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Theologian Martin Luther (1483 - 1546) forever changed Christianity when he 
began the Protestant Reformation in 16th century Europe.  
 

Rev. Dr. Virginia Jones-Newton, a retired UMC Elder living in Center Sandwich, 
NH, had the opportunity in 2014 to tour parts of Eastern Germany with the Road 
Scholar Program.  While she knew something about the Reformation Movement, 
she learned so much more about Martin Luther, his times and the social and 
educational reforms he made to assure the Protestant Reformation would 
continue for generations to come.  Rev. Jones-Newton heard stories about how 
Luther met his future wife, Kate, who was once a nun, and tales of the dark side 
of Martin Luther. 
 

While we think of Martin Luther as bringing Church Reform, he also brought 
economic and school reforms to Germany.  He appealed to the councilmen of all 
cities to establish and maintain Christian schools.  Luther believed a good 
education provided more opportunities for each child.  He argued that everyone 
was answerable for his or her own faith, including females, and that they had to 
be able to read and write in order to understand the Holy Scriptures for 
themselves.  He saw that every church parish was assigned a school so every 
boy and girl could attend.  This was unheard of in early 16th century Europe. 
 

2017 is the 500th Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation Movement.  Rev. 
Jones-Newton has put together a wonderful slide show presentation of her travels 
and the fascinating stories she learned about Martin Luther and his life.  She is 
available to give this presentation at churches in NH and surrounding states and 
asks only for mileage and a modest fee. 
 

Contact Rev. Dr. Virginia Jones-Newton today at vjnsandnh@yahoo.com or 
603-284-6288 to make arrangements for her to come to your church. 
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