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Mission Trees                                                                                

New England Conference United Methodist Women 

August 2017 

____________________________________________________ 

The PURPOSE of United Methodist Women                                                                  
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to 

experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; 

and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Words from Bobbi Bragan, President NECUMW …. 

Micah 6.8b: And what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to 

love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.” I am writing this on the Monday after 
the Charlottesville riots. The hate and violence of the past weekend make me sad but I 
am also angry that racial justice is still eluding us after all these years. The perpetrators 
of such hate and violence want to create fear. The best way to stop them is to stand up 
and speak out. Fortunately, I know that United Methodist Women will stand firm against 
racial violence. 

If you have not read the statement published by the National Organization of United 
Methodist Women Condemning Hate and Violence in Charlottesville, I urge you to do 
so. The following are a few of the statements it contains. “We urge United Methodist 
Women and the entire church to speak out and resist fear, hate and scapegoating.  The 
Hebrew prophets declared God is appalled at silence in the face of injustice (Isaiah 
59:14-16).   As stated in the resolution, “Speaking Out for Compassion and Against 
Hate at a time of rising vitriol, racism, hate, and violence in the world born of deep 
economic crisis and global shifts, it is time for the church to speak out. If we do not, God 
will be appalled. We feel compelled to raise a prophetic voice challenging 

(continued on page 2) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

We mail at least three issues of each Mission Trees to all Unit Presidents, Treasurers, District 
Officers, Conference Team members, District Team members and/or contact people. Our hope is 
that you copy it, print it and pass it around your church, post appropriate articles and use parts of 
it for your unit or church newsletter. Please see that we have the correct name and address, or 
notify us ASAP. Contact Marcia Hoyt (marciahoyt@aol.com) or Kathy Kihanya 
(kkihanya@gmail.com). Also please contact us if you would prefer to receive this by email and 
save paper. It is also available on the NEUMC website, www.neumc.org under Mission and 
Ministry. 

http://www.neumc.org/
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….President’s message (continued from page one) 

the climate of distrust, distortion of truth and fear, shifting the conversation to our 
common future. In many places, the level of anger has crossed a line in terms of civility. 
Whatever the disagreement about policy or program, this behavior is unacceptable. It 
represents a spiritual crisis that calls for us to respond by deepening our understanding 
of God’s call and filling our own deep yearnings for spiritual wholeness, that can 
empower us to love and compassion without giving up our responsibility to speak out for 
justice.’ We urge United Methodist Women members to speak up for compassion and 
against hate and to organize against bigotry in their communities.” Finally, I want to 
share a message of hope that I received today, “Just a reminder and maybe it’s to me, 
that all day, every day all over this world, people are loving each other, sacrificing for 
others, doing random acts of kindness for each other, and teaching their children that 
each individual is precious in God’s eyes, no matter what they look like or where they 
are from. There really is an overarching mighty movement of love taking place ALL THE 
TIME and it will win in the end.”  - Kathy Meekins Case. 

 

 

 

 

Do we have your correct information? Our communication depends on YOU. If 
you move or change emails or experience a death among your members, please 
let us know. Three times a year we do a mailing and each time different letters 
are returned to us. You can stop this! Notify: Marcia Hoyt marciahoyt@aol.com 

or Kathy Kihanya at kkihanya@gmail.com 
 

 

                                              

mailto:marciahoyt@aol.com
mailto:kkihanya@gmail.com
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                    Dates to Remember 

Sept. 1, 2017  Registration opens for Assembly 2018 in Dayton OH 

Sept. 21, 2017 International Day of Peace 

Sept. 23, 2017 RISEM District, Fall mtg., Christ UMC, Kingston, RI 

“Literacy Volunteers of Washington County” 

Sept. 23, 2017 CT/WMA Fall mtg., W. Springfield, “Mass Incarceration and 

Criminalization of People of Color”    

Sept. 23, 2017         Mid-Maine Fall mtg., Green St. UMC, Augusta  

“What is a Deaconess?” Bobbi Bragan 

Sept. 30, 2017 Central MA Fall mtg., Oakdale UMC, W. Boylston,               

“A Thriving Earth and Thriving Lives” 

October 8, 2017 Praise Night, North Korean UMC, Andover – choir concert 

October 9, 2017 All materials for Annual Mtg. Program must be submitted to                

Cynthia Norton, Secretary. Only Word Documents accepted. 

October 14, 2017 MBH Fall mtg., United Parish of Auburndale, MA 

                                                “Learning to Advocate for Maternal Health”  

October 21, 2017 NECUMW Annual mtg., Bangor UMC, “Maternal and Child 

Health” with Deaconess Mollie Vickery 

October 28, 2017 Northern Maine Fall mtg., Old Town UMC 

   “Youth Poverty,” Rev. Cheryl Stratton           

Nov. 4, 2017  RISEM team mtg., St. Paul’s UMC, New Bedford 

Nov. 5, 2017  Central MA team mtg., Fisk UMC, Natick 

Nov. 17-19, 2017 UMW Leadership Development Days, Tempe, AZ 

Nov. 30, 2017    Deadline for Early Bird registration for Assembly, 2018 

Dec. 8, 2017  Deadline for pledges for 5 Star Giving credit, 2017 

Jan. 19-21, 2018 NECUMW Leadership Team, Place TBD  

January 27, 2018 MBH UMW executive team mtg., place TBD 

March 10, 2018 NECUMW Leadership Team, location TBD 

May 5, 2018  MBH Spring mtg., location TBD 

   Pastor Crystal Gardner, “Climate Justice” 

May 17, 2018 UBUNTU Day for Assembly 

May 18-20, 2018 UMW National Assembly, Columbus, OH 

July 26-28, 2018 Mission u, USNH 

August 17-19, 2018 NECUMW Leadership Team, Place TBD 

October 27, 2018 Tentative date, NECUMW Annual Mtg., location TBD  

March 23, 2019 150th Anniversary Celebration of UMW - in Boston 

June 16-18, 2020 Northeast Jurisdiction UMW Quadrennial mtg., place TBD 
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Greetings from your Secretary……The Summer is swiftly passing, and I must say that 
the seasons that are approaching, i.e, Fall and Winter which are my favorites. The past few 
months have had me spinning, and my faith has been challenged. I truly appreciate the women 
of my local UMW who have kept me uplifted and centered on the Lord. Sometimes I find myself 
having to stop, breathe, and realize that I am trying to handle too much on my own. In God's 
eyes, that's a no-no!! We should ask for our portion of His "daily bread" every day so as to be 
able to make our journey as Christians easier. How blessed we are to be women of God, infused 
with caring hearts, and having unlimited opportunities to do His work through the United 
Methodist Women! We get to share, with other women, children and youth, a Savior who died 
and came to life again, so as to bring peace and hope to all the disheartened. I see us 
continuing to "mother" other women, children and youth, and encouraging one another daily. 
It may be just a smile, or a pat on the back, a prayer or just a heartfelt thank you. That to me, is 
being a United Methodist Woman!    - Cynthia H. Norton 

