
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NORTHERN LIGHTS 

Ladies....we are almost there.  Spring is right around 
 the corner!  Spring is buds appearing on the trees 
 flowers popping up getting ready to bloom, 
 bunny rabbits, spring chicks, pussy willows;  
daffodils...think spring with all the newness....fresh beginnings and 
awakenings.  Think “Spring Fling Tea Party” the theme for the NH District 
UMW Spring Meeting at Lebanon United Methodist Church, Lebanon, NH on 
April 22 starting at 9:30. 
 
Your district officers are planning a day of renewing.  Shed the winter coats and 
arrive wearing your spring bonnet. We will have a few games which are bound 
to generate fun and laughter (something we all probably need after this winter 
season). 
 
 After breakfast we’ll parade together into the sanctuary showing off our 
Beau“tea”ful spring hats and then settle down to enjoy our keynote speaker, 
Jeanne Childs, who will rejuvenate us inside and out.   
 
 After lunch there will be a gentle Spirituali”tea” Chair Tai Chi that will relax you 
from head to toe and you won’t even need to get out of your chair.  Once back 
in the sanctuary, music will have you rise up and greet spring!   
  
I’m looking forward to greeting you in Lebanon... bonnets and all.   Don’t forget 
to bring something for the silent auction table (that dust collector can move on 
to a new home)!!! See page 3 for information about the silent auction. 
 
You’re sure to enjoy the Hospitali“tea” provided by Lebanon UMW ladies who 
will be ready and eager to welcome you on April 22. 
Blessings to all, ~Linda  
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Purpose of United 
Methodist Women 

 
The organized unit of United 

Methodist Women  
shall be a community of 

women whose PURPOSE is to 
know God and to experience 
freedom as whole persons 

through Jesus Christ;  
to develop a creative, 
supportive fellowship;  

and to expand concepts of 
mission through participation 
in the global ministries of the 

church. 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

NH UMW District  

Spring Meeting 
Saturday, April 22 

Lebanon UMC 

Lebanon, NH 

 

Mission u 

Friday - Sunday, July 21-23, 2017 
Southern New Hampshire 

University 

NH UMW District  

Fall Meeting 

Saturday, Sept 30 

Wesley UMC 

Concord 

 
 

The System’s Rigged! 

Jeanne Child’s, nationally Board Certified 

Chaplain (BCC) at the Dartmouth-Hitchcock Aging 

Resource Center in Lebanon, will be our Keynote 

Speaker at the District Spring Meeting.  Her topic, 

The System’s Rigged, will address how science 

and spirituality can combine to bring us happiness 

as we age.  

 

Child’s, Continued on Page 4 

Childs, Continued Page 4 

https://necmissionu.wordpress.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy a pastry and fruit breakfast accompanied by a cup of tea, coffee or juice,  

conversation, an inspiring keynoter speaker, a silent auction, a quiche 

luncheon, chair Tai Chi, special music, Worship and Communion.  

As you’ve read Linda’s comments in  “The Message from the President” on the front page, NH District UMW 

is planning a lovely District Spring Meeting for all Methodist ladies of NH (and a few from VT).  We will have 

serious moments and some fun moments as we celebrate the Rebirth of Spring.    

After you arrive at the church, you will enjoy a pastry and fruit breakfast with your tea, coffee and juice.  

Opening worship at our tea tables in Fellowship Hall will be led by our cheerful, Spiritual Leader Ruthie Page.  

President Linda Theriault will lead us in some mixer games and then we will parade in our Easter Bonnets to 

the sanctuary to hear our Keynote Speaker Jeanne Childs, a chaplain at the Aging Resource Center in 

Lebanon, inspire us to find happiness and purpose as we age. 

Back at the tea tables, we will continue conversation and fun during lunch, the silent auction, the book table, 

and trying a bit of Chair Tai Chi. 

We return to the sanctuary for a bit of business, individual and unit awards for the Reading Program, Mission 

Today, and Five Star Giving.  Special music, singing and a moving communion closes our day together. The 

communion offering will go to The Legacy Fund as will the proceeds from the silent auction. 

