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-Planting Seeds of Trust- 

ENTERING GOD’S PRESENCE 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Presider: 
I hereby call the Church Conference of [church name] into 
session and ask for your response. 
We are here as a United Methodist community of God to 
account for our ministries, order our life together, and to 
resolve that in the year ahead we will answer the call of 
Jesus Christ to his disciples, leading this church into active 
ministries of love and justice. 

Let us pause to open ourselves to the power of God’s abiding 
presence as we sing together: 

SONG       The Word of God   UMH 95 
The Word of God is source and seed; 
it comes to die and sprout and grow. 

so make your dark earth welcome warm; 
root deep the grain God bent to sow. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE 
Pastor: Forgive us, God, 
   when we insist on seeing ourselves 
   as the source and seed of all we do. 
Forgive us, God, 
  when we forget that you have sown the seeds 
  we are simply to receive, to tend. 
Open us to make our earth welcome warm; 
Open us to receive your love  
  that is being planted within us. 
Usher that love into the dark places of our lives 
  and help us to trust that  
  what feels dormant is life-sustaining hibernation. 
Help us be patient… willing… attentive… 
  in ways we have not been. 

Silent confession. 

Pastor:  Trust the transformation that God has in store for us, 
      know that nothing is impossible with God. 
     We are forgiven. We are freed. 
All:    Glory to God. Amen! 

[Sung] 
The Word of God is breath and life; 
it comes to heal and wake and save. 

So let the Spirit touch and mend 
and rouse your dry soil from its grave. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
SCRIPTURE   Luke 8:1-15 
Reader 1: When a great crowd was gathering and people were 
coming to Jesus from one city after another, he spoke to them in 
a parable: “A farmer went out to scatter his seed. As he was 
scattering it, some fell on the path where it was crushed, and the 
birds in the sky came and ate it. Other seed fell on rock. As it 
grew, it dried up because it had no moisture.  Other seed fell 
among thorny plants. The thorns grew with the plants and 
choked them.  Still other seed landed on good soil. When it grew, 
it produced one hundred times more grain than was scattered.” 
As he said this, he called out, “Everyone who has ears should 
pay attention.” 

Reader 2: His disciples asked him what this parable meant.  He 
said, “You have been given the mysteries of God’s kingdom, but 
these mysteries come to everyone else in parables so that when 
they see, they can’t see, and when they hear, they can’t 
understand. 

Reader 3: “The parable means this: The seed is God’s Word. The 
seed on the path are those who hear, but then the devil comes and 
steals the word from their hearts so that they won’t believe and 
be saved. The seed on the rock are those who receive the word 
joyfully when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe 
for a while but fall away when they are tempted. As for the seed 
that fell among thorny plants, these are the ones who, as they go 
about their lives, are choked by the concerns, riches, and 
pleasures of life, and their fruit never matures. The seed that fell 
on good soil are those who hear the word and commit 
themselves to it with a good and upright heart. Through their 
resolve, they bear fruit. 

This is a Word of God! 
Thanks be to God! 

A WORD Superintendent/Presiding Elder 

RESPONSE Trust and Obey UMH 467 vs.1,2 

When we walk with the Lord in the light of his word, 
what a glory he sheds on our way! 

While we do his good will, he abides with us still, 
and with all who will trust and obey. 

Trust and obey, for there’s no other way 
to be happy in Jesus… but to trust and obey. 

Not a burden we ear, now a sorrow we share, 
but our toil he doth richly repay; 

not a grief or a loss, not a frown or a cross, 
but is blest if we trust and obey. 

Trust and obey, for there’s no other way 
to be happy in Jesus… but to trust and obey. 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S CALL 
CHURCH CONFERENCE 
Presider:  Having been reminded that we are all called to 
ministry together, lay and clergy alike, let us enter into the 
business of your Church conference. 
  
1. Election of Secretary 
2. Approval of Minutes of 2015 Church Conference 
3. Lay Leadership/Nominations Report and Election of Church 
  Leaders and Trustees 
4. Examination and Recommendation of Candidates for  
  Church-Related Vocations. ¶247:10 
5. Reaffirm Candidates for Ministry and Lay Servants 
6. Paper Ballot for any New Candidate for Ministry 
7. Staff Parish Relations Report: Approval of Pastoral  
  Compensation and Other Staff Appointed by the Bishop 
8. Retired Pastor or Extension Ministry Report  
9. Trustee Report 
10. Year-to-date Finance Report 
11. 2015 Audit/Fund Balance Report 
12. Membership Report and Remembrance of the Saints 
13. Any other Business or any Additional Remarks 



SHARING HEARTS AND THE LORD’S SUPPER 

RESPONSE    Sanctuary  FWS 2164 
 Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary 

pure and holy, tried and true 
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living 

sanctuary for you. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary 
pure and holy, tried and true 

With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living 
sanctuary for you. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts! 
 We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
 It is right to give you thanks and praise! 
 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 
 always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
 Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth… 
 …and join their unending hymn: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

SHARING IN CIRCLES  
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary 

pure and holy, tried and true 
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living 

sanctuary for you. 

… as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
…all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

COMMUNION AND SHARING IN CIRCLES 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Presider:  Let us pray together: 
Gracious God, Sower of Our Lives,  
we thank you for the glimpses we catch  
of your boundless possibilities and unconditional love  
in this bread we share.  
Prepare us for your work, 
make us good soil, 
ready to receive your will. Amen. 

WE CONTINUE THE WORSHIP-WORK  
OF OUR LIVES 

PLANTING OUR PRAYERS 

SONG We Are Growing in the Light of God FWS 2235b 

We are growing in the light of God 
We are growing in the light of God 
We are growing in the light of God 
We are growing in the light of God 

We are growing, we are growing (oo..oohh) 
We are growing in the light of God 

We are growing, we are growing (oo..oohh) 
We are growing in the light of God! 

MOTION TO ADJOURN THE CHURCH CONFERENCE  
Presider: As our time together comes to an end, I declare this  
  Church Conference adjourned. 
We are grateful for all that has transpired and we look to the 
future filled with God’s possibilities for our ministry! 

BENEDICTION  
Presider: The love of God; the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ; the 
  power of the Holy Spirit be with you now and forevermore.  
Amen.  
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