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2016 NEW ENGLAND ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
PLANTING SEEDS OF TRUST – JOHN 13:34 

 

THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 17, 2016 
 

WORSHIP – Marcia McPhee opened the worship at 9:00 A.M with Mark Miller and the music team.   Bishop 
Sudarshana Devadhar and Rene Wilbur welcomed everyone to conference.  Bishop Fisher sat at the head 
table.    

GATHERING – The NEAC gathered to remember those killed in the Orlando shootings with a witness to the 
inclusion of LGBTQ people, a call to repentance and a call to a different course of action.  The conference 
heard the openness of the anger, pain, hurt, loss of trust, and disconnectedness that those were 
experiencing. Burlap stoles and ashes were dispersed to those repenting and wanting to show support of full 
inclusion of LGBTQ persons. 

POINT OF PRAYER – Rev. Jung Sun Oh led us in prayer.  
ANNOUNCEMENT – Bishop Devadhar “We are a church in pain” and will continue this in the Circle Process this 

afternoon after lunch. The Memorial Service will begin at 11:00 A.M. 
SONG -Mark Miller led us in “I Am a Child of God” 
MEMORIAL SERVICE – A Service of Memorial, Word and Table, “Preparing to Plant Seeds of Trust” 

Too often we interpret the Parable of the Sower by casting ourselves in the role of the sower. We imagine 
spreading the gospel among others who may or may not be in the “right place” to receive the word and 
flourish. But perhaps God is calling us to be the soil. To be good soil. To tend and nurture and nourish our soil, 
the foundation of growth, so that all might flourish. Today we celebrate the lives of those who nurtured 
seeds of love in us and now rest in the garden of God’s promised eternal life. And we prepare to plant the 
seeds of trust by first beginning with trust in God! 

MEMORIAL GIFTS – Bob (Song Bok) Jon in memory of Bishop Martin McLee, Jerome King Del Pino in loving 
memory of Kathleen Joy Del Pino, and the Rev. E. McKinnon White John Taylor in loving memory of Rev. 
Blaine E. Taylor, Deborah Shipp in memory of colleagues, Betty Shippee in memory of my dad, Rev. Robert F. 
Shippee, Roberta Williams in memory of my mother, Adelaide B. Williams, Beverly Lucas in memory of past 
ministers, Anne Carter in memory of Rev. Dr. Shirley Mader, Kerry Cameron in memory of Rev. Oren Lane, 
Jeffrey Hunt in memory of the Rev. Ned C. Watts, Jr., Donald Wilby for Joanne Susag, Martin Myung Suk by 
Rick Bourne, Demaris Kooker in memory of Revered Frank Kooker, Phillip Susag for Joanne Susag, Preachers’ 
Aid Society in memory of those retired clergy and spouses who have died this past year. 

OPENING WORSHIP/GATHERING MUSIC – Mark Miller and worship team provided gathering music at 11:05 
A.M. 

CENTERING – Marcia McFee led us in centering for worship as the light was brought in. 
INVOCATION – The worship team led the invocations. 
OPENING HYMN – “Hymn of Promise” 
PRAYER FOR THE GATHERING – Bishop Devadhar led us in prayer before the service. 
ACT OF REMEMBRANCE – “In Gratitude” was sung by all.  Margaret Bickford remembered these saints: 

CLERGY: Teresita Beach, Bruce E. Berry, Elizabeth “Betty” Bilodeau, Robert Edward Blake, Donald Alton 
Brushett, Richard Frank Dunn Sr., Martin R. Fors, Charles Albert Fowlie, Ronald F. Jackson, Irving S. Jones, 
Ross E. Lilly, Charles MacLagan, Shirley A. Mader, Stephen D. Martin, Peter L. Misner, Richard D. Pittenger, 
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Theodore E. Romberg, Cherukara V. Thomas, David Thompson, E. McKinnon White, and Eunice Jones 
Matthews. 

SPOUSES:  Joan Beckford, Richard Burton, Annalee H. Collins, Mary Louise Day, Nancy Philbrick Hill, Irene 
Hollister, Lois F. Johnson, Joan Tespaske Mark, Donald Notman, Edna Ripley, Ann H. Smith, Eric Szulc, and 
Litta J. Vigne. 

ORLANDO MASSACRE:  Names of Orlando massacre were read by Rev. Patricia Pena.  
Seedlings were brought forward to the table in remembrance for each of those named. 
REMEMBRANCE OF CHURCH CLOSINGS – Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar read the names: Faith UMC- Orrs 

Island, ME,  First UMC-Spencer, MA, Grace UMC-Keene, NH,  Maynard UMC, Maynard, MA, Immanuel 
UMC-Waltham, MA, and Aldersgate UMC-Worcester, MA.  

A RITUAL OF THANKGIVING – Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar led the liturgy. 
THE WORD OF GOD – Mark 4: 26-29, Psalm 92: 12-15, Jeremiah 17:7,8; 29:11. 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION – The conference prayed the confession as one. 
PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD – Bishop Violet Fisher read the scripture: 1 Corinthians 15:51-54 and 1 

Thessalonians 4:13-18.  Bishop Fisher proclaimed the word. 
RESPONSE – “Give Me Jesus” sung by worship team. 
COMMUNION – Marcia McFee led us in preparing the table for communion and distributed the elements to the 

servers. Bishop Devadhar and Bishop Fisher led us in the liturgy for the breaking of bread and sharing of the 
cup.  The Lord’s Prayer was sung by all. Communion was served while the conference sang. 

CLOSING – Bishop Devadhar led us in the closing prayer at 12:46 P.M. 
CLOSING HYMN – “God Has Work for Us to Do” 
OFFERING – An offering for JFON was taken at the doors when leaving the Memorial Service. 

 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 16, 2016 – 2:00 P.M 
 

CIRCLE PROCESS – Participants gathered for discussion in the Circle Process.   
Head of Boom had us do the breathing exercises before the process began.  We have one breath and share in 
the same clay.  We are here to listen to one another with respect and grace, to find Holy ground to find the 
soil to plant the Holy trust.  There is hope that in this circle we can be whole true. The Circle process came 
out of a BOOM meeting and it was brought to cabinet for approval.   
The Circle Process trainers spoke it’s a safe process. They will be facilitating another group in another safe 
place.  Man deal with anger, pain and wounds that we have all experienced.  Transform the world by simple 
conversations.  How are we going to have that conversation?  Circle process brings forth community and 
relational healing God ritual.  A relational covenant agreement on how we want to be treated.  A talking 
piece cross and listening. A vision of service leadership.  Way of making this the main streams of our church.  
Worshipful conversations, scripture topic, and write sermon together with everyone.  A call to worship with 
singing scripture, conversation, and benediction.  Sharing of a love feast bread and water.   The Circle Process 
discussed the following 3 Questions: Spiritual, Community Story, & Mission 
1.  Why are you United Methodist? What is the best thing and the most difficult thing about being United 

Methodist? 
2. How do we restore/nurture/deepen a sense of trust in our life together as an Annual Conference? 
3. What mission/ministry priorities do you believe God is calling us to pay more attention to as an Annual 

Conference? 
CALLED TO THE PROCESS –Rene Perez called us to the process at 2:32 P.M. 
RESPONSIVE READING – The conference participated in the responsive reading. 
SCRIPTURE READING – Colossians 3:12-15 (NRSV) 
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As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, 
and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just 
as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds 
everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you 
were called in the one body. And be thankful. 

CLOSING PRAYER – Bishop Devadhar closed us in prayer at 4:05 P.M. 
 

THURSDAY EVENING, JUNE 16, 2016 – 7:15 P.M 
CONFERENCING SESSION 

 
CALL TO ORDER – Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar called the 23nd session of New England Annual Conference to 

order at 7:15 PM. Bishop Fisher, Bob Sweet -Parliamentarian, John Blackadar-Interim Conference Secretary, 
and Rene Wilbur-Conference Lay Leader sat at the head table. 

PRAYER – Bishop Fisher led us in prayer. 
MOTION – Mark Monson Alley moved that the 2016 session of the New England Annual Conference operate 

under the same rules as the 2014 session of NE Annual Conference.  The motion was seconded and adopted. 
INTRODUCTION – Rene Wilbur introduced Ashley Renee Johnson who will be giving the Laity Address this 

evening.  
WORSHIP – Marcia McFee invited us to write on the sticks on what we intend to grow among us and place in the 

soil before us. The worship team led us in song. 
LAITY ADDRESS – Ashley Renee Johnson – Planting the Seeds of Trust John 13:34. (See Addendum #1 at the end 

of these minutes) 
SONG – Worship continued with another song sung by Farah Padamsee.   
RS 16-220 – ACTION OF NON-CONFORMITY WITH THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH – Will Green, Ballardvale UMC presented the following motion which was numbered RS-16-220:  
The New England Annual Conference as a body affirms our commitment to a fully inclusive church.  
Therefore: 
 
The NEAC will not conform or comply with provisions of the Discipline which discriminate against LGBTQIA 
persons, including marriage (161.B), the incompatibility clause (161.F), ordination and appointments (304.3), 
homosexual unions (341.6), AC funding ban (613.19), GCFA funding ban (806.9), chargeable offenses 
pertaining to being “a self avowed practicing homosexual” or to officiating at weddings for couples regardless 
of the sex of the partners (2702.lb,d). 
 
The NEAC and its members will not participate in or conduct judicial procedures related to the Discipline’s 
prohibitions against LGBTQIA persons. 
 
The NEAC insists that any benefits available to clergy and employees and their families are available to all 
clergy and employees and their families, regardless of the sexes or genders of the partners, and requires the 
District Superintendents to inform all clergy under their supervision of this right. 
 
The NEAC will realign its funding to reflect these commitments, using no reserve funds to pay general church 
apportionments or for judicial procedures related to the Discipline’s prohibitions against LGBTQIA persons, 
and instead funding cultural competency, anti-racism and anti-homophobia training at the conference and 
district levels, as well as for advocacy and implementation efforts related to the same. (note this is before 
the final amendments)  The motion was seconded. 
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MOTION TO ADJOURN – Mark Monson Alley moved that the New England Conference session go into recess 
until tomorrow for the purpose of going into a committee of the whole, according to Paragraph 52 of 
Robert’s Rules of Order (not the current edition of the Book of Discipline) to consider the pending question. 
The motion was seconded. 

POINT OF ORDER – Robert Sweet, Conference Parliamentarian, explained the Committee of the Whole as 
outlined in paragraph 52 of Robert’s Rules of Order. 

MOTION TO ADJOURN was adopted.  Bishop Devadhar declared us in recess.  Bishop Devadhar and Bishop 
Fisher left the room during the discussion. 

 

FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 17, 2016 
 

CLERGY SESSION 
  
Bishop Devadhar called the Clergy Session to order. 
 
The Bishop asked permission for certain laity, Brenda Borchers, and Mark Miller to be present as laity. 
Approved. 
 
Bishop Devadhar welcomed Bob Sweet as Conference Parliamentarian, and Yoo-Yun Cho-Chang and Peter Hay 
as BOM Co-Chairs, seated beside him.  Bishop Devadhar then led us in prayer. 
 
Question 17. David Abbott – Dean of Cabinet – We strive to be and today answer "Yes" with the exception of 
those who are under supervision, those for whom an appointment might damage the church, but we must 
compensate to meet the requirements of elder, and those who are have been in the judicial process. 
 
Adopted Question 18 
The Bishop explained General Conference changes to the Committee on Investigation. 
 
Sandra Bonnette-Kim raised as a concern that all clergy serving on the Administrative Review Committee will all 
be white beginning in 2017. 
 
Motion 
Accepted. 
Gary Shaw moved that we consider adopting the BAC report as a whole, with the exception of provisional and 
elder candidates that need to be voted upon. 
 
Amendment 
Accepted as a friendly amendment. 
Scott Campbell made a friendly amendment to exempt Question 46e as a separate motion also. 
 
Six corrections to the BAC Report were announced see Business of Annual Conference for final report 
 
Kate Nicol requested to know why Henrietta was leaving. 
Henrietta responded that she was leaving because of the lack of support and inclusivity, and because of racism 
in the United Methodist Church.  Leigh Goodrich led us in prayer. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
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Moved into an Executive Session of Annual Conference.  Peter Hey requested that we move into Executive 
session to consider matters that Lehlohonolo had raised.  Bishop Devadhar asked all but full members of the 
conference to excuse themselves and leave.  Allen Ewing-Merrill raised the question whether continuing this 
conversation would be harmful or beneficial to Lehlohonolo. 
 
Lehlohonolo requested that we not continue this discussion. 
 
Sandra Bonnette-Kim reminded the body that for two years in a row we have lost clergy of color because of 
racism in our Conference. 
 
Cristin De La Rosa affirmed Lehlohonolo and asked that we address issues of racism in our Conference. 
 
David Nicol addressed the issue of Equitable Compensation, raising concerns about Lehlohonolo's financial 
stress and the responsibility to ensure that clergy pay checks are not dependent upon the church's financial 
situation. 
 
Sarah Mount Elowononi spoke to the process of the Cabinet not allowing fair process. 
 
Hattie Stoltzfus lifted up injustice against another colleague. 
 
Tim Atwater asked how can we make such decisions by voting? 
 
Reconvened as Clergy Session. 
 

CLERGY SESSION 
 

 
Question 28 
Approved. 
Candidates for provisional membership were presented: Stephen Dale, Kathleen Decker Szakas, Rachel 
Fraumann, Marcelo Gomes, Shannon Keeney, Zachary Kerzee, Myung Eun Park. 
 
Question 34 
Approved. 
Candidates for full membership were presented: Shinhyung Ahn, Sunmin Cho, Bob (Song Bok) Jon, Geisa Matos-
Machuca, Shandirai Mawokomatanda, Patricia Pena, Angela Rotherham. 
 
Shandirai celebrated the diversity of the 2016 class. 
 
Question 46e 
Scott Campbell requested a decision of law related to the matter of the Rev. Errol Leslie: 
 
 Rev. Leslie is listed in item 46 e) of the report before this body as having had his conference membership 
terminated by trial.  Rev. Leslie was tried by the Florida Annual Conference in January of 2016, where he was 
found guilty of three charges.  The penalty imposed on him was termination of his membership in the New 
England Annual Conference.  Rev. Leslie was serving in a cross conference appointment at the time a complaint 
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was brought and he was tried under the provisions of ¶2719.1 of the 2012 Book of Discipline.  Paragraph 2719.1 
reads as follows: 
  
 Any clergy members residing beyond the bounds of the conference in which membership is held shall be 
subject to the procedures of ¶¶2701-2718 exercised by the appropriate officers of the conference in which he 
or she is a member unless the presiding bishops of the two annual conferences and the clergy member subject 
to the proceedings agree that fairness will be better served by having the procedures carried out by the 
appropriate officers of the annual conference in which he or she is serving under appointment, or if retired, 
currently residing. 
  
 ¶33 of the Constitution of the United Methodist Church states: 
  
 The annual conference is the basic body of the Church and as such shall have reserved to it the right to 
vote on...all matters relating to the character and conference relations of its clergy members... 
 
 My question of law has five parts, all related to one another. 
 
1. Is the section of ¶2719.1 that makes an exception to the requirement that a member be subject to judicial 
proceedings in his or her own annual conference in conflict with ¶33 of the Constitution of the United Methodist 
Church? 
2. Do not Judicial Council Decisions 1210, 1244 and 1318, among others, establish the principle that the General 
Conference cannot delegate powers that are constitutionally reserved to one body to another body without 
amending the constitution? 
3. Does the Constitution authorize an annual conference to revoke the membership of a clergy member of 
another annual conference? 
4. If the bishop determines that the cited section of ¶2719.1 is in conflict with ¶33 of the Constitution, and is 
thus, by definition, unconstitutional, what will be the status of Rev. Leslie pending review of this decision of law 
by the Judicial Council? 
5. If Rev. Leslie is determined to be a member in good standing of the New England Annual Conference while 
review of this decision of law is pending, is he entitled to receive an appointment in the interim? 
 
Thank you, Bishop Devadhar, for receiving these concerns.  I hasten to add that nothing in the foregoing is 
intended to be critical in any way of actions taken by you in this matter.  The decision to refer the matter to the 
Florida Annual Conference was made in compliance with the Discipline as it now exists. 
 
Scott requested a response from the Bishop by July 15. 
 
Motion 
Accepted. 
The BAC report was affirmed by a 75% vote (excepting of provisional candidates, ordination candidates, and 
question 46e). 
 
Peter Hay announced that Mark Demers will co-chair the Board of Ordained Ministry with Yoo-Yun Cho Chang.  
Yoo-Yun thanked Peter for his work and partnership.  BOM members were invited to stand and be thanked for 
their ministry.  The Bishop thanked Yoo-Yun and Peter for their ministry. 
 
A request was raised to have an additional Deacon appointed to the BOM. 
 

22



DAILY PROCEEDINGS 
 

Bishop Devadhar asked for a moment of personal privilege to celebrate Sarah and Allen Ewing Merrill's ministry, 
in Portland, ME, Tom Atkins ministry in Rupert, VT, and Wee-Li Tan's ministry with the Foundation. 
 
Clergy Session adjourned. 
 
 

LAITY SESSION 
 
A gift of a bag inscribed with the words, “Father, Help Me to Serve” was distributed to all the Laity. 
 
CONVENED – Renee Wilbur, Conference Lay Leader called the Laity Session to order at 8:35 A.M. She recognized 

all the members of the Conference Board of Laity:  Betty Austin (MME), Ruby Blake (MBH), Karen Cassidy 
(NH), Susan Chaffee (NME), Stephanie Cyr (CWM), Steven Dry (MBH), Joan Farrar (MME), Raymond Foss 
(NME), Hazel Hammond (NME), Robert Hout (CMA), Rich Hughen (TRI), Debbie Humm (RISEM), Marie 
MacDougall (VT), Kim MacLeod (NME), Cheryl Nolan (NH), Won Suh Park (TRI), Tricia Waldron (VT), W. Pearl 
Wilkinson (CWM); Conference Director of Lay Servant Ministries: Rebecca Hewett; Youth Representative:  
Sarah Ames; United Methodist Women Representatives:  Roberta Bragan, Betty Shippee; At-Large Member:  
Bonnie-Jean Rowe; Director of Connectional Ministries:  Rev. Erica Robinson-Johnson 

SCRIPTURE – Rene Wilbur read the scripture from James 3:7-9. 
SILENT PRAYER – Laity were in silent prayer. 
GATHERING SONG – “Santuary” 
OPENING PRAYER – Bonnie Jean Rowe led us in the opening prayer. 
PLANTING SEEDS OF TRUST – John 13:34, “Tilting the Soil” by Stephanie Cyr, “Planted and Cultivating” by Betty 

Austin, and “Harvesting“  by Karen Cassidy.  (See Addendum #2 at the end of these minutes) 
PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING – Rebecca Hewett lead us in the Prayer of Thanksgiving. 
RECOGNITION – Deaconesses and Home Missioners: Kevin Nelson-Home Missioner at Math Power, Jana 

Whitten -Healing Ministries St. Johns in Dover Congregational Healing Ministry, Lucy Fortier-Deaconess – 
Home Missionary Brattleboro VT., Amanda Howe -Deaconess – Resource Development Officer in Barnstable 
MA will be commissioned.  Roberta Bragan -Photo journalist was commissioned at GC and here at NEAC. 