Registration form for the Spring Fling Tea Party is found on page 7 of this newsletter.  You can also send 

names and a check for $8 each to Sharon Parker, PO Box 1303, Grantham, NH 03753.  Phone: 603 863-

7348; Email: parker.nh@gmail.com before April 13.  If you are sending a list of those coming, please list the 

names of each person and not just a number of how many from your group are coming.  

~Sharon Parker, NH UMW District Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

What to bring to the Spring Fling Tea Party: 

 A hat to wear 

 A favorite tea cup from your cupboard to use and to tell others at your table the 
story behind it… where you got it and why it is your favorite 

 An item for the Silent Auction for The Legacy Fund (see Legacy Fund Page 6) 

 A gift of money,( check or cash) for the Communion Offering which will also go 
toward The Legacy Fund 

 Check or cash for your purchase(s)at the Silent Auction 

 A used book for the book swap if you plan to participate (see page 5)  
Please Note:  All checks should be made payable to: NHDUMW 
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What’s Happening at the District Spring Meeting? 
 

Spring Fling Hat Parade  
 
Everyone is invited to bring or wear their 
favorite spring hat to the Spring Fling 
Tea Party... and you are even invited to 
wear white gloves if you are so inclined!    
 
 What if you don’t have a hat, then here 
is your chance to create one.  This will 
not be the average hat parade… 
everything from wacky, elegant, stylish, 
casual or just a fun decorated hat of your 
own creation is suitable.   There will be a 
hat parade into and around the church 
sanctuary before we settle down to hear 
our keynote speaker. 
 
 
 

 

We are excited to announce that there will be a silent 
auction, at the NH District Spring Meeting on April 22, 
with proceeds benefitting The United Methodist 
Women’s Legacy Fund.   

How can you help make this auction successful? 
We’re glad you asked! You can help in two ways.  
First, everyone is invited to bring an item for the 
Silent Auction.  Look around your home for 
something in great condition that would make a nice 
contribution to the auction table.  Most of us have 

something we are willing to part with even if it has a sentimental value to it… think downsizing… think 
sacrificial giving for a worthy cause!  

 We welcome your generosity, creativity, and any items you would like to donate! One of the great things that 
will make this Silent Auction fun is that we will also be able to showcase the incredible talent and creativity of 
our UMW friends… so if you have something that you personally made, we’d be happy to put it on the 
auction table.  
 

 

      

 

 

 

 

All proceeds from the Silent Auction and the 

Communion offering at the Spring Meeting will go to the 

Legacy Fund.  See article page 6. 
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Psalm 100:1-2 speaks of making a joyful noise to the Lord and coming before Him with 

singing.  Thanks to Marge Page with UMW No. Haverhill, who has agreed to be our pianist, 

we’ll be able to lift our voices high as we make a joyful noise unto the Lord (and probably in 

much better tune).  Our gratitude to you, Marge, for planning to be at the keyboard!  
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Childs, Continued from Page 1 

The System’s Rigged!  
Believe it! With equal measures of humor and wisdom, our speaker will point out what science and spirituality 

tell us is the high cost of living in a human body … unless you can tune-in to the system … which is, of 

course, rigged in your favor. Learn how what goes on in your head actually affects your immunity, energy 

level, and ability to cope. Hear, laugh and ponder many evidence-based ways we can work with our body-

mind-spirit to release ourselves from system-defeating habits … and actually be happy! 

