


















Helen died suddenly on July 31, 2008 at home. A memorial service was held on August 6 at First UMC,
Manchester, with the Rev. We Hyun Chang officiating. Burial was at Pine Grove Cemetery. Helen is survived by a
daughter, Roberta L. brown, and her husband Linfield of Medford, MA,  a son, David F. Laraba and his wife Jane
of Beckley, WV, four grandchildren, five great-grandchildren, and seven nieces and nephews. Helen was prede-
ceased by her husband of 67 years, the Rev. Forest Laraba, in 2007.

Josephine M. Lavely
A member of a distinguished Methodist family, Jo was born on February 10, 1919

in St. Albans, VT  to Lillian (Newhouse) and the Rev. John Benjamin Magee, who was
president of Cornell College in Iowa. Jo’s uncle was Bishop Junius Ralph Magee; her
father-in-law was the Rev. Horace Thomas Lavely, missionary to China; her grandfa-
ther-in-law was the Rev. John L. Hillman, president of Simpson College, Iowa.

After graduating from Broadway High School, Seattle, WA, Jo studied at the
University of Washington and later earned a B.A. degree at Cornell College, Iowa in
1940. She then earned her Masters in Religious Education at Boston University School
of Theology in 1941. During those years, she met and married John Hillman Lavely
in 1941, in a ceremony officiated by both fathers. 

Jo became partner in ministry with John at churches in Framingham, MA, Ligonier, PA, and Medford, MA.
When John became professor of philosophy at Boston University, Jo

became Director of Religious Education at First Congregational Church, Newton Centre, MA. In 1960 she
earned her teaching certificate at Harvard University and taught at Day and Bigelow Junior High Schools in
Newton, MA for 25 years. In 1963, a feature article in The Christian Science Monitor recognized her outstanding
career. During a sabbatical in 1969-70, she taught English as a second language in Kyoto, Japan. For the next 25
years she was the “sister” in Sister City to many Japanese whom she led along the Boston Freedom Trail.

In retirement at New Pond Village, Walpole, MA, Jo became chair of the Residents Association, and later their
regional delegate to the Massachusetts Life Care Residents’ Association. As a member of the United Parish of
Auburndale and later the United Church of Walpole, she was active in stewardship and was a constant advocate
for human and civil rights, world peace, and women’s rights. 

After years of failing health, Jo died at age 89 on August 24, 2008. A memorial service was held on September
20 at the United Church in Walpole. She is survived by her four children: Anthony Magee of Orlando, FL, John
Hillman Jr. of Malibu, Lisa of Dedham, MA, and Kim of London, England; six grandchildren, one great-grand-
daughter, and a sister Jane Cole Magee Pfeil of Wausau, Nebraska. Jo was predeceased by her husband, of 63 years,
the Rev. John Hillman, in 2004. 

Muriel R. Musk
Her life spanning the twentieth century, Muriel was born on February 27, 1908 in

Beck Row, Suffolk, England to Harriet (Curtis) and Richard Clements. She met and
married Victor Percy Musk in England in 1932. After they moved to the United States,
Victor graduated from Bangor Theological School. He and Muriel served many
churches in the former Maine Conference. She was always active in teaching Sunday
School, serving on various committees, reading and studying the bible, participating
in prayer groups, and playing the organ and the piano. 

For years the Musks enjoyed their cottage on Belgrade Lake near Augusta, ME
where Muriel was well known for her beautiful gardens. In her younger years she was
a tennis player; in later years, she enjoyed knitting and caring for her dogs and horses.

Muriel died of pneumonia on October 10m, 2008 at Maine General Medical Center in Augusta. Her funeral
was held at Knowlton & Hewins Funeral Home, Augusta, with the Rev. Dr. Peter Misner officiating. Burial was at
Forest Grove Cemetery, Augusta. She is survived by her daughter-in-law, Janet Musk, of Augusta, two grandsons:
Jeffrey H. Musk and his wife Misuk of West Pint, NY, and John H. Musk and his wife Charlotte of Westbrook, ME;
five great-grandchildren, and many relatives in England.  Muriel was predeceased in 1987 by her husband, the
Rev. Victor P. Musk, and by their son Gautrey John Musk in 2007.   . 
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Crystle M. Paige

A native of Dracut, MA, Crystle was born on April 20, 1918 to Gottfried and Crystle
J. (Bowers) Emberg. and grew up in Lynn. She graduated from Lynn English High
School

in 1936 and attended school for nursing and physical education. She was married
to Thomas Moorehouse for 49 years and later to the Rev. Donald Paige for 9 years. An
active member of Wesley UMC, Lynn, Crystle also enjoyed reading and painting.

