiating. Burial was at Evans
Cemetery, Bow, NH. Bill is survived by his children: William E. and his wife, Linda, James and his wife Sandal,
Nancy and her husband Terry, and Kathy and her husband Robert. He was predeceased by his wife, Elsie Mae
(Bigelow) Keeffe, in 2008. 

Frank Gamble Kelly

Frank served as both a pastor in the former New Hampshire Conference, and as a
USAF chaplain during the Korean Conflict.  He was born on September 20, 1921 in
Monessen, PA to Laura and Richard Kelly. He graduated from Monessen High School
and earned a B.A. at Springfield College in 1942. Later, he earned a B.D. at Hartford
Seminary and an M.S. in Psychology at Baylor University.  He also attended the Air
Force War College and the Air Force University in Montgomery, AL.

Frank was ordained deacon in 1947 and began parish ministry in Colebrook, NH. In
1949 he was ordained elder and appointed to Moultonborough & South Tamworth. In
1951 he became a chaplain in the US Air Force, serving during the Korean Conflict in
Japan until 1957. Returning to civilian ministry, Frank continued post-graduate studies in psychology at Boston
University School of Theology, with field work in prisons and mental health facilities. He then served twelve
churches in New Hampshire: Contoocook & Bow Mills (1960-63), Newport, East Lempster & Grantham (1964-
67), Lancaster & Jefferson (1968-71), Monroe & North Monroe (1972), Canaan, VT & Pittsburg, NH (1973-74),
and Raymond (1975), followed by retirement in 1976. Frank continued service in the USAF as chaplain in the Air
Force Reserves and Wing Chaplain for the New Hampshire Civil Air Patrol, Concord Squadron. After retirement,
he worked for Concord Hospital and the Regional Visiting Nurse Association until age 82 as a Home Visitor. 

Frank’s community involvement included Peace Action, the Capital Center for the Arts, Friendly Kitchen, the
local Boy Scout Troop Committee, Friends Service Committee, and Wanakee Camp. He enjoyed jazz bands and
concerts, ethnic dinners, and camping. 

After a long battle with Alzheimer’s Disease, Frank died on January 12, 2013 at the Veterans Home in Tilton, NH
His service, which he had planned years ago, included the songs, “Summertime” from Porgy & Bess and “Bridge
Over Troubled Waters.” His memorial service was held on February 23, 2013 at Bow Mills UMC, led by the Rev.
Virginia Fryer, Mary Lou Kelly, and Jon Kelly. At his request, Frank’s body was donated to Dartmouth Medical
School for Alzheimer’s research. Frank is survived by his wife of 52 years, Mary Lou Kelly, their son Jon Kelly, and
their daughter Laura Currier, all of Concord, and three grandchildren. Memorial gifts were designated for
Wanakee Camperships.
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Charles Wesley Kern

In over 40 years as pastor, teacher, historian, and author, Charles was well known for
his keen mind, outstanding organizing skills, and careful attention to detail in all his
work.  He was born on December 21, 1921 in Danville, IL, the son of Methodist min-
ister Rev. Russell B. Kern and his wife, Helen I. Evans. After graduating from
Valparaiso (IN) High School, Charles earned a B.A. at Valparaiso University in 1942
and an A.M. degree at Boston University in 1944. He taught science at Kemper
Military School, Boonville, MO, Eureka (IL) College, Simpson College, Indianola,
Iowa, and St. Francis Hospital School of Nursing, Freeport, IL. Charles also was given
the unusual opportunity to teach Biology at the American University in Beirut in the

Lebanese Republic.

His call into ministry came in the early 1950’s. He was licensed as a local preacher in 1951 and admitted on trial
to the Northwest Indiana Conference in 1952. He then earned a B.D. degree at Garrett Biblical Institute (now
Garrett Theological Seminary) in 1955 and was ordained elder that same year. During the next ten years, he
served as pastor at Brookston, IN (1951-56), Zionsville (1956-58), and Immanuel Church, South Bend (1958-62).  

While he was in Indiana, Charles preached on radio and television, and served on the Indiana Area (Methodist)
Inter-Conference Commission on Student Religious Work as member and secretary (1956-60). He became
District Director for the Indiana Survey, Dept. of Sociology  of Religion at Boston University (1959-61),
Recording Secretary of the Northwest Indiana Conference Board of Education (1960-62), and Chairman of the
Dept. of Public Relations for the Council of Churches of St. Joseph County, IN (1960-62).  

Transferring to the New Hampshire Conference in 1962, Charles was appointed pastor at Warren & East Haverhill
(1962), followed by St. Paul’s, Lawrence (1963-68). During these years, he earned a Th.M. at Harvard University,
followed by a Th.D. at Boston University in 1969. He also served on the NH Conference World Service and
Finance Commission (1966-70). In 1968, Charles became Director of the United Methodist Parish of Greater
Lawrence. In this capacity he oversaw the merger of five inner-city churches of diverse social and ethnic back-
grounds. Two years later, he was appointed senior pastor of the United Methodist Church of Lawrence (1970-73).
During his Lawrence years, Charles was active in the Greater Lawrence Council of Churches in public relations
(1966-67) and later as President (1968-70). He also served as an incorporator of the Arlington District
Neighborhood Association, a trustee of the Bessie M. Burke Memorial Municipal Hospital (1968-73), and an
incorporator of the Greater Lawrence Ecumenical Area Ministry (GLEAM) as well as a director (1968-73).

Charles is best known in literary New England as the researcher and author of God, Grace, and Granite, the most
recent history of the New Hampshire Conference, published in 1988.  Charlie’s interest in the analysis of public
worship and local church data had already become evident in his contributions to several church studies by
Herbert E. Stotts (1964-67), followed in 1968 by Charles’s own study of Hill Memorial Baptist Church in Allston,
MA. 