 Hello from the Conference Treasurer 

Thank you to the local units and the district treasurers for all you put into mission work. It has 

been very quiet and not many remittances are coming in during the summer when we all take a 

break from meetings to enjoy the warm weather and visits with family. Then we can get back to 

work in the fall. Therefore I expect to see a lot of activity come September and October. Thank 

you all for having patience with me while I am learning. I hope everyone will work on getting 

your 5 star status and many other mission projects. Remember the money that is sent in goes 

to mission work both nationally and globally. We are fortunate to have as much as we have and 

through missions we can help those who are not as fortunate. Many times we are 

overwhelmed with all we do. I have a neat little book that I recommend to everyone titled 

Quiet Moments Alone with God – a devotional for women by Emilie Barnes. I highly 

recommend this for every woman who is feeling stress or just wants a few minutes with God. 

  Nancy Merrick – Conference Treasurer 

*****  *****  *****  *****  *****  *****  ***** 

Take Heed!! Please send your local unit’s mission contributions to your district 

treasurer by December 1, 2017. These funds are then forwarded to our 

NECUMW treasurer, Nancy Merrick, and must reach her by December 8 in 

order to be counted toward your “Five Star Giving” for 2017. All funds received 

by Nancy after December 8 will count toward 2018 “Five Star Giving.” Thank 

you in advance! 
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Proposed Budget NECUMW, 2018      

Office/Administration          
  1. Audit      $900.00  
  2. Bank Fees     $100.00  
  3. Family Care     $300.00  
  4.  Mission Resource Costs   $150.00  
  5.  Photocopying    $200.00  
  6. Postage     $200.00  
  7. Team Resources    $700.00  
  8. Supplies     $300.00  
  9. Telephone     $75.00  
  10. Travel     $2,500.00    
  Total      $5,425.00  

      
Administrative and Membership Development         
  11. Central Massachusetts   $2,000.00  
  12. Ct/WM     $2,000.00  
  13. MBH     $2,000.00  
  14. MidMaine     $2,000.00  
  15. NH      $2,000.00  
  16. N.Maine     $2,000.00  
  17.RISEM     $2,000.00  
  18. TriState     $2,000.00  
  19. Vt      $2,000.00  
  20. Korean UMW    $2,000.00  
  21. NEJ      $   750.00     
  Total      $20,750.00  
         
Programs and Events        
  22. Conference Wide Meetings   $2,000.00  
  23. Conference Call Meetings   $   200.00  
  24. District Training Event   $4,000.00  
  25. Leadership Training National  $4,000.00  
  26. Conference Spiritual Retreat   $   400.00  
  27. Conference Team Meetings   $5,000.00     
  Total      $15,600.00  
         
Public Relations Expenses        
  28. Newsletter     $6,000.00  
  29. Mission Promotion    $500.00  
  30. UMW Directories    $200.00     
  Total      $6,700.00      
Mission u       
  31.  Advancement    $8,000.00  
  32. Scholarships    $5,000.00     
  Total      $13,000.00  
       (Continued on page 6)   
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…..2018 Budget Continued  
        
Organizational Connections        
  33. NEC Annual Conference UMW Pres  $550.00  
  34. Deaconess/HM Association   $500.00  
  35. Church Women U Ct.   $100.00  
  36. Church Women U MA/RI   $100.00  
  37. Church Women U NH   $100.00     
  Total      $1,350.00  
          
Special Emphasis        
  38. Emerging Issues    $200.00  
  39. Hispanic Locals    $200.00  
  40. Seminar Program UN/DC   $200.00  
  41. Young Adult/Youth    $500.00    
  Total      $1,100.00  
         
Conference Recognitions        
  42. Gift to Mission/in Memory   $400.00  
  43. Special Mission Recognitions  $700.00    
  Total      $1,100.00  
         
Reserved Funds        
  44. 2018 Assembly Conf. Officers  $300.00  
  45. 2018 Assembly District   $1,000.00  
  46. 2018 Assembly Youth   $300.00  
  47. National Seminar    $200.00  
  48. 2020 NEJ Delegates    $700.00  
  49. 2020 NEJ Scholarships   $500.00  
  50. UN/DC Seminar Scholarships  $250.00     
  Total      $3,250.00     
      
Budget Total       $68,275.00  
      
Pledge to National UMW, 2018     $75,000.00 
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New England Conference  

    UMW Annual Meeting - October 21, 2017 
 

First United Methodist Church 
703 Essex St., Bangor, ME 

(207) 945-9567 

“Maternal and Child Health” 
Guest Speaker – Deaconess Mollie Vickery 

Registration begins at 9:00 AM. Hotel arrangements are available.  Our ingathering for 
this meeting will be for the Maine Economic Mission (for more information, see p. 11) 
See Registration form on the next page. 

 
Directions to the Church: 
From I-95 North or South: Take  Exit 185  (Broadway) and turn right.  
Go past the Broadway Shopping Center on the right. Turn right onto Grandview Avenue 
(past Bangor High School) until you reach Essex St. Turn right onto Essex St. The 
Church will be on the left. (It sits back from the street and has a large lawn)   
 

Reservations for rooms can be made at the Country Inn At the Mall, 
936 Stillwater Avenue, Bangor, ME  04401 

For reservations call (207) 941-0200 and mention United Methodist Women. 
Cutoff date is 10/02/17. One night is $94 plus tax.  Two double beds per room.  
Breakfast included. First floor or handicapped rooms upon request. 
Directions to the Country Inn 
From I-95 North or South: Take Exit 187 (Hogan Road)  

From North turn Right and from South turn Left. Follow Hogan Rd until it intersects with 

Stillwater Avenue.  (There’s a light) Go straight, crossing Stillwater and the Inn is immediately 

on the Right. The Inn has a large porch with rocking chairs on it.                                                         
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REGISTRATION FORM – New England Conference UMW Annual Meeting 
 
 
Name____________________________________Church ___________________        
 
District ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address______________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail Address _________________________ Phone ______________________ 
 
UMW Office:  Local _________ District ____________   Conference __________ 
 
Special food Considerations: ___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Child care needed? _______   Other Special requests _______________________  
 
Please return registration form and luncheon fee of $15.00 to:  Marcia Hoyt, 8 
Bacon St., Natick, MA  01760, before October 10, 2017. Checks are should be 
payable to NECUMW. For more information, contact Marcia Hoyt by email at 
marciahoyt@aol.com or by calling her at (508) 655-0077. 
 