After a brief illness, Crystle died on July 16, 2008. her funeral was held on July 19
at the Solimine, Landergan & Richardson Funeral Home, Lynn. Burial was at Lowell
Cemetery, Lowell, MA. She is survived by her daughter Diane Welch and her husband

Walter of Lynn, granddaughters Tracy Welch of Lynn and Michelle Oldham of Salem, and two great-grandchil-
dren. He second husband, the Rev. Donald Paige, died the day after her funeral.  

Warren A. Rehe

Well known as a senior manager with NAPA Auto Parts, Warren was born on April 23,
1936 in Columbus, Ohio to August and Fern (Hurst) Rehe. Warren’s father was an
Army Lt. Col. and was an aide to Gen Douglas MacArthur, so Warren lived in Japan
for several pre-teen years. After returning to the US, he graduated from Ohio State
University in 1959. The following year he married Sandra Louise Harris and they had
three children. 

In his career in upper management, mostly with NAPA Auto Parts, Warren and his
family moved four times in ten years between Ohio, Virginia, and finally
Massachusetts.

When Sandi began her ministry in 1988 he went wherever she served: Danvers, Wey- mouth, Williamstown,
and Weirs Beach.  As a partner in ministry with her, Warren was active in all the churches they served, usually as
a trustee or a member of the finance committee. He enjoyed choir singing, and as he was the only male voice at
Williamstown, he was called the “bass soloist.” He also enjoyed playing golf and collecting stamps. His communi-
ty work included being a voluntary auxiliary policeman in Columbus, Ohio, service on the Council on Aging in
Williamstown and Andover, as well as delivering Meals on Wheels. In Andover he learned every route and often
filled in for others in addition to his regular route.

Warren died suddenly of a heart attack on June 30, 2008  A memorial service was held at Weirs Beach UMC
on July 6, followed by another service at Ballardvale UMC, Andover, on July 12. .The Revs. Frank Gulinello and
Susan Morrison presided.  Warren is survived by his wife of 47 years, the Rev. Sandra L. Rehe, of Gilford; a son,
David M. Rehe, of Haverhill; a daughter, Kathleen S. Rehe, of Phoenix, AZ; a brother, Earle A. Rehe, of Westerville,
Ohio; a sister, Nancy Rehe, of LaPorte, Ohio; one nephew and one niece. Warren was predeceased by their daugh-
ter, Dana L. Rehe, in 1991. 

Mary E. Sabine
Remembered by her daughter as “a true Christian living individual,” Mary was born
on June 5, 1924 in Littleton , Maine to Edwin Burnham Lilley and Castine Camilla
(Tingley) Lilley. She grew up in Smyrna Mills, Maine and graduated from Oakfield
(ME) High School in 1941. She completed one year at Eastern Nazarene College,
Quincy, MA, but left 3 months later to marry the Rev. Ralph L. Sabine in September
1942. .Together they raised six children.

Ralph and Mary began ministry in the Reformed Baptist Church, continuing in
the Church of the Nazarene, and completing their last 22 years in the United
Methodist Church, New Hampshire Conference. They served churches in Monroe
and North Monroe, Pittsburg and Canaan, VT and Bloomfield, VT, Bethlehem and

Whitefield, and finally Exeter and East Kingston. Mary taught Sunday School, encouraged and believed in daily
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Bible reading, and was part of many church organizations. Even after Ralph’s retirement in 1980, they visited shut-
ins and elderly in hospitals and nursing homes for St. John’s UMC, Dover, NH, a ministry Mary continued after
Ralph’s death.

Mary was also quite musical. In her younger years, she sang duets with her future father-in-law, an later sang
in many choirs as well as playing the piano, For many summer

the Sabines enjoyed entertaining family and friends at their cottage at the Wesleyan Riverside Campground
near Presque Isle, ME. There they celebrated their 40th.and 60th Wedding anniversaries when they renewed their
vows. Mary also enjoyed jigsaw puzzles. 

On April 24, 2009, Mary died peacefully at her home in Somersworth, A memorial service was held on May
2 at St. John’s UMC, Dover, NH, with the Rev. Daniel Weaver officiating. Burial was in Woodstock, New
Brunswick, Canada. Mary is survived by two sons: Ralph and his wife Noreen of Lebanon, ME, and Stephen and
his wife Brenda of Newington, NH; four daughters: Mary-Elizabeth McKay and her husband Steven of Ellicott
City, MD, Lois McDivitt and her husband Bill of Mapleton, ME, Jacquelyn Timme and her husband Stephen of
Ellensburg, WA, and Carolyn Sabine of Somersworth; 13 grandchildren; 11 great-grandchildren; a sister, Frances
Duron; a sister-in-law, Minnie Sabine; and many nieces and nephews. Mary was predeceased by her husband, the
Rev. Ralph Sabine in 2004, his brothers John and Ronald, and Ronald’s wife Lulia Sabine. 