In 1973, Charles was appointed to First UMC, Manchester, NH, where he served for ten years. During this pas-
torate he was awarded a Merrill Fellowship at Harvard Divinity School for study of the historical, theological, and
cultural setting of 19th century hymnody. In 1982, he was appointed to Grace UMC, Haverhill. MA. In 1986 he
became pastor in Raymond, from which he retired in 1988. Not wishing to withdraw from ministry completely,
Charles continued to supply local churches while enjoying retirement with his wife, Mildred, at their summer cot-
tage in Center Barnstead, NH and their winter residence at Good Samaritan Village, Kissimmee, FL. While at
Good Samaritan, Charles became a founding organizer of the Endowment Fund; offered beginning computer
classes, served as an officer of the Young-At-Heart Club, was a member of the Challengers, and taught Sunday
School at a local Methodist church.  

After a period of failing health, Charles died at age 90 in Kissimmee on June 30, 2012. His memorial service was
held at Good Samaritan Community Chapel on September 8, 2012, followed by a graveside service in Meredith,
NH on October 16. Charles is survived by his wife of 57 years, Mildred Ella (Colby) Kern, of Kissimmee; their
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nieces, Betty Plaisted of Jacksonville, FL and Judith Haracz and her husband Gary of Moultonboro, NH; and eight
nephews: William Kern, Patrick Kern, Richard Plaisted, Stephen Plaisted, George Plaisted, Herbert Livingstone,
Leroy Colby, and Randolph Colby. Charles was predeceased by his parents, brothers William and Robert, niece
Helen Kern, and nephews Roderick Plaisted and David Livingstone.

Michael Henry Kerrigan

An Army chaplain and parish minister, Mike was born on July 18, 1941 in Portland,
ME to Doris Alberta Kerrigan. His early years were spent in the service, first in the US
Navy for ten years, and later as a chaplain in the US Army, retiring with the rank of Lt.
Colonel. He graduated from the University of Maine and later the Iliff School of
Theology, Colorado 1972. 

During his 33 years in parish ministry, Mike served churches in the former Maine
Conference in Patten (1972-77), Newport (1978-81), and Greenville (1982-85).
Transferring to the former New Hampshire Conference, he served the churches in
Colebrook (1986-91) and Franklin (1992-94). He then became pastor in the Southern
New England Conference in Spencer & Southbridge, MA (1995-99) and at Broadway UMC, Lynn (2000-03),
retiring in 2004. Mike was also a member of the Conference Commission on Archives & History for several years. 

Mike spent his remaining years on Peaks Island, ME where he spent many happy times on the Back Shore. To cel-
ebrate his 70th birthday, he achieved his goal of “not coming in last” in the Peaks Island Road Race in 2011. 

Mike died on March 28, 2013 in Portland, ME. His memorial service was held on April 17 at Brackett Memorial
UMC, Peaks Island. He is survived by his aunt, Jean Hart, of South Portland. He was predeceased by his mother,
Doris Alberta Kerrigan, and his grandparents, Mr. & Mrs. Charles Pattengall of Peaks Island.

Irvin Eugene Koelker

A man of varied callings as chaplain and parish minister, as well as YMCA director
and store manager, Gene was born on March 29, 1928 in Cumberland, MD to William
A. and Esther Koelker. After high school in Akron, OH, he joined the Navy and served
on the aircraft carrier, USS Kearsarge, until the end of World War II. After his marriage
to Betty McKelvey in 1950, the Koelkers moved to Wollaston, MA where he earned a
BS in Psychology at Eastern Nazarene College. He then became pastor of the Church
of the Nazarene in Union, ME. Shortly thereafter, the Koelkers moved back to Ohio
where Gene became a director with the YMCA and a market manager for Kroger
Foods. 

In 1958, Gene began parish ministry in the former Maine Conference, serving at Corinna (1958-62), Berwick
(1963-67 and 1969-70), Peoples UMC, South Portland (1971-78), Clark Memorial (1979-81), and First UMC,
Bangor (1985-94). After a year’s retirement, he was called back to serve Saco, during which the Biddeford and Saco
parishes merged to build the Cornerstone UMC, Saco. His final appointment was First UMC, South Portland
(2002-08). 

Gene had also been called to develop the chaplaincy program at City of Faith, Tulsa, OK from 1982 to 1985. His
education continued during these years by doing graduate work at the University of New Hampshire and teach-
ing at several schools. He then earned a doctorate at New York Theological Seminary. He became a Fellow of the
College of Chaplains, and served on numerous Maine Conference boards, and wrote books on the life of faith and
the State of Maine. Gene loved the ocean, gardening (especially flowers), and travel. He will be remembered as a
devoted family member, caring pastor, and gifted teacher.

Gene died on March 25, 2013. His funeral was held on March 30 at St. John’s UMC, Dover, NH, with the Rev. Mark
Monson Alley presiding. Burial was at Hillside Cemetery, Berwick, ME on May 11. Gene is survived by his wife
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of 62 years, Betty Koelker; a sister, Helen Welch, of Akron, Ohio; three sons: Jon and his wife Donna of North
Berwick, Steve and his wife Shelley of North Yarmouth, and Tom and his wife, Patsy, of North Berwick; a daugh-
ter, Jane Burkhart and her husband Jim of Bangor; 14 grandchildren, and 11 great-grandchildren. 

David Alexander Lefurgey

A leader in media communications and a well-known pastor in the former Troy
Conference, Dave was born in St. John, New Brunswick, Canada, the son of Irene Eliza
(Janes) and David Alexander Lefurgey. Dave emigrated to the USA to attend college,
becoming a US citizen in 1998, holding dual citizenship of which he was very proud.
He earned two degrees: a B.A. in Ministerial Studies, Magna Cum Laude, and an M.S.
in Communications, Summa Cum Laude. Additional courses in human resources
were later added at George Washington University.

Dave’s early career was in communications at several levels. He was a voice-over
announcer for radio and TV commercials in regions across the country. He became a

tenured Assistant Professor of Communication, Radio-Television Production, at Fort Hays State University, Hays,
Kansas. In Human Resources Training and Development at Albany International, Albany, NY, he developed mul-
timedia training programs and a state-of-the-art training facility. In this work he traveled around the world. 

