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Scripture and the call of Justice demand of Christians a bias towards peace and
reconciliation. Our calling as United Methodist Christians demands that we not
remain silent regarding the on-going war in Iraq. We proclaim a God who cares
for all people.

Clear evidence of absolute need is required before engaging in armed conflict.
Such evidence does not exist to support American occupation of Irag. The
conflict has created and spread terrorism, not lessened it. It has compromised
our own attitude as to the value of human life.

THEREFORE, The New England Conference of the United Methodist Church
calls on all churches to actively participate in peace-making through preaching,
prayer, study and patrticipation in local forums and peace actions.

FURTHER, we call on our church members to be in regular contact with their
U.S. Representatives and Senators, calling for the orderly withdrawal of troops
and personnel from Irag. We recommend that such contacts begin during the
week of June 19 and continue on a monthly basis until such time as withdrawal is
achieved.

FURTHER, the Annual Conference directs the Secretary to send this resolution
to the US Representatives and Senators from the New England region, President
Bush, Secretaries Rumsfeld and Rice.

FURTHER, the New England Conference is called upon to support those troops
returning from Iraq with our prayers, love and gratitude for their service to our
country.