 
 

       Our Guest Speaker at NECUMW Annual Meeting 

Molly Vickery is the Executive for Children, Youth, and Family Advocacy at United Methodist 

Women and a United Methodist Deaconess. In the past, she has been Outreach Director at 

CUMAC, the Executive Director of the Edwards Street Fellowship Center, and a teacher in the 

Hattiesburg MS Public Schools. Causes that Mollie cares about include civil rights, social action, 

economic empowerment, and human rights. She is also knowledgeable about community 

organizing and outreach, youth development and women’s issues. Ms. Vickery received her 

Bachelor Degree from the University of Southern Mississippi and a Master of Special Education 

from William Carey College. She also completed Deaconess course work at New York 

Theological Seminary. Welcome to New England, Mollie! 

https://www.linkedin.com/start/view-full-profile?_ed=0_GoSqRAdcA0v_ZYsJA93rZRhNZy8kx8aMLK7-ocizNJ9EcRqGDTFUZBRVbL4HnJy_&trk=public_profile_tc-view
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New England Conference United Methodist Women 
Proposed Slate of Officers to be elected for the 2017-2018 Year: 

President   Roberta Bragan 
Vice President   Betty Shippee    
Treasurer   Nancy Merrick     
Secretary   Cynthia Norton    
Nominations Chairperson Carla Ganter 
 

The above proposed officers have been nominated by the Committee on Nominations for the year 2017-

2018.  Nominations for yourself or others may be made from the floor at the Annual Meeting to be held on 

October 21, 2017 in Bangor Maine.   You also may send your nomination(s) to carlaganter@hotmail.com 

before September 30, 2017.  

Appointed Officers:  (appointed by the President and the Committee on Nominations) 

Mission Coordinators: 

Education & Interpretation   __________ Position Open 

Membership Nurture & Outreach  __________ Position Open 

Social Action.      Carol Stidger  

Spiritual Growth     Gloria Riley 

Program Committee:     Karen Pehrson, Karen Ritz-Perkins    

Program Resource Secretary:    Carolyn Burrows 

Communications Coordinator:    Kathy Kihanya 

Committee on Nominations: 

2018 Esther Chung  2018 Lucie Fortier  2018 Lisa Swett  
2019 _______ Position Open 2019 Alice Rose  2019 _______ Position Open 
 

Other Officers: 
Assistant Secretary    __________ Position Open 

National Program Advisory Board  Arlene Mackie                                                

Language Coordinator    Youngsheen Ahmed  

150th Anniversary Committee: 

Fay Flannery  Marie MacDougall  Leeda Marsh  Marcia Hoyt 

Roxie Pin  Linda Reiber   Peg Swett   

 

Racial Justice Committee:  Roberta Bragan, Carol Stidger, Kwiok Yun, Carla Ganter, Pearl Wilkerson, 

Kathy Kihanya, Gloria Riley, Cynthia Norton, and Pam Mavrelion,  

 

As a reminder to those who need to submit materials for the October 21 

Program Booklet: All reports and other information that go into the program 

booklets for the Annual UMW meeting, October 21, 2017, are to be sent to 

Cynthia Norton by OCTOBER 9, 2017.  ALL DOCUMENTS ARE TO BE IN WORD.  

NO E-MAILS WILL BE ACCEPTED. NO E-MAILS WILL BE ACCEPTED.  

NO E-MAILS WILL BE ACCEPTED!!! 

mailto:carlaganter@hotmail.com


 

10 
 

 

New England Conference United Methodist Women 
2017-2018 

Gifts and Graces Inventory - Potential Leaders Information Form 
 

Date:_____________________ Name:          

Address:             

Tel (home)      (cell)       

E-Mail Address:            

Member of Local Church:      District:     

Circle Your Age 20’s  30’s  40’s  50’s  60’s        70’s Plus 

Languages Spoken:     Racial/Ethnic Groups:      

Employed:    Part Time   Full Time    

Professional Skills/Job Experience:         

Office(s) Held 

   Office      Dates of Service (month/year) 

Local              

District              

Conference             

Jurisdiction             

 

Additional experience on the local, district, conference or church level, community – (other than UMW) 

              

              

How will your spiritual journey strengthen your commitment to serve on the UMW Conference 

Leadership Team? 

              

              

PLEASE RETURN THESE FORMS TO CARLA GANTER ASAP.  PLEASE SHARE THEM WITH WOMEN YOU 

“THINK” MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN JOINING OUR NEW ENGLAND CONFERENCE UNITED METHODIST 

WOMEN EXECUTIVE BOARD!! Send to Carla Ganter – 8 Harrison Road, Canton, MA  02021 or 

carlaganter@hotmail.com Thanks!!!!!!!!  

mailto:carlaganter@hotmail.com
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United Methodist Economic Ministry, Salem and Howland, ME 
Wish List for NECUMW Annual Meeting Ingathering 

 
In response to God's call in Christ to clothe the naked, feed the hungry and care 
for the homeless (Matthew 25:35-37).  The UMEM provides materials, education, 
and spiritual support, and promotes social justice as first steps toward self-
sufficiency in this region of severe economic challenges. 
  
 
   Current Ministries 
 
Food cupboards    Summer mission teams 
Emergency services    Thrift shops 
School supplies     Christmas shop 
      Prom shop 
 
 
At Salem, ME and now expanding to ministry in Howland, ME. 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Come and share in the new mission 
unit of the Economic Ministries in 
Howland, Maine. Please bring school 
supplies which will be taken to area 
schools to help both the children and 
their teachers.  (The list on the left is 
just a suggestion - backpacks are not 
requested.  The emphasis is on the 

supplies to help fill the backpacks.) 
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From The Program Committee: Looking Ahead to NECUMW Meeting 2017 

and to UMW Assembly 2018, “The Power of Bold” 