Responding to his call to ministry in his middle years, Dave returned to school at Wesley Theological Seminary
in Washington, DC. Thereafter he attended Boston University School of Theology and Candler Theological
Seminary at Emory University. He was ordained in the former Troy Conference and appointed to serve in
Jonesville and Hudson Falls in the Adirondack District. During his years at Hudson Falls, Dave produced and was
principal speaker on the television program WORSHIP, which for nine years televised the Sunday morning serv-
ices from Hudson Falls UMC. This service was cable-cast in the Capital District and on eight channels in Jamaica,
and continues today.

A man of simple and candid faith who disliked denominational division, Dave declared simply, “I believe in Jesus.”
His faith was often illustrated in the gospel and praise songs from his youth. He loved all kinds of music, and was
devoted to his family, especially his grandchildren.

After a brave battle with melanoma, Dave died on July 25, 2012 in Maricopa, AZ. He is survived by his wife of 43
years, Linda Marlane (Ivey) Lefurgey, of Maricopa; two sons: Jonathan David Lefurgey and Joel Andre Lefurgey
of Maricopa; a daughter: Jessica Martha Behnke and her husband Daniel and their two children, all of Maricopa;
his mother, Marcinne A. Ivey of Houlton, ME; brothers and sisters: Mary Lou Mitchell, Carol Joy Carabello, Brian
Lefurgey, Mark Lefurgey, and their families.  

Edward Davis Painter Jr.

Ed was born on January 21, 1946 in Charlotte, NC to Sally (Morrow) and Edward
Davis Painter Sr. His younger years in North Carolina revolved around their church,
but Ed did not respond to God’s call to ministry until 40 years later. 

He joined the Navy during the Vietnam War and became a submariner for over 20
years. He served on the Andrew Jackson, Sam Rayburn, and George C. Marshall with
distinction. His hard work and determination earned him the title of Chief of the
Boat, the highest ranking enlisted man on the submarine. 

After completing his Navy career, Ed returned home for theological education at Yale
Divinity School. His first pastorate was in Bolton , CT (1989-97) followed by New London & Gales Ferry CT
(1998-2001), Gales Ferry, CT (2002-03), and Dalton, MA (2004-5). He was active in youth ministry, mission trips,

MEMOIRS



177

Habitat for Humanity, and the local soup kitchen. Even after retirement, Ed provided pastoral care to his church
and loved to play golf.

After a long battle with cancer, Ed died on August 19, 2012 at home. A memorial service took place at the United
Methodist Church of Gales Ferry on August 24. Burial was at Maplewood Cemetery, Norwich. Ed is survived by
his mother, Sally (Morrow) Painter of Ocala, FL; his three children: Barbara Buzzelli and her husband Randy of
Niantic, CT, Carlton Seybolt and his wife Kristin of New Britain, PA, and David Painter and his wife Alice of
Northborough, MA; a sister, Cynthia Lytle and her husband Richard of Ocala, FL; 10 grandchildren and 5 great-
grandchildren. Ed was predeceased by his wife Debbie (Doris Benner), and his father, Edward Davis Painter Sr.

Riley P. Shirley Jr.

Riley was born on January 4, 1924. He first served in the Kentucky and Louisville Conferences in the 1950’s, join-
ing the New England Conference to attend seminary in 1958. He then became pastor at Westboro (1959-60),
Leominster (1961-63), Willimantic (1964), Epworth UMC, Worcester (1965-67), Quincy Center (1971), Parkway
Community, Milton (1972-82), United Parish, Brookline (1983-86), retiring in 1987.

Riley died on April 7, 2013. His service was held on April 13 at the Duvall Chapel of Rivercrest, Deaconess Rd.,
Concord, MA. He was predeceased by his wife, Barbara, in 2008.

Robert Murrell Stevenson

A preeminent music scholar and composer, professor of musicology, pianist, compos-
er, and prolific writer, Robert was well known and admired in his field. He was born
on July 3, 1916 in Melrose, New Mexico, to Ada (Ross) and Robert Emory Stevenson.
He earned an A.B. at the University of Texas in 1936, completed his studies in music
composition at Yale in 1939, and earned a PhD at the Eastman School of Music in
1942. These degrees were accompanied by significant studies with preeminent teach-
ers, including Igor Stravinsky. His theological study included a B.S.T. at Harvard
University in 1943, followed by graduated degrees from Harvard Divinity School and
Princeton Theological Seminary. 

During World War II Robert served as a US Army chaplain for African-American troops, for which he was award-
ed the Army Commendation Ribbon. After the war, he taught at the University of Texas, Austin, and Westminster
Choir College, Princeton. In 1949 he joined the faculty of UCLA where he taught full-time until 1986 along with
composing, research, writing, and visiting professorships at Columbia, Indiana, and the University of Chile. He
also taught at Oxford University, England, where he earned a degree in literature in 1954.

Robert was honored in 1942 and 1947 by being invited to perform his own compositions in New York City. In
1961 Leopold Stokowski conducted the premier of two of his orchestral pieces based on Quechua themes. He was
awarded several grants and fellowships, including the Joseph M. Bearns Composition Prize by Columbia
University in 1942, a Gulbenkian Foundation Fellowship in 1955-56, two Guggenheim Awards, three Fulbright
Research Awards (1958-59, 1964, 1970-71), two Ford Foundation Fellowships (1966, 1981), a National
Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship (1974), and several others.

Robert became well known as the leading scholar of both sacred and secular Latin American and Iberian music.
He was frequently published (29 books), recognized, and honored for his work all over the world. A friend cited
“…his passionate commitment to preserving and promoting a vast heritage of great music and culture.” An asso-
ciate at UCLA spoke of Robert as “a living legend. He walks, talks, performs, investigates, writes, and
teaches…(embodying) continuity, change, and inspiration…”
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This remarkable life drew to a close on December 22, 2012, in Santa Monica, CA. At present no services are
planned. Burial was at Foundry Methodist Church, Washington, DC  Further information is available through
Eric DiLauro of Santa Monica , CA at ericdilauro@gmail.com. 

