
What a journey you are beginning! It will be a roller coaster 
ride, with times of great highs filled with joy and expecta-
tion, almost invariably followed by tremendous crashing 
feelings that will turn you stomach and make you question 
your decision to board this ride at all. My one prayer for 
all of you is based on a piece of advice I received (which I 
wish I had heard earlier than I did): May God give you the 
wisdom to choose which ditch you are willing to die in. 
There will be many times when you will be inclined to push 
on an issue, and I pray God will guide you to choose  
carefully those issues on which you need to "go to the wall" 
and those which you can leave for now and perhaps tackle  
another day. 
~ Rev. Linda A. Shevlin   
"Semper Gumby" ("Always Flexible") 
 
 

 

"Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have  
commanded you." Matthew 28: 19-20 
 

Blessings as you move onto this new path on your faith 
journey!  
~ Rev. Marion Grant 

 
 
 

Congratulations on your ordination into the  
United Methodist Church,  

in the New England Annual Conference. 
 

As colleagues in a connectional system, some of our  
retirees this year wish to share with you  

their thoughts and blessings.   
 

As you read them, may you feel loved, strengthened and   
inspired for the ministry journey that lies ahead for you.   

 
God bless you. 



 
 

You are about to begin a new venture in life, a new venture 
to transform you and others in the grace, mercy, and love 
of God in Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. May our all loving and merciful triune God bless 
you and truly make you a blessing for others through your 
ministry in Christ’s Name! Amen. 
Grace & peace,                  
~ Rev. George L. Hodgkins Jr. 
 
 
May God bless you in your ministry with the quiet 
strength, unlimited love, and boundless compassion of  
Jesus. May the Holy Spirit fill you with the power to  
fulfill your calling to share the Gospel. And, may your 
years of service always bring joy to your heart. 
~ Rev. Jim Hensley 
 
 
Whatever you do in ministry, find your passion and allow it 
to bloom and grow. It will be a gift to your congregations 
and it will nurture you along the way.                       
~ Rev. Susan M. Heafield  
 
 

 

Retirees Blessings 
May God the Creator, 
     in you,  
       for you, 
         around you,  
           above you,  
             beneath you, 
               before you,  
                 and after you . . . 

be birthed through you. 
 

May the risen Christ-- 
  Love made flesh, be 
       the bread you eat,  
          the cup you drink, 
             the blessing you receive  

the presence you become. 
 

May the untamable Holy Spirit— 
   energy beyond-control  
      and out-of-bounds,  
         take,  
             bless,  
               break,  and 
                  give you, 

away. 
~ Rev. Gwen Purushotham, June 2015 



 
 

I pray when your day comes to retire that you will feel the 
same excitement and joy of the Lord at work through you 
as you do at your ordination! 
 

Pastoral ministry is a joyous and challenging journey,  
fueled by the Holy Spirit, and lived out with a servants 
heart.  
 

The sermon is the message God is trying to deliver 
through you-and maybe even in spite of you. Writing it is 
not an intellectual exercise. God just wants to use you and 
I as the vessel to proclaim the Good News. Preach from 
the heart -led by the Spirit. 
 

There is the institution of the church and then there is  
Jesus. Stay in love with Jesus first and through that love 
work to bring the Kingdom of God visible through the  
institution to the ends of the earth. 
 

All are God's beloved -preach it, live it and stay grounded 
through prayer.  May the joy of the Lord be your strength 
in all your days.  It has been a blessing to walk with each of 
you on the journey.                                 
~ Rev. Heidi Chamberland 

 

Dear Janet and Jeffrey, 
 

As you continue in ministry in the United Methodist 
Church, now as an ordained elder, I pray for you these 
blessings. 
 

May you be blessed with clear eyes, that you may see the 
grace of God in all the places and people in which that 
grace may seem obscure and hidden. 
 

May you be blessed with a full and empty heart: full of 
compassion, empty of expectations and preconceptions 
about what ought to be. 
 

May your hands be full of light, bringing only the gentle-
ness of Christ to those you serve. 
 

May your deepest being know that you are rooted and 
grounded in love, and only in love, so that you may grow 
strong as an old maple over the years that your serve as 
God's Beloved. 
 

In gratitude for your ministry, and for you and your walk 
with Christ, 
~ Rev. Beth Garnaas-Holmes 
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