MISSION OF PEACE – Sara Ames traveled to China for Mission of Peace. She sang a song to share her story. 
MISSION U – Bonnie Marden shared the upcoming study program about Mission in Ministry the last week in July 

in NH. 
IMAGINE NO MALARIA – Bonnie Marden shared we have raised over $86 million for INM in the US.  Saturday 

morning offering here at NEAC will be to benefit INM. In NE the local churches have supported INM by 85%.  
INM material is available for churches take come home with you. Annual giving records are available at the 
INM table.  Board with all the stories that churches have done for INM.  Share your new story with us and add 
it to the board. 

SONG – “They Know We Are Christian’s By Our Love” 
CLOSING PRAYER – Rene Wilbur led us in the closing prayer. 
SENDING FORTH SONG – “Kumbaya” 
ADJOURNED – The Laity Session adjourned at 10:00 A.M. 

 

FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 17, 2016 
 
OPENING WORSHIP -Marcia McFee and the worship team led worship at 10:35 A.M. 
CONVENED – Bishop Devadhar called the conference to order at 10:42 A.M.  
OPENING PRAYER –Stephanie Cyr, Lay Leader (CWM) led us in prayer. 
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PERSONAL PRIVILEDGE – Vicki Woods rose to challenge the body to recognize the racism among us that is called 
to our attention at nearly every session. 

BISHOP FISHER – Bishop Fisher led us in in “We Are One in the Spirit” 
REPORT OF THE JOURNAL COMMITTEE – Kristine Anderson reported for the Committee on Journal that the 

proceedings of the previous day had been received and found to be in order. She moved their adoption. The 
motion seconded and adopted.  

AGENDA -Mark Alley noted the agenda had changed as posted. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS – John Blackadar, Conference Secretary announced the following: 

1. ROLL CALL: will be taken from the registration desk outside the Expo Center. 
2. According to our rules of procedure, any motion that is made must be in writing and presented to the 

Secretary and Presiding Bishop before it can be acted upon.  Motion forms are available from any of the 
usher/tellers.  

3. If you wish to be recognized, please rise and wave your voting card from your seat before moving to a 
microphone. This helps visibility from the stage. 

4. Before addressing the Conference, say your name, and identify whether you are Clergy or Lay, the name 
and city of your church. 

5. The current Consent Calendar is on page 4 of the Pre-Conference materials.  
6. The vote on the Consent Calendar is scheduled for Friday at 1:30 P.M. as an Order of the Day. No debate 

or amendments will be allowed.  The instruction for removal of an item from the Consent Calendar is on 
page 5 of the Pre-Conference materials. As a reminder, to remove any item from the Consent Calendar, 
simply provide the Conference Secretary with a written request for such, signed by 10 members of the 
Conference, before the close of the session this noon. 

7. Other Orders of the Day have been scheduled as follows: 
a. Episcopal afternoon – this afternoon at 3:15 
b. Historical Questions of Ordinands – this morning following announcements 

8. These additional resolutions and reports were included in the handouts by the ushers today, Thursday 
June 16 2016: 

a. Discontinuance of Emmanuel UMC, Waltham, MA 
b. Latest edition of the report from the Committee on Leadership Nominations 
c. Support of Council of Bishops – A Way Forward 
d. Ending Harm to LGBTTQI Community 
e. NEAC Membership in Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice 

ORGANIZING MOTIONS – John Blackadar presented the Organizing Motions, which were seconded and taken as 
one slate. These motions were adopted unanimously: 
1. The bar of the Conference shall be within the entire Expo Center 
2. The agenda printed in the 2016 Pre-Conference Materials, and adjusted by the Agenda Committee, be 

adopted as the working agenda for this session. 
3. Kristine Anderson, Ami Sawtelle, and Kristin White, be elected as the Committee on Journal and 

Assistant Conference Secretaries. 
4. Nancy Allen, Fran Camacho, Cathy Cantin, Sharlene Cormie, Peggy Dion, Nancy Kenty, Charlie Magill, 

Jean Marsh, Bob Packard, Shallon Sullivan, Rick Boyden, Sharon Boyden, Danielle Rodrigues and William 
Aldrich be elected as ushers and tellers with Fran Camacho as Head Usher/Teller. 

5. Those who have appropriately filed excuses with the Conference Secretary be excused from the sessions 
as requested including Sue Davenport who was in a severe auto accident on the way to conference and 
is now recovering at Maine Medical Center 

6. All reports printed in the Pre-Conference Materials be adopted and printed in the conference Journal.  
7. The Annual Conference will be adjourned following our closing worship which will begin no later than 

3:30 on Saturday afternoon. 
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8. The Adoption of RS-16-101 Conference Offerings 
ANNOUNCEMENT – John Blackadar announced the procedure that will be followed for election to the 

Jurisdictional Pool. 
ORDINANDS’ HISTORIC QUESTIONS – Yoo Yun Cho-Chang and Peter Hey Co-Chairs of BOOM  

The Bishop invited this year’s ordinands, Shinhyung Ahn, Sunmin Cho, Bob (Song Bok) Jon, Geisa Matos-
Machuca, Shandirai Mawokomatanda, Patricia Pena, Angela Rotherham  to come forward and answer the 
historic questions.  
Garvin Warden and Nancy Bishoff presented batons to each of the ordinands for running the race as a relay 
team. BOOM members were recognized. 

RS-16-220 – ACTION OF NON-CONFORMITY WITH THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH  – Bishop Devadhar asked John Blackadar to present RS-16-220.  John removed himself to the floor, 
while Kristen White sat next to the Bishop as acting secretary. 
John Blackadar thanked the body for electing him to preside over the committee as a whole. “I apologize for 
my embarrassed and anxious laughter last evening that was hurtful to some.”  He presented RS-16-220 for 
vote indicating the decision to bring the resolution was overwhelmingly supported.  Additionally, the 
committee of the whole wished to bring an additional resolution to add “anti-sexism” in paragraph 5, line 4 
of the motion.  The second motion to add “anti-sexism” was seconded and adopted by the body. 

MOTION TO REFER – John Marshall moved that we refer this resolution to Bishop Devadhar to take to the 
Council of Bishops.  The motion was seconded. 

CALL THE QUESTION – Following 3 speeches for and 3 speeches against the motion to refer Michelle Grube 
moved to call the question.  The motion to call the question was seconded and adopted by the necessary 2/3 
vote. 
Motion to refer was not adopted. 

SILENT PRAYER – The Bishop led us in silent prayer before the vote. 
MOTION TO APPROVE –RS 16-220 – ACTION OF NON-CONFORMITY WITH THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
RS 16-220 FRIENDLY AMENDMENT – Shannon Keeney presented friendly amendment for RS 16-220 to add 

”anti-ageism” in paragraph 5, line 4 of the motion.   The friendly amendment was seconded and adopted. 
RS 16-220 FRIENDLY AMENDMENT – Patricia Pena presently a friendly amendment to add “anti-oppression” in 

paragraph 5, line 4 of the motion.   The friendly amendment was seconded and adopted. 
PERSONAL PRIVILEDGE Michael Pike rose to remind the body that we are in a time of holy conferencing and 

asked the body listen when people are speaking at the microphone and to refrain from cheering, jeering, 
applauding etc. while another is speaking. 

RS 16-220 – There were two speeches heard in favor of motion and one speech against before adjourning for 
lunch. 

GRACE – Director of the Massachusetts Council of Churches, Laura Everett led us in grace before lunch at 12:05 
P.M. 

 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON JUNE 17, 2016 
 

CALL TO ORDER – Bishop Devadhar called the conference to order at 1:33 P.M. 
PRAYER – Ruby Blake (MBH) Lay Leader led us in prayer. 
ORDER OF THE DAY – Bishop Devadhar indicated that we have an order of the day for the consent calendar, 

followed by the election of a conference lay leader for 1:30.  He asked if we could postpone those orders of 
the day until after we have completed action on RS-16-220.  The body agreed. 

QUESTIONS – Bill Hewig noted questions of law will be answered as stated in the Book of Discipline (2609.06) 
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RS 16-220 AMENDMENT – Ralph Howe moved to amend paragraph 5 by:  a. deleting the words “general church 
apportionments or” and b. adding after the word “instead” in the third line:  “requests that the Connectional 
Table and CCFA develop and fund programs” and c.  Deleting “funding” in line 3.  The motion was seconded.  
Becca Girrell moved the questions be separated.  The motion to separate the amendments was seconded and 
approved. 

RS 16-220 Amendment Section a – Motion was seconded and approved. 
RS 16-220 Amendment Section b, c – Motion was seconded and approved. 
 Additional speeches were made in favor of and against the original motion. 
CALL THE QUESTION – Someone from the floor called the question.  It was seconded and adopted by the 

necessary 2/3 vote. 
WRITTEN BALLOT – John Marshall requested a written ballot. The necessary 40 people stood in support of that 

request. 
 John Blackadar read the last paragraph of RS-16-220 with the amendments to the body and then yielded the 

floor to Will Green for the final speech.  
 Will Green spoke before voting on RS-16-220.  It doesn’t matter what the law is, it’s up to us to act. Do not let 

fear keep you from doing the right thing.  We take this action knowing it’s against the Discipline, but not 
against justice. 

MOMENT OF SILENCE – A moment of silence and prayer by our Bishop was held before balloting. 
VOTE ON RS 16-220 – A written ballot was taken for RS 16-220. 
ELECTION OF CONFERENCE SECRETARY – Bishop Devadhar, on behalf of the Committee on Leadership 

Nominations, nominated John Blackadar as conference secretary for the next quadrennium.   John was 
elected unanimously. 

CELEBRATION OF RALPH ODOUR – Bishop presented Ralph Oduor with a plaque in celebration of 10 years of 
service as Conference Secretary.  Ruth Oduor accepted the plaque on behalf of Ralph.  The conference rose 
to give Ralph a standing ovation. 

CONSENT CALENDAR – John Blackadar moved the consent calendar be adopted as published. The Consent 
Calendar was adopted. 

ELECTION OF CONFERENCE LAY LEADER – John Blackadar read the recommendation from the Committee on 
Leadership, nominating Rene Wilbur.  The Lay members re-elected Rene Wilbur unanimously as our 
Conference Lay Leader. 

ELECTION OF ASSOCIATE LAY LEADERS – John Blackadar referred the body to pg. 190 of PCB, three associate Lay 
Leaders were presented for election. Rebecca Hewitt has withdrawn her name.  Ruby Blake and Joan Farrar 
were nominated for Associate Lay Leaders.  Ruby and Joan were elected. 

SONG – Mark Miller sang, “I Choose Love” 
UMW – Bishop Devadhar had the UMW stand and be recognized.  A video was shown of the UMW attending 

the NE Jurisdiction meeting.  Karen Pehrson brought greetings for the United Methodist Women and 
announced that Roberta “Bobbie” Bragan will be commissioned next year as a Deaconess, since she is 
currently attending the Jurisdictional meeting. 

SONG –Mark Miller led us in “Sing Us a Song”, “Great Is They Faithfulness”, and “Blessed Assurance” while we 
waited for the ballot results. 

BALLOT RESULTS FOR RS-16-220 – Bishop Devadhar announced the results of the ballot on RS-16-220.  There 
were 445 Yes, 179 No, 17 Abstained, and 2 Blanks.  Bishop Devadhar declared RS-16-220 adopted. 

PERSONAL PRIVILEGE Will Green thanked our Bishop for his leadership in this matter. “We are planting seeds of 
decision,” he said. 

PERSONAL PRIVILEGE Michael Pike raised the following Question of Law relative to adoption of the motion just 
adopted.  “I respectfully request a decision of law by Bishop Devadhar as to the legality and constitutionality 
of the Action of Non Conformity which we just voted.  I believe this action is clearly and intentionally in 
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opposition to and in conflict with the Book of Discipline.”  The Bishop received it and will respond within the 
required 30 days.  

PERSONAL PRIVILEGE Donald “Skip” Smith asked for forgiveness of my trespasses and those against me.  
Ordinands’ questions were asked earlier. “Do you know the rules and uphold them?”  He indicated he will be 
leaving the UMC. 

 Sammie Maxwell told her story of a young man she met in her journey. 
PRAYER – Bishop Fisher led us in prayer before recess at 3:31 P.M. 
EPISCOPAL SESSION – The Episcopal session convened at 3:45 P.M.  Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar welcomed 

Bishop Ives and guests from the Sam Nam Annual Conference of the Korean Methodist Church: Bishop Jin-
Hung Kim and his wife Seo-Hyung Kim, Rev. Suk-jae Chang and his wife Eun-Sik Kim, Bishop Yang-Hee Chung 
and his wife Rev. Jong-Ho Park and his wife Rev. Sung Mo Song. A slide show was shown from Korea. The 
Reasons of Korean Church Growth:  Ordeals, 2) Prayers, 3) Small Groups, 4) Enthusiasm, 5) Conservative 
Faith, 6) Evangelism 

CHAIR OF EPISCOPACY COMMITTEE – Emily Blackadar Kotkowski thanked Prema Devadhar for her service.  
Emily spoke of Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar and the excitement her daughter has when she sees him. He is 
with us beside us in us in good times and bad times always.  Bishop Devadhar’s spiritual gifts are shared with 
the entire annual conference.  Emily introduced Bishop Devadhar to give his Episcopal Address. 

EPISCOPAL ADDRESS – Bishop Devadhar submitted his original address to be included in the minutes of NEAC 
Conference Journal. (See Addendum #3 at the end of these minutes).  Bishop Devadhar then delivered an 
address that he had just written.  (See Addendum #4 at the end of these minutes) 

GENERAL CONFERENCE -Bishop updated us on the discussions at General Conference. 
RECOGNITION OF RETIREES – Yoo Yun Cho-Chang and Peter Hey Co-chairs of BOOM recognized the retirees:  

Nancy Bischoff, Ellen Bridge, Robert Ebersole, William Flug, Neil Gastonguay, Judith Gould, Kathleen Greider, 
Margaret Hilliard, John Holt, William Humphrey, Arnold Johnson, Yong Ja Kim, Barbara Kszystyniak, Ruth 
Merriam, Thomas Porter, Edith Patricia Sears, Janet Smith-Rushton, Bascom Talley, Wee Li Tan, Kathleen 
Towns, Garvin Warden, Dee Estelle Webber, Patricia Williams, Dan Wilson, Ronald Wilson, Edward Wimberly, 
and Lawrence Wimmer.  Peter Hey led us in prayer for the retirees. 

GRACE – Mary Elizabeth Moore- Dean of BU School of Theology led us in grace at 5:11 P.M. 
OFFERING -An offering for Mission of Peace and Taize was collected at the door. 

 

FRIDAY EVENING, JUNE 17, 2016 – 7:00 P.M. 
 

Service of Commissioning and Ordination: “Rooted in Trust” 
 

GATHERING MUSIC – “Preparing Our Hearts” 
PROCESSION – “In Unity We Lift Our Song” was sung as the procession marched in and guests gathered. 
GREETING – Ecumenical Greeting was given by the Rt. Rev. A. Robert Hirschfeld, Bishop of New Hampshire, The 

Episcopal Church.  
WORSHIP – Bishop Devadhar presided in the ordination and commissioning joined, among others, by retired 

Bishop Violet Fisher, retired Bishop S. Clifton Ives and retired Bishop Susan Hassinger. 
PRESENTATION OF PERSONS TO BE COMMISSIONED AND ORDAINED – Commissioned as Provisional Elders: 

Stephen Alan Dale, Kathleen Mary Decker Szakas, Rachel Elizabeth Fraumann, Marcelo Damasceno Gomes, 
Shannon Diana Keeney, Zachary Lee Harrison Kerzee, and Myung Eun Park. 

Ordained as Elders in Full connection: Shinhyung Ahn, Sunmin Cho, Song Bok (Bob) Jon, Geisa Y. Matos-
Machuca, Shandirai Kare Tendekai Mawokomatanda, Patricia Ruth Pena, and Angela Lynn Rotherham. 

THE GENERAL EXAMINATION AND QUESTIONS – Questions were answered by those to be commissioned. 
THE LESSON FOR COMMISSIONING – Acts 13:1-3  
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COMMISSIONING – Commissioning and prayer with the laying on of hands. 
THE WORD PROCLAIMED – First Reading Isaiah 42: 1-9  
SUNG RESPONSE – “Ayudanos, O Dios” 
SCRIPTURE – Mary Elizabeth Moore-Deacon BU School of Theology read Joshua 1:1-11. 
SERMON – “Pack Your Bags” Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar 
INTRODUCTION TO OFFERING AND PRAYER – Ashley Johnson stated the Offering was for the Ministerial 

Education Fund and led us in prayer. 
SONG AND WORDS OF PREPARATION – “You Make Beautiful Things”  
EXAMINATION OF ELDERS -Elders answered questions. 
ORDINATION OF THE ELDERS -Laying on of hands and prayer during ordination.  
INVITATION FOR CALL TO MINISTRY – Laura Henton, Karin Bourne, Millie Victor, Denise Hinckley, Chris 

Maroony, and Dorothy Thomas responded to the call and came forward. 
GOING FORTH – Ordination and Commissioning Service closed at 9:07 P.M. 
 

SATURDAY MORNING, JUNE 18, 2016 
 

OPENING WORSHIP – The conference worship team opened worship at 8:33 A.M. The choir sang from Wesley 
UMC in Concord NH. 

SCRIPTURE -Isaiah 11:6-11 
ZIEGLER PREACHING AWARD – Becca Girrell introduced Rev. Tom Getchell-Lacey this year’s recipient of the 

award.  (See Addendum #5 at the end of these minutes)   
LICENSING LOCAL PASTORS – Thomas A. Atkins, Selah Rousseau, Kim Gold, Judy Jones, Regina Bowler, Philip 

Berger, Garland Martin, Stephanie Filiault, Vincent Davis, and Daniel Chung Ho Lee were called forward as 
newly licensed local pastors.  Bishop Devadhar then anointed them.  Our Bishop recognized all the Local 
Pastors and led us in prayer for them.  