 Jeanne Childs is a nationally Board Certified Chaplain (BCC) at DHMC. She provides one-to-one 

counseling and leads support groups to individuals referred from the Geriatric Team at Dartmouth Hitchcock 

Medical Center, and others who come to The Aging Resource Center suffering from loss, grief, isolation, 

loneliness, lack of purpose, diminished control and other issues of aging. Jeanne is a popular speaker at the 

Aging Resource Center and in the community on such topics as "What's Spirituality Got to Do With It?", "You 

have the Right to Remain Hopeful", "The Grit and Grace of Family Caregiving", "Coming to Terms with Loss 

and Change". She is dedicated to serving aging adults and helping them find within the power to meet their 

challenges and find peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bow Mills UMW taking part in the 2017 “Box Em Up” Campaign 

 

Bow Mills UMW participated in this year's "Intercept the Traffickers" event prior to the Super Bowl with a 

"Box 'Em Up" campaign.  The women joined other members of the church collecting donations for "Give 

Way to Freedom.org" which is a group whose mission is to stop human slavery (there is also a New 

Hampshire Collaborative that focuses on that as well).   

 

 



 

 

Do you have a book that is on the current UMW 

reading list that you’ve read and are ready to pass 

on?  Bring it along and give to Pam at her book 

table for the Bring a Book, Take a Book area that 

she will have set aside. 

Try something new!  Mission Education Opportunity to Learn and Grow 

Mission u  
July 21-23, 2017 

At Southern New Hampshire University, Manchester NH 

 

 Spiritual Growth Study:  “Living as a Covenant Community”, this study examines major covenants throughout the Bible 

and what they reveal about God’s character and eternal love for us. It will enhance your understanding of how God 

works with us, in us and through us. 

 Geographic Study: “Missionary Conferences of the United Methodist Church in the United States”, this study gives a 

foundational understanding of the three U. S. missionary conferences of the UMC, Alaska United Methodist Conference, 

Red Bird Missionary Conference, and Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference. 

 Children and youth studies 

 New England Conference Mission u website:  necmissionu.wordpress.com  

               
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
  

2016 Reading 

Book Challenge 

During 2016, Pam Aldrich gave the 

challenge to see how many women 

in each unit could read one book 

from each category of the UMW 

reading list:  Education for Mission, 

Nurturing for Community, Social 

Action, Spiritual Growth and 

Leadership Development.  So how 

did your unit do?? 

Have each of you either given your 

list to your Unit President or mailed 

the list of books that you’ve read to 

Pam?  If not, Pam needs that list 

no later than April 15… you should 

be able to remember this date 

when you think about Income Tax 

Deadline!! 

 

Pam’s contact information is on 

page 6 of this newsletter.  We’ll find 

out the winning unit at the Spring 

Meeting.   

Book Swap              

2017 UMW Reading Program 

The Reading Program encourages members to think critically about 
current issues through an annual selection of member-reviewed 
books. It offers an excellent opportunity to deepen your spirituality 
and to broaden your understanding of our mission work.  

To learn more about the reading program or to get a copy of the 
latest reading list, contact Pam (contact information on page 6) or 
go to http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram/plans 
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President 
Linda Theriault 
99 Clinton Street, C-1 
Concord, NH  03301 
603-848-7573 
trigger212@comcast.net 
 
Vice President 
This could be YOU! 
 

Secretary 
Sharon Parker 
PO Box 1303 
Grantham, NH 03753 
603-863-7348 
parker.nh@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
Nancy Patton 
10 White Oak Drive, Apt 126 
Exeter, NH  03833 
603-772-5381 
nbpatton302@gmail.com 
 

Program Resources Chair  
Pam Aldrich 

170 Benton Rd. 
North Haverhill, NH 03774 
603-787-6640 
paldrich6640@charter.net 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spiritual Growth Chair 

Ruthie Page  
3000 Dartmouth College Hwy 
North Haverhill, NH  03774 
603-787-2464 
jepage@charter.net 

 
Membership, Outreach,  
& Nurture Coordinator 
Nancy Fransen  
185 Loudon Road-11 
Concord, NH  03301 
603-224-7635 
nof42@comcast.net 

Committee on 
Nominations Chair 
Carol Fonetu 
43 Cottage Street, Apt 302 
Littleton, NH  03561 
603-259-6742  

 
Education and 
Interpretation Chair               
Pat Neal 
PO Box 204 
Weare, NH  03281 
603-529-4765 
pjneal@gsinet.net 
 
Social Action Chair 
Pam Perdue 
53 N. Spring Street, No.1 
Concord, NH  03301 
603-717-5141 
pperdue15@gmail.com 
 

Communications 
 Coordinator  

Jodi Austin 
42 Hanover Street, A3 
Hanover, NH  03755 
603-643-3114 
nh.umwnews@outlook.com 

The Legacy Fund  

Endowing the Future of Mission for the Next 150 Years 

  

United Methodist Women will be celebrating 150 years of mission in 2019.    