 
How often do you pick up the latest issue of Response, our UMW magazine, and find 

information you can use in your church or district, or your personal life?  I always go through 
the entire issue shortly after it arrives, because there is always timely information, resources, 
and interviews which draw me in immediately.  Reading Response is great preparation for 
everyone for our UMW Annual Meeting, Saturday, October 21, 2017, in Bangor, Maine. 
 The September issue, “Investing in Women,” arrived today as we are inundated with 
news reports of the violence in Virginia, led by the Neo-Nazis, KKK, and White Supremacist 
groups.  I turned to page 8 to find a Bible study by Gail Douglas-Boykin on Isaiah 59:  “So justice 
is driven back, and righteousness stands at a distance.  Truth has stumbled in the streets; 
honesty cannot enter.”  This sentence is in the opening paragraph of the United Methodist 
Resolution 3422, “Speaking Out for Compassion:  Transforming the Context of Hate in the 
United States,” which was introduced by United Methodist Women and adopted by General 
Conference.  This concise Bible study can be easily adapted for your use. 
 Next, I stopped to read “Passion, Vision, and Action” on page 18 to learn about the 
South Carolina UMW and their 2017 Annual Legislative Advocacy Day, to prepare members for 
action “fueled by passion and vision.”  Workshops included racial justice issues, public 
education, human trafficking, and more. Then, on page 24 “Learning to Advocate for Maternal 
Health” reported on a training in April 2018 for United Methodist maternal health advocates at 
the Methodist Building in Washington DC, co-sponsored by UMW and the General Board of 
Church and Society.  Did you know that the U.S. maternal death rate at childbirth is the worst 
among all developed nations?  The attendees of this conference will work to educate persons in 
their home communities and states.  Education is the first step.   
 Mollie Vickery, UMW’s Executive for Children, Youth, and Family Advocacy, is quoted, 
along with other national experts.  Mollie will be our keynote speaker on Maternal Health at 
our Annual Meeting, Oct. 21, 2017, in Bangor, Maine.  Be sure to come and hear Mollie tell us 
more about the work of UMW and the strategies which we can utilize. 
 There is so much more in this issue, but I will comment on only two more items. “Taking 
the Lead for Peace” on page 38 highlights the work of UMW’s top Executive, Harriet Jane Olson, 
at the 61st Session of the UN Commission on the Status of Women.  She was a “panelist on the 
permanent regional forum called the “Women’s Peace Dialogue Platform,” which began as an 
effort by United Methodist Women in 2015 to bring Ukrainian and Russian women together to 
talk peace. 
 Are you interested?  Then seriously consider registering for the UMW Assembly 2018 in 
Columbus, Ohio, May 18-20, 2018.  Eight thousand women will gather to discuss, learn, 
worship, sing, and experience together.  We will also celebrate 150 years of Faith, Hope, and 
Love in Action. 
Hope to see you on October 21, 2017, at our New England UMW Annual Meeting and in 

Columbus, May 18-20, 2018, for “The Power of Bold.”  Don’t forget to register early for both!   -

- Karen Pehrson 
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Houston Disaster – How To Help 

I am sure that you are already praying for our sisters and brothers in Texas and in the path of the 

storm.   This article by Susan Kim, former NY Conference President, discusses what we can do 

and what we should not do. 

  “When disaster strikes, often we see heart-wrenching images on television. People have lost 

everything. Their homes are swept away or lie in a tangled heap. Their belongings are ruined. 

We immediately want to help – a good intention that stems from compassion for our fellow 

human beings. However, be certain to couple your compassion with good judgment on the best 

ways to help disaster survivors.  Here are the top four most common pitfalls into which helpers 

fall after a disaster – and what they should do instead. 

Resist the urge to jump from your couch and drive to the disaster site. When Hurricane 

Sandy struck the mid-Atlantic, scores of people decided to drive to New Jersey, New York and 

other affected areas. The result? Clogged interstates, a worsening gasoline shortage, and 

volunteers arriving in droves and diverting the attention of emergency personnel. What to do 

instead? When you watch or read the breaking news about a disaster, respond immediately – 

with prayer or a cash donation. 

Don't give the shirt off your back. Did you know that donations of used clothing are commonly 

called “the second disaster?” When clothing piles up at a disaster scene, it must be stored, hauled 

away or sorted by volunteers who could better use their time helping disaster survivors. Instead, 

cash donations help disaster survivors purchase needed items from local businesses, which boost 

an economy weakened by disaster. 

Don't believe that recovery takes only a few days. Well-intentioned donors often give money 

or relief-supply kits only while a disaster is prominent in the news headlines. In fact, for a major 

disaster, recovery can take years. If donations dry up after a week or two, responders no longer 

have the resources to help disaster survivors. Those survivors feel forgotten, and their recovery 

doesn't progress. 

Don't forget your own disaster preparation and training. If you want to respond in a safe, 

helpful way, seek disaster-response training and learn how to prepare yourself so you can 

respond should the need arise. Preparing can be as simple as forming a plan with your neighbor, 

or as involved as becoming a specialized responder who serves on a United Methodist 

Committee on Relief (UMCOR) Early Response Team. 

The next time disaster strikes, put your compassion into action through prayer, cash 

donations, relief-supply kits, training and volunteering. You will help disaster survivors 

around the world. “ 

Be a voice for this in your churches, and districts, but especially in United Methodist Women.  It 

may take some relearning for some of us, but it will be worth it as we follow Christ’s call to 

compassion in powerful and effective  ways.  

 

 

http://www.umcor.org/umcor/resources/news-stories/2017/august/0825umcorrespondstoharvey
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies
http://www.umcor.org/Search-for-Projects/Search-for-Projects
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Programs/Disaster-Response/US-Disaster-Response/Training/Training
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Programs/Disaster-Response/US-Disaster-Response/Training/Training
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Programs/Disaster-Response/US-Disaster-Response/Training/Training
http://www.umcor.org/Search-for-Projects/Search-for-Projects
http://www.umcor.org/Search-for-Projects/Search-for-Projects
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies/Relief-Supply-Kits
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Programs/Disaster-Response/US-Disaster-Response/Training/Training
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Support/Volunteer/Volunteer
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WHEN WOMEN UNITE,  

BOLD AND COURAGEOUS ACTIONS HAPPEN! 
 

“The Power of Bold” is the theme for the 2018 Assembly which will be May 18-

20 in Columbus, Ohio. When women unite, bold and courageous actions happen. United 

Methodist Women has been transforming the lives of women, children and youth across 

the nation and around the world for 150 years. That’s bold. That’s powerful. That’s THE 

POWER OF BOLD. 

During the months leading up to Assembly 2018, the planners will be inviting 

United Methodist Women who have skills in knitting, crocheting or sewing to create 

baby hats for those in need. The baby hats may be made from fabric, fleece or yarn. If 

possible, United Methodist Women should take completed baby hats to their local 

churches to be blessed before bringing them to Assembly. Some of the hats will be 

displayed in the Assembly prayer and meditation room. At the end of Assembly, the baby 

hats will be distributed to those in need through our Maternal Health work. 