IMAGINE NO MALARIA – Bonnie Marden thanked everyone for their contributions. The denomination has 
raised 68 million dollars. Here in NE we are just $4,000 short of our 1 million dollar goal. A $1,000 match once 
the conference meets that $4,000.  The full report is found at the end of these minutes (See Addendum #6 at 
the end of these minutes) 

OFFERING – An offering was taken for Imagine No Malaria 
RECOGNITION – Larry Peacock recognized the graduates, of Gateway to God Spiritual Direction. 
COMMISSIONING – Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar commissioned these members:  Maggie Dechene, Nizzi Digan, 

Mary Jane O'Connor-Ropp, Gary Shaw, Bethany Smart, Jacquelyn Trotter-Dove, Jana Marie Whitten. to the 
work of Spiritual Direction and Growth. He led us in prayer for their studies. 

RECOGNITION – Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar recognized Larry Peacock retiring Director of Rolling Ridge for his 
eleven years of service. 

DEACONESS COMMISSIONING – Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar commissioned Amanda Howe as a Deaconess. He 
asked her the questions. He led us in prayer.  Roberta “Bobbie” Bragen, who is attending the Jurisdictional 
UMW event, will be commissioned next year. 

PRAYER – Marcia led us in prayer for what we are thankful for this year. 
SESSION CONVENED – Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar reconvened the session at 9:47 A.M sitting with Bishop 

Devadhar was Susan Chaffee Northern ME Lay Leader.  Susan led us in prayer. 
REPORT OF THE JOURNAL COMMITTEE – Kristine Anderson reported for the Committee on Journal that the 

proceedings of the previous day had been reviewed and found to be in order. She moved their adoption. The 
motion was seconded and adopted.  Kristine moved the proceedings of today’s session be adopted and all 
other proceedings be printed in the Conference Journal.  Her motion was seconded and affirmed. 

REPORT OF THE AGENDA COMMITTEE – Mark Monson Alley and Jung Sun Oh presented the report. 
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MOTION – SUSPENSION OF THE RULES –Mark presented a motion to suspend the rules for the purpose of 
modifying them. Motion to suspend the rules was adopted by the necessary 2/3 vote. 

MOTION – Mark Monson Alley presented a motion to have 2 speeches for and 2 speeches against of up to 1 
minute each before a motion to call the question can be in order.  Motion was seconded and adopted. 

MOTION – Jung Sun Oh moved to have his report “Celebrating Racial and Cultural Diversity and Unity in 
Ministry” printed in the conference journal because there is not enough time to present it today. Motion was 
seconded and adopted.  (See Addendum #13 at the end of these minutes). 

MOTION – On behalf of the Agenda Committee, John Blackadar moved the reports of the Committee on Native 
American Ministries (See Addendum #7 at the end of these minutes), Nicaragua Covenant, United Methodist 
Women, Commission on Status and Role of Women (See Addendum #8 at the end of these minutes), and 
the United Methodist Foundation of New England be similarly received and be printed in the record if 
requested.  Motion was adopted. 

CELEBRATION – Celebration of the 60th Anniversary of the Ordination of Women -Bishop recognized and prayed 
for those clergy. 

MOTION – Rene Wilbur made a motion to print the Laity and Episcopal Address. Motion was seconded and 
adopted. 

OFFERING TOTALS – John Blackadar reported: JFON Offering Thursday totaled $2,007.50, MOP/Taize Offering 
Friday totaled $2,049.00, and MEF Offering at the Ordination service totaled $2,790.02. 

COMMITTEE ON LEADERSHIP NOMINATIONS – Jerry Leach – Motion to adjourn as NEAC and reconvene as the 
United Methodist Foundation of New England.  Motion adopted.  Motion for the election of Board of 
Directors on pg. 11 of the COLN report.  Motion adopted.  Adjourn as the UMFNE.  Motion adopted.  Motion 
to reconvene as UM Home.  Motion adopted. Motion to elect Board of Directors on page 11 of the COLN 
report.  Adjourn as UM Home.  Motion adopted.  Motion to reconvene as Justice for Our neighbors.  Motion 
adopted.  Motion to elect Board of Directors on page 11 of the COLN report.  Gary Richards noted that 
Bonnie Marden should be added to the slate.  Motion adopted. Motion to adjourn.  Motion adopted.  Motion 
to reconvene as UM Elder Care.  Motion adopted.  Motion to elect Board of Directors on page 11 of the COLN 
report.  We adjourned as the board of directors of UM Elder Care and reconvened as NEAC.  Jerry Leach 
added Joe Wesley to the slate of the Personnel Committee.  Jerry moved the adoption of the RS-16-221 – 
COMMITTEE ON LEADERSHIP NOMINATIONS 2016 as printed and posted online and with the addition of Joe 
Wesley, and with the understanding that the Slate will continue to be updated throughout the year as 
appropriate.  His motion was affirmed and the COL slate of members was elected.  Rene Wilbur spoke of 
using your talents to serve on these committees. 
Sandra Bonnette Kim thanked the team for their work and reminded them to be inclusive of diversity in their 
work. 

NOMINATION OF THE JURISDICTIONAL POOL – Rene Perez introduced Bonnie Marden to explain the process.  
There are 15 names of different status and ethnic categories that are still needed. Nominations were given 
from the floor and were added to the list already generated.  They were all elected to the Jurisdictional Pool.  

POINT OF PERSONAL PRIVLEDGE -Kelly Turney encouraged us to look beyond what we have always done and 
“dare to send shepherds that will help us and shepherds who will help us in conversation about a future 
worthy of working toward and will who will disrupt business as usual. 

ENDORSEMENT OF EPISCOPAL NOMINEES – John Blackadar asked the tellers to distribute the ballots for the 
Episcopal endorsement. Only one ballot will be received. Do not mark your ballot for more than three names. 
There is a place on your ballot for none.  A time for nominations from the floor included the following: Sandra 
Bonnette-Kim, David Calhoun, Rene Perez, Seokwan Hong, and James McPhee. 
Bishop Devadhar led us in “Spirit of the Living God” and prayer before the vote. 

BALLOT CLOSED -Bishop declared the Episcopal endorsement ballot closed. 
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GCFA -Shannon Logan, Shared Services of GCFA thanked the NEAC for supporting the general church with 100% 
apportionments.  She is grateful to be in partnership with us.  Shannon presented the Bishop with a 
certificate for our conferences support. He thanked her for her ministries are well.  

THE STATE OF THE CHURCH -The State of the church report by David Abbott of the Cabinet. (See Addendum #9 
at the end of these minutes).  

RS-16-201 –TO DISCONTINUE THE FAITH UMC, ORRS ISLAND, ME Beverly Stenmark moved the adoption of RS-
16-201. It was seconded and adopted. 

RS-16-202 –TO DISCONTINUE THE FIRST UMC, SPENCER, MA Rene Perez moved the adoption of RS-16-202. It 
was seconded and adopted. 

RS-16-203 – MERGER OF THE EAST BUCKSPORT UMC AND THE FRANKLIN STREET UMC Pat MacHugh moved 
the adoption of RS-16-203. It was seconded and adopted 

RS-16-204 – TO DISCONTINUE GRACE UMC, KEENE, NH David Abbott moved the adoption of RS-16-204. It was 
seconded and adopted. 

RS-16-205 – CHANGES TO RESOLUTION RS -14-214 ON THE DISCONTINUANCE OF THE MAYNARD UMC, MA  
Rene Perez moved the adoption of RS-16-205. It was seconded and adopted 

RS-16-206 – RESOLUTION FOR THE ALDERSGATE UMC IN WORCESTER, MA TO BECOME PART OF JESUS LIFE 
CENTER UMC Rene Perez moved the adoption of RS-16-206. It was seconded and adopted. 

RS-16-216 – RESOLUTION FOR THE DISCONTINUANCE OF THE IMMANUEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
WALTHAM, MASSACHUSETTS. LaTrelle Easterling moved the adoption of RS-16-216. It was seconded and 
adopted. 

CELEBRATION OF CLOSED CHURCHES – David Abbott led us in prayer for all these churches. 
POINT OF PRIVILEGE – Leigh Dry-COSROW monitors our NEAC, witnessed racism and sexism. She would like us 

to address these issues, talk about them, and start monitoring again.  
APPOINTMENTS Bishop Devadhar appointed Jacquelyn Brannen as the new Northern Maine District 

Superintendent, Karen Munson as the new Mid Maine District Superintendent and Gwendolynn 
Purushotham as the Interim New Hampshire District Superintendent.  Bishop Devadhar appointed LaTrelle 
Easterling as the Dean of the Cabinet with David Calhoun as the Secretary of the Cabinet.  Bishop Devadhar 
led us in prayer for all appointments. The Superintendents then read the new appointees on their respective 
districts. 

RECOGNITIONS – Bishop Devadhar presented plaques to the following for their eight years of service:  Rev. Pat 
MacHugh DS-NME District, Rev. Beverly Stenmark as DS-MME District.  Bishop Devadhar then presented a 
plaque to David Abbott for 6 years as DS – NH District. 

ADJOURNED – Bishop led in prayer before lunch at 12:17 P.M. 
 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 18, 2016 
 

RECOVENED SESSION – Bishop Devadhar led us a prayer to reconvene the session at 1:20 P.M. 
IMAGINE NO MALARIA -Bonnie Marden introduced the INM Coordinator.  She presented a plaque to Bishop.  

The offering collected at NEAC was $28,490.44, bringing the total to $1,214,392 for INM.  Bishop recognized 
Bonnie with a bouquet of flowers.  Bishop Ives led in prayer for INM. 

OPENING PRAYER – Betty Austin, MME District Lay Leader led us in our opening prayer. 
RS 16-120 -BUDGET RESOLUTION – Bill Burnside, Conference Treasurer explained the 2017 budget.  The Budget 

Resolution was presented by Ralph Howe (Pg. 183-185 PCB) 
AMENDMENT – Sandra Bonnette Kim moved that we add a line item, “Asian Commission,” which was 

commissioned by the Annual conference in 1982 (at that time called Southern New England Annual 
Conference), and find funding for this important ministry. 
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Furthermore, I ask that this body affirm the Asian Commission as an official commission of this body, 
recognizing that it is not a caucus.  It was placed in the wrong category in the new structure, Strategical Plan, 
in 2014, mistakenly placed with the caucuses.  We ask that it be placed in the appropriate section of the new 
structure.  This place can be worked out between the Asian Commission and Connectional Table.  The motion 
was seconded and adopted. 

Bishop Devadhar ruled that her motion needed to be divided.  As we are working on the budget now the portion 
of the amendment dealing with finances could be heard.  Sandra asked that a line titled Asian Commission be 
placed in the budget with an amount of $500.  There was considerable discussion on the floor between Asian 
Commission members and CFA chair, Ralph Howe.  Bishop Devadhar suggested a compromise.  We can 
suspend the rules for this purpose if you want to insert Asian Commission.  We trust that the strategic task 
force will bring it back to a listing.  We will do this immediately following the adoption of the budget.  When 
we come for the budget we can ask the CFA to accommodate the $500 for the Asian Commission in the 
budget.  CFA and the Asian Commission agreed that CFA would find the necessary $500 in the budget.   

The Budget was then affirmed as presented. 
MOTION TO SUSPEND THE RULES – Sandra Bonnette Kim moved to suspend the rules. Her motion was 

seconded and approved by the necessary 2/3 vote. 
MOTION – Sandra Bonnette-Kim moved “I move that we add a line item, “Asian Commission,” and find funding 

of $3,000 for this important ministry.  Furthermore, I ask that this body affirm Asian Commission which was 
established by the Annual conference in 1982 (at that time called Southern New England Annual 
Conference), as an official commission of this body, recognizing that it is not a caucus.  It was placed in the 
wrong category in the new structure, Strategical Plan, in 2014, mistakenly placed with the caucuses.  We ask 
that it be placed in the appropriate section of the new structure.  This placement can be worked out 
between the Asian Commission and Connectional Table.”  Her motion was seconded and affirmed. 

PERSONAL PRIVILEDGE – Sean Delmore quoting paragraph 643.5 of the Book of Discipline asked why Annual 
Conference Commission on Religion and Race did not have a seat at the Connectional Table.  Bishop 
Devadhar promised to bring it to the awareness of the Connectional Table. 

PERSONAL PRIVILEDGE – Travis Bonnette-Kim rose to express the deep pain that members of the Asian 
Commission experienced during the preceding discussion as they felt falsely accused by the CFA and 
indicated that they deserved an apology.  Ralph Howe rose to express his deep regret for what he said, 
apologizing and indicating it was never his intention to harm anyone. 

MOTION Hannah Rogers-moved that the Vermont Camping Task Force Report be printed in the Conference 
Journal.  It was adopted.  (See Addendum #10 at the end of these minutes) 

ELECTION OF EPISCOPAL ENDORSEMENTS – Election results were: 436 Ballots cast for the election of Episcopal 
Nominees – There were two elections:  LaTrelle Easterling and We Chang.  Bishop Ives led us in prayer for 
those so endorsed. 

RS-16-102 – MINIMUM CASH SALARY David Nicol presented the motion.  RS-16-102 was seconded and 
adopted. 

PERSONAL PRIVILEDGE – Cristian De La Rosa, for the Conference Committee on Hispanic Ministries, read a 
statement about the Orlando shootings.  

MOTION – Cristian De La Rosa moved that this statement be published in the Conference Journal.  Her motion 
was seconded and affirmed by the body. (See Addendum #11 at the end of these minutes) 

RS-16-214 – NE JFON COVENANT AGREEMENT, BY-LAWS & ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION was presented by 
Gary Richards.  RS-16-214 was adopted.  Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar thanked them for their great work. 

CONFERENCE STATISTICIANS REPORT – Joy Mueller presented her report which is printed in the Journal. 
NOMINATION OF JURISDICTIONAL POOL – Rene Perez moved to reconsideration the nominations to the 

Jurisdictional Pool.  His motion for reconsideration was seconded and adopted by the necessary 2/3 vote.  He 
then moved to add: Pat Parent, Pearl Wilkinson, Patricia Pena, Sela Rousseau, Sandra Bonnette Kim, Myung 
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Park, Amanda Bonnette-Kim, and Alicia Reeves-Freeman to the list of those already elected.  Motion 
seconded and adopted. 

RS 16-219 – New England Annual Conference Membership In the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice 
Becca Girell presented. RS 16-219 was seconded and adopted. 

RS 16-217 – A Resolution To Support The Council Of Bishops’ Proposal – A Way Forward Presented by Kevin 
Nelson & Steve Dry from the UM Federal for Social Action.  Scott Campbell proposed a friendly amendment 
to Item 5-substituting the word “regularly” for the words “at least once each quarter”.  The friendly 
amendment was accepted by the makers.  Johnathan Rodríguez-Cintrón proposed a friendly amendment to 
Item 2 adding the words “of Diverse ethnicity” after the words out LGBTQI persons. The friendly amendment 
was adopted by the presenters.  RS 16-217 was then adopted. 

RS 16-218 – Sean Delmore presented Ending Harm to LGBTQI Communities.  His motion adopt the resolution 
was seconded and affirmed by the body. 

MOTION -We Chang Motion to include GC Delegation Report in Conference Journal.  The motion was seconded 
and adopted. (See Addendum #12 at the end of these minutes) 

MOMENT OF PERSONAL PRIVILEGE – Emily Kotkowski asked the body to affirm the leadership Bishop Devadhar 
has provided us with for the last four years.  And also to let you know that you are back for the next four 
years.  Our Bishop received a standing ovation. 

MOTION – A motion to adjourn following the closing worship was seconded and approved at 3:18 P.M. 
CLOSING WORSHIP – Marcia and the worship team from Concord, NH Wesley closed us with worship. 
 

Addendum #1 – Laity Address 
Planting Seeds of Trust 
Ashley Renée Johnson 

 
“A new commandment I give you, that you love on another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one 

another.” 
John 13:34 

 
As an elementary and Sunday school teacher, I have had the opportunity to bear witness to this fact 

time and time again: kids really do say the darndest things. For instance, there was this one time during the 
children’s moment at my church when one of the leaders asked ‘What keeps you running?’ with the hope that 
the children would talk a bit about the daily tasks and activities that keep them busy, and the smallest guy there 
grabbed the mic with both hands leaned in, and said, “Dunkin’.” Dunkin’ keeps him running! (Which apparently 
means that even the youngest Americans run on Dunkin’.)  

And then, there was this time when I attempting to explain what prayer is to a very young student, so I 
mentioned that prayer is simply talking to God, and that same bright-eyed girl promptly looked up at me with a 
slightly furrowed brow and declared with all the bewilderment in the world “But, God doesn’t have a cell 
phone!”  

Not too long ago, a friend shared on Facebook that in a conversation that she was having with family 
that she nonchalantly mentioned to one of the little ones that apples grow on trees, to which this little one 
promptly responded with a great deal of certainty, “No they don’t. They come from the supermarket!” Now, 
where would she get a silly idea like that?  

The reality is that all of these beautiful young people are only doing what they’ve been taught by their 
caretakers to do. They’re telling the truth; their truth. The reality is that this honest little girl who is more than 
convinced that apples come from supermarkets and not from trees has probably only ever seen apples at Stop & 
Shop or Starmarket. Perhaps she has yet to have the treat of listening to a story that features an apple tree. It’s 
also possible that she hasn’t gone apple picking. Or, maybe she hasn’t gotten to the point in her preschool 
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career where she’s given that white Styrofoam cup, and dirt she can’t play with, and ambiguous seeds that she 
needs to plant in order to watch those ambiguous seeds that she planted grow. “Apples don’t grow on trees, 
they come from the supermarket.” It’s not her fault that she doesn’t have a clue where apples actually come 
from.  

 The thing is, we are like this honest little girl in so many ways. The truth is we too have lost touch with 
where our food comes from, and I’m not just talking about the food that we eat to nourish our bodies, or to 
curb our hunger, or to fend off boredom. I’m talking about the food that will truly nourish all of our souls.  

As the Church we have grown somewhat out of touch with where God’s nutrient dense foods of justice 
and peace really come from. The truth is we’ve become all too comfortable in this culture of convenience. We 
carry on as if the “church is only a forum to meet our individual needs” and we act like if we’ve given financially 
to a worthy cause we’ve done our job. But, the reality is that it is easier to hop online and post a hashtag, or pick 
out a program that will help in the fight against fill-in-the-blank, than it is to work side by side with brothers and 
sisters, all of whom will be complex and beautiful and different, not to impose our version of God’s will, but to 
identify and dismantle the sinful structures that prevent the common good from being established and 
maintained. In a society where so many people are in pain, in a church where so many of our brothers and 
sisters are in pain, do we even know what it means to get down in the dirt to plant seeds of trust? If we are 
really committing to planting seeds of trust that have the potential to positively change the landscape and diet 
of our society, we’re going to have to get dirty, and we will need all hands on deck.   