 We have been given a strong foundation by our fore mothers. Their wise   

 financial planning has left us a legacy that continues to change lives in  

 communities down the street and around the world. 

So while, in the 21st century, we celebrate the past 150 years of mission work, we also need to 

prepare for the next 150.  We can almost imagine the challenges our daughters and granddaughters will 

face as they take on the legacy of United Methodist Women. We need to prepare a firm foundation so they 

are free to address the challenges of their time head on and affect real change.   

The Legacy Fund is a forward-thinking permanent endowment with income dedicated to 

strengthening United Methodist Women. The total program of United Methodist Women is mission. United 

Methodist Women service, advocacy and transformative learning opportunities equip members to be agents 

of change and promotes the empowerment of women that is essential to address the root causes of so 

many conditions harming women, children and youth. 

2017-2018 

New Hampshire 

District Officers 

President Linda welcoming everyone at the 

2016 Fall District Meeting in Lancaster 
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The campaign officially launched at Assembly 2014, will be celebrated at Assembly 2018, 

and will culminate in 2019, the 150th year. 
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Registration for the NH District Spring Meeting 

“Spring-Fling Tea Party”       

April 22, 2017                        

9:30am to 3:00pm                      

Lebanon United Methodist Church 

18 School Street, Lebanon, NH 

 
Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ______________________ Email Address: _________________________________________ 

(Note: The email address will only be used for UMW announcements or newsletters) 

Your home church___________________________________________________________________ 

Dietary needs: vegetarian_______ gluten free__________ no special needs____________________ 

 
Please enclose $8.00 fee. Checks and/or money orders are to be made payable to: NHDUMW and mailed 

to: Sharon Parker, PO Box 1303, Grantham, NH 03753.  Phone: 603 863-7348; Email: 

parker.nh@gmail.com before April 13.  If sending a group listing from your unit, please write the name of 

each person attending instead of just indicating how many ladies from your group are coming.  No refunds 

after April 13 although you can send someone in your place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Lebanon United Methodist Church 

18 School Street           Ph:  603-448-5478 

Lebanon, NH  03766 

Driving directions:   Lebanon UMC - 18 School Street, Lebanon 

NH 

Page 7 

mailto:parker.nh@gmail.com


 

Return Services 

Requested 

 
PLEASE POST! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  

New Hampshire District 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jodi Austin, Communications 

Coordinator UMW-NH District 

42 Lebanon Street, A3 

Hanover, NH  03755-2145 
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Congratulations to the following 5-Star 
Giving Units and Individuals in 2016 

 
What does it take to be a 5-Star Unit?  Your unit 
must make a gift in any amount to each of the 5 
areas of undesignated giving.   They are Pledge to 
Mission, Special Mission Recognition, Gift to 
Mission, Gift in Memory, and World Thank 
Offering.  

 
When sending your remittances to me, please make 
the check payable to NHDUMW.  Once I record 
your giving, I then send the money to the 
conference treasurer.  Thank you to all the unit 
treasurers for doing such an outstanding job.  May 
God bless your units and all the work you do in His 
name. 
 
Blessings, 
Nancy Patton, 
District Treasurer 

 
 
 

 

 

2016 5-Star Mission Giving Units  
 

 Lebanon UMW             Wesley UMW 
Lebanon, NH                Concord, NH 

St. Paul’s UMW 
Manchester, NH 

 

2016 5-Star District Member 

Lois Judkins 

Grace UMC, Canaan, VT 

Carol Fonetu 
Littleton UMC, NH 

 
 

 

New Hampshire 

District 