Registration for Assembly will open on September 1, 2017. In a continued effort 

to protect the environment and reduce our printed resources, registration confirmation 

and updates will be handled online. Get your Early Bird Discount ($295) by registering 

online at umwassembly.org before November 30, 2017. After that date the registration 

fee will go to $330. A registration acknowledgment will be e-mailed to you upon 

completion of your registration. 

You will be able to sign up for one workshop, town hall or film on Friday and one 

workshop, town hall or film on Saturday. The list of workshops will be posted on the 

Assembly website after Sept. 1. There will be a tab that you can click on to read up on the 

different workshops, town halls or films.  

The goal  is to draw 8,000 women to the 2018 Assembly—8,000 powerful, bold 

women who will put faith, hope and love into action for women, children and youth for 

the next four years and for the next 150 years! Our goal as New England Conference to 

increase attendance by 30 percent. Will you help us reach that goal by spreading the 

word?  

As the Conference Assembly Liaison, I will be available to help answer your 

questions and help you register. I can be reached by e-mail at lfortier49@gmail.com.     

-Lucie Fortier, Deaconess 

 

*****The National office of the UMW has set a goal of increasing attendance at 
the 2018 National Assembly of 30% over 2014. At that time NECUMW sent 68 
delegates, so we would need to send 89 delegates in 2018 to match our goal. 
Why not even try for 100?!! Won’t you attend with us? We promise that you 
will all have a grand time celebrating our Lord and supporting women, children 
and youth! For extensive information on the 2018 National Assembly, “The 
Power of Bold,” go to their website, www.umwassembly.org***** 
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      God was indeed with us during our Mission u conference in Manchester, 

New Hampshire, July 23-25; those who attended were blessed to have their souls renewed. Our 

brand new N H District Superintendent, Rev. Taesung Kang, was with us to welcome all 

attendees during the opening session and worship on Friday afternoon. Our Assistant Dean, Kim 

Kie, who served as our audio/video person, did an excellent job during the entire Mission u 

weekend.  

We welcomed the Korean Women who came for two days this year instead of one. 

Not only did they bring an incredible soloist, they also surprised us by taking a group picture of 

everyone at Mission u. Our Study Leaders were well versed in their respective subjects. Mimi 

Magee was our Covenant Community Study Leader; she will be returning next year to lead Part 

2, “Seeking Health and Wholeness”. Our Youth Study Leader was Michael Terrell from UNY 

and our Children’s Study Leader was Tammy Verity, also from UNY. Both of these folks will 

return next year for the Youth and Children’s Study programs. Our USA Missionary Study 

Leader was Bobbi Bragan. New to us this year was our Music Leader, Julie LaRocca. Julie 

brought enthusiasm, as well as her vocal and piano talents, and taught us new songs to take back 

to our respective churches. Pastor Jong Wook Hong was our Korean Study Leader. Elizabeth 

Bachelder Smith expertly handled the Saturday one day class on Climate Justice. 

Thankfully, we did not have any severe thunderstorms this year, and even though our 

new dorm, Tuckerman Hall, was a staircase of 44 steps further than the old dorm, we enjoyed the 

choice of walking or catching a ride in one of the 2 vans traveling between the dorm, academic 

and dining complex buildings. Next year we’ll be back at Hampton Hall. Tuckerman Hall was 

lovely and had a great common room, but most of us look forward to returning to Hampton Hall. 

Carol Jean Suitor and her Vermont group handled the Friday night Vespers. Karen and Stephen 

Ritz-Perkins led the Saturday evening Vespers. Saturday and Sunday mornings began joyfully 

with Morning Praise led by Gloria Riley. 

We received over 36 evaluations and will study the suggestions and try to improve our 

Mission u weekend next year based on those suggestions. Regrettably we had NO children or 

youth this year, so please pass the word to parents, grandparents, guardians to bring their 

children (grade 1-5) or youth (grade 6-12) to Mission u, 2018. First year adult attendees receive a 

$50.00 discount on the weekend! Many churches also offer scholarships for children and/or 

youth. At this point we’ve notified SNHU that we would like to return July 26, 27, 28, in 2018. 

Studies in 2018 will be: Spiritual Growth - Seeking Health & Wholeness; Social Issues – What 

About Our Money?; Youth and Children – What About Our Money? We are not planning to 

have a one day study next year due to the small attendance. Five had signed up this year, 

however only two showed up for the one day study. In recent years we’ve had between 3-5 

attendees for the one day study. May God continue to bless you in His wisdom; we hope you 

share the good news of Mission u in 2018 and join us next July. 

Linda Borio, 2017 & 2018 Dean, Mission u 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/what-we-do/transformative-education/mission-u
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 Let’s begin with 1869. This is the year that our foremothers organized for mission 
and sent out the first two woman missionaries. This was almost 150 years ago. The National United 
Methodist Women have planned and are in the middle of a five years celebration of this legacy and all of 
the mission work being done under the name of our organization—United Methodist Women. The 
Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign goal is $60 million. This is the amount they have calculated to 
undergird and carry forward our mission for future generations to serve in mission and advocacy for 
women, children and youth for the next 150 years. Today we are CELEBRATING the $17 million already 
secured for this important work. Have you pledged, paid, or made plans to give your “fair share+” as a 
United Methodist Woman? 
 
There are many options available to you. 
 

 Give directly to the National office (preferably), 
 Give through your local UMW or the District or Conference level. 
 It is easy to do online, for those with that capability. 
 We have special envelopes for you…just ask one of us (see list below) 
 Want more information? Just ask. 
 Give monthly or annually 
 Have you added United Methodist Women to your Will? 
 You may give through your investments. Ask your financial advisor 

 
The Legacy Fund is a permanent endowment with generated income that will enable United Methodist 
Women to distribute grants and scholarships, coordinate work with mission personnel and make 
needed upgrades to technological and communication systems and more. The Legacy Fund will ensure a 
regular source of support for these core expenses of being in mission. It will enable United Methodist 
Women to enhance programming and launch new initiatives to address emerging needs of women, 
children and youth. The Legacy Fund Committee for the N.E. Conference United Methodist Women: 
Linda Reiber-Chairperson, Fay Flanary, Marcia Hoyt, Marie MacDougal, Roxie Pin and Leeda Marsh. 
 
