World AIDS Day Resource: Developed by Rev. Joel Guillemette, Sudbury UMC, December 2, 2007 
Prelude

Welcome
Advent Call to Worship: (Isaiah 40:3)     


Leader: In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord.


People:  Make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

*Opening Hymn: UMH # 567 – “Heralds of Christ” 

*Opening Prayer: (General Board of Discipleship, USA, 21st cent., alt.)


O God, this year we have known disease and we have known war.


So many have died, and so many more have mourned.


It has been a difficult and terrible time around the world.


We thank you for your promise of a time 

when swords will be exchanged for shovels

and when tanks will be replaced by tractors.



As we look forward to that promised day

when nations will live together in harmony, 



and when we will learn war no more, 

teach us your way of  peace through Jesus our Savior.  Amen.

First Scripture Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5

Voice One:   A reading from Isaiah, the prophet of peace.

Voice Two:  (Read Isaiah 2:1-5)

Voice One:
We light today’s Advent candle, the first candle, 

to anticipate God’s coming day of peace and justice, 

healing and hope for all people.

(Here the first purple candle is lit.)

Advent Wreath Sung Response    (“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear,” stanza 4)

For lo! The days are hastening on, by prophet seen of old,
When with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold
When peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling,
And the whole world send back the song which soon the angels sing.

Children's Time:  "Our Pill Box Christmas Tree”  

Our pill box Christmas tree will remind us to help people who live with HIV-AIDS.
Special Music

Second Scripture Reading: 

Guest Speaker
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*Hymn of Response: FWS: # 2213 - “Healer of Our Every Ill”
A Time of Fellowship

Greeting Our Guests

Concerns and Celebrations

Prayers of the People (Catholic Relief Services, 2003 World AIDS Day, alt.) 

Leader: We come before a God who is already at work in the world and who now calls 
 us to join in his mission. Let us lift up our concerns to our Creator, responding,     

“Bless us with compassionate hearts.” 
God of unity, you have gathered people of many nations and races into one 
body in Christ. Guide and strengthen your church and its leaders to serve 
faithfully in our day. We pray…

All: Bless us with compassionate hearts.

Leader: God of mercy, many turn away from people with AIDS out of ignorance or fear. 
 Help us instead to turn toward our brothers and sisters, those who are an ocean 
 away and those who live next door. Help us stand in solidarity with their 
 suffering, in recognition of their worth. We pray…

All: Bless us with compassionate hearts.
Leader: God of the poor, AIDS does not discriminate by race or religion or economic 
class. But people do. Help us to respond to the cry of the poor for medication 
 and health care, for education, for communities of support. We pray…

All: Bless us with compassionate hearts.
Leader: God of the orphan, there are villages in Africa where all the adults have died of 
 AIDS; only their children remain. Help us to create a global village that will 
 raise these children in love and hope into a secure future. We pray…

All: Bless us with compassionate hearts.
Leader: God of justice, our nation has the resources and the power to contribute much to 
the fight against global AIDS. Strengthen our determination to call our leaders 
to action that is wise and timely. We pray...

All: Bless us with compassionate hearts.
Leader: God of wholeness, there is suffering everywhere. The pain of those across the 
 globe moves us, and so do the hurts we carry in our own hearts this morning. 
 We ask your healing touch on all those who are sick or sorrowful today [insert 
 the  names and needs of those identified in today’s concerns]…. For them and 
 for those known only to you, O God, we pray…
All: Bless us with compassionate hearts.
Leader: Bless us and all your people, O God, with compassionate hearts, and strengthen 
 us to live the things we have asked of you. We pray this in Jesus’ name….

All: Amen.
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Presentation of Tithes and Offerings


Stewardship Moment
The Offertory

*The Doxology: UMH #95 – “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
Holy Communion

*The Great Thanksgiving: UMH pages 20-22 – “Musical Setting C” 

The Lord’s Prayer

The Giving of the Bread and Cup
Prayer after Communion

*Hymn of Commitment:  UMH # 510 – “Come, Ye Disconsolate”

*Dismissal with Blessing

Postlude