Marcheta Pebbles Townsend

The first woman to become a full clergy member and the first woman District
Superintendent of the former Troy Conference, Marcheta was born on January 24,
1943 in Columbus, Ohio to Harold and Annette (Grover) Pebbles, and raised on a
farm in North Bloomfield, Ohio. She earned a B.A. at Westminster College in New
Wilmington, PA in 1965, and graduated from Drew School of Theology in 1968. 

Her pastoral ministry began during her seminary years, with summer pastorates at
Waterbury Center Community Church, Moretown, and Hancock. Deciding to make
Vermont her field of ministry, she transferred from the North East Ohio Conference
to the Troy Conference in 1967. The following year, she became its first full clergy

member.  Her first full-time appointment was Underhill & Jericho charge (1968-73), followed by Moretown &
Middlesex (1973-78). She then served in Georgia & St. Albans Bay and later in Burlington, VT (1983-89).

In 1989 Marcheta made history as the first woman District Superintendent of the Green Mountain District in the
Troy Conference. A close friend recalled, “she understood this was a ground-breaking role for her. She was cer-
tainly very capable of carrying that mantle and doing it with grace as well as a great deal of ability and talent.”
Marcheta was active also in the Vermont Ecumenical Council and the Vermont Bible Society. She was cofounder
and President of the Franklin-Grand Isle Chapter of Habitat for Humanity. As a result of a diagnosis of breast can-
cer, she worked with the Vermont State Dept. of Health “Ladies First” program to raise awareness and educate the
public about breast cancer. She also served as a summer camp counselor and camp director.  At the Conference
level, she was a member of the Board of Ordained Ministry.

After her term as D.S., Marcheta spent a sabbatical year (1995-96) volunteering at Westview House, a day care
center for the mentally disabled, together with her continuing work as member and President of the Vermont
Ecumenical Council.  She chaired the Peace, Justice, and Integrity of Creation Committee for many years. She
continued to advocate for a livable wage and other poverty and social justice issues. In 1996, she was appointed
part-time to the Old Brick Church, East Montpelier. In 2001 she became pastor-in-charge at Highgate Center
UMC, followed by an appointment to Isle La Motte UMC. She finally retired in 2006 after 40 years of service, but
continued to serve at Isle La Motte until 2010.                 

Marcheta died in Burlington on October 22, 2012. Her memorial service was held on October 30 at First UMC,
Burlington, with the Rev Mark Demers officiating, Marcheta is survived by her husband of 39 years, Lindsay
Townsend of Fairfax, VT, her children: Lynn Townsend Mayo of Barre, Thomas Townsend and partner Linda
Horner of Fairfax, and Mark Townsend of Barre; a brother, Charles Pebbles of Ohio, three grandchildren, nieces
and nephews.

George W. Tripp

George was known as one who “touched many lives through his gift of engaging
everyone in conversation and laughter.”  He was born on March 6, 1934 in Portland,
ME to Ida L. (Norrad) and Frank Alton Tripp. After attending schools in South
Portland, he joined the US Air Force in 1953, retiring after 28 years as Senior Master
Sgt. He was stationed around the world, and served in the Vietnam War. 

After retiring from the Air Force, George began to prepare for a second career in the
ministry. He graduated from the University of Southern Maine in 1984 and Boston
University School of Theology in 1987. He served at North Pownal (Washington
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Avenue: 1985-89) and Chebeague Island (1990-92) in the former Maine Conference. He then spent
two years (1993-94) in the North Alabama Conference at the Bradford and Pearson Chapel UMC’s in Goodwater,
AL. Returning to Maine he pastored in Newport and Detroit until retirement in 1999, after which he continued
to pastor at West Cumberland UMC for three years. 

George died on April 22, 2013 in Meridianville, Alabama. His funeral was held on April 27, 2013 in South
Portland, ME. He is survived by three daughters: Katherine Mary Bonney and her husband Peter, Patricia Louise
Jackson and her husband Wayne, and Barbara Jean Austin and her husband Jeffrey; six grandchildren; two sisters:
Marion Harmon and Linda Tripp; a brother, Glenn Tripp; and many nieces and nephews. George was predeceased
by his wife of 57 years, Norma Tripp, and his brother, Stephen Tripp.

Wayne S. Underhill

In nearly 51 years of campus and parish ministry, Wayne was a champion of social jus-
tice, especially in race relations and Palestinian issues. He was born on May 30, 1924
in Allston, MA to Cornelius W. and Edith (Torngren) Underhill. After graduating from
Newton High School in 1942, he attended Morningside College in Ames, Iowa for one
year, then transferred to Denison University, Granville, Ohio to complete his B.A. in
1947. 

Answering the call to ministry, Wayne attended seminary at Yale Divinity School in
the early 1950’s, and was ordained deacon in 1951 and elder in 1954 in the New
England Conference.  His first appointment was Belchertown UMC (1954-56).
Moving into teaching and campus ministry the following year, he served as chaplain and assistant professor at
Baldwin-Wallace College, Berea, Ohio for six years (1956-62). Returning to New England, Wayne then became
Executive Secretary of the Inter-Conference Commission on College and University Relations Work of the MC
(1962-68). In 1969 he was elected Area Secretary of the NE United Ministries in Higher Education. In 1972 he
was appointed to St. Paul’s, Lowell. In 1979, Wayne became pastor of Lake Shore Park & Trinity UMC, both in
Lynn, MA, serving a long pastorate there until he retired in 1994. After retirement he continued parish work as
Minister of Visitation at College Avenue UMC, Somerville, MA, until 2005.

Wayne’s social justice activities began in the 1960’s when he worked to integrate barber shops in Berea, Ohio.
Recognized as one who was years ahead of his time, he performed the first inter-racial marriage in the history of
Baldwin-Wallace College. In Massachusetts, he worked with the Councils of Churches in Lowell, Boston, and
Lynn. He was on the Holocaust Committee and the I.B.E.W. Union, both in Lynn, the NAACP, and various com-
mittees for the Middle East and those opposing gambling and the death penalty. He traveled to Israel three times,
advocating for justice for Palestinian people. He also led a special trip to Memphis, TN for a memorial march to
honor Martin Luther King. He was never afraid of a challenge, especially in social justice issues. He is remem-
bered as one who always reached out to people, especially in difficult situations, and who “broadened people’s
horizons.” He was also an avid sports fan, traveler, reader, and lover of music and politics.