 
Planting Seeds of Trust is a Messy Work 

You see, planting, even planting seeds of trust, is a messy work. Let’s not waste time fooling ourselves. If 
we’re planning on doing some serious planting in and through the New England Conference, we are bound to 
get dirt under our nails, and in our hair, and on our clothes. We’re going to sweat, and when that sweat and dirt 
mingle we’re probably going to smell a bit like outside. We are going to be uncomfortable.   

You see I’m no expert, but I’ve watched my mother garden. Spring after spring, I’ve watched her work to 
whip the parched animal that is our backyard into shape and she usually begins with some weeding. I’m sure 
that there are many gardeners in the room who know a whole bunch more than I do, but it’s my understanding 
that identifying the types of weeds in your yard and killing the unwanted weeds at their roots are the first steps 
to effective gardening.  

Before we even dare to plant seeds of trust, we have got to do some weeding, and weeding is not easy. 
We must ask again and again and again, what are the weeds – the structures of oppression in our church, in our 
communities, in our society – that have prevented seeds of trust from flourishing for all too long? We must ask, 
what are the evil social constructs that help some of us to maintain our power? Because those are the cowardly 
ideologies that have literally, literally resulted in people killing other people. We must identify the weeds, and 
the fact of the matter is we have already identified so many of them. Now, it’s time to get rid of them.  

As we all know, less than one week ago, 49 daughters and sons, and brothers and sisters, and nieces and 
nephews, and cousins and friends – many of whom were LGBTQ – were murdered at a nightclub. A little over a 
week ago, a 17-year-old student was shot outside of a high school in Boston.  Almost a year ago, 9 churchgoers 
and church leaders were gunned down at their church. While these tragedies are all incredibly distressing and all 
incredibly different, what they do have in common is that time will inevitably fashion these atrocities into a 
mere number – 49, 1, 9 – numbers that all too easily roll off the tongue, numbers that can be said in one breath, 
but are just big enough for some to hide behind. Numbers that veil the sinful sources of these heinous crimes, 
numbers that are allowed to veil the evil systems that dehumanize people and promote disgust.  

Heterosexism, Racism, Classism, Sexism; those are the weeds, the valueless plants, that we need to 
identify. Those are the weeds we need to identify and uproot especially when some are so accustomed to their 
presence that they begin to mistake them for plants that are actually supposed to be there. Those are the weeds 
that we have to combat before we even try to begin planting. If we don’t we might as well not plant at all.  
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If there is anything promising about the presence of weeds though, it is this: if weeds are growing well in 
a particular area… if weeds are growing well in a particular area that means that nutrient-rich fruits and 
vegetables can grow there too. Weeds are a sign of fertile ground. The question becomes, are we courageous 
enough in our planting ventures to stay where the weeds are? Are we courageous enough in our planting 
ventures to go to where God has already prepared the ground with the nutrients that are needed for valuable 
plants to grow?  

 
Planting Seeds of Trust is a Corporate Work 

“Apples don’t grow on trees, they come from the supermarket.” If it is our goal to stay connected to 
nature, to plant seeds of trust, and to learn in the process where real food, where God’s nutrient dense foods of 
justice and peace come from, it is imperative that we embrace the fact that gardening is done best in 
community. Gardeners have always solicited the advice of their fellow gardeners.  How do you get rid of garden 
pests? When is the best time to plant annuals?  Do you have any idea what this plant is?  

Everyone has had different experiences and different areas of expertise that they can speak from. And, 
we will be able to garden more effectively when we embrace the fact that we need each other. We are not 
planting alone. Therefore, when planting seeds of trust it is also imperative that we listen to each other, and 
that we listen carefully. 

 Womanist ethicist Emilie Townes invites her readers to wrestle with defining a common good and she 
notes that that demands that we look beyond ourselves and the groups that we belong to in order to form 
policies that form a true democracy or I would add, that help to bring about that radical form of community that 
was called for beneath the cross of Jesus Christ. She writes, “Forgotten or disremembered is that the church is 
not in possession of the truth, but on a pilgrimage toward it.”1 There is not one person in here who knows all 
that there is to know about planting, just like there is not one person in here who possesses the truth. We are all 
journeying towards the truth as we journey towards perfection together and there are just a million miles to go. 
When we listen, really listen to each other, when we are able to show that we are really listening to each other 
we will be effectively planting the seeds of trust that we long to grow because community gardening is not 
about changing the way someone else gardens, rather it’s about collaborating in order to produce a rich and 
nutritious crop, and the same is true for planting seeds of trust.   

How Do We Plant Seeds of Trust? 
Now, once we have embraced the fact that we are going to get messy, once we have done the necessary 

weeding, and know that the ground is fertile, once we have listened to our fellow gardeners, only then are we 
ready to do some planting. John 13:34 reads, “A new commandment I give you, that you love on another: just as 
I have loved you, you also are to love one another.” This is how we plant seeds of trust. We love. (And, I’m not 
just talking about that mushy stuff.) 

In the thirteenth chapter of John, Jesus gives his disciples a new commandment. He instructs them to 
love in new ways. He’s talking to the church. This is a call for his disciples, his followers to love one another again 
and to love one another in new ways. Before us is the opportunity to love one another again and to love one 
another in new ways. I know we’ve heard this verse before, and I know where going to hear it again and again, 
but the moment that we think that we’ve got this one covered, the moment that we think what we are doing is 
loving when we are a part of a system that denies the humanity and value of others, the moment that we think 
that we have made God less of a god and more of a relic. God is active in our lives. And God calls us to love, and 
to love again in new ways just like we are loved and loved again in new ways by God.  

How do we plant seeds of trust? We love one another. We confront repeatedly the ways we’ve been 
taught to fear on another, others who are different from ourselves. We love one another. We confront 

                                                           
1 Emilie M. Townes. Womanist Ethics and the Cultural Production of Evil. (New York: Palgrave 

MacMillan, 2006).  
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repeatedly the hegemony, the structures, that are used only to shield and protect livelihoods of particular 
groups of people. We love one another. We repeatedly check our own privileges. We love one another. That is, 
we work, we demand that the policies, systems in our church, communities, and countries actually protect 
people, that, that is how we love.  

And, let us not forget that the scripture does not say love them, it says love one another. Loving one 
another also means receiving the love and the witness of others.   

To be sure there will be no harvest of justice and peace unless we plant seeds of trust. And, we cannot 
effectively plant seeds of trust unless we get messy and do this work together. If we fail to weed, if we fail to 
work together, if we fail to plant seeds of trust we’re going to continue to be like that little girl who is convinced 
that apples come from the supermarket and not from trees. We will remain disconnected from God’s 
abundance and we will start to call what we have now… that fast food that is good for some, we will start to call 
that fast food, that nutritious food justice; which is kind of like calling the tomato in ketchup a serving of 
vegetables. It is simply not the truth.  

But the good news is this. When we take the time to plant seeds of trust, God will provide everything 
else that is needed for those seeds to grow and eventually, eventually, those seeds will have an effect on the 
landscape and diet of our church and society.  
 

Addendum #2 – Laity Session  
 

Planting Seeds of Trust  
by Stephanie Cyr 

 
John 13:34  

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 
another. 

Tilling the soil 
I consider myself a good gardener. I can't wait to get out into the garden in the spring. There is just 

something good about getting into the dirt and watching things grow. In fact, just so you know I'm serious, I 
brought some of my tools to show you today. I have my hat, my rake, fertilizer and my trowel. I am ready to 
plant my garden. 

Any good gardener learns early in their agricultural career: soil is everything. If you don't prepare your 
soil properly, your garden will not thrive and your harvest will be poor.  When gardeners till the soil, they amend 
and prepare it to produce the best and most abundant crops. 

Hard soil needs to be broken and softened. Shallow soil needs to be dug more deeply.  And don’t forget 
the thorns and weeds, that if not removed will choke out our seeds if we don’t remove them before we start to 
plant. 

Sowing seeds of trust, hope and love require fertile soil in which to grow faith. The soil that we must till 
is an open heart. 

We can be the Gardener of our souls. The heart of man, where the seeds of trust, hope, love and faith 
will grow.  
We need to prepare the soil of our hearts to nurture these seeds.   

For this I need other tools.  I have my Bible, my cross, and my heart.   
Sometimes the soil of the heart has hardened itself to the word of the Lord. It become easy to be 

indifferent to the word, to just go through the motions. To hear but ignore what God is saying?  Amend the 
hardened heart with true listening to the God’s word to soften the soil. 
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The shallow soil of the heart needs to be deeper.  If the heart is shallow, though the seed is sown, it will 
not grow to maturity or be plentiful.  The seed will sprout, but wither and die because its roots cannot grow 
deep.   

Plow the soil of your heart with prayer, asking for the Lord to help break the hard parts, turn our lives 
over to till the soil deep. 

Finally, don’t forget to pull the weeds before you plant. The weeds of self-absorption, materialism, 
indifference, lack of understanding, intolerance, disrespect, and not valuing others, will choke out any crop if 
they are not pulled before planting. 

Patches of bad soil exist in all of us – we who are trying to plant, and those we seek to embrace and help 
with their planting. 

We have our tools – the love of Jesus, the word of God, and a tilled heart ready for planting. 
Let us till our heart soil to help others and ourselves in planting seeds of trust. 

 

Planting and Cultivating 
by Betty Austin 

Galatians 3 : 23-29 
No longer under the law. Locked up by the law but now through the gift of faith we are free to plant. 
 

Luke 8:26-29    Jesus came to free us.  Gerasene man and the swine.  People were afraid at the miraculous 
happening. Sometimes we are afraid to plant seeds because we don't understand either. 
 
I  Kings 19: 1-15a Elijah  Ahab  & Jezebel  

Wind earthquake fire.  Still small sound. Are we listening or whining? What things look like / what they 
are.    So often we decide on things without looking to God for the answer.  I was very ill about 3 and a half years 
ago.  Many folks including me thought if I just lost weight and exercised then things would get better. Instead l 
finally couldn't move at all so an MRI was done. A small walnut shape growth was growing inside the lining of my 
spinal cord pinching the spinal cord.  The radiologist couldn't believe I was still alive with the way it looked.  God 
had other plans and the growth was removed and I'm better than I was 20 years ago.  Sometimes are churches 
are like that too.  There is some little thing keeping it from growing.  Before we decide what to plant and 
cultivate we need to look to our Great Physician for wisdom. Listen for the still small voice , plant seeds of faith 
and cultivate with love  just as Elijah went out after his ordeal and found Elisha we too can listen and with love 
cultivate new disciples. 

 
The Harvest** 

by Karen Cassidy – NH Lay Leader 
 

“Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
that saved a wretch like me. 

I once was lost, but now am found 
was blind, but now I see.” 

 
After singing “Amazing Grace” I shared my personal story of “harvest” – at 12 years old picking strawberries 

for two weeks with a local farmer; for 7 cents a quart!  It was hard work, I made little money, got sunburned and 
ended up with a terrible rash around my mouth from eating too many strawberries! Harvest within the Kingdom 
of God looks a bit different!!! 

I then told the story of a young adolescent boy who, with his father came to church one day in June of 2015 
looking for food and clothing.  This young man was out of school – expelled – and looked as if there was no 
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hope.  The family had been ravaged by addiction and now it was just his father and him; it’s not easy to be poor 
as an adolescent and have to get clothing from a church – he was embarrassed. 

But something happened to this young man; he came to worship one Sunday by himself. He then started to 
come early to Vacation Bible School in July.  He came with his dad every Tuesday of the summer to help at the 
Food Pantry. By now his father was attending church too.  The church offered a scholarship for him to attend 
Camp Wanakee and he went and then went again in the fall! 

This young man began showing interest in the Media Ministry & was often found in the church kitchen 
helping with Coffee Hour or church dinners or functions.  During the day he was on the internet and would send 
the pastor copies of the Bishop’s communications!  He loves music and has actually played for the congregation 
during worship! 

And almost a year to the date of his first visit in June of 2015 this quiet, shy young man accepted Jesus Christ 
as his Lord and Savior and was baptized!  

 
This is the Credo that he wrote and shared with the congregation on the Sunday of his Baptism: 
“I came to First UMC for the first time a year ago. I was lost, alone and afraid. Here, I found a family. I felt 

welcomed and accepted. I enjoyed helping with the Public Supper, the Food Pantry, and other Ministries. I am 
glad that my father is also part of this church. I believe that Jesus Christ is our Savior and for that reason I want 
to be baptized. In the future I would like to continue working with the Media Team and with the music ministry. 
I also have to thank this church because I wouldn’t be where I am today without your help   God has done many 
things for me through this church and I want serve God while being a member of this church. “ 

One year ago this young man was lonely and lost.  He never really attended Sunday School, but has been in 
worship almost every Sunday.  He still gets into trouble; he has not come home a few nights. But he loves the 
church, he loves the people of church and he loves Jesus! We have nurtured him, fed him, cared for him and 
loved him. He has been found – “harvested” through the grace of God and the power of the Holy Spirit and for 
that we say “Amen!” 

“I once was lost, but now am found, 
was blind, but now I see.” 

 
**This is a compilation of what I shared at the 2016 Laity Session as I spoke only from notes and my heart.  
 

Addendum #3 – Episcopal Address submitted 
THE TWO FOOT SHUFFLE: 

CELEBRATING OUR PAST AND CREATING (WITH GOD) OUR FUTURE 
2016 Episcopal Address, New England Annual Conference 

Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar 
 
Friends: I greet you in the precious name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, in whom and through whom, 

we have communion with God and one another. My wife, Prema, joins me in celebrating your ministry of 
faithfulness and perseverance in transmitting the good news of Jesus the Christ to the people of New England. 

 
A Reading from the book of Proverbs 2:1-6: 
 

My child, if you accept my words 
and treasure up my commandments within you, 

2 making your ear attentive to wisdom 
and inclining your heart to understanding; 

3 if you indeed cry out for insight, 
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and raise your voice for understanding; 
4 if you seek it like silver, 

and search for it as for hidden treasures- 
5 then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God. 
6 For the LORD gives wisdom; 

from his mouth come knowledge and understanding; 
 
We are living in momentous times of change, and as the book of Proverbs affirms, the Lord God gives 

wisdom. The book of Proverbs is one of several books of wisdom in the Hebrew Bible. In this passage, a parent 
gives instructions to a child. The parent urges the child to listen to wisdom and understanding. One seeks 
wisdom as one would search for silver or hidden treasures. Ultimately, wisdom will help the child to ward 
against evil. I draw from these verses of the book of Proverbs to begin this episcopal address, because living in 
New England as people called Methodists, today we, too, seek the wisdom of God for our lives and ministry. 
These are times of challenge and promise. I believe we are called to continue to improve upon ministry "as we 
have always known it" while at the same time creating new models of ministry that will carry us forward into the 
future. We celebrate our past even as we seek to improve the effectiveness of our congregational life. We seek 
the wisdom of God as we work to create new ministries for the sake of our sons and daughters. 

 
I want all of us to learn the "two-foot shuffle.” 
 

You can dance it 
Or prance it. 

You can walk it. 
You must talk it. 

Learn to do the two-foot shuffle! 
 
The two-foot shuffle is what we need to learn. Let me explain. 
 
Gil Rendle, in an article he wrote a year ago, gave us a framework for living in these momentous times. He 

referred to our present age as "in-between times." We are leaving behind an older paradigm for church life and 
embarking on a newer paradigm where people continue to search for spiritual meaning but seldom do so in 
congregations and denominations. We live in the world of "the church as we have always known it" where we 
minister to and with those who are affiliated to our traditional way of being church. At the same time we live in 
a world of the unaffiliated, "the people most unknown to the mainline church" and with whom we are less 
comfortable and competent relating to.1 

 
According to Rendle, leaders of the church need to learn to give their attention to and provide resources for 

the unaffiliated while at the same time continue to improve how we do ministry with the affiliated. Hence, we 
need to learn how to keep one foot in the world of church as we have always known it and one foot in the 
emerging world of creating "new forms of faith communities."2 We need to learn the two foot shuffle. 

 
The one foot is placed firmly on the ground of works of improvement. The other foot is placed on the less 

known ground that leads to works of creativeness. The one seeks to make our current systems of 
denominational church work more effectively. The other seeks to create something that is, as yet, unknown in 
order to make disciples among people who are currently unaffiliated with our churches. 
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The two-foot shuffle is about doing two things simultaneously: improve the way we do church and create 
new forms of faith community. If we are going to thrive in this new world we are living into, we need to do both: 
improve and create. 

 
Notice the key word, "improve." Rendle believes that the current systems for congregational life are not 

sustainable. We continue to live off of the generous giving of fewer and fewer people. He predicts that our 
denomination will close 10,000 churches over the next several decades. Fewer churches are able to support the 
salary and benefits of full-time clergy.  Increasingly, newer generations are not drawn to organized religion. We 
have to improve if our current form of church is to thrive in the years ahead. As the subtitle of his article 
indicates, "better" is not good enough. We need to work toward substantial improvements even while opening 
ourselves up to think and do church more creatively. 

 
The old way of starting new churches is still a valid means toward improvement. Some may think that any 

new church belongs to the category of "creating something new." Not so, says Rendle. Most of what is 
considered new church development today is a work of improvement. We need to continue to encourage 
established churches to plant second or third campuses. 

 
Here in New England, we can point to new expressions of church that do fit the category of "creating 

something new,'' and therefore we can be proud of Simple Church in Grafton, Massachusetts as well as 
Connexion in  Somerville, Massachusetts. We need to find ways to encourage other such new expressions of 
forming Christian community. 

 
Celebrating Our Improvements 
 
Before we further explore ministries of improvement, let me just celebrate some of our accomplishments of 

the past four years. People have indicated to me that we can celebrate a more prayerful presence and concern 
among pastors and laity. We can celebrate our prayerful appointment process. We can celebrate our ministry 
with youth and young adults, including pilgrimages to Taizé and Mission of Peace. We can celebrate our 
improvements in financial health and management and that we have been able to pay 100 percent of our 
apportionments to the General Church in the last two years. With God's help, we will reach the goal we set of 
raising a million dollars for "Imagine No Malaria." We are finding new ways to give support to congregational 
development efforts. We have implemented "Appreciative Inquiry'' as a way to develop leaders for the 
conference. We celebrate all of these areas, which we can put into the category of "works of improvement." We 
have done well on the first of the two feet of the two-foot shuffle. 

 
We need to continue these efforts at improvement. And let us be clear:  unless we continue to improve our 

congregational systems, we won't have a leg to stand on because ministry will become less and less sustainable. 
 