 

  What is United Methodist Women’s position on the recent 

executive order that bans all refugee admissions for 120 days? United Methodist 

Women takes to heart Jesus' commandment to love God and love our neighbor as ourselves. Throughout our 

150-year history we have carried this out by extending God's love to women, men, youth and children around 

the world, including immigrants and refugees. Our foremothers met boats at Ellis Island to support young 

women, and created Gum Moon, a national mission institution in San Francisco to safeguard Chinese 

immigrant women. We have been active in receiving refugee families in our communities and welcoming 

immigrants to our churches. Working with immigrant organizations and The United Methodist Church, we 

advocate for just immigration reform at state and national levels in the United States and globally. 
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NEWS FROM 

     COOPER COMMUNITY CENTER 
 

What is ahead for Cooper as we celebrate 100 years of service to the community and its 

children? We will continue to update the building. In the past few years we have done an 

incredible amount of work on the interior; much of this was years of deferred work, because we 

did not own the building until recently. We still need to have a new roof, heating and air 

conditioning upgrades, and major work to stop the water from penetrating during windstorms. 

We will be starting a Capital Campaign soon to fund these very necessary improvements.  

 

Current wish list needs: Lysol disinfectant spray, Clorox disinfecting wipes and Multi-use 

Wipes, Johnson and Johnson Band-Aids, Bounty paper towels, Windex glass cleaner, non-toxic 

glue sticks, children’s books, 55 gallon trash bags. 

 

 UMW representatives who serve on the Cooper Community Center Board are Bobbi 

Bragan, Linda Reiber, Ethel Franks, Carla Ganter, Marcia Hoyt, Arlene Mackie and Kathy 

Kihanya. 

 

Korean Praise Night  

On Sunday, October 8, 2017, at 5 p.m. there will be a concert of church choirs at the North 

Boston Korean United Methodist Church, 244 Lowell St., Andover, MA, sponsored by the 

Korean UMW. For further information call the church at 978-470-0621. Directions to the 

church: From Route 93 take Exit 43 to Andover East (Route 133 East). The church is within 1 

mile on the right. A wonderful annual event and all are welcome! 

   

  Let us pray: We thank you and praise you O Lord 

-For the grace to feed the poor 

-For the grace to heal the sick 

-For the grace to lift up the broken 

-For the grace to harbor the refugee 

-For the grace to aid the endangered 

-For The grace to speak on behalf of the marginalized and vulnerable 

-For what your Son has been for us, a comfort, a beacon, a shepherd, a rabbi, a 

healer, a hope, the salt of the earth, the light of the world 

We thank you and praise you, O Lord. Amen. 
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Program Resource Report 

I hope that you are all enjoying your summer and taking some time to read from the 2017 UMW 

Booklist. You can read books from up to 6 years ago and you might want to ask one of your 

friends to loan you a book that they bought. Some women purchase books and then, after reading 

them, place them in their church library. Men can also participate in the Reading Program, along 

with children and youth. Some of the books are on Kindle and some cane be ordered through 

Amazon. 

 Remember that there are 5 categories in Reading Plans I through VI: Spiritual Growth, 

Leadership Development, Social Action, Nurturing for Community, and Education for Mission. 

Some books are in large print. Our UMW Reading Program Specialist, Brenda Thompson, 

reminds us that electronic books can be read on any device and enlarged to make it readable for 

most people. 

 I was at Mission u in July, a wonderful experience with exceptional leaders and teachers. 

I had reading and study books available on the first floor of the academic building and we 

realized over $500. in sales. Even though all the books I ordered did not come in, I think the 

Mission u attendees had some good reading choices and also opportunities to get free materials 

in English, Korean and Spanish. Until next time, happy reading!  -Carolyn Burrows 

 

From your Education and Interpretation Coordinator 

I hope that you have had a fun and relaxing summer and are ready for UMW work.  I 

have had a busy summer traveling.  The highlight of our summer was a cruise and land tour of 

Alaska.  I witnessed firsthand the impact of Climate Change as evident in the receding glaciers. 

United Methodist Women’s national office has made Climate Justice one of its four 

social justice priority issues. The changes in temperatures, from the unusual cold in the American 

Northeast to blazing temperatures in the Southwest, to droughts, fires and floods across the 

country and around the word, affect some more than others.  We need to be aware of the ways 

policy and law have created a multiplicity of environmental pressures on some “sacrificed” 

communities, such as Houston, Galveston.  At the same time, those in more environmentally 

balanced areas-although at times also affected by storms and environmental problems - live on, 

relatively unaffected. Power plants, manufacturing, mining, waste incinerators and waste dumps, 

railroad lines, seaports, sewage treatment plants and trucking routes magnify the concerns during 

extreme weather events for the most economically vulnerable.  The factors that cause greenhouse 

gases (the key contributor to human-caused climate change) can also lead to asthma, cancer, 

immune system disorders, hormonal imbalances, and ultimately displacement, impoverishment 

and migration. 

Our historic Wesleyan desire for creation and social justice as well as the Bible and our 

Book of Discipline requires us to be sound stewards of the earth and to have environmentally 

friendly lifestyles that preserve creation for the benefit of present and future generations.  

Mission Today 

I encourage you to read and fill out the New and Revised Mission Today Form enclosed on the 

next page. In order for your local UMW to be recognized at the October Annual Meeting for the 

work accomplished in 2016, you will need to send the form to me as soon as possible. - Carol 

Stidger, 172 Mountain Dr., Pittsfield, MA 01201       ctstidger@gmail.com 

 

mailto:ctstidger@gmail.com
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2017 Requirements for a Mission Today Organization         

Gold Group----------  Complete 8 of the top 13 and another 8 from those numbered 14-25.             

Silver Group---------  Complete 6 of the top 13 and another 6 from those numbered 14-25      

Bronze Group--------  Complete 4 of the top 13 and another 4 from those numbered 14-25  

The local organization will:  

__1.  Conduct at least 1 educational program related to the Environment (Green issues) or Climate Justice  

__2.  Conduct a program that addresses one of the remaining three Emphases-Economic Inequality,   

Maternal & Child Health or Criminalization of Communities of Color and Mass Incarceration   

__3.  Conduct or have at least 1 person attend Mission u or One Day Mission u.  

(other than a Conf. or Dist. officer)  

__4.  Contribute funds to be a 5 Star Group (give to all five areas of Mission Giving) 

__5.  Add at least two new members to your membership rolls.  

__6.  Promote Mission u and offer scholarships for attendees   

__7.  Plan a Spiritual Retreat or Day Apart for the local women or participate in such a retreat    

__8.  Conduct a program or implement the Charter for Racial Justice in at least one way during the year  

__9.  Promote “our history” and support the LEGACY FUND   

__10. Support financially/in-kind to Hattie B. Cooper Community Center  

(only National Mission Institution in N. E.)  