Wayne died at his home in Peabody, MA on December 3, 2012. His funeral was held on December 8 at Lake Shore
Park UMC, Lynn, with the Rev. James Todd officiating. Burial was at Cedar Grove Cemetery, Peabody. Wayne is
survived by his wife of 64 years, Marilyn; their four children & spouses: Grant W. and Kathy Underhill of Chapel
Hill, NC, Sharon L. Underhill of Peabody, MA, Lauren J. Underhill of Newington, CT, Gretchen M. and Richard
P. James of Merrimack, NH; 4 grandchildren, 3 nieces, and a nephew. Wayne was predeceased by his brother, Dr.
Warren E. Underhill of Ohio. 
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Donald Van Dreser

A fighter pilot in World War II before entering ministry, Don was born on December
1, 1917 in Gloversville, NY to Flossie (Nickloy) and W. Brown Van Dreser. He gradu-
ated from Wharton Business School at the University of Pennsylvania in 1939. After
the attack on Pearl Harbor, Don enlisted in the Army Air Force, where he served in
Kumming, China, as part of the 23rd. fighter group, the first official replacement unit
for the Flying Tigers. He finished his tour with the Army Air Corps stationed in the
Aleutian Islands, with the rank of 2nd lieutenant. While Don was a very peaceful man,
his service in World War II was a significant life experience.

After the war, Don returned to Gloversville, where he worked in paper box manufac-
turing. In 1946 he met and married Miriam West, a young school teacher. Eventually the family moved to Atlanta,
GA and later Radford, VA continuing in the paper box industry. After his call to ministry there, Don returned to
Atlanta to attend the Candler School of Theology, Emory University, from which he graduated in 1961. 

Don then joined the former Troy Annual Conference and served a church at Lake Luzerne, NY for three years. In
1964 he was moved to Williston Federated Church, where he served for 18 years until his retirement in 1983. His
retirement was filled with family, travel, gardening, and painting, mainly in pastels and watercolors. 

After a long period of declining health, Don died on September 21, 2012 at Starr Farm Nursing Center,
Burlington, VT. His memorial service was held at the Williston Federated Church on October 7. Don is survived
by his children: Dona Bradish and her husband Robert of Williston, Susan Van Dreser of Winnipeg, Manitoba,
Sally Van Dreser Cheney and her husband James of Milton, and Thomas Van Dreser and his wife, Amy Eisenberg,
of Boulder, CO; 7 grandchildren; two sisters-in-law: Janeth Richards of Watkins Glen, NY, and Louise West of
Estero, FL; and several nieces and nephews. Don was predeceased by his wife of 60 years, Miriam Van Dreser, in
2006, and recently by his brother Alden.

Anna Helen Zigmund

Helen’s many years of service found her active in the Peace Corps, the Congregational
Church, the United Methodist Church, and in anti-drug abuse projects in Portland,
ME. She was born in Brooklyn, NY on April 17, 1928 to John and Anna Zigmund.
After earning her M.Div. degree at Hartford Theological School in 1970, she spent
three years in the Peace Corps in Somalia, Africa, as a TEFL and Adult Literacy
teacher. She then returned to Hartford to complete her Master’s in Anthropology-
Linguistics. 

At this time Helen was called into ministry as pastor of Faith Congregational Church.
She then joined the New England Women Ministers Association and the International

Association of Women Ministers, holding many leadership positions through the years. She was ordained in the
First Congregational Church, UCC, South Portland, ME, where she served as Minister of Christian Education.
Then she served the Congregational Church of Jackman, ME, and Interim Pastor of Solon Federated Church,
where she was offered full-time appointment in the Methodist Church. Helen then served Methodist churches in
Belfast (1973-74), Westbrook (1975-78), Dresden/Richmond(1979-81), Oakland/Sidney & Clinton(1982-83),
Oakland/Sidney (1984-86), and Dexter (1987-90), retiring in 1991. Her community work in the Portland area
included being charter member and secretary of the first Portland Drug Abuse Society and coordinator of Youth
Consultation for Drug Rescue.

During retirement, Helen remained active in women’s groups in Westbrook UMC and First Congregational
Church, UCC, of South Portland. She brought monthly communion to residents at the Viking Home in Cape
Elizabeth, taught English as a Second Language under the auspices of Catholic Charities, and volunteered at
Portland Players and occasionally at the Lyric Theater. 

Helen died on December 17, 2012. Her memorial service was held at the First Congregational
Church UCC, South Portland, ME in July.  Helen is survived by two nieces and one nephew: Laurel Miller of

MEMOIRS



181

Abilene, Texas, Judith Harmon of Spring Hill, FL, and Robert Stamm of Fort Plain, NY; seven great nieces and
nephews; as well as cousins in Slovakia, Eastern Europe.

DIACONAL MINISTERS

Elizabeth B. Burbank

Gifted in music, Betty was born on December 6, 1949 in Randolph, VT to Franklin
and Myrtle (Roberts) Burbank. After attending schools in Chelsea, she graduated from
the University of Vermont with a degree in music education. In the 1990’s she attend-
ed several theological schools, and in 1996 was consecrated a diaconal minister. 

For 35 years Betty taught elementary school music in the Essex Junction schools. She
was also organist at the United Church of Chelsea, and organist and choir director of
First Congregational Church, Burlington. At First UMC, Burlington, where she was a
member, Betty served as organist and music director from 1979 to 2007.

Betty died on November 30, 2012. Her musical memorial service, preceded by a sing along, was held at First UMC,
Burlington, on January 12, 2013. She is survived by her brother Jim and his wife Elsie, of Chelsea; her sister, Ginny
Campbell and her husband Dick, of Chelsea; her brother Bob and his wife Janie, of Mt. Dora, FL; her brother
Kevin and his wife Pam, of Boscawen, NH; special friend Liz Stone, of Burlington; and nieces and nephews. 