A new book that was just published last month gives us helpful guidance and inspiration for the work of 

improvement. Doug Ruffle is the Associate Executive Director of Path 1, the new church starts division of 
Discipleship Ministries. His book is entitled, A Missionary Mindset, and in it he draws from the lessons of the 
great Methodist missionary and evangelist, E. Stanley Jones. 

 
Ruffle organized his book around principles he witnessed in the life and work of Stanley Jones, who served 

as a missionary to India during the 20th century. The book emphasizes 

 Prayer:  keeping our focus on God 

 Self-awareness:  understanding who we are 
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 Listening:  taking the risk to understand persons of other faith traditions as well as people with no faith 
tradition 

 Humility:  looking  to lift up others through gracious interaction with those who live in our 
neighborhoods 

 Love:  making it real to others.  Here Ruffle quotes Mahatma Gandhi when he told Stanley Jones that 
Christians needed to "emphasize love and make it their working force, for love is central to 
Christianity."3 

 
For Ruffle, "to reach our communities with the gospel of Jesus Christ, we need, more than ever before...a 

missionary mindset. Our context for ministry is less and less familiar with Christianity, so it feels more and more 
like a foreign mission field."4 

 
We need a sufficient amount of self-awareness, so we can leave behind the trappings of what Ruffle calls 

"our default culture," the assumptions and habits we learn from our families, neighborhood, churches, and 
wider culture. We become self-aware about our default culture, so we can embrace cultures and people who 
are different from us.5 "We are called to love our neighbors in all their diversity," writes Ruffle, "and understand 
the similarities and differences between our way of living and theirs."6 

 
When we take the principles of Stanley Jones to heart and approach our mission field as if we were from a 

different country and learning a new culture, then we can make improvements in the way we reach our 
communities with the good news of Jesus. 

 
Looking Toward a Creative Future 
 
What, then, of our work of creating new forms of the church? This is the other foot of our twofoot shuffle.  

The current systems in our church life favor the work of improvements. If we are ever to reach the unaffiliated 
who are not attracted to organized religion, then we need to find creative new ways to form Christian 
community. 

 
Another newly published book, entitled Weird Church by Beth Estock and Paul Nixon, is an excellent 

resource for navigating the unknown waters of making disciples among the unaffiliated. Estock and Nixon help 
us to better understand the enormous paradigm shift we are living in today. They help us understand how 
different spiritual dynamics play into whether a person will have any affinity with those who are affiliated with 
church as we have known it and those who are unaffiliated and unlikely to ever find a place in our traditional, 
mainline churches. 

 
The book draws upon a theory of spiritual dynamics to help provide a framework for what is happening to 

our church world today and why younger people are not finding our traditional way of doing church meaningful. 
The theory of spiritual dynamics, first articulated by Clare Graves and further developed by Don Beck and 
Christopher Cowan, asserts that "human nature changes as the conditions of existence change," which gives rise 
to new systems for living.  "We change our psychology and rules for living to adapt to these new conditions."7 
The system of church life as we have known it is rooted in a different spiritual dynamic from the emerging 
generations of people. The newer value systems into which people are moving do not relate well to systems that 
worked in the past. Estock and Nixon say that it is not our role in the church to try to force these newer world 
views into an earlier world view, but rather "partner with people, however we find them, to create that new 
thing that longs to spring forth."8 
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Let's be clear. It is not that newer world views are not spiritual.  Indeed, when we use the creativity of our 
minds and hearts, when we are open to discover new expressions of the church, we will see that there are types 
of communities of faith that can resonate with younger generations. 

 
We are challenged to plant a foot squarely in the world of creating something new in the church. Weird 

Church gives many examples of new expressions that will help us open our minds to new ways to make disciples. 
They mention Grafton's "Simple Church" in their chapter on ''The Dinner Party" and Connexion in Somerville, 
Massachusetts in the chapter entitled, "The Community Center." 9 

 
There are many more new expressions of church described in the book. I urge you to read both of the books 

mentioned above. Both books can be studied by small groups, which would be a good way to discuss these 
issues of the two-foot shuffle in the local church. 

 
Thanks be to our Creator God in and through the precious name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! The 

improvements we can celebrate from the last four years are not my doing, but by the grace of God, by people of 
this annual conference working together, being faithful to their call to ministry whether lay or clergy. And, if by 
the grace of God and the decision of the jurisdictional episcopacy committee, I am granted four more years to 
serve here, then I foresee an emphasis on the two-foot shuffle where we continue to improve on the church as 
we have known it while, at the same time, opening our minds and hearts to creative new expressions of being 
the church. Please allow me to lay out some specifics about a vision for the next four years. 

 
Looking to the Future 
 
1. Starting new places of worship and recruitment of clergy – Our Conference area is a great mission field 

in which to make disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world at such a time as this. We 
need to think outside of the box radically and aggressively to start new places of worship for people of 
all ages, colors, nationalities, and ethnic groups. Additionally, may we make an earnest attempt to start 
at least ten new centers of Taizé worship every year in the new quadrennium? These centers are 
especially designed to reach out to youth and young adults. Tonight I commit myself, along with our 
Cabinet, to work aggressively with the recruitment team of the BOOM to identify and invite ethnic 
clergy from within and outside the boundaries of our Conference. That means we have to rearrange our 
priorities and funding patterns of congregational development and take a second look at the priorities of 
our budget. 

2. Development of children, youth, and young adult leaders – While I am extremely thankful to each and 
every one of you for the generous support you have extended to Taizé, Mission of Peace and other 
endeavors, we still have a long way to go in supporting our children, youth, and young adult leaders. In 
my opinion, we need a vibrant and innovative Conference Coordinator for children, youth, and young 
adult leadership and ministry development. I would ask your help in getting this person in place by the 
2018 budget. 

3. Continued resourcing of our ministries and mission – We continue to reap the fruits of the work of the 
leadership of the General Commission on Finance and Administration (GCFA) and the General 
Commission of Religion and Race (GCORR) in this quadrennium, which have blessed us in successfully 
addressing fiscal and property challenges and enabling the leadership committee to learn about 
Appreciative Inquiry in their work. In this quadrennium, we need to extend this kind of opportunity to 
the areas of missions, discipleship, and ecumenical ministries. It is my hope and prayer that the newly 
elected leaders in these areas will use the leadership of our denomination’s general boards and agencies 
for this continued guidance and training. This will allow us to reap the full benefits available for 
resourcing our leaders to become God's change-agents in our Episcopal area and beyond. Furthermore, 
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it is vital for us to seize the excitement for mission in our area, not by doing things in silos and self-
interest groups, but by exploring what we can do together as ONE BIG MISSION team through a summit 
on mission arranged by our conference Board of Global Ministry. I am thankful to the leadership of our 
Board of Ordained Ministry (BOOM) for already arranging a training event for the members of the 
BOOM, all the District Committees on Ordained Ministries, and the Cabinet, so we can all work together 
as a team, honoring our individual responsibilities and boundaries of each team. 

4. Support for clergy care and spiritual renewal – As I conclude my journey with you in this quadrennium, I 
am saddened by our inability as a Conference to support our clergy financially in a manner that enables 
them to care for themselves in times of crisis, exhaustion, need for renewal, and sabbatical needs. More 
and more clergy express a need for such an opportunity but are unable to do so because of financial 
restraints.  Friends, I respectfully and lovingly request you authorize the Annual Conference leadership 
to support an endeavor to raise $1 – $2 million to create a fund for this purpose to be administered by 
the BOOM of our Conference. 

 
As we attempt all of this, we should do so as serious learners. For the last three years, I have been 

requesting you to read books.  As I read the pastoral conversation forms, I realized that some you have taken my 
recommendations seriously while some of you have not even attempted to read a single book.  I commend and 
congratulate all of you who have taken my challenge. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. However, tonight I want 
to request every pastor and every church to study at least one of the following two books and start a small 
group in your churches to read them, so we have 100% participation. If you choose both books, that would be 
excellent. I strongly urge you to do so. The books, already mentioned, are  

1) A Missionary Mindset by Douglas Ruffle  
2) Weird Church by Beth Estock and Paul Nixon. 

 
As I look to our collective future, I want to keep both of my feet moving: in the world of the church as I have 

always known it, so it continues to make improvements in reaching people with the gospel and in the world of 
creating something new. I hope you will join me in this "two foot shuffle."  We will need to have the courage to 
fail as we explore new ways of being the church. We will need to innovate in bold new ways if we are to be 
faithful to the call and challenge to make disciples of people who hold new world views. 

 
We live in exciting times! May the Holy Spirit of God give us wisdom and understanding for living in "the 

present age." May God guide us all as we seek to be faithful followers of his son, Jesus Christ, wherever God 
places us in ministry.  We may live in "in-between times" now, but when we boldly and faithfully trust our lives 
to God, we will serve as God's instruments for finding new ways to invite people into Christian fellowship and 
discipleship.   

 
I thank God for all of you. And may the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
I love you and God loves you!  
 
Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar 
1Gil Rendle, "Waiting for God's New Thing: Spiritual and organizational leadership in the in between time or 

why better isn't good enough," Texas Methodist Foundation, April 2015, p. 5.  
2 Ibid, p. 7. 

3 Douglas Ruffle, A Missionary Mindset, p. 103. 
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4 Ibid, p. 17  
5 5 Ibid, p. 19.  
6 6 Ibid, p. 25. 

7 Beth Estock and Paul Nixon, Weird Church, p. ix. 
8 Ibid. 
9 Ibid, p. 97, 124 
 

Addendum #4 – Episcopal Address presented 
by Bishop Devadhar 

Friends, I greet you in the precious name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. This is the fourth time that I 
address you as your bishop; and I need to say that it is not just a joy, but a privilege. I am grateful to be with you 
tonight.  

Since we have gotten to know each other over these years, I feel that I can ask you to take a step with me 
into something different tonight. 

I had my episcopal address written more than a month ago. I think it is a good one – if I may say so myself. It 
will be posted online for you to read later, and I am offering that as my 2016 episcopal address; as my vision for 
our Conference going forward.  I hope you will accept that. Will you receive it? Can I get an Amen to that? Thank 
you.  

But for now, I am putting it aside. Tonight, I don’t want to give an address; I want to talk with you. These are 
not ordinary times, and I think we need to deviate from our typical routine, but before I go on, let us take a 
moment to center ourselves while we listen to our soloist Farah Padamsee.  

Now, friends, I want to talk with you. I want to tell you some of my joys and my pains after this General 
Conference – some of these we may have in common. I want to speak to you, my brothers and sisters, as your 
spiritual leader and from my heart.  

Some wonderful things happened in Portland: We celebrated Imagine No Malaria; the full ordination of 
women; our new and stronger ecumenical partnerships, which are close to my heart; and new kinds of ministry 
like the German ministry built around a climbing wall. I was excited to see proposals coming from the floor to 
increase apportionment dollars for theological education in Africa and Asia. In these moments, we see the best 
of ourselves as United Methodists.  

Technological advancements, particularly Rule Number Six to use tablets and queuing systems, enabled 
more international delegates to come to the microphone and take part in the deliberations.  

As I was watching this, I was reminded of my mentor, Dr. Tracy Jones, who was the former General 
Secretary of the Board of Global Ministries.  He said he was most encouraged by the third assembly of the World 
Council of Churches in 1961 – because for the first time there were 21 non-Europeans, people from the Third 
World, on the platform. 

It was a great joy for him to see the younger churches coming and taking part in the deliberations. I felt the 
same way. This is the first time, in my experience at General Conference, that we were a truly global church. 

But there was pain as well.  
The queue also seemed to be filled with more attempts to program the Holy Spirit using Roberts Rules 

instead of allowing the Holy Spirit to lead us and keep us moving forward. We spent almost three days talking 
about Rule 44. Our inability to remove the discriminatory language in our Book of Discipline that calls our 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, and asexual (LGBTQIA) brothers and sisters “incompatible 
with Christian teaching” divides us. It is some of our deeper pain. How can any child of God be called 
"incompatible with Christian teaching?" We are all made in God's image.  After this week’s massacre at the Pulse 
Nightclub in Orlando, I am reminded of the words of the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. who said, “In the end, we 
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will remember not the words of our enemies, but the silence of our friends.”2  May we, as a church, not keep 
silent in addressing all kinds of issues and phobias that tear down the fabric of God’s beautiful creation of all 
people.  

And I was disappointed to see so few of our youth and young adults present. What does that say about us 
when the average age worldwide is 29.9 years? Friends, we need youth and young adults at the table as we look 
to the future of our church.   

Now, with all these things going on, I boarded the plane for Massachusetts and what caught my eye was a 
story about commencement speakers in the USA Today of May 20, which was also the last day of General 
Conference. Facebook C.O.O. Sheryl Sandberg, speaking to the graduating class at Berkley, talked about the 
death of her husband: 

"The easy days ahead of you will be easy. It is the hard days – the times that challenge you to your very core 
– that will determine who you are. You will be defined not just by what you achieve, but by how you survive."3 

This caught me, because now I said to myself: "We need to work on this." We came back from General 
Conference a hurting people. As a conference, where we have different voices, how do we work together as we 
move forward? How will we survive? And what will that say about us as United Methodists? As people of God? 

We are deeply divided by how we look at human sexuality. These are hard days, but I need to be the bishop 
for all people, and I want us to be the church and to be defined as a powerful Christian witness in our 
Conference and beyond. 

Friends, at this point, will you allow me to share my story? I would be most grateful to you. Bear with me 
until I finish this.  

Coming from India, I had a very different view on human sexuality than I do today. Over time, my mentors, 
my own study – biblically, theologically and culturally – and the grace of God transformed me, but it was the 
people I met along my journey that really changed me. Let me tell you one story: 

Let me tell you about Randy. Randy was raised as a United Methodist. When they realized he was gay, his 
church shut the doors on him, a United Methodist church. Randy started going to a Unitarian church. Randy said 
to me, "When I die, I don't want any United Methodist pastor to come near me." That was a turning point in my 
life.   

In 2004, in the interview process before my election, I was asked the question: At the 2004 General 
Conference in Pittsburgh, when the Soul Force members came into the plenary hall, what did you do? Why did 
you do it?   

To the best of my memory this is what I said: When the Soul Force brothers and sisters visited us, I stood in 
support and love for them. I did so because, friends, those are the baptized children of our churches. In their 
baptism, we said we would support them, and we did not know what their sexual orientation was at that time, 
and we as a church do not exclude them because of their sexual orientation. 

In responding to a later question – If you are elected, what will you do, as bishop, to promote healing and 
unity in the church? – I told them: Friends, I think we need to go back and look at our biblical studies very 
seriously. We cannot be literal and historical on a few matters and cultural and contextual on others. We need 
to go for a deeper biblical study together. We need to be in deeper dialog using the Wesleyan Quadrilateral of 

                                                           

2 King, Martin Luther, Jr.  “Steeler Lecture.” The Trumpet of Conscience.  Boston:  Beacon Press, 1968.  
Retrieved from https://www.reference.com/history/quote-martin-luther-king-jr-s-speech-says-end-
10507aacf0c7a90b#  

 

3 “Class of 2016, where will you lead us?” USA Today, May 20, 2016. 
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scripture, tradition, reason, and experience so that we can understand one another and move the church 
forward. I will follow the Book of Discipline with grace and love. I will also use my office as bishop for teaching 
and for seeking deeper dialog with dignity, grace and love.  

Interestingly, after the interviewing was over – someone from my home conference delegation came up to 
me and said: Suda, you really offended many people today with your answer. This person went on to tell me 
from which Conference this criticism came. But God has a sense of humor: I was sent to that same conference in 
my first assignment!  

As soon as I got there, a group of brothers and sisters came to see me, and they just said very clearly: 
Bishop, we are very frightened by your answers. How will you lead us as our bishop?  

I said: Friends, I want you to know, the moment I was elected as a bishop of the church, I was elected for the 
whole church. I am your bishop and the bishop of all others as well. I want you to allow me to be your bishop. I 
want to be the bishop for those who agree with me and for those who do not. I want to be the bishop for all. So 
let us talk about it. I shared my story about how and why I changed, and they shared their own stories.  I have 
many other stories to share, as I expect you also do, and welcome the opportunity for further dialogue with 
anyone who wants to do so.    

At the end, there was a calmness and quietness. I told them: Friends, we need to understand that we cannot 
keep fighting for these four years or eight years about where we stand on this, but shall we continue the dialog? 
And may we be the church so that we are really doing what Jesus is asking us to do in the gospels? May we 
follow the Jesus who walked along the shores of Galilee and learn from him? 

My journey has continued, but there has been no change in my position on this. As a bishop of the church, I 
honor the Bible and the Book of Discipline, but I know that alongside the law there is grace. If there's a 
complaint – on any matter – there is a process in the church, and I will be faithful to that process. I will try my 
level best to do everything with grace and love, so all parties can feel that, whatever the outcome, we reflected 
the church at its best. I must tell you, also, that I believe in my heart that church trials will only divide us further 
and wound us as a body of Christ. 

We need to look at each other and listen to one another's stories before we make judgments about each 
other.  

As Bishop Bruce Ough said in the statement on behalf of the Council of Bishops: 
"… we belong to God and we belong to one another. I urge you, as we have been encouraged this week, to 

join your bishops to put on the garment of grace, to walk humbly with one another, to seek justice for all." 
The question before us is not: How do we deal with the issue of human sexuality. The question before us is 

how do we journey with our LGBTQIA brothers and sisters – or any child of God – in a way that shows we really 
do belong to one another? How do we see each other as brothers and sisters in Christ? How do we look into 
each other's faces across the table, across the globe, and not see "the others" but the body of Christ? How do 
we become a fully inclusive church?    

These are not easy questions, but we must answer them.  
That is why, as I said in 2004, we need to engage in deep biblical study together. Some will say we have done 

this before without result, but, friends, we need to go deeper with each other in our discernment. And as 
Rueben Job writes in Finding Our Way: "Discernment is not a call to 'just pray about it.' Rather it is a call to 
radical, risky, and complete trust in God rather than our own ingenuity or rhetoric." 

Are we ready to fully trust God to lead us? I think we are. 
 My colleagues and I stayed in Portland a full day after General Conference, and in the midst of all of this 

pain, one hopeful thing, in my opinion, was that we, the bishops, talked deeply to one another and tried to 
understand one another.   

Now, we still have a lot of work to do in preparing this commission and other things, but we tried to listen to 
one another; we tried to understand one another's pain. We tried to see, as our colleague Bishop John K. 
Yambasu of Sierra Leone preached at General Conference, "Christ in one another." 
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Speaking of Matthew Chapter 25, he said: "Some good preachers refer to this passage as the Great 
Judgement. But to me, this text is not really about judgement as such. It is about the miracle of life in God, the 
miracle of seeing Christ in one another ... It is about being faithful to Christ's call to be there for the poor and the 
needy in our world; to be there for those who have been pushed to the margins of life. To be there for those 
who are not like us." 

