
Volunteers Needed to Build 1,000 Health Kits at 2017 Annual Conference 

As it is every year, the 2017 Annual Conference session will be a busy time for everyone. But by sparing 

just 10 minutes, members and guests can make a difference in the lives of those affected by natural 

disaster or human conflict.   

That's how long it takes to assemble a United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) health kit.  Not a 

lot of time to make a difference, according to a report issued recently by Catherine G. Earl, MSW, 

UMCOR’s Director, Disaster Response & US Partner Relations, showing that 2016 saw $15 billion worth 

of weather and climate disasters across the US. 

During this year's Annual Conference, folks will have the chance to stop by the assembly table and put 

together health kits. The goal is to assemble 1,000 health kits between Thursday morning and lunchtime 

on Saturday.  

Health kits provide basic necessities to people who have been forced to leave their homes because of 

human conflict or natural disaster. Health kits are also used as learning tools in personal hygiene, 

literacy, nutrition, and cooking classes.  

Items included are: 

 hand towel  

 washcloth 

 comb (need at least 6" of teeth and to be sturdy) 

 metal nail file or fingernail clippers 

 bath-size soap 

 toothbrush 

 adhesive bandages 

 plastic bag 

 Toothpaste  

All the materials for the kits will be provided and attendees and others are encouraged to make 

donations when they register or at the kit assembly table during conference. Folks are just asked to stop 

by the assembly table any time to spend 10-15 minutes to pack a kit or two.  

The Annual Conference registration form includes the option to make a $4 or more donation to cover 

the cost of toothpaste and shipping. Since toothpaste expires, tubes are not placed in the kits when 

they're assembled. This donation helps purchase toothpaste that can be added to the kits right before 

shipping and cover the shipping cost of the entire kit. Learn more about how to make kits. 

Barbara Burnside, Conference Disaster ERT & Mission Coordinator, is organizing the effort. In addition to 

encouraging everyone at Annual Conference to pitch in and assemble a kit, Burnside asked for prayers 

"for those who have been displaced by a disaster or conflict, as well as the many volunteers worldwide 

who minister to them."  

Relief Supply kits: As he has for several years, John Blackadar will have a trailer at the Radisson Hotel to 

collect completed Relief Supply kits and other completed kits or components and buckets that attendees 

bring to conference.  

https://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies/Relief-Supply-Kits/Health
http://www.neumc.org/disasterresponseandcoordination