LOCAL PASTORS
Cora Elsie Banks Dame

Active for 58 years in both the Salvation Army and the United Methodist Church, Elsie was born on March 22,
1924 in East Boston to Oran and Elsie Banks. Educated in the Salvation Army Training College, she was an SA
officer in Portland, ME and Scollay Sq., Boston. 

After her marriage to the Rev. John Dame, they served as SA officers in Greenfield, MA and Ansonia, CT. They
then served Congregational and United Methodist parishes in Webster, Dunbarton, and West Swanzey, NH,
Madison, North Anson, and OOB, ME, East Troy, PA, Mecklenburg and Edwards, NY, Orwell, VT, and Great
Barrington, MA. Elsie also served after retirement twice on Prince Edward Island and in the Augusta, ME area.
She took active part in the ministry of Green Street UMC, Augusta.

One of the first women in ministry in New England, she was known for her preaching, wit and wisdom. She men-
tored many in their ministerial growth, both during and after her active ministry. Friends remember her pie and
bread-baking skills, as well as her fondness for Chinese food and winning at UNO.

After a period of declining health, Elsie died on January 6, 2013 in Portland, ME. A celebration of her life was held
on January 14 at First UMC, South Portland. Elsie is survived by a son, Chris Dame, and his wife Connie Stubbs
of Waltham, MA; a daughter Karen and son-in-law Hank Cheney of St. Johnsbury, VT; a son, Calvin Dame of Port
Jefferson, NY; former daughter-in-law Barb Crowley of Manchester, ME; a daughter, the Rev. Johanne Dame of
Portland, ME; former son-in-law, Peter Brusie; 8 grandchildren and their spouses; five great-grandchildren; two
brothers; four sisters-in-law; and numerous cousins, nieces, and nephews. Elsie was predeceased by her husband
the Rev. John Dame.

SPOUSES
Marjorie Adams Broadbent

A dedicated volunteer in health care and a pastor’s wife, Marjorie was born on July 28,,
1915 in Cobalt, Ontario. At age 5 her family moved to New Bedford, MA where they
lived during the Depression years. In 1934 she married George W. Broadbent, who
later became a pastor in the former Maine Conference. Together they served church-
es in Bangor, Pembroke, Milo, Patten, Fairfield, Brewer, and Waterville. 

Marjorie volunteered for many years, well into her 90’s, at the Thayer Unit of the
Maine Medical Center, Mount St. Joseph, and the Waterville community blood banks.
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She was also an active member of Fairfield UMC. She received several honors for her dedication of more than 30
years to these organizations. 

After a severe stroke, Marjorie died on August 20, 2012 at the Thayer Unit of Maine General Medical Center and
Health Reach Hospice.  Her funeral was held on August 23 at Fairfield UMC, followed by burial next to her hus-
band at Maplewood Cemetery, Fairfield. Marjorie is survived by her daughter, Bethany Vigue, and her husband,
Gerald, of Waterville; her son, David Broadbent, and his wife, Paulette, of Canal Point, FL & Prospect Harbor; 5
grandchildren and their spouses; 4 great-grandchildren; a sister: Dorothy Howland of New Bedford, MA.
Marjorie was predeceased by her husband, the Rev. George W. Broadbent, and siblings: Joseph Adams, Norman
Adams, and the Rev. Sidney Adams, and Nora Adams.

Geneva Hamill

Geneva was born on June 4, 1918 and died on July 15, 2012 in Lynn. She was the surviving spouse of the Rev.
Robert H. Hamill, professor and chaplain at Boston University. 

Marcelle June Harling

An elementary school teacher, a newspaper reporter, and an outstanding advocate for
human rights, as well as a minister’s wife, Marcella was born in Boston on June 3, 1931,
to Syrian immigrant parents. She graduated magna cum laude from Boston University
with an Assoc.  Arts degree, followed by a B.A. from UMass, Amherst in 1954. Her
teaching career began that year in Pensacola, FL, where she also earned her solo pilot’s
license. Later she earned an M.S. in Education from Boston State College.

In 1957, Marcelle began her partnership in ministry with her husband, the Rev. Dr.
Frederick F. Harling, serving churches in Essex, Peabody, and Somerville, MA. She
supported his teaching career when he taught at Westfield State University from 1966

to 1974. She then resumed parish work with him for twenty years at First UMC, West Springfield, until his retire-
ment in 1995. Marcelle returned to teaching until 1999, this time in the Springfield, MA public schools.

Always a strong supporter of civil and human rights, Marcelle worked with Rev. Martin Luther King and Caesar
Chavez, and was active both locally and nationally in John F. Kennedy’s presidential campaign. She was elected
several times as a delegate to the Mass. State Democratic Convention. In 2008 she was recognized as the Democrat
of the Year and given the Nello Ricardi Memorial Award for 40 years of service to the Democratic Party. She also
supported Amnesty International, the American Civil Liberties Union, NAACP, Doctors Without Borders,
Planned Parenthood, UNICEF, Mass. Teachers Association, and the Westfield Women’s Club. 

After a long battle with cancer, Marcelle died on June 20, 2012 in Westfield, MA. Her funeral was held on June 27,
2012 at First UMC, Westfield. Marcelle is survived by her husband, the Rev. Dr. Frederick F. Harling Jr. of
Westfield; their children: Dr. Christine J. Harling-Berg and her husband Christophe J. Berg of Sudbury, MA,
Michal Harling, M.S., of Westfield, Dr. Frederick Jibran Harling of Westfield, and Dr. Tamara Harling of Duxbury,
MA; son-in-law Todd Pennas, Esq.; six grandchildren; her sister-in-law, Priscilla Mueller; brothers-in-law Wesley
Hamblen, Josef Mueller, and Dr. Albert Fleig; cousin Norma Salomon of Mexico City; and numerous nieces and
nephews.   