Barbara C. Shirley
A former English teacher and partner in ministry with the Rev. Dr. Riley P. Shirley,

Barbara was born on July 25, 1024 in Louisville, KY to Mary (Ramsdell) and Frank H.
Gregg. Her father was the last Religious Work Secretary of the YMCA in the United
States, and President of the Louisville Council of Churches. Barbara graduated from
Kentucky Wesleyan College in 1945 with a B.A. in English and did her graduate work
in English at Emory University in Atlanta, GA. She was an English teacher at high
schools in Atlanta, GA, Westborough, MA, Cincinnati, Ohio, and Willimantic, CT.

After marriage in 1946 to Riley P. Shirley, Barbara shared in his ministry, as well
as editing his sermons, for more than 50 years in Kentucky, Georgia, Massachusetts,
Ohio, and Connecticut, being active in all church affairs. She also was a talented
actress, dramatic reader. She became a peace advocate and activist during the Vietnam War. She is remembered
by her daughter as “courageous” and “a ‘people person’” who “always thought of others before (her)self.” 

After a long battle with cancer, Barbara died at home on November 8, 2008. Her funeral was held on
November 13 at Church Hill UMC, Norwell, MA, with the Rev. Stacey Lanier officiating. Burial was at the VA
National Cemetery, Bourne, MA. Barbara is survived by her husband of 62 years, the Rev. Dr. Riley Shirley, of
Marshfield, MA; two sons: Stephen R. of Acton and Frank G. of Norwell; six grandchildren and one great-grand-
daughter.   

Sherleene F. Sissell

Musician, social worker, community activist, and partner in ministry with her hus-
band, the Rev. Dr. William Sissell, Sherleene was born on October 15, 1935 in Elkins,
WV to the Rev. Sherwood Funk, a Methodist minister, and Athleene (Edwards) Funk,
a school teacher. Sherleene grew up in Covington, KY and graduated from Holmes
High School. She then earned a music degree from DePaul University and studied at
Scaritt College, Drew University. She also earned an Associate-at-Law degree from the
University of Massachusetts, and a Masters in Human Services degree from New
Hampshire College.

A gifted musician, Sherleene sang with the Cincinnati Summer Opera, toured
with a theater company as actor and musical director of Christ an the Concrete City Thereafter she was organist,
musical director, and soloist in Durham, NC, the Boston area, Fall River, and Cape Cod. For several years she was
on the faculty of the Cape Cod Conservatory of Music, and later ran a private voice and piano studio.
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Always politically active and supportive of children and youth, ,Sherleene and her husband worked with stu-
dent civil rights demonstrations in Durham. After moving to Chatham she became a member of the School
Committee in 1971, serving for twelve years, including nine years as chair. She was also an investigator for Child
in Need of Services and Child Protection cases. As case worker and Supervisor of Intake at the Cape Cod office
of the Mass. Dept. of Social Services, she was highly regarded by the Barnstable County District Attorney’s Office,
Sheriff ’s Department, and local police for her knowledge of juvenile law and procedures. She developed a child
advocacy and protective agency which came to be known as The Children’s Cove, where she also served on their
Board of Advisors. This agency, along with her School Committee leadership, were among her proudest achieve-
ments.

Sherleene died on October 4, 2008 at her home after a brief illness. A Memorial Concert And Service of
Celebration was held on November 8 at First UMC, Chatham MA, with the Rev. Brian McQuirk and the Rev. Dr.
Clinton Parker officiating. 

Kathryn C. Smith

Genealogist and partner in ministry with her husband, the late Rev. H. Travis Smith,
Kathryn was born on April 7, 1918 in East Brooksville, ME to Anna Mae (Westcott)
and John Carson. After their marriage in 1941, Travis and Kathryn served churches in
the former Maine Conference at Mattawamkeag, Prospect Harbor, Norway, South
Portland, Portland (People’s), Presque Isle (Clark Memorial), Auburn, Orono,
Waterville, and Waterford, as well as the Southern Maine District (1965-71). After his
retirement in 1981, the Smiths moved to their “Saturday farm” in Otisfield.

Kathryn died on December 30, 2008. She is survived by a son, Edison T. Smith of
Stratham, NH. She was predeceased by her husband, the Rev. H. Travis Smith, in 1994.