__11.  Use the Prayer Calendar at each meeting and pray for those in mission  

__12. Include a “Response Moment” at each meeting, or an article from Response used to  

“tell the mission story” 

__13. Read or sing the United Methodist Women’s PURPOSE at each meeting.  

__14.  Have at least 2 members (other than a dist. or conf. officer) attend the NECUMW Annual Mtg.  

__15.  Plan and participate in a United Methodist Women’s Sunday   

__16.  Have at least 1 member join the UM Women’s Action Network and respond to 3 legislative issues   

__17.  Correspond with five (5) persons listed in the Prayer Calendar  

__18.  Co-sponsor with the local church a Children’s Sabbath (information at Children’s Defense Fund)  

__19.  Have at least three women participate in the Reading Program  

__20.  Have at least two members subscribe to Response Magazine  

__21.  Have at least two people attend a District meeting (not including District or Conf. officers)  

__22.  Have at least 2 women volunteer at a local Food Bank, feeding program, women’s shelter etc. that 

supports women and children  

__23.  Use at least two programs or themes from the Program Book for your group meetings  

__24.  Make available scholarships to Mission u for young women ages 12-25   

__25.  Conduct a meeting in which two books from the Reading Plan are reviewed and/or discussed by a group.  

Throughout the year check off completed requirements and send this completed form to: Carol Stidger, 

172 Mountain Drive, Pittsfield MA  01201  ctstidger@gmail.com and your District E&I coordinator by 

December 31.   

    Signed   ________________________      (Your District E&I Coordinator)  

  

Church name  ____________________  Local group President’s name_________________________  

 

  

Location of church  __________________________ Submitted by_____________________________ 
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From Northern Maine District 
Our annual meeting is October 28, 2017, at the Old Town United Methodist Church. The 
speaker is Rev. Cheryl Stratton on the subject of poverty.  We are giving out two 
recognition pins, one to Rev. Stratton and the other to Eda Stoll who is the coordinator 
for "It's My Very Own", Bags of Love. We have nominated Ruth Shepardson for the New 
England Conference recognition pin. We have several leadership positions open on the 
district level including Vice President, Spiritual Growth, Program Resources and 
possibly a couple others.  We had a successful spring retreat with Rev. Heidi 
Chamberland as the speaker on "Women of Resurrection".   
 - Linda Hardesty, District President 
 

From Metro Boston Hope District 
Imagine if you could sit down and have coffee or tea with Fanny Crosby or Lydia or Rachel 

Carson or other more amazing women. What would you say them? Do you have questions for 

them? Why do they still inspire us years and years later? Come meet these women at the Metro 

Boston Hope District Fall meeting on October 14th from 9am-2pm at United Parish of 

Auburndale 64 Hancock Street, Newton Ma. Program for the day will be” Coffee, Tea or the Me 

I Can Be”. See how these women inspired us and taught us, the United Methodist Women from 

Metro Boston Hope District, to put faith, hope and love into action as we move on our spiritual 

journey and go about our days. All are welcome to attend. If interested in attending, please 

contact Janice Galloway at: akajaniceg@yahoo.com. Our spring 2018 meeting will be on May 

5th  and the speaker will be Pastor Crystal Gardner, who not only is a local pastor in Whitman, 

but she is also a Senior Project Manager Biologist/Scientist. We will be having a program on 

Climate Justice.  “Is prayer your steering wheel or your spare tire?”   -Corrie Ten Boom 

Blessings- Pam Mavrelion, District President   Pammavrelion@gmail.com (617-257- 0673) 

 

From Mid-Maine District 
The Fall meeting of Mid-Maine District UMW will take place on  September 23, 2017 at Green 

St. United Methodist Church, Augusta. The speakers will be Bobbi Bragan, NECUMW 

President, and Rosemary Word, with the theme 

“Called – Served – Serving Still” 

Celebrating and Learning about UM Deaconesses and Home Missioners 

- From Marilyn Stinson, District President 

 

 

 

For district team members: Remember to invite 2 or 3 conference 

team members to each fall and spring gathering. As much as possible, 

these team members are available to conduct installations of officers 

and trainings, and give general support for your programming.  

mailto:akajaniceg@yahoo.com
mailto:Pammavrelion@gmail.com
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Greetings from RISEM District UMW! 
I have a bag from the United Nations gift shop that has the word 'war' missing the ‘a’ and 'peace' 

missing the ‘a’. A dove is holding the ‘a’ in its' beak flying from war to peace. It means 

'changing war into peace'.  These are very uncertain days.  It seems that the world is caught up in 

violence and conflict.  Even in our country there are groups that think that violence is the only 

way to get people to listen to them.  Our President is threatening violence as a means to 'react' to 

violence or threats from other countries. Racism is running rampant in our country but it doesn't 

seem to be important enough for our President to address. 

 

United Methodist Women believes that we should 'Wage Peace through prayer and action'. There 

is an article on the UMW website entitled 'The Things That Make for Peace' by Tatiana Dwyer, 

Cayman Mitchell, and Kathleen Stone - who many of us are familiar with.  The article cites 

Luke 19:42, as Jesus looked out over Jerusalem, he wept and cried out, "Would that you knew 

the things this day that make for peace!" 

 

The article goes on to talk about the International Day of Peace (in November) and holding a 

peaceful prayer vigil.  Women as Peacemakers - United Methodist Women have been working 

for peace and just development - for without looking at the crises of food, water, the 

environment, world economics and climate justice there can never be peace for the billions of 

people suffering from these injustices.  That is one of the reasons that the Church Center for the 

United Nations (developed by United Methodist Women) exists - to open a dialogue with women 

from all over the world and talk about ways that we can 'wage peace' together. 

 

The article states that "The injustice and increasing inequality between peoples is simply 

unsustainable. . . We need to develop a paradigm that is dedicated to reversing and reconciling 

historic injustices, including wealthy nations' environmental crimes.  We need a development 

agenda which decreases inequality while increasing the basic quality and peacefulness of all 

people's lives. A just and sustainable development plan for the earth and her people is critical for 

peace." 

 

As United Methodist Women, we cannot "Wage Peace" if we do not address these injustices and 

inequality in billions of people's lives.  I believe that it is God's plan that we spread the Good 

News to the whole world that God wants peace for God's children. We are a powerful 

organization and what a privilege to be Peacemakers as we work to fulfill God's promises! 