Doris T. Hopkins

Partner in ministry with her husband, the late Rev. Richard Hopkins, Doris was born
on June 22, 1918 in Augusta, ME to Grace (Hodsdon) and Eugene L. Trott. An out-
standing student, she became salutatorian of the Class of 1936 at Cony High School.

After her marriage to Richard Hopkins, they moved to Washington DC and Arlington,
VA where they raised their family. In 1972, the Hopkinses moved to Maine while
Richard prepared for ministry. Together they served churches in Union, North Anson,
Madison, East Boothbay, Damariscotta, and Caribou, retiring in 1983. Doris was active
in all their churches, teaching Sunday School, singing in the choir, chairing the Pastor-
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Parish Relations Committee, and serving as President of the United Methodist Women. For her community, she
delivered Meals on Wheels and drove cancer patients to their treatments. Doris was always busy with handwork
of various kinds: knitting, crocheting, and embroidery, the results of which she gave to others.

Outliving her husband by twelve years, Doris died on August 31, 2012 in Lake Ridge, VA. Her memorial service
was held on September 14 at People’s UMC, South Thomaston, ME, with the Rev. Ralph Miller presiding. Burial
was at Mt. View Cemetery, Camden, ME. Doris is survived by their three children: Eugene L. Hopkins and his wife
Kathy of Elmhurst, PA, Priscilla Hopkins Torpey and her husband Bill of Fairfax Station, VA, and Stephen W.
Hopkins and his wife Sue of Fairfax VA;  seven grandchildren; and fourteen great-grandchildren.  

Annah K. Kavale

A native of Kenya, Annah was born on January 28, 1960 in Kitui, Kenya, the daughter
of Mwithi and Tamala Maitha Syuma. Her family moved from Kenya to Kentucky,
Ohio, and Laconia, NH, where she lived for six years. She was married to the Rev.
Festus Kavale, also from Kenya, for 27 years. He is the Spiritual Care Coordinator for
Lakes Region General Healthcare in Laconia and recent pastor at Weirs UMC..

Annah will be remembered for her child-like faith, her humility, her patience, her
kindness, and her cheerfulness regardless of the challenges. She totally adored and
always supported both her immediate and extended families. 

After a long period of failing health, Annah died on December 3, 2012 in Laconia. Her memorial service was held
on December 15 at Laconia-Gilford UMC. A graveside service was also held in the family ancestral land at
Muthale Village, Kangondi Location, in Kitui West District, Kenya.  Annah is survived by her husband, the Rev.
Festus Kavale, of Laconia; two sons: Jonathan and Joshua, of Laconia; four brothers: Mwendwa Mwithi, Tito
Mwithi, Japeth Musembi Mwithi, and Josphat Muthami Mwithi; four sisters: Peninah Mutethya, Rose Kasyoka,
Christine Kathule, and Susan Temea; five brothers-in-law: Nicholas Ndambu, Benjamin Ndulu, Harrison
Munuve, Benjamin Mbuvi, and Stephen Muthinzi; six sisters-in-law: Rose Syonzau, Josephine Katunge, Eunice
Kathini, Eunice Mumbe, Malia, and Agnes; and many cousins, nephews and nieces, most of whom live in Kenya

Faith Keir

Faith was born on January 30, 1921. She married the late Rev. Clarence Keir, who served in the Southern New
England Conference at East UMC, Gloucester, First UMC, Fitchburg, and Immanuel UMC, Waltham. Faith died
on November 14, 2012.

Charles H. Matson

Chuck’s varied and active career included high school teaching, serving in the Air
National Guard, and operating a marina. He was born on December 14, 1947 in
Bangor, ME to C. Waldo and Verna (Dunham) Matson. He graduated from Brewer
High School in 1966 and the University of Maine, Portland-Gorham, in 1972. 

After completing his basic training in 1972, Chuck married Dorothy Ouellette, and
they settled in Brewer to raise a family. Chuck taught at Nokomis Regional High
School for 33 years, as well as serving in the Air National Guard for 20 years. He was
also a projectionist for area movie theaters. He and Dot ran a print shop for many
years, and later owned and operated Matson Marine in Bucksport, ME for 15 years.
After retiring from teaching Chuck became partner in ministry with Dot, who is the present pastor at Mapleton
and Lidstone UMC, Washburn. A quiet and supportive presence, he was known for his wit and skill in a wide vari-
ety of technologies. Calm, competent, and knowledgeable, he enjoyed history, especially military events, and
excelled in finding solutions for a wide range of problems. 
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Chuck died at home on May 28, 2013. Memorial services were held at Mapleton UMC on June 9, and North
Brewer/Eddington UMC on June 10. Burial was at the Day Road Cemetery, Brewer. Chuck is survived by his wife
of 40 years, the Rev. Dorothy Matson, of Brewer; three sons: Daniel and his wife Nicole Matson, and Andrew and
his wife Elizabeth Matson of Brighton, MA; grand-children Reid and Dayna Matson of Bowdoin; his sister,
Lorraine, and her husband Earl Dill of Lincoln; father-in-law Emile Ouellette of Dexter; sister-in-law Suzanne and
her husband Roland Chabot of Ripley; 6 nieces and nephews; 14 grandnieces and grandnephews, and many
friends. Chuck was predeceased by his parents and his mother-in-law, June Ouellette.   

Nancie S. Noyes

Nancie was born on March 14, 1951. She married the Rev. Richard Noyes, who served
churches in Patten, ME, Suncook, NH, Fort Fairfield United Parish, ME, Plainville,
MA, and Orrington, ME, retiring in 2007.

Nancie died on February 17, 2013. Her memorial service was held on March 3 at
Franklin Street UMC, Bucksport, ME.

Sybil Marie Osborne

Partner in ministry with her late husband, the Rev. James Osborne, Sybil was born on
March 2, 1922 in New York City to Walter and Sybil (Searell) Goepel. She graduated
from Adelphi University and later New York Theological Seminary, where she met and
married James Osborne. 

