Quotes

If children are to keep alive their inborn sense of wonder, they need the companionship of at least one adult who can share it, rediscovering with them the joy, excitement and mystery of the world we live in.  Rachel Carson

Dear God, I am doing the best I can. Really.  Frank (age 7)

Children were taught, not by sermonizing but by personal example, that nothing was too lowly to do, and that work of our hands and the work of our minds were of equal value.




Marian Wright Edelman

Calls to Worship

L God takes pleasure in us –

P the laughter of children,

Lthe blessings of friendship

P the passion of youth.

L God invites us into creation

P walking among trees

L sailing on waters

P staring at stars

L drawing near to our Creator

P and singing our praises

L With a wide embrace

P As big as the mountains

L as deep as the deepest lake

P God calls us together

L Young and older

P Short and tall.

L God welcomes us

P Teaches us

L Hugs us

P Blesses all.

L So smile a little 

P Tap your toes

L Feel God’s grace

P And sing praises

Song  (New words to He’s got the Whole World in His Hands)

There is a whole world, in God’s hands…

There are campers and counselors in God’s hands

There are people of all ages in God’s hands

There are people of all colors in God’s hands

All of New England is in God’s hands

Prayer of Confession

God of delight and surprise, remind us again of how you welcomed and blessed the young.  We often forget, focusing on our priorities so that we only half listen, half pay attention and half support our young.  We have become too busy to play and too smart to learn.

Teach us again how to come to you with childlike humility and youthful persistence. Forgive our neglect of the young and bring us to the awareness that prayer, play and laughter are welcomed in your heart.

Blessing of Camp and Retreat Leaders

Loving and Caring God, bless, encourage and strengthen those who direct our programs at our camps and retreat center.  Gift them and all volunteers with a listening ear, a tender heart and a patient spirit.  Grant them a zest for play, a zeal for teaching, and an appreciation for wonder in things large and small.  Surround them with pray, sustain them with our support and undergird them with your grace.