Phyllis A. Snook

Phyllis is lovingly remembered by her children as “the consummate mother:” kind,
caring, and encouraging, especially of her family. She was born on July 3, 1916 in
Everett, MA to Edna (Kelly) and Joseph Maxcy.  After graduating in 1934 from Everett
High School, she met and married John Snook Jr. in 1937. While raising two children
she supported his leaving the accounting field to enter the ministry. During the fol-
lowing years they had two more children.  As a devoted and skillful partner in min-
istry, she and John served churches in Marblehead, Winchester, Reading, and
Maynard, MA, where Phyllis was active with the women’s groups. They were a team
who touched many folks with their loving spirit. 

Her many homemaking talents were generously shared with family and friends. She also loved to catch
stripers at their camp in Scarborough, ME. She put up an unbeatable challenge in many Scrabble games.

Phyllis died on October 24, 2008 at Rivercrest Long Term Care Facility in Concord, MA. A memorial service
and collation was held on November 8 at Duval Chapel at Deaconess Abundant Life Communities, Concord, with
the Revs. Herbert Taylor and Robert Sweet officiating. Burial beside her husband was at Glenwood Cemetery,
Everett, MA. Phyllis is survived by a son, John Wesley Snook and his wife Gail of Enfield, CT; three daughters:
Jacqueline Brook and her husband Richard of Boothbay, ME, Jane Crosby and her friend Ruth Whitcomb of
Palmyra, NY, and Jo Ellen Fay and her husband Darren “Hap” Fay of Newburyport, MA;  ten grandchildren and
fourteen great-grandchildren. Phyllis was predeceased by her husband, the Rev. John Snook Jr., who died in 1992.
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B. Val Jean Soper
Nurse, teacher, community activist, and partner in ministry with her late husband,

the Rev. Harry Soper, Jr., Val Jean was born on October 12, 1928 in Wauneta, Nebraska
to Laura (Fanning) and Walter Wheeler. She graduated from the Nebraska School of
Nursing in 1951 as a registered nurse. She then earned a Masters Degree in Education
at Bridgewater State College, where she taught health education for eighteen years. She
taught health in the Chelsea Public Schools, and was a long-standing member of the
Massachusetts Nursing Association. 

Val Jean married the Rev. Harry Soper Jr. in 1951 and joined his ministry in the
Nebraska Conference. They relocated to the New England Southern Conference in
1957 and served in Vineyard Haven, South Somerset, Middleboro, Stoughton (First
UMC), Medford (Wesley UMC), Lynn (Wesley UMC), and Quincy (Community UMC) until retirement in 1995.
Val Jean was active in the United Methodist Women’s groups in all the churches they served.  Her community
work included Habitat for Humanity, Walk for Hunger on Good Friday, Preachers Aid Society, and many other
groups.

Val Jean died of heart problems and stroke on October 26, 2008. Her funeral was held at Wesley UMC,
Falmouth, MA on October 30, with the Revs. Janet Smith-Rushton and Richard Whitefleet-Smith officiating.
Burial was at Agawam Cemetery, Wareham, MA. Val Jean is survived by four sons; Richard B. Soper of Lynn,
David W. and his wife Elizabeth of Tyngsboro,. Walter H. and his wife Elizabeth of South Natick, and John C. and
his wife Jarnie of Ware; a daughter Ruth Soper and her companion Arthur Crocker of Needham;  a grandchild
Liam; a sister, Dr. Carol Wheeler, MD of CO; and many nieces and nephews. Val Jean was predeceased by her hus-
band, the Rev. Harry Soper Jr. in 2008 and siblings Keith, Francis, Donald, Opal, Velma, Marvel, and LaDene. .

Gladys I. Uhlinger

Partner in ministry with her husband James, Gladys was born on February 5, 1910 in
Farwell, MI to Rose (Jerrett) and William M. Puncheon. Gladys’s father was a
Methodist minister and knife-long member of the Michigan Conference. He mother
was an accomplished artist and poet. Two of her brothers-in-law were also Methodist
ministers.

Gladys met her future husband, James Uhlinger, at Taylor University, IN, and they
were married in 1929. After she graduated from Western Michigan University  they
moved to southern Michigan while James attended Garrett Seminary, Evanston, IL.
They then served churches in Illinois, Iowa (notably St. John’s UMC, Davenport), and.
Wesley UMC, Worcester, MA. Dr. Uhlinger often said these were “their” churches (not “his”) in tribute to his wife’s
partnership in ministry there. Gladys was also active in community work including the Davenport (Iowa)
Women’s Club and the YMCA/YWCA. She was a delegate to the World Methodist Conference in London,
England. After his term as District Superintendent in the New England Conference, they retired to Florida. They
were active members of the Methodist Church in Clearwater for 30 years.