The Osbornes settled in Hinesburg in 1952 where Jim was pastor of the United
Church of Hinesburg for 17 years. Sybil was especially fond of Vermont and
Vermonters. She was deeply committed to the ministry of the Hinesburg church, as
well as the design and installation of its stained glass windows. The Osbornes also
served Troy Conference churches in Vermont at Wolcott, West Burke, Northfield,

Middlebury, and Burlington, and at East Setauket, NY. In her later years, Sybil was involved in the life of St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, Vergennes, VT

Sybil died on December 16, 2012 in Hinesburg. Her funeral was held at St. Paul’s Church, Vergennes, on December
27, 2012  She is survived by her two sons, Theodore Osborne and his wife Mary of London, Canada, and Andrew
Osborne and his wife Molly of Bristol, RI; three grandchildren, close friends, cousins, nieces and nephews. Sybil
was predeceased by her husband James 

Doris G. Phillips

Doris was born on August 29, 1920. She married the Rev. Vernal Phillips, and together they served churches in
Bridgewater, Sagamore, South Yarmouth & North Harwich, and Worcester, MA and Pawtucket, RI. After his
retirement in 1983, Doris and Vernal spent many happy days traveling in their RV. In the later 1980’s, they moved
to Lake Wales, FL. Doris died on May 20, 2013. 
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Aleyamma Oommen Thekadathu

A native of Kerala, India, Aleyamma, called “Kunjama” by her family, was born on
March 15, 1920 to Idicula and Mariamma Varkey. She graduated from Nicholson
Syrian Girls High School in Thiruvalla, Kerala in 1939. Five years later, she married
Oommen Thekadathu, an accountant in the British Civil Service in India. They lived
in several places including Kattanam, Poona, and Jabalpur. Being called into ministry
in 1947, Oommen graduated from seminary and became pastor of various parishes of
Marthoma Church of India during the 1950’s and 1960’s. In the 1970’s they moved to
the USA to serve Methodist churches in Maine and Massachusetts until Oommen’s
retirement in 1984. In all their churches, Aleyamma supported her husband’s ministry
and was active in the women’s groups, Sunday schools, and Bible studies. Aleyamma was “a voracious reader who
had a passion for historical facts.” 

After their retirement, the Thekadathus spent nine years of active life back in India. They then returned to the US
to live with their son Santosh and family, first in Framingham, MA, then in South Portland, ME, and finally in
Avon, CT. in 2002. Aleyamma remained active for years at Memorial UMC, Avon, eventually resided at the Apple
Rehabilitation Nursing Home. She is remembered by her son as “a devout Christian, reading the Bible to the last
moments of her life.” 

Aleyamma died on February 7, 2013 at age 92. Her funeral was held at Wesley UMC, Framingham, MA on
February 11 at which ten eulogies were offered by family and friends. Participants included the Rev. Tony Mecca
of Memorial UMC, Avon, the Rev. Don Hegeman, host pastor, the Rev. Sam Panicker of Marthoma Church,
Boston, and the Rev. James of RI. Aleyamma was buried beside her husband at Edgell Grove Cemetery,
Framingham. She is survived by her son Cherian Santosh Oommen and his wife Siji of Avon; two daughters:
Mercy and her husband Eapen Koshy of Sudbury, MA, and Santhi and her husband Prakash Matthew of
Londonderry, NH; 7 grandchildren; and 6 great-grandchildren. Aleyamma was predeceased by her young daugh-
ter Saroj in 1946, her husband, the Rev. Oommen Thekadathu, in 1997, a brother, and three sisters.   

Joan Robertson Thompson

Joan was a well-known public school teacher and guidance counselor, as well as a
multi-talented church leader and educator. She was born on May 26, 1932 in Warwick,
RI to Ruth (Coulthurst) and William C. Northup. After graduating from Warwick
High School,  she earned an A.B. degree in Psychology at Brown University’s
Pembroke College in 1954. During those years, she was a member of the Brown
University Christian Association, becoming co-chair of the World Community
Commission, seeking to integrate foreign students into campus life. After graduating
from Brown, she took courses in elementary & secondary education and English lit-
erature at Rhode Island College (1954-68). She then completed an M.A. in Education
& Counseling at the University of Connecticut in 1968.

In 1955 Joan began her 43 years of teaching, initially in elementary schools in California, New Jersey, and Rhode
Island. In 1962 she became a high school English teacher for 8 years and guidance counselor for 26 years in
Coventry, Rhode Island High School. She also served for many years as advisor to the National Honor Society
chapter and the Senior Class. 

Joan’s early church membership at the Warwick Central Baptist Church (1944-58) included local and state youth
programs and several camp counsellorships. She then joined the North Scituate Baptist Church where, during her
39-year membership (1958-97), she taught Sunday School, directed summer day camp, chaired nearly a dozen
committees and task forces, sang in the choir, and sometimes preached. She coordinated fund-raising events for
ten years, two lay witness weekends, and served as Church Moderator for two 2-year terms, the first woman to do
so. In addition, Joan was an active member of the Rhode Island American Baptist Christian Education
Commission, working state-wide in training and resourcing local church leaders. She was also Minister of
Mission Support for the Rhode Island Baptist churches.
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In 1997, Joan joined the First UMC of Claremont, NH, one of two churches pastored by her husband, the Rev.
David Thompson. Joan served as Director of Education and Missions and remained active in several programs at
their churches. She also directed Stephens Ministry at St. John’s UMC, Dover, NH. She served in Habitat for
Humanity, prison ministry, and as the coordinator of the local Crop Walk, allowing her only occasional games of
scrabble “just for fun.”

After a long battle with Alzheimer’s, Joan died on October 18, 2012 in New London, NH. Her memorial service
was held on November 19 at North Scituate Baptist Church. She is survived by her husband of 16 years, the Rev.
Dr. David Thompson;  her son, Robert B. Robertson, and his wife, Dr. Stephanie Dorosko; her daughter, the Rev.
Anne Robertson; her brother, William J. Northup, and his wife Lindell; her sister, Judith Northup-Bennett, and her
husband, Bruce Spencer; David’s children: Laurie and Ward Thompson; nephews, cousins and close friends. Joan
was predeceased by her first husband of 25 years, Robert F. Robertson.
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