We need to do this, my friends, because the world is looking for Christ in us. This hurting and broken world – 
and especially those on the margins – need us to be the hands and feet and face of Jesus Christ.  
Our division over human sexuality begins to seem like the biggest challenge we face in the world – sometimes as 
if it is the only challenge for us as United Methodists. But is it? Of course not.   
 
The rhetoric of our political candidates is becoming more and more extreme – focusing on building walls and 
spurring hatred of those seen as outsiders. Young black lives are being lost – butchered – in our cities. Heroin is 
coursing through our communities.  
 
The abduction of children in Nigeria, the Syrian refugee crisis, food insecurity, a lack of access to medicines and 
clean water and education…plague the entire globe. We are called to bring God’s kingdom to this world, yet we 
did not make much time, if any, at General Conference to even speak about these devastating problems.      
 

One of the most powerful things I've ever seen is Mother Teresa’s funeral service. When she died in 1997, 
the funeral procession was surrounded by the people who are on the margins in our world – it didn't matter 
which religion they belonged to; they were there because they saw Christ in her.   

That's what people are looking for in us. As we lead the church together, friends, my hope is that we are 
very serious in offering Christ and what Christ looks like in the gospel to the world. That has the power to reach 
anyone – to reach everyone. That is what should define us. That is how we survive these hard days. 

We do not always find it easy to meet each other with Christian love. We get uncomfortable, sometimes, 
when we try to embrace those who do not look or think like us. We often struggle to do what Mother Teresa did 
and what Jesus did so effortlessly.  

 
But, friends, we do not have to do it alone. We need only to look around and see that we have each other – 

our brothers and sisters in Christ here to help us. We have our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with us. And we have 
our transcendent, merciful, and loving God to guide us forward.  

I do not know what God’s plan was in bringing me here four years ago. But I know that wherever I am, I am 
called to be the bishop for all the people. If you allow me to be, I will be the bishop for all in New England. I 
sincerely want to be and I have tried my very best to be a bishop of the whole church.  

My vision for our church is the same now as it was before my election in 2004: 
I envision a church of the Pentecost in which the Holy Spirit is igniting, and gifting and empowering God’s 

children of all ages, backgrounds, colors, and personalities to glorify their Creator as passionate witnesses for 
Jesus Christ. Such a church does not merely serve the poor, the left out, the different, but welcomes them 
warmly into its hearts, homes and worship.   I envision a church that faithfully seeks the presence of God to 
confront the public and moral issues that compromise God's Reign and that deface God's Creation.  I envision a 
church that stretches beyond denominational and cultural boundaries in claiming and celebrating its Wesleyan 
enthusiasm.  This vision of the church is a solid Christian foundation expressed through costly Christian 
discipleship. 

Friends, thank you for allowing me to take a risk and share my thoughts. Can we now, together, take this 
radical, risky step and put our complete trust in God, so we can fulfill that vision of our church? I hope and pray 
that we can. I believe that we can. 

Let us take some time to reflect now as we again listen to our soloist Farah Padamsee.  
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Addendum #5 – Zeigler Preaching Award 
Planting Seeds of Trust 
by Tom Getchel-Lacey 

 
Text: Isaiah 11:6-9 
 
     Never in my wildest imagination did I imagine that I would ever receive the Ziegler Award for preaching.  I 

have to say that I am deeply honored and humbled, especially considering how many of the past recipients have 
been heroes of mine.   But I’ve got to tell you, this award comes with baggage. I mean,  how many awards do 
you get where you need to prove that you deserved the award after you received it.  I hope I pass the audition.    

      On top of that, the award is for prophetic preaching, so I’m supposed to be prophetic.   And the one sure 
way to make certain you won’t be prophetic is to go in trying to be prophetic.   I’m always a little nervous about 
when we pastors call ourselves prophetic anyway.  I think it usually takes at least a few decades to figure out 
who the real prophets are, which kind of eliminates the possibility that any of us will be consulted about 
whether we make the grade.   So, I’ll leave it you and to time to see if my words will reach the exalted level of 
prophetic.  Even so, it’s hard not trying to meet that expectation.  

     And then there is the need to be topical.  These are some of the times when it becomes difficult for the 
preacher to follow Karl Barth’s famous dictum that the preacher should preach with the Bible in one hand and 
the newspaper in the other.  Thank God the Scriptures don’t change, because the headlines certainly have been 
these past couple of months.   General Conference and its dysfunction and talk of splitting. The horrifying attack 
in Orlando.   And then, this historic annual conference.   I’m glad I don’t work too far ahead of time, or I would 
have written this sermon at least four or five times only to have to throw it away.    

     As it is, it was not easy to figure out just where to go with this very unique sermon.  Even as late as last 
night, I kept changing my mind and throwing out what I had just written.  Finally I remembered that I had a 
while back given the worship leaders a text, and maybe it would be good to start there.  So, then, back when I 
though I knew what I would say to you all,  I chose a text for us to read and hear—and even though I have 
changed so much of what I am going to share, the text is a good one for us all to hear and heed.  It contains that 
soaring vision from the prophet Isaiah that lays out God’s dream for the world that God created—a world where 
the wolf lies down with the lamb, and children can play in snake pits, and where ultimately,  “they,” or maybe 
we should say “we,” will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord.”   

Like me, maybe you are thinking that sounds a lot like the first of John Wesley’s three simple rules, which 
simply says, “do no harm.”   We United Methodists have been called to be seriously and fully committed to 
following that rule, which means being fully committed to living out Isaiah’s vision—to working alongside God to 
build a world where no one hurts or destroys in all of God’s holy mountain. Because as we have been hearing for 
some time now, it’s time.  Lord knows it is time.  In particular one of the things that we have said this conference 
is that it is time to stop hurting and destroying our LGBTQI brothers and sisters.  In the light of Orlando,  it might 
seem a little clearer than it had in the past that real hurt, real destruction, real harm is being done to these our 
brothers and sisters and that our church’s languages and policies and trials and suspensions have been a part of 
that harm.   We have actually been going backwards in our commitment to do no harm.   

And it’s time to repent and turn away from the harm we are doing.  It’s time.        
     And along our journey of repentance, I want to share three things it’s time for us to commit ourselves to. 

First, it is time for us to stop talking about the “issue” of homosexuality and start seeing LGBTQI folks as real 
human beings.  Because when the wolf is attacking the lamb, you don’t have an issue.  You have an emergency.   
When the asp is biting the child, you don’t have a debate, you have    

a crisis.   When the gator is sneaking up on the unsuspecting toddler,  you don’t have a public relations 
problem, you have an unspeakable nightmare.  Just ask Disney World.   
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    See, we don’t have a homosexual issue in the church.  And if I never hear the insulting and belittle phrase 
“the homosexual lifestyle” again,  I will be a much happier person.   I know for me my conversion to being an ally 
came when I began to stop seeing homosexuality as an issue.  Because issues are mainly things we talk about, 
and debate about and fuss over, and to be strung along and avoided. 

     For a long time, as a pastor who was committed to statistical growth in the churches I served,  I made the 
decision to avoid rocking the boat when it came to controversies, with homosexuality being at the top of the list.  
Why introduce a conversation that was bound to cause division, pain and upset.   And I wasn’t alone, I know.   

     What I needed, and what so many in our church needs was to be Huck Finned.  Do you know what I 
mean?  In Mark Twain’s classic novel, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Huck runs away from home and hops 
on a raft as his means of escape.  Joining him is his friend Jim, who also happens to be a runaway slave. Along 
the way, Jim had been captured and was being held until he could be returned to his rightful owners for a $200 
reward.  Huck goes back to the raft to figure out what to do next, and there he gets to thinking about what he 
had learned in Sunday School about what happens to people who assist runaway slaves. “People that acts like 
I’d been acting about [Jim]” he’d been told, “goes to everlasting fire.”   After all, the Bible is clear, right?  Right 
there in Ephesians 6:5, it says, “Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear.”   

     At first, Huck feels genuine conviction for his “sin.” And so, in order to avoid hell and clear his conscience, 
he writes a letter to Jim’s owner, to tell her where Jim could be found. And initially, that decision feel good, and 
right, and he is relieved to have escaped hell. But then, Huck starts thinking about Jim, and their friendship and 
love for each other, and all the things Jim had done for him, and says to himself,  “All right then, I’ll go to hell,”  
and tears the letter into pieces. 

    You see, Huck came to understand that it wasn’t about the “issue of slavery,” or whether it was right or 
wrong.  For him it started to become about his friend Jim, and how love called him to not betray and harm him, 
even if that meant going to hell.  On our way to living out Isaiah’s vision, it is time for us to stop talking about the 
issue of homosexuality and focus on the real lives of real people who we are continuing to harm.  

     It’s time.  It’s time, brothers and sisters.  It’s time to stop thinking that it’s all about us.  Some of us have 
followed the trial of the horrible rape on the campus of Stanford University, where a student raped an 
unconscious woman behind a dumpster.   One of the many things that made this story so disturbing was the 
infamous letter sent by the father of the rapist to the judge begging for leniency.  The letter mourned the impact 
that this ordeal had had on his son, and how he was paying such a heavy price for what the father so egregiously 
referred to as “20 minutes of action.”  What appalled so many people was how much the father’s letter sounded 
like a victim impact statement, as if the rapist was the victim.   There was not a single glimmer of recognition 
that his son was not the victim but rather the perpetrator. His son was not a victim—he was a perpetrator, but 
that seemed lost on his father. 

     Friends—we’ve been writing a similar letter for a long time.  We have tended to fret about the damage 
our division over how we treat our LGBTQI siblings has done to the church and its witness.   I have said it 
myself—what a shame it was that we were so caught up in the morass of our “debate,” and how much it was 
hurting the church.   It’s time to let go of this self-centered sort of thinking. In the long line of people that our 
language and policies have hurt, we ourselves as a church are far down that last, if we belong on it at all.  It’s 
time to recognize that we are not the victims.   We are the perpetrators.  And we should not spend another 
moment fretting about how painful and destructive our divisions are and get about the business of no longer 
complying and cooperating with an unjust and hateful system of harm.  

    And finally, it’s time to say no to fear and yes to courageous, risky commitment to doing no harm.  As Will 
Green said yesterday, working for justice is difficult and scary work. I have always admired surgeons, and 
wondered how they were able to steel themselves to perform such important and risky surgeries with such 
potentially long lasting impacts if a mistake is made.  A few years later,my wife and I stayed overnight in the 
home of an orthopedic surgeon, and while there I noticed a placard on his desk that helped me understand fear 
and bravery in a different way.   It said, simply, “brave people do things they are afraid of.”    And that, I have 
learned is how it works.  It is not the absence of fear that indicates courage—it is the presence of fear and the 
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decision to go ahead and do it anyway.  I know that for years I was guided by fear and thank God, by God’s 
grace, I have now and then been able to experience that perfect love that casts out fear.   

It is a scary thing for the lamb to risk lying down with the wolf.   It is a scary thing for the child to play in the 
snake pit.  And in a strange sort of way, it is a scary thing for the lion to give up their power and dominance and 
risk a new way of life.   But we will never come close to being a part of Isaiah’s vision for the world if we don’t 
bravely do things we are afraid of.    

      And it is that bravery that will guide us as we continue to strive for the fulfillment of Isaiah’s vision of not 
doing any harm,  for the fulfillment of our prayer that God’s will would be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Friends, we passed a great statement of non-conformity to our denominations unjust and harmful language and 
policies.  Praise God!  That is great.  But there is still so much more to be done.  Whether we will turn our words 
into actions remains to be seen.  And even if we do, we are far from being the church God has called us to be.  
We are far from being a place where we do not hurt or destroy on God’s holy mountain.  Even just in the last 
two days, we white progressives and allies, in the process of trying to end the harm perpetrated upon our 
GLBTQIA siblings, wound up harming our brothers and sisters of color in ways many of us, myself included, are 
completely oblivious to.  So the work continues.  

     Friends, it’s time.  It’s time.  It’s time for the wolf to lie down with the lamb. It’s time for the lion to get 
together with the kid.  It’s time to stop being complicit in hurting and destroying in God’s holy mountain.  It’s 
time for the church to say, “Alright, then I’ll go to hell,” and to tear up the letter of the law and embrace the 
spirit of God’s love.  It’s time to be brave and do things we are afraid of.  It’s time not only to accept our LGBTQI 
brothers and sisters, but to embrace them, fully, and completely, for the wonder and the miracle that they are.  
It is time to move from merely saying, “you can belong to our church if you want,” to saying “we want you to 
belong, we need you to belong, we are incomplete without you, we are not fully the body of Christ without 
you.” It is time to say no to hate and yes to love.  It is time to say no to cynicism and yes to hope.  It is time to 
say no to harm and to say yes to nurture.  It is time to do more than pray and to do more than vote. It is time to 
neither hurt nor destroy in all God’s holy mountain.  It is time.  It is time.  It is time.   It is time.  It is time.   
Hallelujah. 

     And when we seize the time, it will indeed hasten the day when the fulfilment of God’s dream for the 
world will become a reality, and the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord. Amen. 
 

Addendum #6 – Report of Imagine No Malaria Celebration 
by Ellen Bridge and Bonnie Marden 

 
 
Since right after lunch – hope some gathering music is possible… 

 
Bugs from St Matthew’s enter, bug costume, INM display sign/banner …all participants ready near podium 

or procession 
 
SLIDE 0  Bishop introduces Ellen Bridge as Co-Chair of INM Executive Steering Committee and appreciation 

for her leadership and Sheri Altland, INM National Campaign Director. 
 
Offering Sheri 3 minutes to bring greetings and gratitude from the national/global church. 
…words of thank you…ending with….you imagined, you gave, you saved.  
 
Celebration Litany – readers state name and where you are from first! 

 
SLIDE 1  Leader (Ellen Bridge):  Congratulations New England Conference for your generosity and 
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accomplishments impacting lives through the historic Imagine No Malaria campaign! Many of our amazing 
partnerships are noted in our Resolution of Thanks.  This brief litany highlights just some of our 
accomplishments and ways we are changing the world.  Please join us in this spoken response…. 

Response:  We Imagined, We Gave, We Saved 
  
SLIDE  2 Leader(Sara Ames): We know that at least 445 churches contributed – and others have contributed 

today or in ways that haven’t yet been counted!  Please rise if your church has offered education or financially 
supported Imagine No Malaria.  (pause for movement and applause)  Our churches were joined by generous 
agencies and mission sites who supported Imagine No Malaria!  Churches experienced missional awakenings –  
the story of We are united in mission!   

Response:  We Imagined, We Gave, We Saved 
  
  
SLIDE 3  Leader (Kristin Anderson) We engaged our communities with displays parade floats community 

dinners and presentations!  I shared Imagine No Malaria information at our community Farmer’s Market.  We 
proclaimed the Good News and invited others to partner with us as … 

Response:  We Imagined, We Gave, We Saved 
  
SLIDE 4  Leader: (Rene Wilbur) We impacted more than 100,000 lives through our fundraising – which 

roughly equals the population of Manchester, NH OR Lowell MA, OR the combined population of Portland ME 
and Burlington VT, OR the combined population of Bangor and Auburn ME and Lexington MA  OR  the combined 
population of East Providence RI and East Hartford CT   All across New England….. 

Response:  We Imagined, We Gave, We Saved 
  
SLIDE 5  Leader:  (George Button)  Our Ambassadors promoted and supported each district – New 

Hampshire District reached 100% participation – and others are close behind!  I shaved my head and challenged 
our Sunday School to be bug busters.  Let’s thank the children who led us, the educators who inspired us and 
our Ambassadors who helped us as… 

Response:  We Swatted, We Shaved, We Prayed 
  
SLIDE 6  Leader:  (Peg Moser – stay with Abraham during next reading)  During our campaign, the death rate 

fell from one every 30 seconds to one every two minutes.  Still, more than 400,000 child succumb annually to 
malaria. The United Methodist Church serves the world when…. 

Response:  We Imagine, We Give, We Save 
 
Leader: (Abraham Waya)  I want to thank the New England Conference for the prayers and support as my 

family and others mourned with families impacted by malaria.  Thanks to you, my nephew’s daughter Hope, 
who lost her life to malaria in 2013, left a legacy of hope for all of us.   When anyone has malaria, we all have 
malaria.   

   
(during this reading – persons carrying bugs and nets dance through plenary hall)  
SLIDE 7 Leader:  (Dan Ames) We reaffirm our United Methodist passion for ensuring other brothers and 

sisters in other lands are able to sleep safely and soundly through the night and have access to treatment, 
information and preventative services.     Hey…get those bugs out of here….….there are some over there…shoo 
fly…be gone bugs… (etc. til bugs leave…) 
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SLIDE 8 Leader (Sheri Altland) You joined other Annual Conferences throughout our international connection 
that have enabled the United Methodist Church to raise over 68M and gifts are still coming in!  The work of this 
historic campaign will continue through the denominational Abundant Health initiative.  

  
SLIDE 9 Leader (Bonnie Marden) The New England Conference total gifts and pledges is currently  $990,000!   

Including all our support for this global health initiative which began with Nothing But Nets from 2007-2010, 
New England United Methodists have impacted the lives of at least  …120,000….. persons with gifts total
ling over  $990,000  +205,000(NBN)       Congratulations New England Annual Conference and the people of the 
United Methodist Church as…. 

Response:  We Imagined, We Gave, We Saved 
 
The journey is not over – there are more lives to be impacted locally and globally  – and there are other 

important missions we are called to support today and tomorrow.  We celebrate all that God calls us to imagine 
– from this day forward!! 

We Will Continue to Imagine, We Will Give, We Will Save 
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Addendum #7 – Report of Native American Ministries 
by Pat Parent 

 
James 1:22-25New International Version (NIV) 
22Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23Anyone who listens to the 

word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror 24and, after looking at 
himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 25But whoever looks intently into the perfect law 
that gives freedom, and continues in it — not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it — they will be 
blessed in what they do. 

 
Kwai N’id8bok (Hello my friends) 
Woliwini – Thank you for these few moments.  I am here in my role as co-chair of your New England 

Committee on Native American Ministries to follow-up on our Act of Repentance of last year, when we 
promised to stand up with Native people on issues of social justice – as they communicate them to us. 

What a service that was!  Rev. Thom White Wolfe Fassett and Marcia McFee helped take us to the mountain 
top. We Methodists are good at that.  I love that about us, don’t you?  We’re good at that. 