Gladys died on September 23, 2008 at Towsley Village, Chelsea Retirement Community in Michigan. A
Service of Remembrance was held nearby. Gladys is survived by two daughters: Barbara Jean Guenther Kuder of
Wimberley, TX, and Dr. Carolyn Ann Shantz of Ortonville, MI; five grandchildren, and six great-grandchildren.
She was predeceased by her husband, the Rev. Dr. James Roland Uhlinger, A daughter, Susan James Uhlinger, and
sisters Florence M. Jerrett and Dorothy M. Manning. 
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Dorothy M. Warfield

Dorothy was born on July 17, 1938 in Hanover, NH to Cecelia (Mallack) and Joseph
Eli Labelle. She grew up on the family farm in western New Hampshire, but chose
nursing as a career. She graduated as an RN from Hanover Nursing School and
worked at the Alice Peek Day Memorial Hospital in Lebanon. She was also a staff
nurse at a local nursing home. 

After retiring from nursing she met and married the Rev. Homer Warfield on June
27, 1977. He was already retired from the pastorate, serving as pastor emeritus of
Lebanon UMC. During their retirement years, Dorothy became a strong advocate for
the handicapped. She also ran a daycare center at their home. She was a skilled gar-

dener, cook. baker, and overseer of small livestock including chickens and rabbits.
Dorothy died of heart complications on April 15, 2009. Her memorial service was held on April 25 at the

Lebanon UMC, the Rev. Virginia Fryer presiding. Burial was also in Lebanon. Dorothy is survived by s son Roland
of Milford, NH, and other family members. She was predeceased by her husband, the Rev. Homer Warfield, in
2004.

M. Pauline Watson

Honored for her advocacy of the elderly by the NH State Council on Aging in 1983,
and cited for many years of faithful service by the United Methodist Women, Pauline
was born on November 27, 1910 in Lawrence, MA to Raymond M. and Lydia (Taylor)
Snow. She graduated fin 1928 from Lawrence High School and attended Cannon
Community College, Lawrence. Thereafter, she worked as a stenographer for J.W.
Bolton and Son Machine Shop. 

In May 1950 Pauline married the Rev. Frank T. Watson and shared his ministry.
She was active in Wesley UMC, Concord, NH, and in the Naomi Circle. She was also
a member of the YWCA Senior Water and Outing Club, a VISTA volunteer, and the

author of a pamphlet for new widows, “Becoming Whole Again.” Pauline was a regular attendee at the state legis-
lature, monitoring and lobbying for the elderly. Commenting on her work, she observed, “It keeps me alive, on my
toes, and makes a better person of me.”

Pauline died at age 97 on May 14, 2008 at Havenwood Heritage Heights Nursing Home, Concord. A memo-
rial service was held on May 18 at Wesley UMC. She is survived by three children: Anne Lynch of Wells, ME,
David McFarlane of Newburyport, MA, and Paul McFarlane of Portland, CT; six grandchildren, seven great-
grandchildren, one great-great-grandchild, and many nieces and nephews  Pauline was predeceased by her hus-
band, the Rev. Frank T. Watson, a sister, Eleanor Fretwell, and two brothers, Milton and Russell Snow. 

Marion J. Wells

A librarian for many years, Marion was born on June 15, 1910 in Swanton, VT to the
Rev. Clarence Dexter Pierce and Nellie Adelia Chaffee Pierce. Marion earned a B.A. at
Wheaton College, Norton, MA in 1931 and later an M.S. in Library Science at
Syracuse University in 1960. She was Reference Librarian at the State University of
New York at Brookport until her retirement in 1976.

Marion married the Rev. Gordon Fisk Wells in 1932. Her partnership in ministry
with him ended unexpectedly when he died in 1934 at age 27. For most of her life, in
addition to her library science career, Marion maintained the family cottage in
Swanton for the Pierce and Wells families,. and kept extended family members in

touch with each other. She eventually moved to John Knox Village of Central Florida in 2000. She was a member
of the Methodist churches in Batavia and Brookport, NY. She had a life-long love of reading, and supported
numerous charities and liberal causes. 

Marion died of renal failure on June 8, 2008 at John Knox Village, FL. Her body was donated to the Anatomical
Board of the state of Florida. She is survived by her son, Wallace Pierce Wells, of Rochester Hills, MI, two grand-
children, and two great-grandchildren. 
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