 

Together - we CAN make a difference!  God Bless You All! - Betty Shippee, District President  
 

  FYI This year, fifty-six postcards were sent from Mission u 

participants, asking to stop the moratorium on limiting smokestack emissions. Hurray for 

Mission u!!! What postcard campaign could your local unit or district undertake, and ask 

your political representatives to consider the needs of women, children and youth? 
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Greetings from Central Mass! 
During the summer, I tend to unplug from the computer, people, traffic, work (if possible) and 

simply BE and enjoy the time. But I still stay connected to UMW through my UMW sisters, 

team meetings, attending Mission u, reading Response and browsing the UMW website. There is 

a lot happening in our country today and plenty of issues to ponder, keep track of, and stay 

informed about. One of those issues is Climate Change. You’ll find on the UMW website this 

simple sentence: “United Methodist Women calls for sound stewardship of the earth and 

environmentally friendly lifestyles that preserve creation for the benefit of present and future 

generations.” Last year the UMW Conference Annual meeting was about the science of Climate 

Change. This fall, we invite you to join us as we bring this issue to a personal level. Our Fall 

gathering is titled “A Thriving Earth and Thriving Lives: Our Environment Challenge! What Can 

WE Do?” The emphasis is our environment with time for letter writing, a craft project of your 

choice, action time, fun and fellowship, worship, and our UMW Resources. We will be meeting 

on Saturday, September 30, 2017 at 9:15am at Oakdale United Methodist Church, 15 North 

Main Street, West Boylston, MA. The UMW website is a wealth of information – I go there for 

inspiration and to get re-energized about the mission and advocacy work that is as the heart of 

UMW. But the website can be overwhelming too – way too much info and I sometime feel that I 

can’t do it all and that no one could possibly meet the needs everywhere. But then I remember – 

each woman does what she can – and that adds up to a whole lot of caring, nurturing, loving and 

putting faith and love in action which makes all the difference to someone somewhere. So, own 

it! That was a message from the July/August 2017 Response. The short message on its page 13 

reminded me to be proud of being a United Methodist Woman. The things we do with sometimes 

scant resources do make a difference. It is important work so own it! 

Peace, Sherry Culver, District President 

 

Mission is God’s Work by Harriett Jane Olson – excerpted from “UMW News”    

“What does it mean to be in mission?” ….As I participate in various conversations about mission, 
I am often reminded of orthodox theologian Archbishop Anastasios Yannoulatos’ formulation: mission is 
following the Holy Trinity into the world. The statement is evocative for many reasons. First, it notes 
that mission is God’s work – the fullness of God is engaged in reconciliation and redemption of the 
world….. 
 Second, the statement reminds us that we are following God’s lead. As disciples, we follow the 
way that Jesus taught and lived. We hear and respond to the cries of the needy, we call out injustice of 
religious and non-religious people alike, and we root ourselves in the core of the message: to “love God 
with all of your heart, soul, mind and strength” through faith in Christ and “to love our neighbors as 
ourselves.” As United Methodist Women – as disciples – we are called to live this out in action….. 
 Giving, praying, serving, advocating, supporting women in their development as leaders – these 
are all ways in which we follow God into the world…… This is our reason and what empowers us to turn 
our faith, hope and love into action on behalf of women, children and youth around the world.  

- Harriett Jane Olson is general secretary and CEO of United Methodist Women. 
- UMW News is free! Contact UMW Resources at cs@umwmissionresources.org 
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   What is the Charter for Racial Justice and How Is It Related to UMW??? 

          The Charter for Racial Justice was created and adopted by the Women's Division (now 

United Methodist Women) of the United Methodist General Board of Global Ministries in 1978. In 

1980 the division successfully recommended adoption of the charter by the whole denomination. 

General Conference has consecutively readopted it, every eight years since, most recently in 2016. 

The charter continues United Methodist Women's urgent call for study and action on the principles 

and goals of its vision. 

         We need to name racism wherever it occurs, especially considering recent proclamations in 

support of this evil in our nation. The United Methodist Church’s Charter for Racial Justice says 

that “racism is a rejection of the teachings of Jesus Christ. The United Methodist Church is nothing 

less than an inclusive church in an inclusive society. Therefore, the UMC calls upon all its people to 

perform those faithful deeds of love and justice in both church and community that will bring this 

aim into reality” (Resolution 3371, “A Charter for Racial Justice Policies in an Interdependent 
Global Community,” The Book of Resolutions of The United Methodist Church 2016.) 

         So what can United Methodist Women members do about racism?  First, use the following 

resources available from United Methodist Women Mission Resources:  

 Copies of the Charter for Racial Justice (free) 

 United Methodist Women Racial Justice Time Line (booklet – highly recommended)  

 Voices of Native American Women (booklet)  

 Voices of Haitian Women (booklet)  

 The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness  

(2012 Reading Program selection)  

 Resources for Racial Justice Manual  

 

After that, get involved in your conference United Methodist Women Racial Justice Charter 

Committee (see New England election slate, page 9). Or organize a district-wide spiritual growth 

retreat on racial justice. Another suggestion would be to get involved in the work of United 

Methodist Women partner organizations working on racial justice:  

 Black Alliance for Just Immigration (blackalliance.org) is an education and advocacy group 

of African Americans and black immigrants from Africa, Latin American and the 

Caribbean.  

 Justice for Our Neighbors (njfon.org), represents the response of the United Methodist 

Church to the needs of immigrants seeking to reunify their families, secure immigration 

status, and enjoy the right to work. 

 JFON provides free, professional legal services to immigrants in monthly clinics.  

 National Network for Immigrant and Refugee Rights (www.nnirr.org) works to defend and 

expand the rights of all immigrants and refugees, regardless of immigration status.  

 Sentencing Project (www.sentencingproject.org) works for a fair and effective criminal 

justice system by promoting reforms in sentencing law and practice and alternatives to 

incarceration. 

Finally, at a local level, look for, or initiate, opportunities to repeat the Charter together in a group. 

As United Methodist Women we believe that “all women and men are made in God’s image and all 

persons are equally valuable in God’s sight.”   
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Address Correction Requested 

Kathy Kihanya                                                                                                                             

NECUMWCC                                                                                                                                                          

27 Belvoir Rd.                                                                                                                                               

Milton, MA  02186 

  

PLEASE READ, SHARE AND POST THIS NEWSLETTER!      

 

 

 

       

  

KEEP UP TO DATE!!  

District Newsletters  http://www.neumc.org/      Click on Mission & Ministries       then 

Click on United Methodist Woman ...the newsletters are there!!  

UMW NEWS              http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/news/umw-news/ 

FACEBOOK              https://www.facebook.com/UMWomen 

NECUMC Web Site: http://www.neumc.org/ 

NEC UMC Facebook:      https://www.facebook.com/NEUMC                                                    

Please "like" our page! 

           Kathy Kihanya, Communications Coordinator 

 

http://www.neumc.org/
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/news/umw-news/
https://www.facebook.com/UMWomen
http://www.neumc.org/
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