A year has passed. We made some promises and then we returned to our everyday lives and the lives of our 
churches.  Our lives are very, very full.  It’s easy to forget.  In James 1:22-25, the author warns about being 
hearers, but not doers.  He talks about looking in a mirror and then going away and forgetting what we see 
there.  I do that every day.  I get up, stumble in, look in the mirror.  I do my best with what I have to work with, 
then go away and do my best to forget what I look like.  Your Committee on Native American Ministries 
(CONAM) challenges you and ourselves, not to use last year’s service of repentance as a mirror from which we 
walk away. 

One way to keep our promise is to fulfill paragraph 654 of the Book of Discipline.  “Every local church at 
charge conference shall designate by nomination and election minimum of one person per charge (without 
regard to race or ethnic origin) or a designated member of an established church committee to represent the 
need for better awareness of Native American contributions to the local church.  These names are to be 
submitted to the district superintendent at charge conference to be given to the annual conference committee 
on Native American Ministry.”   This is required of each charge and your CONAM stands ready to help.  We are 
also ready to help churches get involved in fulfilling the promises we made to the Native Community.  We invite 
you to contact us – just give me a call, a shout, an email.  Just don’t twitter me – I don’t tweet or chirp.  We will 
help you get started. 

Thank you for your time.  Woliwini ta Aquiene.  Thank you and peace. 
 

Addendum #8 – COSROW Recognition of the 60th Anniversary of the Ordination of 
Women 

in The New England Conference with Full Clergy Rights 
 

We would like to recognize and celebrate the 60th Anniversary of the Ordination of Women with full 
clergy rights affiliated with the New England Conference.  Video from General Conference: 
https://vimeo.com/162618320 
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Many thanks go out to Patricia Thompson, our Conference Historian, and Leigh Goodrich, the COSROW 
representative from the national office in Chicago, for their support and assistance. 

The firsts from the New England Conference are as follows: 
            1958: Four European Women from the former Maine Conference (The four Hs  
                     –Harris, Hart, Haskard and Henrichsen) 
                        1985: African American, Inez Jones 
            1959: Former New Hampshire Conference – European American, 
                                                                                     Faith Adams Chandler 
            Former Southern New England Conference-  
                                                                 1970 – first European American 
                                                                            Julieanne Sotzing Hallman (retired) 
                                                                            Jones-Lurvey (retired)  
                                                                  1985 – first Hispanic 
                                                                              Yolanda Pupo-Ortiz (retired) 
                                                                  1986 – first Korean  
                                                                              Young Kim (NY) 
                                                                   1992 – Three African- Americans 
                                                                               Julia Adelaide Mendez Thomas Doutaz (retired) 
                                                                               Joyce Whetstone (retired) 
                                                                               Charlotte Pridgen-Randolph 
          New England Conference (Consolidation of the above conferences) 
                                                                   1998 – first African 
                                                                               Dorothy Yaa Ofobi Adomakoh Asare 
                                                                   2003 – first Japanese  
                                                                               Hikari Korai Chang (NY) 
    Of the firsts, Charlotte Pridgen-Randolph is the only Elder still appointed in the New England  
    Conference. Joyce Whetstone, is retired but still actively involved in the conference.  

 

Addendum #9 – State of the Conference 
by David Abbott – Dean of the Cabinet 

 
Good morning Church!  My name is David Abbott and I have the honor of serving as the dean of the 

Cabinet of the New England Conference.  As such, I am the one who is presenting the state of the Conference 
report on behalf of the Cabinet.  Our intent as a cabinet in this report is to expand on the idea and image of 
planting seeds of trust within ourselves, our local faith communities, the conference and beyond… in the recent 
past, the current time frame and hopefully into the future.   

We share this report fully aware of the brokenness within the UMC and the horrific tragedy that 
occurred in Orlando just recently.  We do not profess to have all, or even any, of the answers.  We confess that 
an essential part of building trust and planting seeds of trust involves confessing our collective (and ongoing) sin, 
and seeking God's grace and guidance and way forward.  We continue to pray for God’s guidance, grace, and 
mercy in all of these areas. 

What we are sharing today is our belief that we need to continue to explore the possibility of restoring, 
or creating new, community within our conference as we seek to prepare the ground around us to plant seeds 
of trust. 

We acknowledge the great challenge that such an endeavor requires and so we call upon the image of 
farming in New England some 300-400 years ago as a guide for moving forward with this sometimes daunting 
work.  This image we are trying to create with words comes from a variety of sources.   
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As one might imagine, the earlier you arrived in the New World – on that land that we call New England, 
as named by Captain John Smith in 1616, the harder life was.  During the 1600s colonists began their new 
lives with whatever they brought over, the rest they had to make by hand. Colonial homes either started off as 
cave dwellings or by imitating Native American dwellings made of tree bark and skins.  

The reality is that if you had lived back in colonial times, there's a 90% chance that you would have been 
a farmer. Craftsmen ordinarily combined farming with their trades, doctors, and lawyers and even ministers 
were part-time farmers.  As Market Basket and Shaw’s were still a few years from moving into the area, many 
families worked hard to prepare the land and to develop small farms to feed their families and to maybe use the 
produce to barter for other essential items. 

 This farming work was not for the weak.  Land in New England was poor and difficult to farm.  There 
were few draft animals available for the work so that meant that clearing had to be done by human labor alone, 
a long, backbreaking process. Farmers had to first clear stones from their fields before they could begin to farm. 
Some of those stones can be seen today in old stone walls.   

Trees and stumps had to be cleared, with the wood used for homes, transport, house wares and 
burning.  The poor soil made farming difficult.  That which was familiar and proven over the years, the crops that 
had been grown in England did not always fare well in New England.  There were new challenges including, the 
cold, long, and harsh winters, which made the growing season very short.  Fields had to be plowed, seeds sown, 
irrigation ditches built, barns raised, roads cleared and pretty much every other back breaking task that might be 
needed to create a New World. 

In other words, it took lots of hard work, determination, and the reality of failure all with the hope that 
something good could come from all the labor.  Stating the obvious, the reality was that if the seeds weren’t 
planted, nothing would grow.  To restate the obvious, the hard work was done with the hope that something 
new could happen even though nothing was promised.   

We gather here today as an annual conference, in this very same facility, approximately one year after 
what many would call a very painful gathering of the New England Conference.  One newcomer to last year’s 
meeting wondered out loud why they would even come again.  People who have been attending for years went 
home feeling numb.  Leadership was questioned, confidence in the conference was shaken, behavior that didn’t 
represent Christian action was remembered and words of grief and suffering were being spoken when people 
talked of annual conference well after the leaves had fallen from the trees across this region.     

For many this has also been a very challenging and difficult gathering though we as a cabinet would echo 
the hope and thought that some seeds of trust have been cast upon the ground with the hope fruit will come to 
the benefit of all. 

The idea of planting seeds for this annual conference was seen as an image of hope.  Notice the call to 
annual conference wasn’t to nurture plants of trust or harvest fruit from trust trees but rather about the initial 
act of planting seeds of trust.  They recognized it wouldn’t be an act of walking up a tilled row dropping seeds 
merrily along the way.  There would be work to do in order for the ground to even be ready to receive the seeds.   

This image of planting seeds of trust also wasn’t about denial or burying the hurt of many people but 
rather holding out the belief that there was a new day coming, not a perfect day, not a promised day, but one 
that had the potential to change the world.  They acknowledged the difficult work required for such an act as 
planting seeds of any kind, including addressing the various barriers in our field of ministry and mission while 
holding onto the hope that a new day is coming.  As a conference we’ve been all about that over these past 48 
hours or so.    

They hoped that in the months leading to this annual conference, during our time of meeting together 
here in Manchester, and as we move together into the future, some of that work could be started and some 
seeds of trust could be planted.   

The verses in John chapter 13, just before our annual conference verse, talk about our Savior and Lord 
washing the feet of his accuser, the one who will deny him, and the many disciples who won’t stand at the foot 
of the cross when he is crucified.  Yet as he finishes this act usually reserved for the lowliest of servants, he 
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commands those who would be his disciples to love one another in the very same way that he loves them, that 
he loves us.  Jesus then continues by saying, “This is how everyone will recognize that you are my disciples—
when they see the love you have for each other.”   

As individuals and an annual conference how are we doing with this command so far?  How is the idea 
of figuratively washing the feet of those whom we know will betray or deny us going?  Instead of commanding 
over, how are we doing with serving up to all those around us, especially those whom we consider to be the 
Peters and Judas’ in our lives?  To those on the far left, on the far right, and those in the middle, how are we 
doing in loving others as Jesus loves us?  Can people tell that we are disciples of Jesus Christ by how we love 
each other?  Do they see the Jesus in us by the way we act in the name of Christ? 

As we consider our individual and communal answers to these questions we gather at annual 
conference 2016 and our call is to plant seeds of trust.  Some may be asking, who has the audacity to plant 
seeds of trust in this hurting, broken conference?  To plant seeds of trust in our conversations?  In our actions?  
In our attitudes?  Is it really worth the work to prepare for such seeds, or any seeds to be planted?   

So we need to ask ourselves, what are the other choices?  Continue words of hate?  Words of distrust? 
Words that divide and hurt?  Words that speak of justice but do not have the actions behind them?  Planting 
seeds of trust may sound corny or go against the grain for some but do any of the others sound any better?   

We are doing many of those other things already and how is it working for us?  We’re supposed to strive 
for perfection in love according to John Wesley and how has that been going over the past year, years, or 
decades?  Everyone feeling the love of Jesus from each other?  Everyone being the living and loving presence of 
Christ to everyone else?  The scriptures tell us that we are to love God and neighbor and also those whom we 
might consider our enemies.  Is that going well? 

As a Cabinet we ask everyone not to discount the planting seeds of trust as some pie in the sky idea.  Is it 
wrong to dream of fields of trust alongside those of unconditional love, grace, mercy, and reconciliation?  We 
agree, the world doesn’t seem too interested in any of those fields, but what the world wants and what Jesus 
commands us to do as disciples of Christ don’t always agree.  What if we all worked together, as one body, the 
one where Jesus is the head, to remove the logs in our own eyes, the stones that have created barriers amongst 
us and plant a new field with a vision of a new day, a new hope moving into the future.   

As we vision such a place, we the Cabinet want to share with you where seeds of trust have been 
planted, are being planted, and hope to be planted in various places throughout the conference.   Seeds of trust 
planted across New England, by people, congregations, agencies, committees, and conference leadership hoping 
for a new day, a new way, an abundance of divine fruit. 

We praise these folks within our conference who are tilling the fields of their communities and beyond, 
using their rakes of righteousness, wheelbarrows of grace, shovels of sacrifice, come-a-longs of reconciliation, 
hoes of hope, manure of mercy, feet of faith and hands of healing to share the love of God, the grace of Jesus, 
and the power of the Holy Spirit.   

As we stand before you today, we are not denying our present situation as a conference and as a 
denomination, but we acknowledge with thanksgiving and praise that in the midst of our brokenness there are 
signs of hope, new life, and the beauty of God that is being revealed.  We believe that even in the darkest of 
valleys we do not have to fear for God is with us, our refuge and our protector. 

Looking for proof?  Here are just a few stories of where seeds of trust have been planted recently and in 
the past.  We do not know if they will produce fruit but they have been planted and for that we give thanks. 

As many are aware, last year elders within their districts were asked to preside over church conferences 
in United Methodist and Federated churches as a way of building relationships between congregations as well as 
providing the opportunity for District Superintendents to live into their role as chief missionary strategists as 
directed by the 2012 UMC Book of Discipline and supported through our Strategic goals that were approved at 
our 2014 annual conference.  

Rev. Stan Cushing, pastor at the Plymouth UMC in Plymouth, MA was asked not once, but twice by his 
District Superintendent Seok Hwan Hong to preside at church conferences at High Street UMC in neighboring 
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Duxbury, MA.  During these meetings, a relationship developed first between Stan and the High Street 
congregation and quickly expanded to the two congregations and seeds of trust were planted.  Stan wanted to 
know about their ministry, their current situation, and what visions they might have for the future.  Guided by 
prayer and the movement of the Holy Spirit, the Plymouth and High Street churches began talking about what 
God might have in mind for the two of them.  Each has their challenges and each would be required to be all in 
on this new adventure.  As a result of seeds of trust being planted through the process of elders presiding at 
church conferences, this year a new United Methodist Congregation called South Shore Methodist Church with 
two campuses is being created.  We await with anticipation to rejoice in the abundant fruit that God will 
produce! 

Planting seeds of trust in the New England Conference is also exemplified by the faith communities 
known as Grace UMC in Keene, NH Faith UMC in Orr’s Island, ME as well as First UMC in Spencer, MA and Lake 
Shore UMC in Lynn, MA.  These congregations have discerned through very intentional processes that it is time 
for their ministries as they have been known to end.  However, as Easter people, they do not fear death but 
rather celebrate the promise of resurrection.  Part of their decision to close was a commitment to leave their 
remaining resources to be used through Hebrews 11 to start new communities in their local area and across the 
conference.   

Seeds of trust?  These decisions were made in the midst of prayer and upon reflection on God’s call in 
their current ministry.  Rather than stay open until they had spent all of their money or there was no one to turn 
off the lights, they have chosen to leave a financial legacy to ministries yet to be formed and whom many of 
these congregations may never meet.  This requires faith in God, and trust in the leadership, congregational 
developer, and the Trustees of our conference.   

On the other side, as these resources are invested in developing faith communities, those receiving the 
funds will know and hopefully understand that they have been given great trust to proclaim the Good News of 
Jesus Christ wherever God has planted them.     

What about here at annual conference?  On Thursday, in the midst of our grief and despair because of 
the actions of one person to murder and spew hate in Orlando, many gathered around round tables to 
experience the circle process.   Many months ago Rev. Yoo-Yun Cho Chang brought this idea to our conference.  
Since then there have been many, many people who have worked long and hard to bring a dream into reality 
and to create a place where honest sharing can happen amongst members of the annual conference.  The 
prayer was that by participating in the circle process that lay and clergy would learn a new way to build 
relationships and to have conversations with people who carried different perspectives and beliefs.   

The process also hoped to create a place where we as a conference could begin to trust each other, 
maybe be willing to risk that new relationships could be built and existing ones strengthened and maybe, just 
maybe, helping to prepare the field for true reconciliation.  As there was no recording of the event or anything 
that was said we have no idea how people experienced these circles but it was the hope of the team that maybe 
in conversation some boulders might be moved, stumps shredded, and ground prepared for seeds of trust to be 
planted. 

For those who participated did we learn at least the beginnings of how to talk together in a new way? 
Here are some more examples of the act of planting seeds of trust.  One of the many blessings that we 

have within our conference is the opportunity for cross-cultural appointments.   
There are groups within the conference who are working to help with the transition of such 

appointments so that they can begin on an open and trusting foundation.  Two years ago, our bishop, along with 
Bishop Light, Rev’s Rene Perez, LaTrelle Easterling, and Seok Hwan Hong created a video about some of the 
challenges and opportunities of cross-cultural appointments.  In the video they shared personal experiences, 
wisdom they had gained over the years and suggestions as to how to plant seeds of trust that could transform 
such an appointment.  The video has been shown during the last two seasons of transition workshops in the 
conference for churches and pastors who are moving that year.   
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In one situation, as a result of watching the video and reflecting on the truths within it, when receiving a 
cross-cultural appointment, the SPRC felt free to talk about a variety of topics with the pastor and each other 
that they might not have previously considered including accents, being the only person of color in an area, and 
how the congregation could support this new pastor.  When the take in meeting was over, the church was 
excited about the possibilities and the pastor rejoiced that the folks had been open and honest from the 
beginning and were welcoming the pastor with open and authentic arms.  Sometimes planting seeds of trust 
requires risk and the willingness to be vulnerable for the sake of truly being understood.    

As our ancestors taught us, sometimes the soil needs to be worked before the seeds can be planted.  
Such is the case in the Northern Maine District, one of the regions of our conference and nation with declining 
population and serious economic depression.  In the midst of these challenges the local church is finding the 
cost of remaining a full-time presence in their communities to be a real challenge.  In Northern Maine there are 
currently just eight full-time appointments in a region that covers thousands upon thousands of square miles.  
Of those eight, three rely on Mission Church status, financial support from the conference, to remain so, and of 
the remaining five, their salaries are much closer to the conference minimum than what can be found in the 
southern parts of our conference.   

As a result, their District Finance Committee has been exploring different ways to maintain and expand 
ministry within the mission field.  This involves naming the obstacles, acknowledging the needs, and considering 
what would be the most effective ministry model for the region.  What new seeds might be planted in this field 
as opposed to what has worked in other areas of the conference?  Part of their work has been exploring the idea 
of having various areas within our conference become a recognized Missionary Conference of the UMC.   

Their hope is to begin to talk about this within the conference in 2017 and depending on what happens 
in those conversations, to consider making such a request in 2020.  In order to even have such conversations, to 
plant seeds of trust about the possibilities, they are working very hard to prepare this field for possible use and 
to give all who would be involved in such an action, the resources they need to discern whether or not to plant.   

Here is another field being prepared for planting seeds of trust.  For those who were present at last 
year’s annual conference, one of the areas of pain was a recommendation from The Camping and Retreat 
Committee to close Covenant Hills Camp in Cabot, VT for the 2016 camping season and possibly beyond.  The 
emotions and conversations were raw and difficult.   

Based on what was heard during and after the conference’s decision to accept the recommendation, 
one could feel great tension, confusion, pain, and grief as well as feelings of brokenness, distrust, and anger.  
Even though there was an understanding that a group would explore camping and youth ministries for the 
Vermont district of our conference, as well as the use for the Covenant Hills property, people really wondered if 
they’d be impartial and, Spirit guided or simply rubber stamp the recommendation of the previous committee.   

The VT Task Force On Camping/Retreat and Outdoor Ministries began meeting after last annual 
conference to reflect on their task.  In a report that might be heard at this annual conference but certainly will 
be in the journal, this group, cloaked in prayer, in the spirit of grace, and with open hearts, is planting seeds of 
trust through their transparency, willingness to think outside of what had been suggested before, and the 
acknowledgement that there is much work to do and many amazing possibilities of how to do God’s work on the 
property and throughout the state of VT.  Quoting from their report,  

  Acknowledging the deep pain from this action and the difficulty of this conversation, “we also proclaim 
that we are a people of grace, grace which is bigger than our hurt, our mistrust, and our anger.  And, as our Book 
of Discipline states, (Section V. Church Membership, ¶219, p. 223, ‘Mutual Responsibility’), we affirm that we 
are a people who are, “Willing to confront conflict,” so that we might love more perfectly, and be united in 
closer harmony through the Holy Spirit. We as a committee trust the present and future ministry of Covenant 
Hills to the beautifying and perfecting Grace of God! We believe that God has a plan, that relationships will be 
healed, and that there will be a new creation that not one of us can fully comprehend yet.”  This group is seeking 
to plant seeds of trust in authentic and very real ways.  Find their report in the journal and see the work they’ve 
done to find the stones and stumps as well as begin to remove them. 
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If we were to take a few moments and ask for folks around the table to discuss how they are planting 
seeds of trust as individuals, faith communities or as members of conference leadership, committees and 
agencies, we can only imagine the stories of hope we’d hear.  

We might hear of churches moving their ministry to the streets and taking the time to plant seeds of 
trust through real relationships with folks who have been hurt time and again by the church.  We might hear of 
pastors and congregations who planted seeds of trust through open conversation and dialogue and have 
created covenants of understanding and ministry that have transformed how each is serving with the other as 
they seek to serve all of God’s people.   

We might hear of those who are working with immigrants or asylum seekers, neighbors who come from 
places of pain and suffering to a new land.  Of how these volunteers are living examples of trust and as result 
plant seeds of trust in these people who are new to our country.  As a result, these folks plant seeds of trust in 
their new relationships and soon a field has been planted.    

If we listened to stories around the tables we might hear of ministry teams serving local congregations 
and in order to create a shared ministry have to work through stumps and stones of “we’ve never done it this 
way before” or “why can’t we have a ‘real’ pastor” just in the hope of planting seeds of trust.  Of laity and clergy 
in churches of all sizes and locations stepping outside the four walls of their facilities because of seeds of trust 
that have been planted within them by the saints of the past and present to not just do “for” the communities in 
which they live but to serve “with” them. 

Maybe we’d hear the story of local congregations sowing seeds of trust with the residents and directors 
of prison transition housing and how some of the residents have found church to be a place of acceptance and 
support.  Or those congregations who have sowed seeds of trust that have produced amazing food support and 
backpack programs for children who would otherwise be hungry over the weekend or during the summer 
months. 

Yes, we are a broken people.  Yes, we are a denomination that is far from perfect and some would say 
are way behind the times while others would strongly disagree.  Yes, we are a conference that makes mistakes 
in appointments, in decisions, in actions but strives to recalculate and move forward on the path God lays before 
us.  Yes, this report does not make all things well, and was not intended to do so, but hopefully shows where in 
the midst of the stones and stumps in our ministry and the region in which we live, there are people who are 
working to clear and prepare the fields to plant seeds of trust fully aware of failure but recognizing that without 
doing so, nothing will change, and we will continue on this same path that doesn’t seem to be working so well 
right now.   

Whether you are fully on board, not really intrigued, waiting for this report to be over, or absolutely 
doubtful, all we ask is that we might all pray over the seeds of trust that have been planted and pray for new 
ones, including those being planted this week, to take root and produce abundantly for the glory of God.  Amen! 

 

Addendum #10 – VT Task Force On Camping/Retreat and Outdoor Ministries (VTTF) 
by TASK FORCE MEMBERS: Brigid Farrell, Vermont DS;  Yunki Kim, Clergy in Montpelier, VT Jenn Becker 

Carpenter, CRM Rep. & Director at Aldersgate;  Norman Thombs, CRM Rep., Director at Mechuwana; Hannah 
K. Rogers, Clergy in Rutland, VT 

2016 Annual Conference Report 
 

OPENING PRAYER: God, who welcomes us here today; guide us in this time.  Help us remember that it is you 
who invites us to partake in this your church and not the other way around.  Help us to hear your Spirit’s 
leading.  For this we pray in Jesus’ name. AMEN. 

Last June, this body voted to form a Vermont Task Force on Camping/Retreat Ministries to tackle three 
things:  

1.)  Recommendation for use of the Covenant Hills site for 2016 
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2.)  Long term recommendations for the Covenant Hills site  
3.)  To assess and sculpt a strategic plan for Youth ministries in Vermont 
Over the course of the last year, our committee has met in skype-like meetings each month.  Cloaked in 

prayer, in the spirit of grace, and with open hearts, we have discussed in depth the three tasks we were given 
and bring 3 recommendations before this body today. 

Before we share our results of our discernment and the three recommendations we are making to the 
Annual Conference regarding the future of Covenant Hills, there are some things which are vital for this body to 
hear: 

First, we wish to acknowledge that this isn’t an easy conversation.  We know so many of you have 
experienced deep pain over the decision to suspend programming at Covenant Hills in 2016.  We also know that 
the pain which we experienced as a body while discussing this at last year’s Annual Conference still reverberates 
within this body. We recognize that there are some for whom any repair of these wounds is and will be difficult. 

Yet, amidst the knowledge and claiming of this, we also proclaim that we are a people of grace, grace which 
is bigger than our hurt, our mistrust, and our anger.  And, as our Book of Discipline states, (Section V. Church 
Membership, ¶219, p. 223, ‘Mutual Responsibility’), we affirm that we are a people who are, “Willing to 
confront conflict,” so that we might love more perfectly, and be united in closer harmony through the Holy 
Spirit. We as a committee trust the present and future ministry of Covenant Hills to the beautifying and 
perfecting Grace of God! We believe that God has a plan, that relationships will be healed, and that there will be 
a new creation that not one of us can fully comprehend yet.  

With these truths in mind, we want to now share with you several things this task force discerned over this 
last year, after working with the former Board of Directors/Site Committee for Covenant Hills and the 
Conference Trustees. 

Our first recommendation is that Covenant Hills be transformed from a UMC Conference Camp site which 
plans, administers, and finances a Camping Ministry program for children and youth to something new.  We are 
excited to be on a new path, led by the Holy Spirit. 

After an assessment by qualified task force member of the physical property and structures therein, we feel 
the property as a whole is suitable for the revisioning of new ministries.  For the most part, the buildings on the 
property are structurally sound and we see them as assets for new ministries. 

Our second recommendation to the body is that Congregational Development be brought in to consult and 
work with a new task force, as yet to be formed, to continue this visioning.  Ideas already proposed include an 
agricultural ministry center, Simple Church #2, a New Monastic community, and a revitalization of local church 
retreat-type ministries.  These ideas are just the tip of the iceberg!  Whatever God has in store, we have heard 
God clearly urging us to retain ownership of the property called Covenant Hills Christian Camp and to dream 
beyond boxes and steeples to discover where God is calling us in this new ministry venture for Covenant Hills. 

Our third recommendation to the Body is that a separate task force be formed to address, support, and 
grow new Youth & Outdoor Ministries program in Vermont that is not tied to a geographic location, but instead 
a commitment to supporting local churches in doing the work of children’s and youth ministry year round.  With 
less than a year to address our many mandates, we were unable to construct such a ministry and believe it was 
a bigger task than we could tackle in that time period.  However, we were successful in creating a system of 
financial scholarship and support to ensure all Vermont campers can attend any UMC camp in New England, 
with financial support to pay for camp fees, supplies, transportation, and physical fees.   Additionally, there are 
several non-profit and local church retreats booked to utilize the site with support from this committee, the 
Conference Trustees, and volunteers throughout Vermont. 

In closing, we offer this body a word of caution: Beware!  If we dare to follow God’s lead, we will surely 
never be the same again.  So, look out!  God is doing something new, for, as Isaiah declared, God will bring forth 
a spring of living water within the desert of our fear, our anger, and our grief.  Hold on, for the Holy Spirit is on 
the move, coming to and fro like the wind, breaking into the institution of the Church and setting us free to BE 
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the Church.  As this exciting new adventure continues to unfold, we ask that you will be partners with us in 
prayer.  For, we have work to do, Church; God’s work.  The time has come, and is already here this day. 

On behalf of this committee, thank you for your attention and your grace. 
 

Addendum #11 – DECLARACIÓN DEL COMITE DE MINISTERIO HISPANO/LATINO DE 
LA CONFERENCIA ANUAL DE NUEVA INGLATERRA 2016 

by Cristian De La Rosa 
 
Unificados/as tras la tragedia sucedida en Orlando que se allega en muchas maneras a nuestros corazones, 

como Pastores/as y laicos/as sirviendo en la Conferencia Anual de Nueva Inglaterra reconocemos que 
Nuestra tierra y comunidades Latinoamericana se duelen con la  muerte de más de 30 hermanos y 

hermanas, hijos/as de nuestra tierra, sangre de nuestra sangre.  
Se ha querido blanquear y omitir de la historia lo sucedido en Orlando, para que se llame un ataque 

terrorista anti-Estadounidense y no un ataque contra nuestra raza y nuestros hermanos y hermanas  LGBTQ de 
las comunidades de color en general.  Sus nombres y sus apellidos nos recuerdan que son nuestra gente, nuestra 
sangre. 

Aun dentro de las diferencias teológicas que existen dentro de nuestra cultura, afirmamos el valor sagrado 
de la vida humana, afirmamos que cada ser humano es hijo/a de Dios.  Afirmamos la diversidad porque somos 
una familia con muchos nombres, muchas formas de hablar el mismo lenguaje, muchos tonos de piel, pero hijos 
de la misma tierra. 

Reconocemos que fue el mismo odio y la ignorancia que deshumaniza a nuestros/as hermanos/as y a 
nosotros/as mismos/as como ilegales lo que le robó la vida a estos 49 jóvenes.  El odio, la opresión y la 
ignorancia tienen muchos rostros y se manifiesta en muchas formas, y como pueblo nos oponemos a toda clase 
de deshumanización, odio y opresión.  

POR TANTO:  Unidos/as en esta sagrada reunión, como comunidad latina, como siervos/as del Dios de la 
vida.  Rechazamos la violencia, rechazamos la homofobia, rechazamos el racismo, el odio y la intolerancia.  Nos 
arrepentimos de nuestros pecados pues no hemos amado a nuestro prójimo como Cristo nos amó.  Nos unimos 
para hablar en nombre de la paz, la verdad y el amor, aun cuando diferimos.  Y urgimos a no olvidar los rostros y 
los nombres de nuestros hermanos y hermanas los hijos de nuestra tierra.  

 
Statement from the New England Conference Committee on Hispanic/Latino Ministry 

2016 Annual Conference 
 
We stand united in the wake of the tragedy that occurred in Orlando that deeply moves our hearts in many 

ways, as pastors and laity, serving in the New England Conference we affirm that: 
Our Latin American Lands and communities mourns the death of more than 30 sisters and brothers, sons 

and daughters of our land, blood of our blood.  
We refuse to stand silently by and allow the narrative of this story to be whitewashed. By allowing this 

tragedy to be spoken as an anti- American terrorist attack only  denies the reality that this was an attack against 
our LGBTQ brothers and sisters from communities of color.  Their names remind us that they are our Pueblo, our 
blood. 

Amidst our theological difference that exist in our own culture, we affirm the sacred worth of ALL humanity 
and that all human beings are children of God. We affirm THIS diversity because we are one family with many 
members, many names, many ways of speaking the same language, many shades of color, but daughters and 
sons of our broad Latino/a communities -one Pueblo. 

We recognize the same hate and dehumanizing ignorance that calls our brothers, sisters, and our own selves 
ILLIGALS is the very same hate that robed the lives of the 49 victims and spilled the blood of countless others. 
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Hate and oppression manifest themselves in many forms and with many faces, therefore, as a Pueblo we oppose 
all kinds of dehumanization, hate and oppression.  

We resolved, united at this sacred gathering as the Latino/a community, as servants of the God that gives all 
life, that We reject violence, we reject homophobia, we reject racism, we reject hate and intolerance. We repent 
for our sins, for we have not loved our neighbor as Jesus loved us. We come together to speak in the name of 
love, even when we disagree. And we urge everyone not to forget the names and faces of the victims.   

Adopted by Conference Committee on Hispanic Ministry June 16, 2016 and presented in annual conference 
June 18, 2017. 

 

Addendum #12 – GENERAL CONFERNCE 2016 STATEMENT FROM THE NEW 
ENGLAND DELEGATION 

by Bonnie Marden, We Hyun Chang, Ralph Oduor, Scott Campbell, Rene Wilbur, LaTrelle Easterling, Steve 
Dry, Leigh Goodrich, Oscar Harrell, Rene Perez, Rebecca Hewett, David Abbott, Christine Wright, Becca Girrell, 

Roberta Bragan, David Nicol, Sean Delmore, Jung Sun Oh 
 

“But Jacob said, ‘I will not let you go unless you bless me.’” – Genesis 32:26 
 
In light of our United Methodist tendency to debate, amend, argue, and “perfect” polity in mind-boggling 

ways, attempting to summarize ten days of close encounters with the messy, malleable, diverse, Body of Christ 
is all but impossible. The video you’ve just seen offers glimpses of the experience, but for many of us who were 
on the ground in Portland, it rings a little too cheery. The truth is that, like Jacob wrestling with the Divine 
Stranger in the night, United Methodists wrestling with God and one another come away blessed but limping, a 
tangled mess of the hopeful and the hurting, within our denomination, within our delegation, within our 
individual selves.  

It might be easy to assume General Conference 2016 didn’t accomplish anything; we know  decisions on 
Book of Discipline paragraphs regarding human sexuality were postponed, pending a commission being formed 
to discuss potential re-writes to these sections, and to wrestle with the challenge of living together in our 
increasingly diverse global church. We know the harm and pain discrimination causes is not undone by deferring 
it.  For many, the unwillingness to even talk peacefully together about this harm serves to amplify rather than 
diffuse it. Moreover, the wider question of how and if our denomination can adapt to a culturally diverse, global 
context remains and significant work on attempts to re-imagine denominational structure were referred to 
2020.    

Despite these referrals and the lack of change in our denomination’s positions, there were many things 
General Conference 2016 did accomplish, and your New England Annual Conference delegation was part of the 
impact at this quadrennia’s session.  

Delegates and Reserves from New England helped the General Conference:  
- Offer an inspiring Korea Peace presentation and dinner  
- Advocate for peace in Israel/Palestine in a variety of constructive ways (although the General 

Conference did not support divestment) 
- Approve legislation strengthening our commitment to healthy relationships regardless of the status of 

marriage or divorce  
- Successfully refer to the Judicial Council legislation imposing mandatory penalties in the just resolution 

process where the legislation was declared unconstitutional 
- Encourage the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry to develop new medical forms to protect 

the privacy of candidates for licensed and ordained ministry, advocating for a policy change regardless 
of the failure of the legislation (by ONE vote!)  

61



DAILY PROCEEDINGS 
 

- Add gender, age, abilities, and marital status to our Constitution’s statement of inclusivity and 
protection from discrimination 

- Engage in powerful, justice-seeking conversations in committees and sub-committees; even though 
some legislation didn’t make it to the floor, we know hearts and minds are opened by conversation 
more than by plenary debate 

Our New England contingent’s presence was powerfully felt through LaTrelle and We’s service as sub-
committee chairs, Rene Wilbur’s service on the Journal committee, Bonnie’s service as Chair of the 
Interjurisdictional Committee on Episcopacy, and countless hours of work: researching, preparing and crafting 
talking points for legislation, speeches on the floor of committees and full plenary, and demonstrations, 
protests, and witnesses supporting stewardship of creation, rights of migrant and refugee persons, the Black 
Lives Matter movement, and the full inclusion of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, and intersex people 
in the life and ministry of The United Methodist Church.  

Other actions coming out of General Conference include: 
- Lowering the General Church budget, however Conference apportionments will increase due to US 

decline  
- Retaining nine bishops in the Northeast Jurisdiction which will elect two Bishops this July 
- Adding to the Social Principles acknowledgement that as a global church we are culturally and ethnically 

diverse, we agree no one culture or ethnic group should be privileged over another, and we specifically 
oppose white privilege  

- Adopting legislation to streamline and simplify the processes for people to become certified lay 
servants, certified lay speakers, and certified lay ministers, and transforming Deaconess and Home 
Missioner status into the Lay Order of Deaconess and Home Missioner  

- Forwarding proposals about denominational restructuring to 2020, while adopting both a draft rewrite 
of the Social Principles from a global perspective, and approving the proposal of a new hymnal with a 
digital interface 

- Commending the ongoing study and visioning by Faith and Order entitled “Wonder, Love, and Praise,” 
which by 2020 will produce a vision of our theological grounding for the nature of the Church, a 
refreshing departure from grounding the church in politics and pragmatism  

- Witnessing and participating in the global church through simultaneous translation, including a session 
presided over by a French-speaking Bishop, while English speakers got a taste of legislating and 
conversing in something other than their first language!  

There were actions, too, that many—not all—in our body find difficult and painful:  
- The General Conference voting to not engage in conversation about the church’s treatment of LGBTQ 

people, and unwillingness to even hear those words spoken aloud  
- Speeches in committees and subcommittees that re-inscribed harm  
- Stepping away from the denomination’s long-standing commitment to the comprehensive health care 

and rights of women in reproductive decisions  
- Voting down attempts to align General Church investments with the stewardship of the environment  
- The revelation of the depth of some of our theological divide, evidenced in a debate about creation 

versus evolution  
What General Conference 2016 revealed most clearly is the process of becoming a global church is very 

complicated, and we United Methodists have a long way to go.  Deep questions remain about how the 
denomination can navigate such profound differences.   We are increasingly aware that LGBTQ people and the 
pain the church inflicts through its policies are not the cause of the challenges to our increasingly global identity, 
but rather a symptom or a scapegoat for some of the deep divisions rooted in social and theological paradigms 
as well as the long church history of power, privilege, and colonialism we must confront if we are to be formed 
in the image of Christ who tears down these barriers. Even in these matters we are not all of one heart and 
mind, but we strive together after the image and example of Christ.  
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And therein lies our hope: despite ourselves, it is Christ who calls us and Christ who unites us, when all our 
polity and debate and Rules of Order fall short. The General Conference was challenged to “Therefore, Go,” but 
the UMC remains unclear about where and how we are going. We are indeed in a wilderness time, and we 
acknowledge that wilderness times are familiar to the people of God, and often the places where God’s 
presence becomes most starkly evident.  

Here in New England, our task is to dig more deeply into our unique identity as United Methodists in this 
region, and the ministry to which God calls us, even as the global church digs into the same. The General 
Conference called out for leadership from the Council of Bishops, to help us find new and creative ways to live in 
our messy, malleable connection together, and the Bishops responded. We hope and pray the Bishop’s 
Commission and process will discern a way forward for the people called United Methodists.   

We trust ultimately that it is God who blesses us when we struggle together. We have demonstrated even in 
the midst of the pain of wrestling with each other, that we are not willing to let go, not without a blessing. The 
sun rises over us, here in New England, here where we have seen God’s face and have the opportunity to offer 
God’s love to all persons in our local mission fields, offering grace and hope to our congregations, communities 
and neighbors.   

Because of the wrestling… Jacob limps away, his hip stiff, but his life broken open into new possibility.  We 
must Therefore, go. 

 

Addendum #13 – CELEBRATING RACIAL AND CULTURAL DIVERSITY AND UNITY IN 
MINISTRY 

by Jung Sun Oh 
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